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Footprints 

NEW SEASON PRESENTS NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

September is here, and football season began for schools in the area.  

That means fall is knocking on our door and with that knock, we have 

many chances to create something new, exciting, and profitable for the 

Lord.  New seasons bring new challenges and new opportunities for 

everybody.  What will be our opportunity for the church?  How will we 

improve what we have in place already? 

 

Although we have not been known for making big changes and taking 

risks, there is still room for us to do something different.  We can create something that we can call 

our own and use it for the Lord.  So what will it be?  Let’s work on trying out 

something that we have never done before and see what happens. 

 

Who knows?  The Lord may bless it and we could end up building something 

great!  All we need to do is make sure the Lord is leading the way as we work on 

improving what we do. 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert 
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop 
good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the 
Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation 
for learning more about Jesus. 

246. Luke 20:20-26 
247. Matt 22:23-33 
248. Mark 12:18-27 
249. Luke 20:27-40 
250. Matt 22:34-40 
251. Mark 12:28-34 
252. Matt 22:41-46 
253. Mark 12:35-37 
254. Luke 20:41-44 
255. Matt 23:1-39 
256. Mark 12:38-40 
257. Luke 20:45-47 
258. Mark 12:41-44 
259. Luke 21:1-4 
260. John 12:20-50 

261. Matt 24:1-51 
262. Mark 13:1-37 
263. Luke 21:5-36 
264. Matt 25:1-13 
265. Matt 25:14-30 
266. Matt 25:31-46 
267. Matt 26:1-5 
268. Mark 14:1, 2 
269. Luke 22:1, 2 
270. Matt 26:14-16 
271. Mark 14:10, 11 
272. Luke 22:3-6 
273. Matt 26:17-19 
274. Mark 14:12-16 
275. Luke 22:7-13 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
 
September is when we celebrate Labor Day and the beginning of football season!  It is also the 
month when we suffered a devastating attack known as 9/11.  Here are some activities to help 
with this month: 
 
1. Labor: 
 
 Volunteer somewhere.  Find a local charity or community event to help with.  If you can’t 
find anything, look for something that needs to be done and do it.  Encourage others to do it too. 
 
2. Reflection: 
 
 Spend some time reflecting on the events of 9/11.  If you remember where you were, tell 
the story to somebody who was not old enough to remember. 
 
3. Football: 
 
 Find something to do outdoors with friends.  Make it fun! 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
  
Week 1 - Pray for those who have jobs 
 
Week 2 - Pray for those who need jobs 
 
Week 3 - Pray for business owners 
 
Week 4 - Pray for those who are retired 
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THE ELDER’S REPUTATION 
 

Those who follow college football may recognize the 

headline: Kelly Bryant may transfer after losing job to  

Trevor Lawrence.  The Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant 

led the Tigers to a great season last year that ended in a 

tough playoff loss to Alabama.  That 12 win season was 

great, but Trevor Lawrence is the better quarterback for 

this year.  At least, that is what the coach decided.  What 

was Kelly’s reaction?  He decided to quit the team and 

transfer to another school.  He will be working towards 

next year as he is currently seeking another place to play. 

 

Unfortunately this tarnishes Kelly’s reputation as many 

are accusing him of not being a team player.  Instead of 

supporting the starting quarterback and helping the 

team become stronger as a unit, he got offended and 

quit because he was not the starter. 

 

In the church, some elders can have a problem stepping to the side for somebody else to lead.  

Even if the other person is clearly more qualified, that elder is stubborn and does not want to 

help somebody else take over.  This is counter to the concept of mentoring and harmful for 

leading the church.  Elders should always be looking for others to step up and encourage the 

future leadership to start preparing today.  However, this is not just about the attitude of the 

Elders.  It also involves the reputation of the Elders.  If people think the Elders are stubborn and 

selfish, there will be less of a chance for somebody to step up to be mentored by them.  They 

can say that they want to mentor future leaders, but their actions must back up their speech. 

 

Your reputation is probably the most effective leadership tool you possess, but the problem is 

that others will determine how good or bad it is.  Perception is everything in leadership.  If you 

can show people that you are a good leader, you will have a good reputation which will make 

it easier for you to be followed.  This is why Paul wrote about the Elders’ reputation in Titus 1:8. 

 

 3. The Elder’s reputation (Titus 1:8) 

  a.) Hospitable (People can approach him without hesitation) 

  b.) Lover of good (Desires the best for all people) 

  c.) Self-controlled (Not easily swayed, cannot be tempted) 

  d.) Upright (Lover of justice, does not cut corners) 

  e.) Holy (Set apart for God’s purpose) 

  f.) Disciplined (Does not need supervision to fulfill his duties) 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 
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Love Knowledge and People 

I am a preacher who is also a scholar.  I am a scholar who is also a 

preacher.  Sometimes, those two worlds collide and I come face to 

face with somebody who thinks his way is the only way and if we 

don’t agree with him, we must be reading something wrong.  It 

happens often and when it does, I just shake my head because his 

teaching may have many great points but that attitude makes me 

want to throw out his entire book. 

 

The problem is that everybody wants to have unity based on the 

truth which is in God’s Word, but it is hard to accomplish when so 

many people disagree on exactly what that truth is.  We tend to find 

something that satisfies our need for understanding and we run 

with it.  We run with it and then run over anybody who tries to 

stand in our way.  Instead of welcoming opposing views so we can 

grow stronger in our own knowledge, we shun those who dare speak against our conclusions, 

and that opens the door for false teaching to rear its ugly head. 

 

Sometimes, having the right answer does not do any good because of the attitude of arrogance 

we have with that right answer.  We claim that anybody who opposes our interpretation is wrong 

and they do not take the Bible seriously because they don’t see it the way we see it.  This works 

against us when we try to reach across the borders and into the main stream of churches known 

as denominations.  To be fair, some of them are just as guilty from their side especially when they 

lean so heavily on part of the Bible while neglecting the rest of it.  Some would make statements 

that if you believe in the Word, you will understand what it is saying, but they fail to understand 

the meaning of Acts 2:38, Romans 6, and others that point to a more active process for salvation 

than the prayer that is so popular today. 

 

How can we prevent such arrogance when we study the Bible?  I read a good suggestion from a 

book earlier today.  He said that we should picture the creator of the universe bowing down in 

front of His disciples washing their feet.  We should love knowledge but love people more! 

BACK PORCH 

CONVERSATIONS 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR REACHING YOUR NEIGHBOR 

 

(Colossians 4:2-6 ESV) “(2) Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 

watchful in it with thanksgiving. (3) At the same time, pray also 

for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare 

the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison 

(4) that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 

(5) Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. (6) Let your speech always 

be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” 

 

 * Get to know the person you are talking to (What do they know?) 

 * Choose your words wisely (Think about what you are saying before you say it!) 

 * Watch your tone of voice (You don’t have to shout for the person to hear you) 

 * Keep your ears open (You have 2 ears and 1 mouth for a reason) 
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Have Thine Own Way, Lord 

 

Jeremiah 18:3-6 sets the scene for this hymn: 

"Then I went down to the potter's house, and,       

behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the 

vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand 

of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as 

seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of 

Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's 

hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel." 

 

The hymn was inspired in 1902 by a simple prayer of an elderly woman at a prayer meeting: 

"It really doesn't matter what you do with us, Lord -- just have your way with our lives . . .." 

The author, Adelaide A. Pollard (1862-1934) was born in Iowa. Hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck 

provides a detailed description of her life. He notes that following her education in elocution and 

physical culture, she moved to Chicago where she became a teacher in girls' schools. In addition, 

she developed a fine reputation as an itinerant Bible study teacher. Later, she worked with two 

evangelists, one who developed a healing ministry, and the other who focused on the imminent 

return of Christ.  Pollard had a strong desire to be a missionary in Africa. When this plan was not 

fulfilled, she taught at a Missionary Training School at Nyack-on-the-Hudson. She finally made it to 

Africa for a brief period before World War I, but she spent the war years in Scotland. After returning 

to the United States, she continued her ministry even though she was in poor health. 

 

"Have Thine Own Way, Lord" was composed during a time when Miss Pollard was trying to raise 

funds to make a trip to Africa. Her unsuccessful attempt to do this left her experiencing a "distress of 

soul." This crisis of the soul and the simple prayer of an elderly lady provided a setting for personal 

reflection on the will of God for her life. After the prayer meeting, she returned home and wrote 

the hymn as we sing it today. 

 

The text with its tune ADELAIDE was included in the Northfield Hymnal with Alexander's Supple-

ment (1907). Two changes were made for The United Methodist Hymnal: In stanza two, "Master" 

was changed to "Savior" and "whiter than snow" was changed to "wash me just now." This change 

offers insight into the process of editing a hymnal.  The Rev. Carlton R. Young, editor of The United 

Methodist Hymnal, noted in his Companion to the United Methodist Hymnal: "The Hymnal Revision 

Committee debate on the latter change was intense and sustained. Those proposing the change 

stated that one does not have to be white, a North European, or Anglo Caucasian to be perceived 

as spiritually pure and socially acceptable. An African American member said, 'You can wash me as 

much as you wish, but after you've finished, I'll be just as black, which is beautiful.' Those who 

wished to retain the original argue that the reference to washing was not about the pigmentation 

of human skin, but to the soul as in Psalm 51:7, 'Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow.'" 

 

The third stanza perhaps is autobiographical, reflecting the struggle of Miss Pollard to discern God’s 

will for her life: "Wounded and weary, help me I pray!" This stanza also summons the "power" of 

Christ to "Touch me and heal me." The final stanza invokes the Spirit to "fill" the singer, "till all shall 

see/Christ only, always,/living in me! The Rev. Young notes that, "In her last years she was attracted 

to extreme texts, living the life of a mystic." 
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"The Father's House" by Cory Asbury 

“The Father’s House” was born about two to three years ago before it was      

entirely written. I was in the middle of a Bethel Music tour. I was tired so I took   

a few days off. I felt weary, broken, weak, and messed up--all things we can    

feel as humans.  For me, music is therapy. It’s a time where I pour out my      

heart before the Lord. 

 

I was at a house in Redding, California. And, when I sat down at this beautiful piano, this one 

phrase came out: “You never wanted perfect." I was trying to process everything in my heart when 

a light went off in my heart. I realized at that moment it wasn’t about me having it all together. 

 

Even in my weakness and brokenness, it was just about offering my heart in that space. I sang    

the phrase and I started weeping. The Holy Spirit just filled the room. I was crying and saying     

that phrase over and over. I recorded it as a voice memo on my phone. It was therapy for my soul. 

And, oddly enough, the phrase became the second line in the second verse. That’s where this 

song was birthed. 

 

Out of this place of realization that Father God didn’t want me never to mess up again. He just 

wanted me to run to Him when I did. That’s it. That’s all He wanted. A couple of years later, I    

started writing the verses and chorus. I joined up with Hillsong's Ben Hastings as well as           

songwriter Ethan Hulse and we finished writing the song together. 

 

When you mess up, don’t hide and sin. Don’t hide in shame. Run to God and give Him back your 

heart. There are a couple of studies that I’ve read where the strongest heartbeat in the room will 

cause the other heartbeats to conform to theirs. Whether it’s the speed, calmness, or craziness, the 

idea is that the strongest heartbeat in the room will regulate the others. 

 

When you walk into the Father’s house, the peace and steadiness of who He is will completely 

change what you might be feeling at that moment. It regulates all the junk you’re experienc-

ing. When you come into the Father’s house, everything you’re going through--anxiety, fear, and 

shame--must stop at the door because you come into peace. 

 

In one moment, all your baggage can go and the peace that has been in His heart since eternity 

can transform you forever. I’ve always felt pressure to produce and show what I’m going through 

to feel validated. That’s a false idea. 

 

In a time of rest, where this song was born, I was wrestling with the pressure to produce. But, God 

wanted me to rest. God wants us to come into His presence and be with Him. During this corona-

virus pandemic, where we're forced to do nothing rather than find fulfillment in what we do, find 

rest in God. Embrace Him and turn your house into His house. 

 

This song celebrates the freedom we are promised in God's Holy Word. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says,    

"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new." Christians are new creations on the inside. God wants us to believe in the              

freedom that we have in the cross of Jesus. We're free from our fears, addictions, insecurities,     

and perfectionism. Jesus came to die for us so that we can truly live in Him. 
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Have you ever tried to grow an avocado tree? In Canada, it would be mostly used for decoration 

inside your home not as an actual tree. Once you finish your avocado you take the seed, score it 

and plant it in a pot with about a quarter of the large seed showing , water it and then you wait. 

And wait, and wait. Months go by and no action. Then one day a small crack appears in the top of 

the seed. A little later a small green shoot emerges out of the crack in the seed. 

 

Christians can be like avocado seeds.  Some of them can go months with no action looking like 

they will never grow the way they should, but if you wait long enough, you will start to see them 

sprout and grow into the mature believers God wants them to be! 

1963 (Earl Winfrey) 

 

When I was in Mountain City, GA, I helped an elderly couple move out of their house as they were  

moving into a retirement home near their daughter.  As a reward for helping, I was able to pick what I 

wanted from the stuff they left behind before everything was sent to the local thrift store.  When I 

looked through their stuff, a book caught my eye that was called “Visual History of the Twentieth     

Century” and just like the title suggests, there are pictures, timelines, and articles of each year during the 

1900s.  I am a little over halfway through the book as I read it occasionally, and the year 1963 was    

interesting to me. 

 

In1963, a Buddhist monk, Thich Quang Duc, lit himself on fire and died out of protest because of the 

persecution of the Buddhists in South Vietnam.  Others followed his example and the scene convinced 

the US to stop supporting their government.  After reading this, I wondered if this could have            

contributed to the beginning of the Vietnam War. 

 

That same year, Martin Luther King marched into Washington DC and delivered his “I have a dream” 

speech.  Although there were thousands of supporters present on that day, there were protestors who 

did not agree with Dr. King’s approach to Civil Rights.  They believed that he was not strong enough to 

lead them so they turned to more militant actions in order to get noticed by the government.  The 

peaceful protests of MLK were heard and the Civil Rights Movement went a long way towards the ideal 

as the races were tearing down barriers and friendships were starting to form. 

 

The peaceful protests brought a peaceful end to the injustice they were suffering.  The violent protest 

of the monk led to a way where more lives were lost.  The message of the monk was clear.  He would 

rather burn to death than live under the rule of a tyrant.  The message of MLK was equally clear.  No 

matter what you do, I will take the high road and maintain my identity instead of lowering myself to 

your actions. 

 

Which one lines up with the Bible?  Perhaps the Apostle Paul can help us answer that question: 

 

 “[14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. [15] Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. [17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give 

thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. [18] If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. [19] Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is   

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” [20] To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 

feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his 

head.” [21] Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:14-21 ESV) 
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Epistles: Titus 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
Paul identified himself as the author of the letter to Titus, calling 
himself a “bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 1:1). The origin of Paul’s relationship with Titus is shrouded in mystery, though we 
can gather that he may have been converted under the ministry of Paul, who called Titus “my 
true child in a common faith” (1:4). Titus accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey,   
during which the apostle sent him to Corinth at least once. Paul clearly held Titus in a position  
of great respect as a friend and fellow worker for the gospel, praising Titus for his affection, his 
earnestness, and his bringing comfort to others. 
 
Paul wrote his letter to Titus from Nicopolis in AD 63, after the apostle’s release from his first   
Roman imprisonment. Upon leaving Timothy in Ephesus to minister there, Paul accompanied 
Titus to the island of Crete, where he intended Titus to lead and organize the island’s churches 
in their early years of existence. While the gospel had no doubt spread to Crete soon after       
Peter’s sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2:11), Paul and Titus likely did a good deal of evangelism on 
the island in the weeks before Paul commissioned Titus to a leadership position there. 
 
Why is Titus so important? 
Three summaries of the incarnation dot the pages of Titus, providing a framework within which 
the Christian can view the work of God in the world and in individual lives (Titus 1:1–4; 2:11–
14; 3:4–7). All three passages involve the manifestation, or appearance, of God in Christ, rooting 
the Christian faith in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Only when God the Son took on human 
flesh in the person of Jesus was the believer’s faith in God made sure. In other words, since   
God poured out His grace on all humanity, He cleanses His people from their sin and purifies 
believers for Himself. This grace of God instructs us to live upright and godly lives in this present 
age (2:11–3:8). 
 
The doctrine of the incarnation in the letter to Titus grounds its message of producing right    
living through the careful attention to theological truth. The churches on Crete were just as   
susceptible to false teachers as any other church, so Paul directed Titus to establish a group of 
faithful elders to oversee the doctrinal purity and good conduct of the believers on Crete. Paul 
exhorted Titus to “speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1), a clear      
direction that this should be the young pastor’s primary role. 
 
However, Paul also understood that when a body of believers embraces sound doctrine, the  
result is changed and purified lives that produce “good deeds”. God’s grace is the motivation for 
all good deeds. Paul gave instructions to Titus about the roles of specific groups of people—older 
men, older women, young women, young men, and slaves—as well as general instructions to all 
believers about their conduct. Right living was essential because Christ “gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed,” saving us “by the washing of regeneration and renewing 
by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 2:14; 3:5). 
 
The book of Titus reminds us that our beliefs about God impact every decision we make.  Paul 
made clear that a church that teaches and preaches sound doctrine will see results in the lives of 
its people. Not only will people be saved from their sins, but God’s grace will also motivate them 
to live out that saving faith with renewed and purified lives. 
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This month’s Church myth: “Increased income will eliminate financial struggles” 
 

This month’s myth could be applied to our personal lives as well as the church budget, but since 

this is a church myth, we will look at this from the church perspective.  We have all seen it happen 

and some of us have seen it more than once.  The church approves a budget based on last year’s 

offerings and expense.  They set some goals and plan for a great year, but the offerings do not 

cover the weekly need.  If there is savings built up, the church dips into it so they can stay in the 

black but even if that happens, they have some tough choices to make. 

 

The following year, they take the budget and trim it so they can lower the weekly need and give 

time for the offerings to recover.  They evaluate every line item and for a while, this seems to work.  

But what happens when you have already reduced the budget and trimmed the fat?  What if you 

are spending wisely and still cannot meet the budget?  The church works with the paid staff for 

cuts to salary and even with that, the offerings do not cover the weekly need.  Should we start 

fund raising or asking for outside support? 

 

While it makes sense to bring in more money to cover the weekly need, it is only a temporary fix 

that can be just as effective as placing a band aid on a broken leg.  The church could focus on 

making money to meet the budget, but when will enough be enough?  I was a member of a 

church that held an annual fund raiser so they could have enough money to pay the preacher.  

The problem was the preacher was one of the highest paid in the area and made just as much 

money as the church with 500 members, while they only had 60 members on a good day.  The 

budget needed to be reduced but the preacher could also help them out by bringing his salary 

down until they were able to afford it.  That would help, but the root cause needs to be addressed. 

 

More often than not, the church suffers financially because people have left and they took their 

wallets with them.  If they are still in the building, they quit giving so financially, they already left.  

The answer is not to find creative ways to meet the budget.  The answer is to bring people in so 

the numbers can work it out.  If the budget is missing 30% of the offerings needed, 3 families can 

help if they join the church and provide 10% of their income for a tithe.  When the church tries to 

bring in more money, they may meet the budget for a year or two, but if we want a sustainable 

model, we need to work on adding people instead of money. 

 

If the church would focus on adding to the pews, the financial struggles will begin to disappear.  

So instead of asking what can be done to increase the offerings, we should be asking what can 

we do to reach people for Christ and then add them to the church. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 

 

It took a lot of willpower, but I finally gave up trying to diet. 
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THIS MONTH IN FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH HISTORY 
 

In 2018, NFL player and Greenwood native Josh Norman put a full page article in the paper       

explaining his plan to give back to the community.  He received a lucrative contract and felt   

that some of that money could go to improving his hometown.  He gave an address for letters 

to be sent explaining what the money would be used for.  He encouraged churches and other 

non-profit organizations to apply.  I decided to write a letter.  When I spoke to my elders about 

this, Marvin said that he was Josh’s biology teacher and he coached Josh’s brothers in basketball 

so I dropped his name in the letter. 

 

I explained that our church is small but we want to be 

used in a big way.  In order to be equipped to serve 

those who show up, it would be good for us to build a 

playground.  He replied to the letter and said that he 

remembered Marvin and was glad to know that we 

were not letting our size stop us from ministering to 

those around us.  He gave us $3,000 to go towards a 

playground so we purchased a high quality playset 

that has been a blessing for our church.  We have 

used it several times for many events through the 

years and it is still in great shape!  We plan to continue 

using it for future events too. 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

We should come before the Lord’s presence with singing (Psalm 100:2) 

Winners: Phillis Jackson/Michael Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Wil Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

Onesimus, was a run away slave from which city? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special      

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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Stop and Come 

 
“Abraham answered, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.’  And the two of them went on together.”  Genesis 22:8 

 

There were two words we were firm about teaching our children when they were growing up: 

“Stop” and “Come.” If you think about it, you probably use these words often with your own      

children. Children who learn them will be obedient people. I can honestly say the one thing our 

children learned was obedience. It has and is paying off, even in their adult lives. 

 

Abraham is a beautiful example of obedience to his Father God. God tested Abraham to the limit 

of obedience. God called his name, “Abraham.” Abraham stopped and replied, “Here I am, Lord.” 

Then God instructed Abraham to take his only son to Moriah. There Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac 

as a burnt offering on one of the mountains. I wonder what Abraham thought. He loved Isaac so 

much. Isaac was the son of Sarah, who had prayed for many years for a child. Isaac was a miracle 

child, so wanted and loved. Abraham knew God intimately. He had experienced the mighty power 

of God when He gave them Isaac in their later years. Now God was telling Abraham to sacrifice 

Isaac. 

 

Early in the morning after God spoke to Abraham, Abraham took Isaac, saddled up his donkey, 

and along with two servants headed up to the mountain of Moriah. After cutting enough wood 

for the burnt offering, they set out as God had told him. “On the third day Abraham looked up and 

saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and the 

boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.’” (Genesis 22:5, emphasis 

added). 

 

“We will worship. We will come back.” Abraham believed God. He trusted God, and he kept     

moving ahead in obedience to God. I’m sure the servants and Isaac were puzzled. Where was     

the sacrifice? The servants didn’t ask. Isaac didn’t ask. 

 

“Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself     

carried the fire and the knife” (verse 6). Isaac obviously wasn’t a small child, he was big enough      

to carry heavy wood up a mountain. So I would guess he was probably pre or early teens. 

 

As father and son walked up the mountain, they probably talked together. “Isaac spoke up and 

said to his father, ‘The fire and the wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?’” (verse 7). I’m sure Isaac was a bit puzzled. We have everything but the lamb, he may 

have thought.  

 

I love Abraham’s reply: “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (verse 8). 

And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God had told Abraham 

about , he went to work, removing the wood from Isaac’s back. He built an altar for worship and 

then arranged the wood on top. This was the ultimate of worshipping God, an altar built by hand 

and an offering of obedience. 

 

 
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 
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