
Footprints 

What is Love? Baby don’t hurt me! 
If your head started nodding to the side after you read 

the title, you are my kind of special!  Anyway, have you 

figured out what I am doing with the title each month? 

 

As we continue through this journey of God loving the 

world, we are going through the various examples of 

Jesus showing compassion on the people and healing 

them from afflictions.  There was no tactical advantage 

to the healings because Jesus already had a following.  

The role of the Messiah did not depend on healings because He was dying for our 

sins which cures more than just a physical ailment.  There were faith healers during 

His time just like today where people could be “Healed” so why would 

Jesus add to the noise?  Jesus was not interested in gaining popularity 

because if He was, He would have healed people in Jerusalem, not in 

Galilee where nobody important could be found.  Jesus healed those 

who needed it because He loved them.  No other reason.  He just did. 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 Every month, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and 
dessert (Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you 
develop good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that 
covers the Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great 
foundation for learning more about Jesus. 

60. Mark 2:13-17 

61. Luke 5:27-32 

62. Matthew 9:14-17 

63. Mark 2:17-22 

64. Luke 5:33-39 

65. John 5:1-47 

66. Matthew 12:1-8 

67. Mark 2:23-28 

68. Luke 6:1-5 

69. Matthew 12:9-14 

70. Mark 3:1-6 

71. Luke 6:6-11 

72. Matt 12:15-21 

73. Mark 3:7-12 

74. Mark 3:13-19 

75. Luke 6:12-16 

76. Matthew 5:1–8:1 

77. Luke 6:17-49 

78. Matthew 8:5-13 

79. Luke 7:1-10 

80. Luke 7:11-17 

81. Matthew 11:2-19 

82. Luke 7:18-35 

83. Matt 11:20-30 

84. Luke 7:36-50 

85. Luke 8:1-3 

86. Matt 12:22-37 

87. Mark 3:19-30 

88. Matt 12:38-45 

89. Matt 12:46-50 

90. Mark 3:31-35 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 

(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 

 

Spring is almost here!  During the last week of February, we had a few days of warm weather that 

gave us a preview of what we can expect in the next season.  For this month, I would like for us to 

focus on the next season in life.  Whatever you may be facing, the next season can be exciting and 

scary at the same time.  For this reason, we should work on a plan for transitioning into the next 

season.  This plan can be detailed with many steps or just a general summary of what lies ahead. 

 

Here is what I suggest for the plan.  Try to imagine what life will be like in the next season.  What 

are you doing?  Where are you living?  Who are your friends during that season?  Did you make a 

major change in your living situation or a relationship?  It could be fun to take a piece of paper 

and draw a picture of yourself in this new season. 

 

No matter what season of life you are in or you are entering, there is a Bible character who has 

lived it.  Try to find somebody in the Bible who is going through something similar to what you are 

experiencing.  If you need help, I am sure there is a Bible scholar within reach who can help!  If 

you cannot find one, you can always contact the preacher at the First Christian Church of     

Greenwood SC.  Ha-ha! 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 

  

Week 1 - Pray for your attitude that you will be 

warm and loving towards others 

 

Week 2 - Pray for somebody who is in a new 

season of life and let that person know about it 

 

Week 3 - Pray for the church to find new ways 

to connect with the community 

 

Week 4 - Pray for God to do something great 
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Choose to be a Prayer Giant 
by Mike Killebrew (E2elders.org) 

Nearly twenty years ago I had the opportunity to go see 

the Giant Sequoia trees in California at Sequoia National 

Park. I vividly remember walking below these giant trees, 

standing in awe of how incredibly imposing they were 

as they towered above me. Many of them grow to       

exceed 300 feet tall with a 35-foot diameter trunk. They 

live up to 3,000 years and they are rare—only growing 

along a narrow, 260-mile strip on the western slope of 

the Sierra Nevada mountains. They are so rare because 

they need a precise environment to grow. The soil     

condition, weather, altitude, moisture, amount of       

sunlight, and heat all play into their ability to thrive.     

Unless Giant Sequoias are planted in those specific      

conditions, they will never grow to be giants, to be the 

strong trees that entice thousands of guests each year to 

walk beneath. When reading Psalm 1, I think of the Giant Sequoia trees. “Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 

company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law, he meditates 

day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers (Psalm 1:1-3).” A tree doesn’t really 

have a choice where it is planted; it’s by chance that the seed lands in just the right spot, with 

the right conditions being naturally present for growth to occur. It takes root by chance. The 

tree doesn’t decide; it doesn’t have input and there isn’t anything it can do to determine its     

future. We, however, have a choice where we are going to plant ourselves. We have a choice. 

 

I need to choose more frequently to pray. There are far too many times I realize at the end        

of the day while reflecting on the many moments of the day, that I did not choose to pray.    

Perhaps I missed out on His indescribable power simply because I didn’t choose to ask for it. I 

didn’t move in His direction to experience His power for that moment, for that conversation,    

or that lost opportunity. Throughout his letters to the various churches, Paul consistently        

emphasized importance of prayer and encouraged us to pray without ceasing. In Ephesians, 

Paul wrote about how he constantly prayed for the church, asking that they be strengthened 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and filled with the knowledge of God's will. He also prayed that 

they would have spiritual wisdom and understanding, and that they would live lives that were 

worthy of their calling as believers in Jesus Christ. The prayer life of Paul was a central part of his 

life and ministry. He emphasized the importance of prayer, both for himself and for others, and 

encouraged his readers to pray without ceasing. Through his example, we can see the power 

of prayer and the impact it can have on those around us. Paul chose to pray. 

 

One of the other fascinating facts about the Giant Sequoia trees is that they don’t have deep 

roots, surprisingly they are only about six to twelve feet deep, while a single root may travel    

laterally as much as 300 feet. They don’t have a tap root. They thrive and grow strong because 

their root systems are intertwined with one another, literally holding each other up. The trees 

grow close to each other and depend on one another as they grow stronger. 

Let’s do the same: choose stronger prayer, together. 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 
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"Lessons from Leviticus” (Brian Jennings) 

6 – Apologizing isn‘t always enough (Lev 5-6). 

 

Apologizing is a necessary beginning, but it’s not always the 

end. God required the Israelites to pay restitution when they 

wronged another person, plus twenty percent. Why? Because 

God wants us to make every effort possible to restore peace 

with others. Paying restitution does not guarantee they will 

accept an apology, but it sure does help. Repentance as an  

inward experience often needs an outward expression. If I 

were to steal someone’s wallet with their last dollar in it, 

would apologizing to them and asking God for forgiveness be enough? What if I were to spread a 

rumor that destroyed someone’s reputation? Would asking God’s forgiveness restore that person’s 

reputation? Real repentance will authenticate itself by seeking to make things right for those who 

have been wronged. The scheming ways ways of Zacchaeus drove many to poverty and him to 

great wealth. But before his dinner party with Jesus ends, he’s determined to make things right. He 

declares that he’s going to pay back everyone four times the amount he wrongfully charged them. 

Jesus declares, “Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). Repentance without change 

isn’t repentance at all. Repentance without restitution can be highly questionable. 

 

7 – We’ve all been ordained as priests (Lev 8). 

 

During Aaron’s ordination, he stepped through a variety of stages that mirror the steps to            

becoming part of the family of God (Acts 2:38). He needed to repent and undergo a ceremonial 

washing. Moses performed an offering for Aaron’s sins and anointed him for his priestly duty. Do 

you see it? “Repent and be baptized [washing] for the remission of sin [sacrifice] and you will      

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit [anointing].” This ordination anticipates when Peter would          

later say, “You are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.” If you are a   

Christ-follower you have a priestly role to fill in helping others bridge to God. 

 

8 – Do everything the Lord commands. 

 

Pay Pay Pay Pay Pay Pay Pay attention to the repetition. Seven times – that’s the number of times a 

section from chapter 8 ended with something like, “And they did everything God commanded”  

(vs. 4, 9, 13, 17, 21, 29, 36). They did not pick and choose what to obey. They did not do some of 

what the Lord commanded. They did it ALL. Daily we find ourselves at crossroads. May we do all 

the Lord commands today. 

 

9 – There is complete joy and reverence in God’s presence. 

 

When you show up at your friend’s house, you might be the life of the party. Or you might just 

blend in. Or you might be a party pooper. But there is nothing like what happens when God 

shows up! After following all of God’s commands (see previous lesson), “The glory of the Lord     

appeared to all the people…When all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown” 

(9:24). When they experienced God’s presence, they tasted his goodness and they shouted for joy. 

They also tasted his holiness and they fell facedown. A proper response to God includes both joy 

and reverence. 
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“Pulling people out of heaven part 3” - Earl Winfrey 

“In essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty, in all things, love.”  This was the first quote I 

learned when being taught Restoration History at a local church.  Although this quote did 

not originate within the movement, it has done more for advancing our cause than any   

other quote.  It represents the attitude behind our goal to become a people of the Word, 

and is an ideal that we should get back to if we expect to survive as a Movement. 

 

Unlike other Ministers who have written off the movement, I believe that our movement is 

still alive and well, but underneath the surface, we are in danger of having a heart attack if 

we continue on our present course.  The problem is not the battle between contemporary 

and the traditional.  The problem is not between the mega church and the small church.  

The problem is not even between Midwest churches and the rest of the country. 

 

 The problem with our Restoration Movement today is the fact that we have 

 become so focused on keeping ourselves from becoming a denomination 

 that we ended up becoming a denomination. 

 

Let’s think about this for a moment.  A denomination is a collection of churches that join   

together to support each other and protect each other from outside influence.  They create 

their own set of beliefs often called creeds and require that every member of their churches 

follow them.  If a creed is not followed, the person or church will be rejected and their       

affiliation with the denomination will be terminated.  Unfortunately, this means that if     

there is any part of a creed you don’t agree with, you either have to remain silent and      

stay or speak up and get removed.  This is what our movement has become although             

I am sure that there are people who will not agree with me. 

 

How can I say we became a denomination when we don’t have any creed but Christ? 

 

I think the better question is this.  Have we created creeds without knowing that they are 

creeds?  The answer to that question is yes.  We don’t call them creeds because we use     

the actual passages of scriptures instead of our own words, but we still treat them like 

creeds.  We don’t call ourselves a denomination but we still act like a denomination because 

we reject anybody who does not believe the same way we do.  How can we tell if our 

churches have gone this far?  Here is a question you can ask to help you figure this out. 

 

When was the last time your church participated in an event or even promoted 

an event that involved a church that did not believe the same way you do? 

 

If you can answer that question with a time and date, congratulations, you have not gone 

off the deep end yet.  However, if you cannot remember the last “Kingdom-minded”      

event your church promoted, it may be time to check the church to see if the heart is still 

functioning the way it should.  How can you check this out?  For this answer, I will return   

to the quote from the beginning of this post. “In essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty,   

in all things, love.” We can all agree that this quote represents the attitude behind our 

churches, but we do not always agree on how this quote should be used.  And that     

brings me to the subject of my next post.  To be continued… 
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Epistles: First John 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
The author of this epistle never identified himself by name, but 
Christians since the beginning of the church have considered this letter authoritative, 
believing it was written by John the apostle. That group of witnesses includes Polycarp, 
an early second-century bishop who as a young man knew John personally. In addition, 
the author clearly places himself as part of a group of apostolic eyewitnesses to the life 
and ministry of Jesus, noting that “what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also.” 
 
John did not specify the recipients of this letter, but given his addresses in Revelation 2–3 to   
seven churches in the immediate vicinity of Ephesus—the city where John ministered late in his 
life—he likely had those same churches in mind for this letter. The letter offers little in the way of 
specifics, so pinpointing the date of its composition can be difficult. However, its similarity with 
the gospel composed by John means it was probably written near the same time. A date of 
about AD 90, with John writing from his exile on Patmos, ends up being the best proposition. 
 
Why is First John so important? 
 
The parallelisms in 1 John are striking for their simplicity: Christ vs. antichrists, light vs. darkness, 
truth vs. falsehood, righteousness vs. sin, love of the Father vs. love of the world, and the Spirit of 
God vs. the spirit of the Antichrist. While this is not a complete list, it reveals a letter that presents 
the world in an uncomplicated way—there is right and there is wrong, period. This emphasis by 
John, while striking, is not without love. It’s quite the opposite, in fact. John recognized that love 
comes from God, and he encouraged the believers to love one another (1 John 4:7). John’s first 
epistle teaches that while it is important to recognize the lines between truth and error, it must 
always be done in a spirit of love. 
 
What's the big idea? 
 
As he did in his gospel, John stated with clarity the purpose of his first letter. He proclaimed 
the good news about Jesus to the recipients of this letter, saying “so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ” (1 John 1:3). Later, John added “so that you may not sin” (2:1) and “so that you may 
know that you have eternal life” (5:13). John wanted his readers to experience true fellowship 
with God and with God’s people. But he knew that would not happen until the Christians set 
aside their own selfish desires in favor of the pursuits God had for them. 
 
To help them attain that goal, John focused on three issues: the zeal of the believers, standing 
firm against false teachers, and reassuring the Christians that they have eternal life. John wrote 
to churches full of people who had struggled with discouragement—whether due to their own 
sinful failures or the presence of false teachers in their midst. The aging apostle hoped to ignite 
the zeal of these believers so that they might follow the Lord more closely and stand firm against 
those who meant to sow discord among the churches. In doing so, they would solidify their 
relationship with God and gain confidence in His work in their lives. 
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This month’s Church myth: “As long as Christ is being preached...” 
 

This myth is open-ended because of the widespread use/abuse of the phrase.  Anytime something 

controversial surfaces that includes a reference to Jesus, people tend to justify it by saying that as 

long as Jesus is being preached, there is nothing wrong.  The excuse originates in scripture, but I 

wonder if we may not understand the point of the scripture.  For example, there was a Super Bowl 

commercial that mentioned Jesus’ name and it presented Him in such a way that it is hard to tell if 

the creators are wanting to spread the name of Jesus or if they are simply pushing an agenda.  

Many Christians love it while others are concerned about the mixed signals and vague message it 

sends.  But does it really matter as long as Jesus is preached? 

 

Here is the problem.  Is Jesus being preached?  When the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the     

Philippians, he began by talking about the people preaching while he was sitting in prison.  Some 

were preaching Christ because they loved Paul and they wanted to keep the message going while 

he was not able to be there with them.  Others were preaching Christ because they did not like 

Paul and they thought that if they continued preaching, it would make the Roman soldiers mad at 

Paul and they could increase the pain and discomfort of his being bound by chains.  In both cases, 

there was only one message, Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  The Old Testament 

scriptures prophesied that the Messiah was coming and Jesus was that Messiah.  That message 

has been dividing God’s people ever since the day of Pentecost when Peter preached the first  

Gospel sermon.  Those who believed were convicted and were saved.  Those who did not believe 

rejected Jesus and are still looking for the Messiah. 

 

When people use that passage in Philippians as a way to accept whatever popular questionable 

message being presented, they are assuming that Paul would have agreed with them.  However, I 

have a hard time believing that Paul was saying that it doesn’t matter what message is being 

preached as long as there is some vague reference to Jesus.  What Paul said is that it doesn’t    

matter what their motivation is as long as Christ is being preached, and preaching Christ means 

that they are proving that the prophecies are true.  They are preaching that sin is bad and we are 

all destined to end up in hell.  They are preaching that there is only one way to heaven, and Jesus 

is the way, the truth, and the life.  They are preaching that unless we repent and are baptized, we 

will not be saved.  They are preaching that salvation is available for those who accept Jesus as 

their Savior and Lord. 

 

Before we are able to use the excuse that as long as Jesus is being preached, it’s all good, we need 

to make sure that Jesus is actually being preached.  My guess is that most of the stuff we excuse is 

nowhere close to the preaching the Apostle Paul had in mind. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 
 

We didn’t live on the wrong side of the tracks. We lived ON the tracks! 
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Midweek Bible Study 

On Wednesdays, we will have our regular study at 6pm called          

“From Eden to Exile” which is our Old Testament History study. 

This study is open to all ages. 

 

Along with the regular study at 6pm, we are studying the Book of Daniel 

at 10am for those who are interested in a morning Bible Study.  When 

we are finished with Daniel, we will move on to other Apocalyptic books.  We are beginning 

with the book of Daniel since it is a book that has been abused by many “Prophets” who like to 

push theories that were never meant to be part of church doctrine.  In this class, we go verse by 

verse along with learning background information so we can understand what God is telling us. 

 

What else should we be planning? 

In September, we talked about several activities we would like to have in 2023 such as having a 

Fellowship Meal after Youth Sundays and other events.  We started having the 5th Sunday 

meals, but what about the other stuff we discussed?  Who wants to help us plan those events? 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

We should seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness (Deut 4:29/Matt 6:33) 

Winners: Phillis Jackson/Bruce Brower/Michaela Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

Who was the first child born? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

We want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers that        

go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special              

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 
When I was in the Air Force, I learned how to work on the electrical 
systems of the aircraft.  During one block of classes, I learned how to 
troubleshoot and find the cause of the problem.  The main point of 
troubleshooting is to look beyond the symptoms to find the issue.  
For example, if the wing was not moving like it should, instead of 
replacing the wing, we would check the wiring to see if there was 
something preventing the electricity from getting to the wing.  We 
would also check the control switch to make sure it is working 
properly and then follow the circuit all the way to the source before 
trying to replace the wing.  More often than not, there was a place 
in the wiring where the insulation was worn and it made contact 
with the metal causing a short which rendered the wing useless.  If 
we replaced the wing, it would not have fixed the problem and the aircraft would still be sitting on 
the ground.  It is important to check for the reason why something is happening instead of just 
looking at the symptoms. 
 
Over the last month, there have been several opportunities to dive in head first with discussions 
involving the latest headlines about Jesus commercials and college revivals. I have tried to keep my 
distance other than a couple of discussions with people I can trust to not get crazy with the typical 
Facebook heat. There seems to be a plethora of opinions for both sides of the fence for these     
topics so I do not need to add anything else to that. 
 
What I would like to talk about is the root cause for the drama that comes from opinionated 
"Debates" and that cause is the status quo. I have mentioned before that following the status 
quo is what makes the status quo the status quo. 
 
Why do some Christians get mad at other Christians when they disagree with the latest trend or 
activity that brings attention from the masses? It is because those who disagree are not following 
the status quo. 
 
There are unwritten rules for the status quo that says if one group of Christians decides to like 
something that is receiving attention from the media, all Christians must like it or else they are not 
real Christians. That is why some Christians get mad if you are not head over heels in love with the 
latest ad campaign that claims to be accomplishing something for the Lord. 
 
The status quo is nothing new. And it has always been counter productive because it tries to keep 
everybody in the same box which means there is no room for growth.  The Israelites followed the 
status quo when they asked God for a king. 
 
Remember the King Saul mess?  They wanted to be like the other nations who have kings so they 
asked God and He told them that He is their King.  The people kept whining so God decided to 
give them what they wanted.  King Saul became selfish and failed miserably as their king.  God 
soon removed him and gave them King David who became the best king they had until Jesus 
showed up to be the King of all kings. 
 
When trying to find something to support, we need to resist the temptation to look for what looks 
good to everybody.  We need to push back against the status quo and look for something that 
points people to the real Jesus, not something that does little more than creates warm and fuzzies. 
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Katy Nichole’s “In Jesus Name (God of Possible)” Goes Viral 
 - www.ccmmagazine.com 

Singer/songwriter, and new Centricity Music signee, Katy Nichole has not 

only gone viral, now reaching well over 150 million people with the chorus 

of her debut single “In Jesus Name (God of Possible),” but she has also 

reached the second highest position on the iTunes overall Top Songs Chart 

while remaining No. 1 on the iTunes Christian and Gospel Chart since the 

songs release. Created from words in 21-year-old Katy’s prayer journal that 

were written in the midst of a global health crisis and in response to her own 

story of suffering, home and healing, “In Jesus Name (God of Possible)” has 

further world-premiered on Christian music’s largest radio network, K-LOVE. The network was made aware 

of the viral song, and unsolicited, played the song during the afternoon drive show January 31. The video 

has since received more that 2.3M views, 381K likes and 14K comments and shares on TikTok and another 

1.8M views, 59K likes and 14K shares on the K-LOVE Facebook page. 

 

Sharing her unwavering belief in God’s ability to heal and the power of prayer, Katy’s debut single is        

connecting with audiences around the world who are looking for healing and restoration in a weary and 

anxious world. In just a few short months following her post of the “In Jesus Name (God of Possible)” chorus 

in TikTok, the song had been heard more than 80 million times. The chorus was inspired by one of Katy’s 

multiple journal entries that proclaims, “I pray for your healing/That circumstances would change/I pray that 

the fear inside would flee/In Jesus name/I pray that a breakthrough would happen today/I pray miracles 

over your life in Jesus name.” Enlisting David Spencer and Grammy-nominated songwriters Ethan Hulse and 

Jeff Pardo to help her finish the song, Katy says, “This song is one of the greatest gifts God could ever give 

me. I want to be a good, faithful servant to the Lord. I’m just grateful to be His vessel.” 

 

“Katy is a special and rare combination of vocalist and songwriter all wrapped in an incredible story of God’s 

faithfulness,” says John Mays, Senior Vice President of A&R, Centricity Music. “That story is woven through 

every song and every step of her journey in some way, and we feel privileged and excited to now become 

some part of the work God is so obviously doing through her life and music.” “Katy’s story is such a reflection 

of God’s grace in her life. It permeates every song she writes and every song she sings,” says Steve Ford, who 

stepped away from his role as General Manager of Centricity Music to manage Katy Nichole, as well as    

Centricity Music band Unspoken. “There is such authenticity and originality in her art that I wanted to be  

involved in any way I could.” 

 

“We met Katy around a year ago and were impressed with her love for God and the hard work she’s shown 

to pursue this calling,” says Jeff Roberts, Founder, Jeff Roberts Agency. “She’s an incredibly gifted young  

writer with the talent to translate those songs to the live environment. She’s also surrounded by a great 

team, and we’re looking forward to where the Lord leads this journey in the years ahead.” Prior to writing 

“In Jesus Name (God of Possible),” Katy was diagnosed with scoliosis and underwent surgery to straighten 

her spine, which led to persistent post-surgery pain that sent her into a bedridden mental and emotional  

spiral. Three years later, Katy went back in for an operation to essentially remove the metal rods and screws 

that had been placed in her back. “I go into the second surgery, and I come out of it, and the smoke cloud of 

depression was gone. I encountered the Lord in that moment,” Katy remembers. “When I got my X-rays after 

surgery, my spine was actually straighter than when the rods had been in it. So when I say that God can do 

miracles, I mean it, because I’ve seen it.” 

 

Serving as both an ambassador for the Shriners Hospitals for Children and as a volunteer for Musicians On 

Call, her healing has also emboldened her to be an advocate for others facing health challenges. It’s further 

given her a new direction for her music—and her life. “There’s no story that doesn’t matter to God. Every  

story was written by Him, and He’s the greatest author of all time,” Katy declares. “God’s healed me, so I 

know He can heal someone else. I’m going to share my story and hope it will encourage others to go and 

share theirs.” 
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The Spirit of a Woman 
“[Your beauty] should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty 

of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.”  
- 1 Peter 3:4 

 

Oh, if only we could truly capture the spirit of today’s passage! Today we are drastically in need of 

women who are satisfied with themselves inwardly and reflect a soft and tender peacefulness in 

their lives. Too often as women we have become loud, aggressive, and masculine in manners. We 

have left God’s pattern of womanhood, sometimes trying to be better men than men themselves. 

 

How do I define “feminine”? Not a particular style of dress or interior decorating. “Feminine” can 

take on an infinite variety of physical appearances. Instead, I see “feminine” as a softness, a         

gentleness, and a graciousness. That’s not to say, though, that a woman cannot be the president 

of a corporation or an active participant in the business world. She certainly can, yet a feminine 

woman will have a softness and graciousness that men simply don’t have. To me, “feminine” also 

means that a woman has a sense of who she is apart from what she does. She nurtures a strong 

spirituality and manifests the fruit of the Spirit in every aspect of her life (Galatians 5:22-23). 

“Femininity” also brings to my mind a woman’s deep concern for her husband and children, the 

ability to submit to her husband when appropriate (Ephesians 5:21), and the maternal awareness 

that she is raising not only her children but generations to come. Finally, a truly feminine woman 

understands the “mystique” of being a godly wife and mother. 

 

The “gentle and quiet spirit” which Peter refers to —this tranquillity, this sense that a woman is at 

peace with herself, this ability to share the fruit of the Spirit with people she comes in contact 

with—results from a woman’s relationship with God. When a woman has this inner peace, she 

doesn’t feel any need to prove herself to her husband, or to anyone else. Confident in herself and 

aware of her God-given strengths, she doesn’t feel compelled to use those strengths to control  

other people. She enjoys an inner contentment that isn’t based on accomplishments, status,        

authority, power, or other people’s opinions. 

 

As I mentioned earlier, this woman of God has learned the value of being as opposed to doing. 

Too many women today have forgotten how to simply be. They have bought into the lie of doing 

and have become highly obsessive-compulsive about getting work done. As a result, they are cut 

off from their feminine feelings and nature. 

 

A woman who walks closely with her God, however, is free from competitiveness, aggressiveness, 

and the need to prove her worth. Yes, she may be aggressive and high-energy by temperament or 

competitive and very capable in the business world, but the fact is that she is affirmed not by other 

people but by her God. Such a woman “speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her 

tongue” (Proverbs 31:26), and her family is blessed: “Her husband has full confidence in her and 

lacks nothing of value. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life….Her children arise 

up and call her blessed” (Provers 31:11, 12, 28). Such a woman inspires the man of her life to rise to 

his own greatness, and she supports him unconditionally in his search for fulfillment and achieve-

ment. And such a woman—one closely in tune with God—is indeed worthy of praise as she models 

godly values and high moral standards. A woman’s gentle and quiet spirit makes her a blessing to 

the people around her. 

 

Continued on page 13… 
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… Continued from page 12 

Gentleness, patience, and devotion to God—traits which I view as components of godly femininity—

are qualities which hold society together and provide hope for the future. We have an incredible 

responsibility! History shows that as the woman goes, so goes the family. You give meaning and 

purpose to a home. You are the heartbeat, pumping vital blood into the family system by setting 

the spirit and tone. You help other establish and live by moral standards. The femininity I am        

describing teaches, inspires, and civilizes. It brings glory to God and hope to His world. And such 

femininity also has a real “mystique” about it. Men look to women to bring out their gentler natures 

and their highest ideals, to inflame their passions, and to motivate them to achievement. One 

mother, wise about the more practical side of the feminine mystique, offered a piece of advice to 

her future daughter-in-law. The groom-to-be was a minister and an avid reader who spent large 

amounts of time in the library studying and preparing for the next Sunday’s sermon. The mother 

said to her son’s intended: “John loves to study and often works late into the night at the library. 

Don’t try to change him, but always have his dinner in a warm oven and keep a pot of coffee on 

the stove.” The young lady listened to her future mother-in-law and, at last account, she had been 

married to Pastor John for over 40 years. 

 

Pastor John’s wife was an example of “that kind of deep beauty…seen in the saintly women of old 

who trusted God and fitted in with her husband’s plans” (1 Peter 3:5 TLB). This type of woman can 

be irresistible to men. This femininity is a rarity in today’s culture, and the traditional male still seeks 

valiantly for it. The mystique works. Are you letting it enrich your marriage? 

 

Thoughts for Action 

• Write in your journal several activities that help you feel feminine. Consider a few of these: buy 

fresh flowers for your home, light a candle, get a new haircut or add something new to your 

makeup collection, read a love story or poem, buy that dress you’ve been looking at, pamper 

yourself with a new bottle of perfume, buy a new set of sheets, start a daily exercise program, 

unclutter your room 

• Choose at least one new activity this week and then another one next week 

Additional Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:33, Ephesians 4:32 

Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 



Calendar of Events - March 2023

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer - 9:30am 
Coffee - 9:45am 
S.S. - 10am 
Worship - 11am 

 
Daily Scriptures 
are given for us 
in anticipation 
of the sermon 

Pray for FCC 
reminder to 
pray for our 
church every 

Tuesday 

Mid-Week 
Bible Study 

 
10am and 6pm 

(All ages) 

Mission of 
the Month: 

 
Johnson     

University 

Weekly 
bulletin will 

have the most 
current 

information 

 
All events 
subject to 
change if 
needed 

  
Elders meet as 

needed. For   
questions, see 
Frank or Chris 

 1 
 
 

Matt14:13-21 

2 
 
 

Mark 6:32-44 

3 
 
 

Luke 9:10-17 

4 
(John 6:1-21) 

Women’s    
Bible Study 

(2pm) 

5 6 
 
 

Acts 5:12-42 

7 
Pray for FCC 

 
2 Cor 3 

8 
 
 

1 John 4 

9 
 
 

John 6:22-40 

10 
 
 

John 6:41-59 

11 
(John 6:60-71) 

Move clocks 
forward 1 

hour 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

Leviticus 20 

14 
Pray for FCC 

 
Deut 17:1-7 

15 
 
 

John 7:1-24 

16 
 
 

John 7:25-36 

17 
 
 

John 7:37-52 

18 
 
 

John 8:1-11 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 

John 9 

21 
Pray for FCC 

 
John 10:1-21 

22 

 
 

John 10:22-42 
 

23 
(John 11:1-16) 

Newsletter    
Submissions 

Due 

24 
 
 

John 11:17-37 

25 
 
 

John 11:38-57 

26 
 

Earl on vacation 
 

Guest Preacher 

27 
 
 

Psalm 118 
 

28 
Pray for FCC 

 
Zechariah 9 

29 
No Midweek 
Study today 

 
Matt 21:1-11 

30 
 
 

Mark 11:1-11 
 

31 
 
 

Luke 19:28-40 
 

 
 
 
 


