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JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE GIFT!

“19Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the . . .
Holy Spirit, “teaching them to observe If you grew up in a family that celebrated Christmas by

e e exchanging presents, you most likely received at least 1
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) e gift that you did not want. | remember receiving gifts
E from my Grandma that were needed even though | was

not as thrilled to receive them.

This month’s sermon series is “Socks and Underwear”
because we are talking about the gift that nobody
2025 Theme AR wanted even though it is the gift that we all need!
The Jews were looking for a Messiah to destroy the Roman Empire, but what they needed
was a Messiah to restore their relationship with God.

During the busyness of this season, we should remember to take the time
to reflect on the ultimate gift that we all need, and that is the gift of salvation

through Jesus!
| love our church! JE
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Check us out online: Facebook: Address: Church Office:
First Christian Church

www.fccgwd.org FirstChristianGWD 474 Deadfall Road West 864-223-2940

Greenwood SC 29649 Earl@fccgwd.org

Please keep us informed of any address changes
S0 we can keep our records up to date.
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe...

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

Biblical Foundation




PAGE 3 FOOTPRINTS

LEADING LIKE JE .
G LIKE JESUS Who will be our

In Matthew 10:1-4, we see Jesus appointing Apostles out 2
of the followers who were with Him. There were many NeXt Man U p .

disciples, but only 12 were designated Apostles, and the
12 were given authority so they could carry out there
mission. Fast forward to Matthew 16:13-20, and we see
Jesus is having a discussion with His disciples about who
the people say He is. Peter speaks out with the great
confession that we use today that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

At that point, Jesus does something that helps Peter and
the rest learn about their new leadership position. Jesus
is passing the torch to them and says that whatever they Mento ring tOd ay for
decide on earth will be supported by the One who is in

heaven. Jesus handing the keys to the Kingdom over to a better tomorrow
the next generation of leaders because His time was

about to be up. The Apostles did not understand this at the time, but after Jesus rose from the
dead and ascended to heaven, the Apostles were the authority for the church as it began.
They built the church according to the Lord’s instructions and then created a future leadership
that would receive the torch when the time was right.

We don’t have a record of when the first Elders were appointed, but we do know that when
Paul and Barnabas went on their missionary trips, they appointed Elders to lead the churches
they planted. Local Elders were given authority to lead according to the instructions of the
Apostles who received their instructions from the Lord. This is called delegated authority and it
can be taken away by the one who gave it if the ones in charge do not follow the rules that
have been established.

Sometimes, leaders can let power go to their heads and they can get out of line. That is human
nature and also why Jesus set up the system the way He did. The Apostles spent time being
mentored by Jesus before they were allowed to take over as the authority for the church. As
they were learning from Jesus, a couple of short mission trips happened so they could have a
test run before the Day of Pentecost when the church was born. When the Apostles appointed
Elders, they led side by side with them in a mentoring relationship so they could train the Elders
and make sure they were ready when the time was right.

Taking the time to mentor future leaders helped reduce the amount of failures due to power
struggles and immature actions. Instead, the future leaders were allowed time to grow into
their positions and appreciate the value of the training they received through mentoring. At
some point throughout the centuries, the concept of mentoring future leaders got lost and
now churches are suffering from a vacuum that was created because of the absence of a plan
for future leaders to take over.

That is why it is so critical for us to search for those we can mentor and encourage so they can
become the great leaders of the church when the time is right. Who is our next man up?
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BACK PORCH “Dirty Hands Build Warm Churches”
CONVERSATIONS Most of us who have grown up in the church will recognize
Nehemiah as one of the books in the Old Testament. A somewhat
smaller group of us probably heard somebody preach a sermon
i using Nehemiah especially when a building campaign was being
&l launched. Unfortunately, there is probably an even smaller group
| of us who actually took the time to study the book of Nehemiah for
personal growth, but that is another article for another day. (If you
are interested in a study of Nehemiah, | can provide the sermons |
preached a few years ago)

When Nehemiah learned about the temple rebuilding project in
Jerusalem, he was more than concerned because the walls were

75| still just a pile of rubble. The temple was complete, but the city was
not protected, and this is why Nehemiah gained permission to travel
to Jerusalem. He became part of the solution because he did not like looking at the problem.

After the project began, we can see in Nehemiah 3 that the priests were working alongside the
others when rebuilding the walls. They had every right to stay in the temple and use their higher
calling as an excuse to get out of work, but they chose to be part of the solution instead. The walls
in Jerusalem were rebuilt in an efficient manner because everybody worked together to make it
happen. That is a great example of teamwork. This is how we can grow as the church.

If you have a church where the people are not afraid to jump in and serve even if it means getting
their hands dirty, then you have a church that will not be afraid to jump in and help the people in
our community at the moment they need us the most. Does that mean we will be perfect? No.
We are all human and we will make mistakes. But it does mean that we will focus on serving God
by putting the needs of the people in our community above our own personal comfort. We can be
part of the solution if we don't like looking at the problem.

Dirty hands can build warm churches because everybody works together to build God’s church.
What about you? Can you get your hands dirty for God? Philippians 2 states that God got His
hands dirty for you. God became the solution because He did not like looking at the problem.
God came down in the form of a human, lived the life we should be living, and suffered the death
that we should be suffering because He loved us more than we will ever understand. No more
sorrow, no more pain because of the lamb Jesus who was slain.

Nehemiah did not recruit the people, equip them, and then return to the palace. He stayed in
Jerusalem and became their governor so he could help them restore the city. If we want to be the
church that God can be proud of, we need to get our hands dirty and quit waiting for somebody
else to come along who can do what it is that we are responsible for doing.

Dirty hands build warm churches

Simply extend a friendly wave and “hello” to your neighbor
If time and money prevent you from executing any of the other
ideas, a friendly greeting will go a long way in establishing
relationships within your community. It's tempting to make
the daily sprint from your car to your house (or vice versa),
but instead, take a moment to greet your neighbor!




REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION

The car in the picture is a 1950 Mercury. As you can see, there
was not much hope for the car as plants were growing in it, but
the finished product looks as good as new. After the owner put
his mind to it, the car became showroom ready. I'm sure it was
discouraging when he started, but he soon found out that it
can be done. The 1950 Mercury was a popular car for movies.
If you watched Rebel without a cause or the musical Grease,
you would recognize this model. In Grease, | believe this model
was driven by a character named Crater-Face.

A complete restoration like this one is not easy. In fact, this is
one of the hardest projects you can take on as far as cars are

concerned because you have to go from bumper to bumper
fixing everything along the way. | remember helping my dad with a 1964 Pontiac Catalina
Convertible and he helped me with a 1978 Triumph Spitfire convertible, and with each vehicle
we had a different set of issues that grew as we worked. A complete restoration is never truly
complete because there is always something to be worked on, but it is a labor of love so it
doesn’t really matter how long it takes.

This is a good picture of the Restoration Movement as we are trying our best to bring the
church back to the Bible. During the first couple of centuries, the church of the New Testament
went through some unhealthy transitions that slowly started moving them away from the
Apostles’ teachings. As the centuries went by, the church moved farther and farther away until
faithful men tried to bring the church back to where it needed to be. Now we have several
hundreds of years’ worth of stories that make up our heritage, and this helps us stay on track
while we continue this labor of love known as the complete restoration of God’s church. We
will never truly be finished because there is so much work that needs to be done, but we are
making progress as we are closer to the book of Acts today than before.

Our church is also a restoration project. Through the years, our church has seen good times
and years that were not so good. And with every set of trials that we have faced, God has been
faithful as He allowed this church to stay open. Even during those dark periods when it felt like
there was no other option, God somehow kept us going because He still believes in us. And
now it is our turn to show God how thankful we are for this opportunity to restore His church.
It is time to move forward as we continue what God has started.

Just like the 1950 Mercury in the picture, there is a lot of work left for us as a church, but it can
be done. We may not be as big as the other churches in the area, but God still wants us to
reach out and connect with the community. We may not have the resources that other
churches may have, but we can still make an impact for Christ. Instead of looking at everything
we may not have, God wants us to look at Him and know that IT CAN BE DONE!

FOOTPRINTS




PAGE 6 FOOTPRINTS

ik A Brief History of “Silent Night”

i The classic Christmas tune was first composed as a poem, and it was
l set to music for the first time in the winter of 1818. “Silent Night” is

: such an iconic Christmas song that it’s hard to imagine it's not some
ancient fold tune that wafted out of the mist one wintery night. But
ichael’s the song did not spring from some holly and ivy-lined fairy glade,
usic instead the origin of the peaceful song comes 200 years ago during

EJ : i oment ‘_'L a turbulent time in Europe.

-

The continent was reeling in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars. Financial scarcity and
insecurity abounded, further stoked by fires, flood and famine. But the conflict was, at least,
finally over. In 1816, Josef Mohr, a Catholic priest from Oberndorf bei Salzburg, which had just
come under Austrian rule, wrote a poem called “Stille Nacht” to commemorate the coming of
peace. Then, he put the poem aside for two years.

He returned to the poem in the winter of 1818, according to CNN’s John Malathronas, when the
river Salzbach flooded into Mohr's parish church of Saint Nicholas. So the congregation could have
music on Christmas Eve, Mohr asked school teacher and church organist Franz Xaver Gruber from
the neighboring village of Arndorf to set his poem to music to be sung by two voices and a guitar.
Gruber wrote the arrangement in an afternoon.

Because guitar was not an instrument approved by the Church, the duo waited until the
conclusion of Christmas Eve mass before debuting the song. Mohr sang tenor and strummed
the guitar while Gruber sang bass, with the congregation coming in on the chorus.

The song might have remained a one-night wonder, but when the organ repairman Karl
Mauracher arrived, he heard the song and took the sheet music home with him to Tyrol, an
area known for its choirs. The choirs began singing the tune, and eventually it was translated
and spread around Europe. In 1839, it come to the United States when the Rainer Family
Singers toured the New World.

According to Edward W. Schmidt at America magazine, by the 1850's, the carol was so popular
and important that the Royal Hofkapelle (court orchestra) in Berlin wanted to trace it’s origins.

The theory was that it may have been composed by Johann Haydn, the brother of well-known
composer Joseph Haydn. Eventually, the inquiry made it back to Gruber, who wrote a brief history
of the tune called “Authentic Origination of the Composition of the Christmas Carol ‘Silent Night.”

The story doesn't end there. In 1912, according to the Austrian National Tourism Office, sculptor
Joseph Muhlbacher wanted to create a memorial to the song’s originators. Though paintings of
Gruber were made during his lifetime, Mohr always resisted having an image made. So
Muhlbacher set about locating Mohr's grave—yes, his grave—in the town of Wagrain, which was
his last posting as a priest. He proceeded to dig up Mohr's skull, using his remains to inform his
sculpture of the two men. For several years, the skull remained in storage. When a chapel named
after the song was constructed on the site of St. Nicholas church in the 1920s, Mohr's skull was
embedded in the wall, where it remains today. Muhlbacher's sculpture of the two men, meanwhile,
stands outside the Silent Night Chapel.

www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/silent-night-celebrates-its-bicentennial-18097 1044
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This month’s Church myth: “Baptism can mean sprinkling or pouring”

This church myth comes up in inter-denominational settings especially when preachers get
together and start talking doctrine. This is also a hot button item when somebody wants to
join the Christian Church and does not understand why we are so “Stubborn” about baptism.
Are we really that stubborn, or have we learned the true mode of baptism?

I have an in depth study for those who are interested in digging deeper, but for the sake of
brevity and clarity, | will try to summarize why | think this myth can be busted.

| used the “Strong’s numbers” to search for original Greek words so the research involved the King
James version of the Bible. | looked up the words for sprinkle, pour, dip, and baptism along with
the various forms that indicate action. In each incident for sprinkle, pour, and dip, there was no
reference to the act of baptism. There was no reference to a person being saved either. There
were references to the blood of Jesus and that could represent salvation, but it was not tied to the
act of baptism. The blood being sprinkled was for ceremonial cleansing and God’s wrath being
poured out causing the blood of Jesus to be spilt. All of those can be used when describing what
happens when a person is saved, but none of that was tied to the act of baptism. Baptism is
necessary for salvation and there are plenty of scriptures to support that fact, but the sprinkling
and pouring was connected to Jesus, not to the person being baptized.

When | searched for the baptism words, in every incident, there was immersion when baptism
was used to describe an action. Using the context of the verses, there was much water and the
person being baptized would go down into the water and come up out of the water. That is
certainly not sprinkling. For this reason, | can confidently say that this myth is busted and like

I mentioned earlier, | have much more research available for those who are interested.

Now here is the answer to the question some of you may have. If sprinkling and pouring are

not baptism, why does it exist today? In AD 150, an idea based on Hebrews 6:4-6 and 10:26 was
created that only sins leading to baptism was forgiven. Any new sin would require a new baptism
if the person wanted to be saved. This meant that the people waited until the last possible minute
to get baptized, and since they were more often than not on their death bed, there was no other
choice but to pour water over them since they could not be immersed. That practice continued
during the dark ages because of the poor quality of water and the fear of people getting sick

from being immersed. Today, water is healthy and there are many options for helping people

get immersed so there is no reason to sprinkle or pour the water.
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What events should we plan?
Let us know what you want to do!

Wednesday Bible Study
7:00pm - Book of Isaiah

2 All Ages are Welcome!
* ]
‘§\o,’Ferb, what/do = ¢ T

you\\w'anna dotoday? =

“Pray for FCC”

We want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers that
go up on our behalf, | am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

Life Lessons Written By Andy Rooney

I've learned....
That love, not time, heals all wounds.

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
The 7th of the Ten Commandments is: Thou shall not commit adultery (Exo 20:14)

Winners: Phillis Jackson / 777 / 777

. # O Y ; Be one of the first 3 people to answer
@ k) A 5 correctly and you will be a winner!
E ‘!‘ "z’ N v = '! = iﬁJ Qi 2

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

This month’s question:
No question for this month
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You Bring the Present: A Women'’s Christmas Devotional
Joshua 2:1-24

Rahab: Bah Humbug

We tend to put a lot of pressure on women around the holidays.
And the women who don’t rise to those expectations are considered a “hot mess.”

We see the one that shows up to the Christmas party with chips and a gift card from the gas
station she stopped at on the way there. The one who puts her kid’'s Halloween candy in their
Christmas stockings. She may be the black sheep of the family that shows up to Christmas with
baggage that is fuller than her carry-on luggage.

This Christmas let’s reconsider the “hot mess.” She may be trying to stretch every penny on a
budget, she may be carrying trauma no one understands, she may be exhausted and doing her
best. Some may look at her and thing, “she is a little scroogie,” but there is no room for judgement
because regardless of her circumstances, she is bringing the present.

Her family is loved, she shows up for her friends, the spirit of Jesus that lives inside of her is fierce
and protective. For her, Christmas is a time to focus on what is really important—her people.

Rahab would have been considered the hottest of messes. She was the definition of marginalized.
She was a woman; she was a Canaanite (enemy of the Jewish people trying to get to the promised
land); and she was a prostitute.

At this time Joshua was in charge of bringing the Jews to the Promised Land, but the city of
Jericho stood in their way. So, he sent two spies to check it out. When the king heard that they
were there, Rahab hid them on her roof. She had heard of the split Red Sea, she had heard of how
the Lord was protecting them, and she decided to believe in the God of the Jewish people. So, this
was her chance to save her family. She snuck the two spies out of the city, but as they left, she told
them: “please swear to me by the Lord that, as | have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal
kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign that you will save my father and mother,
my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.”

So they did; when the city of Jericho was taken, Rahab’s family was spared and her son Boaz
would carry on the family line of Jesus Christ.

How beautiful is the redemptive story of the gospel? The gift of Christmas, the miracle of our savior,
the perfect Christ and hope of the world, was carried by the most marginalized of society, the one
who bore the responsibility for the safety of her family and chose to believe in the God that no one
else in her city believed.

This Christmas let’s link arm in arm with our women who are shrouded in “bah humbug.” Notice
their courage to show up when it's hard. Understand that regardless of the baggage they carry,
they are seen, known, and loved by Jesus who didn't just die for the lost and weary, but used the
lost and the weary to bring Christmas to the world. They bring the present, because they carry the
presence of Jesus in their hearts, and that is a light that shines regardless of the shape of the bulb
that holds it. Ladies, keep bring the present.

Devotion taken from www.bible.com
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Pray for FCC  Mid-Week

Sunday School
(10am)

Worship
(11am)

14

21

28

Chris
Crawford
Preaching

Daily Scriptures
are given for us
in anticipation
of the sermon

1 2
Pray for FCC

reminder to

pray for our

church every
Tuesday

Isaiah 49:1-7 Isaiah 53

8 9
Pray for FCC

James 1:12-18 1 Peter 1:1-12

15 16

Pray for FCC

Rom 4:13-25 Rom 5:12-21

22 23

Pray for FCC

Col 4:1-5 Gal 4:1-20

29 30

Pray for FCC

Socks and Underwear

“Shanks be to God for

fis ineapressibile gift!”

Bible Study

Tpm
(All ages)
3

1 John 2:7-14

10

1 Pe 1:13-25

17

Rom 11:1-10

24

Titus 3

31

(2 Coxinthians 9:15 ESV)

JESUS

is still the bestest

gift of all

11/30 - Unexpected Gift
12/07 - Gift Return
12/14 - Gift Received
12/21 - Best Gift Ever

FCC of Greenwood SC - www.fccgwd.org

Mission of
the Month:

Connie
Maxwell

4

1 John 3:1-10

11

Isaiah 12

18
(Rom 11:11-24)
Newsletter
Submissions
Due

25
Merry
Christmas!

Hebrews &

Leadership
meets as
needed

CALEHBDAR OF BYEHTS - PERBHEBR

BRI 8SAT

Weekly

bulletin will All events

have the most  subject to
current change if

information needed
5 6

John 14:1-14  John 1:9-13
12 13

Rom 3:21-31  John 1:11-18
19 20

Rom 11:25-36 Luke 2:1-14

26 27

Heb 10:1-18  Luke 2:15-20

Communion Meditation:
1st Sunday: Chris Crawford
2nd, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:

Winfreys
4th Sunday: Frank Jackson

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org



“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"”” John 1:29

Merry Christmas! This time of the year is my favorite!

I love all the pretty lights and the amazing songs! But
my favorite part of the year is Christmas Eve. | get to
go out to Waffle House with my family, and | get to
celebrate it with my church! | just love singing about
Jesus and telling the wonderful story of how our
Messiah came into the world! Make sure you spend
some extra time with your family this holiday!

Michaela Winfrey

“For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will

be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6

S

RECIPE OF THE MONTH: Little Debbie Christmas Tree Dip

Ingredients:

2 cartons of Little Debbie Christmas tree cakes / 8 oz pkg cream cheese softened / 1/3 cup
milk / 1 tsp vanilla extract / 1 small container whipped topping / Red and green sprinkles /

Variety of dipping options

Instructions: Unwrap all the Christmas tree cakes, set one aside to garnish / Roughly chop the
unwrapped cakes into cubes, then add them to a mixing bowl. Also add the cream cheese,
milk, and vanilla extract. Using a hand mixer, whip them all together until the mixture is
smooth. / Using a spatula, fold in the whipped topping until evenly combined. / Transfer the
dip to a serving bowl, cover, and refrigerate. / When ready to serve, top with red and green

sprinkles. / Serve with a variety of dipping options







