
Footprints 

What’s Love Got To Do With It? 

The second month of the year contains a holiday that 

friends of mine like to call “Hallmark” holidays.  These 

are the holidays that help the Hallmark card company 

make up for lost profits during the rest of the year.  It is 

also good business for florists and the Russell Stover 

company.  What holiday is this?  Valentine’s Day. 

February 14 is the day girls look forward to and guys 

dread.  That is the day that love is celebrated through 

the giving of gifts and those gifts of flowers and        

chocolates are usually gone by the end of the week.  The flowers die and the      

chocolate is eaten but the memory of the moment lasts much longer. 

In the Bible, we read about a gift of love that will not disappear by the 

end of the week and it brings eternal life in heaven with it. 

 

“God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any address changes 
so we can keep our records up to date. 

Welcome to our newsletter!  
Volume 9, Issue 2 

February, 2023 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 Every month, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and 
dessert (Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you 
develop good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that 
covers the Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great 
foundation for learning more about Jesus. 

32. John 2:1-11  
33. John 2:12-22  
34. John 2:23–3:21  
35. John 3:22-36  
36. John 4:1-42  
37. Luke 3:19, 20  
38. Matthew 4:12-17  
39. Mark 1:14, 15  
40. Luke 4:14, 15  
41. John 4:43-45  
42. John 4:46-54  
43. Luke 4:16-30  
44. Matthew 4:18-22  
45. Mark 1:16-21  
 

46. Luke 5:1-11  
47. Matthew 8:14-17  
48. Mark 1:21-34  
49. Luke 4:31-41  
50. Matthew 4:23-25  
51. Mark 1:35-39  
52. Luke 4:42-44  
53. Matthew 8:2-4  
54. Mark 1:40-45  
55. Luke 5:12-16  
56. Matthew 9:1-8  
57. Mark 2:1-12  
58. Luke 5:17-26  
59. Matthew 9:9-13  

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
Singing is an excellent way to focus the mind while engaging in a physical activity that can help 

the body relax.  Singing songs that have Christian lyrics can help your attitude improve because 

you are focusing on God.  Praise songs and hymns are not just for Sunday morning.  They can be 

useful during the week too. 

 

Each week this month, pick a day for singing.  You can choose to sing one song or several songs 

and if you have time, you can do this more than once.  Be careful when selecting the songs for 

this exercise.  Choose songs that have lyrics that mean something.  Pick at least one hymn or 

praise song to make sure you are able to focus on the Lord.  If you have a journal, write the lyrics 

in the journal so you can remind yourself of what you sang. 

 

Along with singing the songs, you should pray whatever comes to mind after the song is finished.  

If the lyrics are appropriate, feel free to pray the lyrics of the song.  Spend time reflecting on the 

thoughts that show up and let the moment move you into a better place mentally.  Ask God to 

help you see something that you have not seen before. 

 

After singing and praying, find a passage of scripture to read.  If you can, try to match the verses to 

the lyrics of a song.  Read the passage several times that day and try to let the words move you. 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
 

Week 1 - Pray for a friendship either new or old 

 

Week 2 - Pray for somebody who is no longer in 

a relationship or struggling with one 

 

Week 3 - Pray for the church 

 

Week 4 - Pray for your relationship with God 
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Many Purposes, 1 Purpose 
by Mike Ludwig (E2elders.org) 

Years ago, after reading Stephen Covey’s The Seven  

Habits of Highly Effective People, and going through 

some life mapping material, I wrote a mission statement 

for my life. I had a job then; I was a follower of Jesus, but 

with less experience than I now have; I had children at 

home—there were things in my life that were different—

and yet, there are things that haven’t changed, even 

though I am now retired. I find myself in a situation 

where my goals have changed, but I don’t think my   

purpose has…  

 

All that said, let me humbly ask the question, “What is  

my purpose in 2023?” Ten or twelve years ago, I wrote, 

“In everything, I want to bring glory to God, whatever     

I eat or drink or do or plan” (from Isaiah 43:7 and 

1 Corinthians 10:31). So, that means I am a God-praiser, a glory-giver! 

 

As the spiritual leader of my household and a husband, my purpose is to pray with my wife and 

to love her and lead our family like Jesus does. For me in 2023, that means doing less of some 

things: arguing my point and being demanding; and doing more of other things: studying my 

wife more to know her and how best to love her.  

 

As a father and grandfather, I am a signpost and a compass, always pointing my adult children 

and my granddaughter to God in the time we spend together, in the advice I give, in the help I 

offer, in the example I set, and in the love I share.   

 

Personally, I am a student and teacher of God’s Word and ways. I need to stay rooted in the 

Word and in prayer. For me, that means starting each day this year reading one chapter of 

Scripture and journaling about what I read. And it means studying whatever book of the Bible 

we are going through in the Bible study I lead and writing study guide questions for my fellow 

students, and being prepared to lead discussion every Sunday.  

 

As a mentor, my purpose is to lovingly guide and encourage any men that I meet in a way that 

both honors them and our Lord. For me, that means I need to be aware of the needs of men 

around me, to stay in constant prayer for them and to stay in touch with them throughout the 

week, as well as meeting with them and praying with them frequently.  

 

Finally, as an elder, I need to be a shepherd who is in among the sheep, and a good example 

for them (the congregation of our church). I need to be that example in how I act, think and 

live (and I need to do that with a healthier, perhaps lighter, temple of the Holy Spirit). I need to 

be in worship with them with consistence and total engagement. I need to do life with them, 

being a better listener, earning their trust, and blessing them relationally, the way Jesus would.   

That’s a lot of hats, but I see a thread running through this, don’t you? My purpose now, not 

that different from years ago, is basically to be more like Jesus. He was all about His purpose, 

and I need to be all about the purpose He has laid on my life in 2023! 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 
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23rd Psalm Story 
(Marsha Tarlton) 

 

A member of the church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. 

After a few weeks, the pastor decided to visit him. 

 

It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. 

Guessing the reason for his pastor’s visit, the man welcomed him, led him into a comfortable chair 

near the fireplace, and waited.  

 

The pastor made himself at home but said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the 

dance of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, 

carefully picked up a brightly burning ember, and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone then 

he sat back in his chair, still silent.  

 

The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember’s flame flickered and di-

minished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead.  

 

Not a word has been spoken since the initial greeting. The pastor glanced at his watch and realized 

it was time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember, and placed it back in the 

middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and warmth of the   

burning coals around it.  

 

As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running down his cheek, ‘Thank  

you so much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I will be back in church next Sunday.’ 

 

We live in a world today, which tries too much with too little. Consequently, few listen. Sometimes 

the best sermons are the ones left unspoken. 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd ----- that’s a Relationship! 

I shall not want ----- that’s Supply! 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ----- that’s Rest! 

He leadeth me beside still waters ----- that’s Refreshment! 

He restoreth my soul ----- that’s Healing! 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness ----- that’s Guidance! 

For His name sake ----- that’s Purpose! 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death ----- that’s Testing! 

I will fear no evil ----- that’s Protection! 

For thou art with me ----- that’s Faithfulness! 

Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me ----- that’s Discipline! 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies ----- that’s Hope! 

Thou anointest my head with oil ----- that’s Consecration!  

My cup runneth over ----- that’s Abundance! 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ----- that’s Blessing! 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord ----- that’s Security! 

Forever ----- that’s Eternity! 

Face it, God loves you! 
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"Lessons from Leviticus” (Brian Jennings) 

 

3 – God invites us to dinner (Lev. 3). 

 

The fellowship offering was the only offering for which the 

average Hebrew could participate. A meal was a covenant  

expression of welcome. The Fellowship offering was their    

opportunity to gather as guests around God’s table to witness 

once again his divine provision. We have an opportunity 

weekly to gather around a table at the invitation of God to 

witness once again the provision of God through the sacrifice 

of His Son on our behalf. Jesus established this new covenant feast … the Lord’s Supper. Jesus sets 

the condition of table fellowship in him. It is his blood, his body, his sacrifice that draws us back to 

him. This table is about covenant. It is about relationship with God. It is about Him inviting us to 

dine with him, to spend time with him, to get to know him, to love and be loved by him. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

4 – Offerings are intended to draw us close.  

 

The word “offering” could be translated as “the come-near-me thing.” Our gifts are intended to 

God draw us close. Jesus knows that our hearts  become attached to the recipients of our gifts. It’s 

why the more you give to a church, charity, or child, the more you love them. “For where your 

treasure is, there your hearts will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  

 

Some might have complained that offering livestock or grain was a pointless waste. Some would 

be just as wrong as those who criticized the woman who poured expensive perfume on Jesus. 

“Leave her alone,” Jesus said. “Wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she 

has done will also be told, in memory of her” (Mark 14:9). As she gave a valuable offering to Jesus, 

her heart drew close.  

 

5 – God provides a way for the poor to participate without shame (Lev. 5:7). 

 

“I’d like to come to church, but these are the nicest clothes I have.” I’d just met Kevin in our Food 

Pantry. Hearing him assume that God or our church would not accept him based on his clothing 

was heartbreaking. Lots of people assume that their best will never be acceptable to God. 

 

While Leviticus gave precise instructions for what is acceptable for each offering, God provided  

relief for those who cannot afford the costly offerings. For instance, if one could not afford a lamb, 

they could bring two pigeons. God doesn’t turn the poor away simply because they are unable to 

pay their “fair share”. He seeks presence with them too. 

 

In the same way, Jesus spent most of his time with the outcast, the poor, and despised. While the 

Pharisees gloated about their position, Jesus demonstrated that God still has a heart for nearness 

to the poor and oppressed. Paul even acknowledges that the early church had a particular reach 

for including the poor in the gospel proclamation (1 Cor 1:26).  
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“Pulling people out of heaven part 2” - Earl Winfrey 

“We are not the only Christians, we are Christians only.”  This is a quote that has been part of the 

Restoration Movement ever since the 1800s, and it is usually printed somewhere in the literature of 

a Christian Church.  The quote is a great summary of our goal as the Restoration Movement.  We 

do not claim to be the only Christians, but we do claim to be Christians only.  Well, that is what we 

like to say, but that is not how we act.  Most of the time, we usually get that quote backwards: 

 

“We are not Christians only, we are the only Christians.” 

 

Continuing the train of thought created last month, I have seen several people, and in some cases, 

whole churches that reject the slightest variance to what they consider to be the purest form of 

the New Testament church, the church they attend.  Apparently, everybody attends the perfect 

church because everybody knows what the Bible says which means that nobody has the right to 

question everybody’s church when learning the Bible.  Confused yet? 

 

There is only 1 man who mastered the Bible, and He is the person who wrote it! 

 

At the risk of turning this post into a rant, I want to take a few paragraphs to offer some food for 

thought.  First of all, when the “Fab 4” of our movement began to organize during the 1800s,   

they never once made it their goal to create a new denomination of churches.  In fact, the direct 

opposite was their goal, and that was to get rid of the denominational structure that was created  

a few generations after the Apostles left the earth. 

 

Secondly, when organizing the movement, the founders never once tried to condemn a person    

to hell based solely on the fact that their church believed differently.  I’m not talking about the  

ministers who left the church altogether and chased after false religions.  I’m talking about the  

Baptist/Presbyterian/Methodist/Etc brethren they were trying to reach.  They reasoned with them 

and taught the Bible to them.  They never once tried to destroy the churches or condemn them for 

being part of a denomination.  Instead, the denomination branded them as heretics and they had 

no choice but to start their own churches. 

 

If we want to maintain the ideals of the Restoration Movement, we MUST remember that our goal 

has never been to condemn other churches or the people who attend those churches.  Our goal 

has always been and should continue to be the education of the people so they will understand 

the Bible clearly and make up their own minds to follow or leave the churches they attend. 

 

Somewhere between the 1800s and 2023, we developed a “Holier than Thou” attitude towards 

those who do not agree with what we believe, and I have a theory about this.  And that theory 

will be the subject for next month.  To be continued… 

“Testify to Love” - Avalon 
(Chorus) For as long as I shall live, 

I will testify to love. 

I'll be a witness in the silences 

When words are not enough. 

With every breath I take, 

I will give thanks to God above. 

For as long as I shall live, 

I will testify to love.  
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Epistles: Second Peter 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
Peter introduced himself at the beginning of the letter as 
“a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,” and he addressed 
the letter “to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours” (2 Peter 1:1). Only        
later does it become apparent that Peter was writing to the same group of believers who had 
received his first letter. In 2 Peter 3:1, the author reflected that this is “the second letter I am   
writing to you.” 
 
Peter wrote this letter from Rome soon after he wrote 1 Peter in AD 64–66. So what would  
have prompted another letter to the same group so soon after the first? From the contents of 
the letter, it appears that Peter had received reports of false teachers in and among the churches 
in Asia Minor. The apostle warned them about the insidious presence of those who spread    
heresies among the people (2 Peter 2:1), marking such difficulties as a sign of the last days (3:3). 
Peter wanted to encourage his people to stand firm and to instruct them on how to do that. 
 
Why is Second Peter so important? 
The churches of Asia Minor were not just struggling with the persecution and suffering           
addressed in Peter’s first letter; they also had strife and dissension within their ranks. In an       
effort to stem the tide of heresy and false teaching among the Christians, Peter emphasized    
the importance of learning and clinging to the proper knowledge of God. In fact, this concept 
was so important to him that the word knowledge appears—in one form or another—some     
fifteen times in the span of this short, three-chapter letter. 
 
Peter’s theme in his second letter is a simple one: pursue spiritual maturity through the Word of 
God as a remedy for false teaching and a right response to heretics in light of Christ’s promised 
second coming (2 Peter 1:3, 16). When false teachers begin to whisper their sweet words into 
the ears of immature Christians, the body of Christ begins to break apart, to lose what makes it 
distinctive in the first place—faith in the unique person and work of Jesus Christ. Peter repeatedly 
points to the Word of God as the primary means of growth for the Christian. He encouraged 
his readers to apply themselves to acquiring the true knowledge of God and living out the life 
of faith with “all diligence,” so that they may “be found by [Jesus] in peace, spotless and blame-
less” (1:5; 3:14). And if believers did not follow his advice, they would be giving their Christian 
community over to the heretics, people who look to “exploit . . . with false words” (2:3). 
 
As with the recipients of Peter’s letter, we all go through difficult times. Those trials seem to hit 
us even harder when the source of the struggles comes from somewhere or someone close to 
us. We know intuitively this is true in our personal lives: a rift in a marriage, an unwed daugh-
ter’s unexpected pregnancy, or an abusive relationship with a relative. But it holds true within 
the church as well. 
 
Believers can create dissension in multiple ways, particularly in the areas of relationships and 
theology. To guard against that kind of discord—both in our families and our churches—God’s 
people need to know who He is. Our knowledge of God through His Word is the first line of  
defense against the conflicts that threaten to tear us apart. As Peter wrote: “Be on your guard  
so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men . . . but grow in the grace  
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:17–18). 
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This month’s Church myth: “You cannot build a church using old people” 
 

This may be a familiar story to many of us.  A church is declining in attendance and offering so 

they decide to send their Elders to a conference to see if they can get some resources to help them 

grow.  The conference goes well and they return with a new sense of direction and they call a 

meeting to share what they learned.  They have been without a Minister for a while and the Elders 

have been sharing the pulpit, taking turns with the sermon each week.  They had a few Ministers 

come in but none of them worked out.  Nobody wanted to serve at their church, and the Elders 

think that they know why after they attended the conference. 

 

The meeting is called and the 50 members of the church show up, most of them retired and a few 

grandkids sprinkled in.  They were 200 members before their Minister passed away and they have 

been struggling to get back to that number.  As the Elders begin to share what they learned, you 

can see a mixed reaction as the members were facing an ugly “truth” that they were afraid of.   

The Elders told them that you cannot build a church using old people, so the only way to survive 

would be to hire a young minister and give them the church.  They would need to go along with 

the changes because the young man would know how to bring in the young families and their 

church may look different, but at least they will survive. 

 

Although I just made up this scenario, it came from various discussions and experiences I had  

from conferences, seminary classes, and Ministers from churches who have been going through 

transitional turmoil.  Each time, I would cringe when I hear about the search for the young       

minister and how they cannot grow without young families.  The problem is not with the hiring  

of young ministers because we do need to make sure the future is bright, and having a minister 

who is not going to die in the next 10 years is definitely a good thing, but when you have to  

wave the white flag of surrender because you have been told you are out of options, I can’t     

help but wonder if there could be a better way. 

 

Who wrote the rule that you cannot build a church with old people?  I would be willing to bet 

that the same person who wrote that rule probably wrote the rule that a small church cannot be a 

healthy church.  Both of those flawed ways of thinking fall into the category of heretical hooey.  

Have we forgotten the fact that God is in charge of growth (1 Corinthians 3)?  Have we lost faith 

in following the model of the church in the book of Acts?  None of them shunned the old in favor 

of the new.  Instead, they used the Elders to lead the church as God made it grow.  Why can’t we 

do the same?  I guess this myth is plausible, but we should never underestimate the power of a 

praying Grandma!  Senior citizens can help us if we don’t push them to the side. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 
 

Marriages are made in heaven. But so is thunder and lightning. 
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Midweek Bible Study Returns February 1 

After being on hold for over a year, it is time to bring it back so we can 

provide educational opportunities for those who are interested.  On 

Wednesdays, we will have our regular study at 6pm called “From Eden to 

Exile” which is our Old Testament History study.  We will continue with 

the Israelites leaving Egypt as our last lesson was the crossing of the Red 

Sea.  This study is open to all ages. 

 

Along with the regular study at 6pm, I am teaching a new class at 10am on Wednesdays for 

those who are interested in a morning Bible Study.  We will begin with the book of Daniel since 

it is a book that has been abused by many “Prophets” who like to push theories that were never 

meant to be part of church doctrine.  In this class, I will go verse by verse along with providing 

background information so we can understand what God is telling us. 

 

Coming in 2023: In September, we talked about several activities we would like to have in 2023 

such as having a Fellowship Meal after Youth Sundays and other events.  Details coming soon! 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Abraham was Jacob’s grandfather (Matthew 1:2) 

Winners: Michaela Winfrey/Wil Winfrey/Phillis Jackson 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Karla Foss, Michael Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

What should we “seek first”? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

We want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers that        

go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special              

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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Commit to God and to Your Spouse 
Submit to one another out of reverence for God.”  

Ephesians 5:21 

You’ve probably never heard of Nicolai Pestretstov, but now you may never forget him. He was 36 

years old, a sergeant major in the Russian army, stationed in Angola. His wife had traveled the long 

distance from home to visit him when, on an August day, South African military units entered the 

country in quest of black nationalist guerrillas taking sanctuary there. When the South Africans   

encountered the Russian soldiers, four people were killed and the rest of the Russians fled—except 

for Sergeant Major Pestretsov. The South African troops captured Pestretsov, and a military commu-

nique explained the situation: “Sergeant Major Nicolai Pestretsov refused to leave the body of his 

slain wife, who was killed in the assault on the village. He went to the body of his wife and would 

not leave it, although she was dead.” 

 

What a picture of commitment—and what a series of questions it raises! Robert Fulghum, who tells 

this story, asks these questions: 

 

  Why didn’t he run and save his own hide? What made him go back? 

  Is it possible that he loved her? Is it possible that he wanted to hold 

  her in his arms one last time? Is it possible that he needed to cry and 

  grieve? Is it possible that he felt the stupidity of war? Is it possible that 

  he thought of children, born and unborn? Is it possible that he didn’t 

  care what became of him now? Is it possible? We don’t know. Or at 

  least we don’t know for certain. But we can guess. His actions answer. 

 

What do your actions say about your commitment to your husband? What do your attitudes and 

your words reveal? Standing by the commitment you made to your spouse—the commitment you 

made before God and many witnesses—is key to standing by your man. Picture again Sergeant  

Major Pestretsov kneeling by the side of his wife’s lifeless body, not wanting the leave the woman 

to whom he pledged his live even when his very life was at stake. That is a high level of commit-

ment. We are to be as committed. We who are married are to be as committed to our spouse as 

Christ is to the church he died for. In fact, as Christians, our marriages are to be a witness to the 

work of Christ’s love and grace. Clearly, marriage is not to be entered into casually. 

 

In light of the importance God places on marriage, Bob and I take the premarital counseling we do 

very seriously. We never, for instance, encourage two people to get married if one is a Christian 

and the other is not (2 Corinthians 6:14). A marriage needs to be rooted in each partner’s commit-

ment to love and serve the Lord, or else the union will be divided from the start. in addition, only a 

Christian marriage will result in a Christian home, a home which glorifies God and acts as His wit-

ness to the world. 

 

I can vividly remember an evening Bob and I were sitting on the couch in my living room. He 

cupped my face in his hands and said, “Emilie, I love you, but I can’t ask you to marry me.” I was 

stunned. I couldn’t understand why two people who were in love couldn’t get married. As Bob 

looked steadfastly into my eyes, I asked, “Why not?” With all the courage he could muster, Bob   

answered firmly but gently, “Because you are not a Christian.” Very innocently I asked Bob, “How 

do I become a Christian?” From that moment I began to consider whether Jesus might actually be 

the Messiah my Jewish people had long waited for. 

Continued on page 12… 
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After several months of seeking answers, I prayed one evening at my bedside, “Dear God, if You 

have a Son and if Your Song is Jesus our Messiah, please reveal Him to me!” I expected a voice to 

answer me immediately, but God waited a few weeks to reveal himself to me. Then, one Sunday 

morning, I responded to my pastor’s challenge to accept Jesus Christ as my personal Savior, and 

that evening I was baptized. 

 

Being obedient to God has meant being blessed by a rich and wonderful marriage that is rooted 

in His love and dedicated to Him. Furthermore, vowing before God to love Bob through the 

good times and the bad has reinforced my commitment to him when the times were indeed bad. 

Had my vows been to Bob alone, they might have been easier to walk away from. But God’s   

witness of our vows and the foundation He gives to Christian couples enables us to stand 

together whatever comes our way. 

 

Thoughts for Action 

• Today in your journal write down a fresh, new commitment to your God and to your spouse. 

• Make a commitment to be willing to “submit to one another” in all things (Eph 5:21) 

• Touch your marriage ring (if you wear one). Think back to your wedding day and review your 

wedding vows. Touch your ring regularly and each time think about those vows. 

 

Additional Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:22-23, Ephesians 6:10-18 
 

Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 
There was a Scottish painter named Smokey Macgregor who was 
very interested in making a penny where he could, so he often 
thinned down his paint to make it go a wee bit further. 
 
As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but eventually 
the Baptist Church decided to do a big restoration job on the       
outside of one of their biggest buildings. Smokey put in a bid, and, 
because his price was so low, he got the job. 
 
So he set about erecting the scaffolding and setting up the planks, 
and buying the paint and, yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down 
with  turpentine. 
 
Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly completed, when suddenly there 
was a horrendous clap of thunder, the sky opened, and the rain poured down washing the 
thinned paint from all over the church and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold to land on the 
lawn among the gravestones, surrounded by telltale puddles of the thinned and useless paint. 
 
Smokey was no fool.  He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he got down on his 
knees and cried: "Oh, God, Oh God, forgive me; what should I do?" 
 
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke. "Repaint! Repaint!  And thin no more!" 





Calendar of Events - February 2023

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer - 9:30am 
Coffee - 9:45am 
S.S. - 10am 
Worship - 11am 

 
Daily Scriptures 
are given for us 
in anticipation 
of the sermon 

Pray for FCC 
reminder to 
pray for our 
church every 

Tuesday 

Mid-Week 
Bible Study 

 
10am and 6pm 

(All ages) 

Mission of 
the Month: 

Greenwood 
Soup Kitchen 

Weekly 
bulletin will 

have the most 
current 

information 

 
All events 
subject to 
change if 
needed 

  
Elders meet as 

needed. For   
questions, see 
Frank or Chris 

 1 
 
 

2 Kings 
17:24-41 

2 
 
 

Luke 9:46-62 

3 
 
 

Luke 10:25-37 

4 
(John 4:1-26) 

Women’s    
Bible Study 

(2pm) 

5 6 
 
 

Amos 9 

7 
Pray for FCC 

 
Luke 10:1-12 

8 
 
 

John 5:30-47 

9 
 
 

John 6:22-40 

10 
 
 

John 6:41-71 

11 
 
 

John 4:27-45 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

Matt 4:12-22 

14 
Pray for FCC 

 
Mark 3:1-12 

15 
 
 

Mark 5:21-34 

16 
 
 

Mark 5:35-43 

17 
 
 

Luke 8:49-56 

18 
(Jn 4:46-54) 

Women’s  
Bible Study 

(2pm) 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 

Matt 12:1-8 

21 
Pray for FCC 

 
Matt 12:9-14 

22 

 
 

Matt 12:15-21 
 

23 
(Matt 12:22-32) 

Newsletter    
Submissions 

Due 

24 
 
 

Matt 12:33-42 

25 
 
 

John 5:1-17 

26 
 

27 
 
 

Ex 12:1-28 
 

28 
Pray for FCC 

 
Ex 12:29-51 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


