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WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER' January, 2026

NEW SERVICE TIMES FOR SUNDAYS IN 2026

[4] There is one body am:i»one Sphit—just as you were

called to the one hope that belongs to your call—[5] one With the new year, we have new service times as we are
Lord, one faith, one baptism, [6] one God and Father of all, . . . . .
who is over all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:4-6) beginning 15 minutes earlier. Our Sunday School will
: ' begin at 9:45am and Worship will begin at 10:45am. This
A A change may not seem like much, but it could help people
I | e who have Sunday afternoon activities occasionally.
. A An extra 15 minutes can help reduce stress when trying
Living In Faith el ..
Tagether Il to work out logistics for the day.

For our newsletter, we are following a similar format we
2026 Theme had for several years, but | am open to changing it up if
there are some people wanting to add something to our project. Remember that while | am the
one putting it together, the newsletter belongs to all of us so feel free to suggest something if
you want. Of course, we do need to keep in mind that this is a church newsletter and | have to
use discretion as the editor so there is a chance that your idea may need some
discussion before we can move forward with it.

Whether you want to keep things the way they are or if you have an idea you JESUS
would like to try, | hope this newsletter continues to add to your monthly
growth from a mental/spiritual perspective.

o0

Givelify ® | love our church!
OR Code Earl Winfrey
for giving Earl@fccgwd.org
online @
Check us out online: Facebook: Address: Church Office:
First Christian Church

www.fccgwd.org FirstChristanGWD 474 Deadfall Road West 864-223-2940
Greenwood SC 29649 Earl@fccgwd.org

Please keep us informed of any address changes
S0 we can keep our records up to date.
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe...

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

Biblical Foundation
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LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE IN THE CHURCH .
Our church belongs to the Stone-Campbell Movement WhO WI” be our
also known as the Restoration Movement which means
that this church seeks to restore the structure of the NeXt Man U p?
church to its original form found in the New Testament. —
This church follows the NT model of being an Elder-led
church which means the Elders are the overseers for the
people God has entrusted in their care. Along with
Elders, there can be Deacons selected as necessary to
lead specific ministries, and a Preacher is supported by
the church to serve for the edification of the saints.

In Acts 20:17-38, the Apostle Paul met with the Elders
of the Ephesian church to say goodbye and give

encquragement because he knew thaF this was the. Mento ri ng tOd ay for
last time they would be together. During this meeting,
the role of the Elder is defined. The Elders are the a better tomorrow

overseers and shepherds of the church. This means that
they have the authority to make sure the church continues in the way the Apostles taught
them to go and the responsibility to care for the people in the church.

In Hebrews 13:17, the Elders are in charge of keeping watch over the spiritual health of the
church. They are held accountable by God to make sure the church remains spiritually healthy,
so this is not a task that can be easily overlooked. To protect the spiritual health of the church,
the Elders are responsible for the pastoral work of the church. The following list contains
examples of the pastoral work of the Elders:

a. To teach sound doctrine (1 Tim. 5:17; Tit. 1:9)
b. To alert the congregation to false teaching (Acts 20:28-31; Tit. 1:9)
¢. To monitor the growth of the members (Heb. 13:17)
d. To visit the sick (James 5:14)
1) The healing comes from prayer (James 5:15)
2) The oil and laying on of hands are symbols indicating who is the focus of the prayer
3) The Elders are not authorized to forgive sins, but they are to be prepared to discuss
spiritual matters during a sick visit and guide a person to repentance and renewal
e. To model sound Christian living (1 Pet. 5:3)

To assist the Elders in the leadership of the church, the position of Deacon was created to
oversee specific ministries. In Acts 6:1-7, the Apostles were spread too thin to be effective in
their responsibility for preaching the Word of God, so they had the people select men to
oversee the daily distribution of food for the widows. This is the first example of Deacons
serving in the church. They served as the leaders of the benevolence so the Apostles could
focus on their responsibilities, and the church grew as a result. The position of the Deacon is
based upon the needs of the church. The Elders decide how many Deacons are needed and
what areas they will serve as leaders. Once selected and affirmed by the congregation, the
Deacon serves at the Elders’ discretion.

To be continued on page 5...
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BACK PORCH MAKE DISCIPLES

CONVERSATIONS

Most everybody is familiar with the purpose of the church known as
the Great Commission. However, there seems to be confusion
§ among many Christians about who is responsible for making a
@l Disciple. Some view the responsibility of making a Disciple as a job

| for the paid staff or clergy if you are part of certain denominations.
Others view the job of making a Disciple as the responsibility of
everyone at the expense of the paid staff. People who subscribe to
| that extreme tend to question the value of having a paid staff at the
local church available to equip the saints.

Just like many other issues in the church, the answer lies somewhere
75| in between the two extremes. The paid staff can bring the resources
that are not readily available to those who have not spent time in a
Bible College or Seminary to train for full-time work in God’s church. They can help the people of
the church grow in knowledge which in turn can give them more confidence when trying to
reach their neighbors. The paid staff can also serve as a support for the people as they continue

to live out the Great Commission in their lives.

Although the paid staff can bring many benefits to the congregation, the people of the church
have the advantage when it comes to reaching the lost in the community. The people have
grown up in the area, so there is already a familiarity and trust that would take a paid Minister
years to develop. Along with that, the Minister is limited by the constraints of time because he
has the responsibility of equipping the whole church and even with a small church; this is a
“God-sized” task! This being the case, the paid staff and the people of the church need to form
a partnership so that the community can be reached.

| attended a workshop where | heard this quote: “You can count the number of apples on the tree
but you can't count the trees in an apple.” Every apple has seeds that can produce trees that can
produce more apples and the cycle continues. That is a good example of Discipleship. Our goal as
a church should be to make Disciples so they can make more Disciples. Once we can get to the
point where this goal is part of our core, the fruit that God produces will exceed anything we could
ever imagine! So as we continue to be the church, let us remember our main purpose:

Make Disciples!

Start a Prayer Meeting at Your House
One of the easiest and cheapest (Free) ways to help somebody
is to pray for them. It literally costs nothing but time and it can
produce great results. Why are we so afraid of using the best
resource we have for calling on God to help us connect with
others? Praying for your neighbors is a great way to connect.
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... Continued from page 3

The Preacher of the church serves a role that is unique when compared to the Elders and
Deacons, but the leadership responsibilities overlap as the Preacher will often provide oversight
and pastoral care alongside the Elders. The term Preacher is used in the New Testament to
refer to a distinctive ministry position within the church (Rom. 10:14; 1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11).

In Ephesians 4:1-16, the church is described as one body with many parts. In order to bring
order to the many parts, God has equipped the people with different gifts for specific purposes.
The leadership of the church is gifted in various ways so the church can be equipped for good
works. The responsibility of the preacher is to make sure the church is properly equipped, and
this involves getting to know the people so he can properly assess their spiritual needs. This is
where he serves alongside the Elders in the pastoral care of the church.

Since the Preacher is well qualified in the area of teaching sound doctrine, the Elders delegate
the education ministry of the church to the Preacher for oversight. This does not mean that
the Preacher has to teach every class, but he does guard the church against false teachings by
making sure the teachers are properly equipped for their classes. The Preacher and the Elders
work together to cast vision for the church in all areas so the church can remain spiritually
healthy.

The Preacher has committed his life to serving the Lord full-time; therefore the church supports
the Preacher and his family financially. The Preacher submits to the authority of the Elders as
they have been delegated by God to be the overseers of the church. However, the Preacher
and the Elders work together as a team since they have both been set apart to lead God’s
church. Although many churches designate the Preacher as an Elder, the Elders and the
Preacher here have chosen to keep the positions separate so the roles are not confused.

The Bible does not give a specific number of elders needed for a church, but it is clear that there
is a plurality of elders required. There is no example of a single ruling elder over the church or a
group of churches in the Bible which means that churches today should have at least 2 elders
serving at all times. To prevent the possibility of a tie when voting, an odd number of elders
would be ideal which would mean a minimum of 3 elders should be the standard. While there
is no limit to how many elders can serve at one time, our bylaws cap the number at 10% of our
total membership. That means we would need to have a minimum of 20 members to have a
traditional eldership in place.

In the event that there are not enough elders to serve, a leadership team can be formed to act
as the eldership until the circumstance changes. Since the team would be functioning as an
eldership, it is ideal to have men serving who would be qualified to serve as an elder if he chose
to be considered and the congregation would agree. This does not mean they have to become
elders but they should at least be as close to the qualifications as possible. While the Bible does
not have a direct reference to a leadership team, there is room to assume that some type of
team was involved before the elders were appointed by the Apostles at the beginning.
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This month’s Church myth: “Meeting every week for worship is all we need for unity”

Our theme for the year is mainly about unity with God and each other as we live in faith together.
How can we make this happen? Most churches fall short when it comes to achieving the unity
that existed in the book of Acts because of the myth that we're talking about here. Many people
believe that meeting every week for worship is enough for unity, and that is what causes us to
miss out on the rich blessings of the Fellowship of Believers. The church in the book of Acts had
unity that went deeper than the weekly meeting because they were of the same mind. The fancy
word for it is koinonia and it was the bond that held stronger than super glue.

Here are some thoughts from sermons | preached on the subject:

If we want to have the same mind as Christ, we need to want Him to be in our lives at all times.
That's the same way with authentic fellowship too. If we want to achieve Koinonia as a church,
we need to spend time with each other as often as we can so we can grow together. But it can't
just be about showing up at the same place at the same time. We have to experience life together
outside of the standard worship service on Sunday mornings.

How do we maintain authentic fellowship as a church? First of all, we have to desire to be at
church with other believers. Then we need to understand that it takes time to build relationships
with each other. We need to experience life as a church so we can get to know each other on

a deeper level. The more time we spend together as a church, the better chance we have of
becoming like-minded followers of Christ.

Of course, the opposite is true as well. The less time we spend together as a church, the more
disconnected we feel and that is when the devil strikes. Remember that the devil prowls like a
roaring lion seeking whom he will devour. How do lions hunt? They chase a herd of animals
until one of them either slows down or trips. And when one of the animals shows a sign of
weakness, the lion pounces on that animal and captures it. In the same way, if one of us becomes
spiritually weak, we become an easy target for the devil, and that is when he pounces on us,
causing us to stumble and fall.

So what is the best way to stay away from the devil? Stay in fellowship with the church. | don’t
mean just show up at church. | mean Koinonia with the church. Become of the same mind with
the church and as long as the church stays of the same mind as Jesus, you will have authentic
fellowship with Jesus and the church.
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Rlacesitolgenkeoplettersees inling Sholdo

What events should we plan?
Let us know what you want to do!

Wednesday Bible Study
7:00pm - Book of Isaiah

2 All Ages are Welcome!

!
‘§\o,’Ferb, what/do

you\\w'anna dotoday? =

“Pray for FCC”

We want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers that
go up on our behalf, | am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

Life Lessons Written By Andy Rooney

I've learned....
That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to
surround myself with people smarter than | am.

H Mission of the Month }

\L—

CrossRoads Women's Center is a non-profit organization focused on saving lives and supporting
men and women through love and hope found in Jesus Christ. Established in 1988 as Greenwood
Women'’s Center, CWC has been serving Greenwood and surrounding counties for over 30 years!

“Our mission is to support men and women dealing with an
unplanned pregnancy through life-affirming services that
CROSSROADS offer alternatives to abortion while offering a living
' WOMEN'S CENTER relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.”
www.crossroadspregnancycenter.org
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A Prayer for This New Year

“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people,” (Eph 1:18, NIV)

A few years ago, | traded my New Year's resolutions for a word or phrase to embrace throughout
the following months. | was tired of spending hours thinking of all the ways | wanted to improve,
only to abandon my goals by the end of January. Focusing on a word, phrase, or Bible verse for
the year stopped the cycle of setting unrealistic expectations and released me from shame and
guilt. I'm shaking things up as we approach the turning of a new year. Inspired by Paul’s letter to
the Ephesians, | decided to focus on these truths and reminders this year.

Paul’s primary goal in writing to the church of Ephesus was to remind them of the abundance of
blessings they have received in their salvation in Christ. Paul wrote to encourage them as they seek
to glorify God. The letter is filled with theological and practical implications for believers' lives, but
the verses concluding the first chapter of Paul’s letter stop readers in their tracks. In Eph 1:15-23,
Paul is thanking the Lord for the believers in Ephesus and offers a prayer on their behalf. Paul prays
not only for spiritual wisdom but also for their hearts to be enlightened to remember what God
has already done and for their faith to be strengthened as they prepare for what God will do.

Often, we struggle to see God at work in our lives, but we can stand firmly in faith by looking back
on all the ways He has kept His promises. Specifically, Paul urges us to cling to God's promise to
Adam and Eve in Genesis. Sin entered the world, thus separating us from God, but He will provide
a way for us to be reconciled. That way was through sending his son, Jesus, as a lowly baby, his
death, and resurrection so that those who believe in Him will have eternal life. Our hope is not in
our present circumstances. Instead, it is in the promise that we will be with our Lord and Savior one
day for all eternity!

A Devotional for Women - January 1, 2025 - Daily Devotional | Crosswalk.com

LEREEE ; “Hard Fought Hallelujah”

3 NASHVILLE, TENN. (November 8, 2024) — GRAMMY®-Award

ﬂ : Winning singer/songwriter Brandon Lake debuts his latest single,
: "Hard Fought Hallelujah.” Fans have been buzzing since he began

-[ teasing the emotional track during his recent tour, where audiences
ichael’s got a sneak peek into its powerful message. "Hard Fought Hallelujah”
J J | usic captures the vulnerable journey of faith, grit and resilience, echoing
i oment 1 Lake's signature blend of authenticity and worship. With heartfelt

““ lyrics and a moving melody, the song is an anthem to give God the
hallelujah no matter how hard the fight. During his tour, Lake shared snippets of the song with
fans, creating a palpable excitement that left audiences eager for its official release. "l wanted to
give my fans a taste of something special while on the road,” Lake shared. "This song is about the
battles we face, the grit throughout the fight for faith and the praise that comes after. | hope it
resonates deeply with everyone.”

Brandon's recent "Tear Off the Roof" tour was a massive success, drawing in sold-out crowds at
more than 30 arenas and leaving a lasting impact on audiences nationwide. Additionally, Lake
teamed up with Phil Wickham to bring their wildly successful Summer Worship Nights tour to the
big screen. FOR THE ONE released to select theaters nationwide through Fathom Events bringing
in more than $ 1 million in box office.

www.jesusfreakhideout.com/news/2024/11/08
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH: Creamy Smothered Chicken and Rice

Ingredients for Chicken: 4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
1 tsp smoked paprika
Salt and pepper to taste

2 tbsp olive oil

Ingredients for Rice: 1 cup long-grain white rice
2 cups chicken broth
Y2 tsp salt

Ingredients for Sauce: 2 tbsp unsalted butter

2 tbsp all-purpose flour

1 Y2 cups whole milk

Y2 cup chicken broth

Y2 tsp garlic powder

Ya tsp thyme

Y2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
Y2 cup grated parmesan cheese
Fresh parsley, chopped (for garnish)

Directions:
Season the chicken with ingredients.

Heat olive oil in large skillet over medium-high heat and sear the chicken for 4-5 minutes on
each side until golden brown. Remove from skillet and set aside.

In a medium saucepan, bring chicken broth and salt for rice to a boil. Add the rice, reduce
the heat to low, cover, and simmer for 15-18 minutes, or until the rice is tender and the
liquid is absorbed. Fluff with a fork and set aside.

In the same skillet used for the chicken, melt butter over medium heat. Whisk flour and
cook for 1-2 minutes until lightly golded. Gradually add the milk and chicken broth,
whisking constantly until the sauce is smooth. Stir in garlic powder, thyme, cheddar cheese,
and parmesan cheese. Cook for 3-4 minutes until the sauce thickens and the cheese melts.

Return the chicken breasts to the skillet, spoon the sauce over the top, and cover. Simmer
on low heat for 10 minutes, until the chicken is fully cooked and tender.

Plate the cooked rice, then top with the smothered chicken and sauce. Garnish with fresh
parsley and serve.




#% CALENDAR OF EVENTS - JANUARY 2026

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Sunday School ' Pray for FCC  Mid-Week Mission of Weekly
(9:45am)  Daily Scriptures  reminderto = Bible Study = the Month: ~ bulletin will =~ All events
arc given fO? us  pray for our Crossroads have the most subject to
Worship In anticipation - chyrch every 7pm Women’s current change if
(10:45am)  °f the sermon Tuesday (All ages) Center information needed
Communion Meditation: 1 2 3
Ist Sunday: Chris Crawford Leadership
Winfreys needed Romans 4:1-8 1 Samuel Hebrews 11
4th Sunday: Frank Jackson 17:45-58
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Pray for FCC
Psalm 133  John 17:20-23 Rom 14:1-12 Rom 14:13-23 Rom 15:1-13 Eph 4:1-16
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pray for FCC
John 17 Acts 2:42-47 Col 2:1-5 Heb 10:19-39 = Eph 4:1-16 Eph 4:17-32
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Pray for FCC (1 John 4)
Newsletter
1 John 2:1-17 1 John 2:18-29 1 John 3 Submissions 1 John 5 John 17
Due
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Pray for FCC
Psalm 25 Psalm 26 Psalm 40 Psalm 51 Psalm 52 Acts 9:1-31

A8 9075 THEME

Tug-fh-r

1/04: Living in Faith
1/11: Together
1/18: LIFT

-%.\.

First Christian Church

wm

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

'{ GREENWOOD,SC
1/25: 4 Pillars of the Church ‘
2/01: Lift Up The Truth I 474 Deadfall Road West
; “Thé}é is one bédy and one Spirit ]ust'ja's you weré called to ’ Greenwood SC 29649

~ the one hope that belongs to your call *one Lord, one faith,
one baptlsm, one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org




‘For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Start! Maze 5

Finish!

Happy New Years! I'm so excited to see what 2026
has in store for everyone! 2025 was a crazy year, but
we all got through it! Whatever trials we faced either

last year, or trials that we will face in 2026, | know “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
that God will be with us through all of it! God knows a new creation. The old has passed
the trials we face, and God knows the outcomes of it! away; behold, the new has come ”
Even though starting a new year is scary, we can be 2 Corinthians 5:17
comforted by the knowledge that God will be with us

and help us!

Michaela Winfrey

VYAV VA
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ACROSS DOWN
2. Contention 1. Coldness; target; weapon
5. Grace; mercy: gift of the Lord 3. Same as Shelemiah
6. My father 4. One that speaks of secrets
8. Fourth 5. Howding for sin
9. Pau howling: sighing 7. House of affliction
10. Followers of Nicolas 11. My witness; adorned: prey

www.wlouringpa.ge.org
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