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Footprints 

IS IT REALLY TIME FOR SCHOOL AGAIN? 

Seems like the summer just started and now we are back at school    

getting ready for another year.  Wil and I have been working hard        

at football while Michaela has been involved with volleyball and    

cheerleading.  Mix in scouts, summer camps, and vacation, and 

we have the summer full of stuff to keep us moving. 

 

The church is also working on stuff for the season that is on the horizon.  

We have a lot of work to do as we prepare for our annual meeting in 

September, and we also need to work on preparing for the rest of the year.  What do we want to 

do as the church?  Is there an activity or event we should create?  What ministry 

would you like to participate in?  Is there something in the community we can 

help with?  Our church will only be as active as our members want it to be so we 

need everybody to work together so we can plan and support whatever we set 

our minds to do. 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert 
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop 
good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the 
Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation 
for learning more about Jesus. 

215. Matt 20:20-28  
216. Mark 10:35-45  
217. Matt 20:29-34  
218. Mark 10:46-52  
219. Luke 18:35-43  
220. Luke 19:1-10  
221. Luke 19:11-28  
222. Jn 11:55–12:11 
223. Matt 26:6-13  
224. Mark 14:3-9  
225. John 12:2-8  
226. Matt 21:1-11  
227. Mark 11:1-11  
228. Luke 19:29-44  
229. John 12:12-19  
230. Matt 21:12-19  

231. Mark 11:12-18  
232. Luke 19:45-48  
233. Matt 21:20-22  
234. Mark 11:19-25  
235. Luke 21:37, 38  
236. Matt 21:23-27  
237. Mark 11:27-33  
238. Luke 20:1-8  
239. Matt 21:28-32  
240. Matt 21:33-46  
241. Mark 12:1-12  
242. Luke 20:9-19  
243. Matt 22:1-14  
244. Matt 22:15-22  
245. Mark 12:13-17 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
 
August is when fall sports start to get ready for the new season.  It is also when school starts for 
those who are still on the traditional school year.  In honor of both activities, let’s work on both 
our minds and bodies for this month. 
 
1. Mind: 
 
 Read a book that you have not read before.  Try to make it a genre you are not as familiar 
with so you can experience something new. 
 
 Hand write a letter, NOT an email or text message, and mail it to a friend.  Yes, use snail mail 
to send a letter you wrote with your own hand and encourage your friend the old fashioned way. 
 
2. Body: 
 
 Take a deep breath and hold it for 10 seconds.  Do it again for 5 seconds and repeat both 
 
 Take a walk for 10 minutes, 20 minutes, and 30 minutes 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
  
Week 1 - Pray for Teachers 
 
Week 2 - Pray for Students 
 
Week 3 - Pray for Parents 
 
Week 4 - Pray for Schools 
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THE ELDER IS AN OVERSEER 

When Jesus left the Apostles to build the church, there 

were several issues that needed to be handled.  First and 

foremost, they had the problem of leading the people 

when they are not able to be everywhere at the same 

time.  For this reason, they split up and covered different 

areas of the Mediterranean World. 

 

When the church began to grow, they quickly realized 

that they were going to need local leaders to help them 

take care of the church or else the people will suffer from 

the lack of leadership.  This is where the elders come in.  

While it is true that the leadership of the elders has been 

around since the days of Moses, the unique position of a 

New Testament Elder was much more than just a group 

of the oldest men from the tribes. 

 

The elders are overseers which means that they are in charge of making sure the church does 

not stray from their purpose.  As the leaders of the church, they are in charge of the day to day 

operations of ministry, and this includes supervising the staff and volunteers.  For this reason, it 

is critical that the elders are a cut above the rest in character.  That’s why the Apostle Paul wrote 

that they are to be above reproach and then included qualifiers to help us understand what 

that looks like.  Here is the list so we can see how well we match up. 

 

 2. The Elder is an overseer (Titus 1:7) 

  a.) Above reproach as God’s steward (Represents God) 

  b.) Not arrogant (Knowledge puffs up, love builds up) 

  c.) Not quick-tempered (People will push you to the edge) 

  d.) Not a drunkard (Needs a sober mind and reputation) 

  e.) Not violent (Does not “Crack a whip” to get people moving) 

  f.) Not greedy for gain (Not trying to make a name for himself) 

 

Unfortunately, many people use this list as a way to disqualify candidates who would make 

great elders.  This list also intimidates many people because they feel inferior.  Although this list 

is the ideal elder, I don’t think Paul expected everyone to be perfect.  We are all human, and 

none of us will represent this list perfectly every day of our lives.  We just need to make it our 

goal to be like the list as much as humanly possible so we can lead with excellence. 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

5 Ways to be Unsatisfied with your Church: 

1. Don't participate; merely consume. 

2. Criticize your leadership. 

3. Don't spend time with your church outside of the church building. 

4. Believe that everything should be about you and for you, all the time. 

5. Be unhappy with the fact that it isn't perfect. 

By Tina Wilson (Facebook post) 
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Our Chevy Trailblazer named Skye 
 

Back in 2016, we were blessed to add another vehicle to our family.  

Our minivan was with us since 2007, but it was time for her to retire 

after 9 years of faithful service taking us back and forth from Florida 

to Georgia and later, Kentucky to Georgia for family visits.  We never 

had any major problems with our minivan, but she was showing her 

age with signs of a major breakdown on the horizon. 

 

Our “New to us” vehicle was a 2005 Chevy Trailblazer that was 

cared for by a driver who faithfully maintained her.  She was a great 

vehicle and was fun to drive.  Our minivan’s name was Faith for the 

Lord provided it at the time we needed it the most.  We decided to 

name the Trailblazer Skye because she was blue like the sky.  My first 

major trip with her was a “Test drive” to see how she would do.  I 

had a meeting in Kansas City to get ready for the NACC that was happening there the next year.  

She did great and I was excited to pack up the family and head to Kansas City in 2017. 

 

We went to the NACC in Kansas City, and then kept going west.  We visited the Wizard of Oz     

Museum in Kansas before heading north to South Dakota.  We went across that state to Mount 

Rushmore, lunch in Sturgis, and kept going into Wyoming where we visited the Devil’s Tower.  I’m 

glad we did not have any “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” while we were there!  We then 

drove up to Montana so we could take the Bear Tooth Pass highway into Yellowstone National 

Park.  After Yellowstone, we went to Denver Colorado and saw where the Denver Broncos play 

football.  Then we drove down to Amarillo Texas where the famous Big Texan Steakhouse offered 

a free 72 ounce steak to anyone who could eat it in one hour or less.  No, I did not try to eat it!  It 

was fun seeing the various items on display there to give it the Texas flavor.  After Texas, we drove 

to Louisiana so we could attend the church where the cast of Duck Dynasty goes and met some of 

their family members.  It was a great trip that was made possible thanks to the blessing of Skye 

who did not give us any trouble while we drove all over the place. 

 

A couple of years later, we drove Skye to Massena New York where my oldest son Eli lives, and we 

got to see him get married.  We visited again the following year, but on the way home, Skye’s 

transmission burned out and required a complete rebuild while we were still in Virginia.  She was 

never the same after that as her 5th cylinder stopped working.  Unfortunately, nothing I tried 

helped so it was time to restrict her to local trips.  We were blessed with a Kia Soul that took care of 

trips out of town for a while but she does not have enough room for our luggage.  We needed 

something for road trips that could hold us and our luggage. 

 

Once again, we were blessed because we now have a 2007 Chrysler Town and Country minivan!  

We have not taken a trip yet, but I am sure we will have some great memories with her just like we 

have with our previous vehicles.  She does not have a name yet, but she is already a big part of our 

family.  We will miss Skye and the memories we made will be cherished, but it is time to make new 

memories with this minivan.  We have entered a new chapter for our family, and we are excited to 

see how it will go.  In the church, there are several chapters as the years go by.  Some chapters are 

more fun than others but they all make up the memories that we cherish.  While we are in these 

chapters, we should be thankful for the Lord’s blessings, but when it is time for the next chapter to 

begin, we should embrace it and move on so we can create new memories. 

BACK PORCH 

CONVERSATIONS 
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LEAD ME TO CALVARY 

 

"And when they were come to the place, which is 
called Calvary, there they crucified Him" (Lk. 23.33) 

 

The death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary is 

the means of our eternal redemption. Therefore, we 

need regularly to remember His suffering, death, and victorious resurrection. A song that reminds 

us of what happened when Jesus was crucified on the cross for our sins is "Lead Me To Calvary". 

The text was written by Jennie Evelyn Hussey, who was born at Henniker, NH, on Feb. 8, 1874,  

into a family which had been Quakers, or members of the Religious Society of Friends, for four  

generations. Herself a life-long Quaker, she began to produce poetry at a very early age and during 

her life was credited with approximately 150 hymn texts . "Lead Me To Calvary" was first published 

in 1921 in New Songs of Praise and Power, No. 3 of the Hall-Mack Co. 

 

The book was edited and the tune (Duncannon) was composed both by William James Kirkpatrick 

(1828-1921). It was one of Kirkpatrick’s last collections since it came out the year that he died. Until 

her final years, Hussey lived most of her life on the same family farm at Henniker, NH, where she 

had been born, but much of her time was filled with suffering and hardship due to the fact that she 

cared for her invalid sister. However, she was known for her cheerful disposition and courageous 

attitude. Toward the end of her days, she resided in the Home for the Aged at Concord, NH, where 

she died on Sept. 5, 1958. 

 

 

This hymn helps us remember what Jesus did for us by His death on Calvary. 

 

 

Stanza 1 focuses upon Jesus’ thorn-crowned brow as He hung on Calvary 

 

Stanza 2 focuses upon the burial of Jesus following His death on Calvary 

 

Stanza 3 focuses upon the resurrection of Jesus and the empty tomb 

 

Stanza 4 focuses upon the application of what Jesus means to us because of His death on Calvary 

 

 

The chorus well states the very purpose of the entire song as it asks the Lord to help us not to      

forget the love that was shown for us in the suffering and death of Christ by leading us in our 

minds back to Calvary. 

 

"Lest I forget Gethsemane; Lest I forget Thine agony; 

Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary." 

 

We often use this song to prepare our minds for the Lord’s supper, and it is a very appropriate  

song to do just that, but it can be used at other times as well. So, whenever I need help to face 

temptation or sorrow, and also on the first day of each week when I need to remember Christ’s 

death by eating His supper, I should ask the Lord mentally to "Lead Me To Calvary." 
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ABOVE ALL 

“Above All” is one of the songs that honors and praises God for all He has done 

for us. Paul Baloche and Lenny LeBlanc penned the song with an interesting  

story behind it. One day, when Baloche was alone at the church and sitting with 

his piano, he began to think about God’s greatness. During his deep reflection 

about God, the words to his song flowed freely out of him. It was during that 

time he started writing “Above All.” However, Baloche wasn’t satisfied with  

what he did. Then came Le Blanc. When Baloche shared about the song to LeBlanc, he became 

interested in it too. He wrote some parts of the song. As these two amazing songwriters wrote a 

song about God’s greatness, they couldn’t help but wipe a tear off their eyes. 

 

Crucified laid behind a stone 

You lived to die rejected and alone 

Like a rose trampled on the ground 

You took the fall and thought of me Above all 

 

This simple yet inspiring hymn has been covered by many artists such as Randy Travis, Smith, and 

even the songwriter LeBlanc has his own rendition. “Above All” was performed by Smith during an 

inaugural prayer service for President Bush. Smith said that before he performed the song, he was 

looking for a hymn that’s traditional with a touch of contemporary must be in it. It was by accident 

when he heard of “Above All.” He didn’t know anything about the song, but he was so interested 

in performing this one. 
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In the sentence of life, the devil may be a comma, but never let him be the period. 

Make Disciples (Earl Winfrey) 

Most everybody is familiar with the purpose of the church known as the Great Commission.  

However, there seems to be confusion among many Christians about who is responsible for 

making a Disciple.  Some view the responsibility of making a Disciple as a job for the paid staff 

or clergy if you are part of certain denominations.  Others view the job of making a Disciple as 

the responsibility of everyone at the expense of the paid staff.  People who subscribe to that  

extreme tend to question the value of having a paid staff at the local church available to      

equip the saints. 

 

Just like many other issues in the church, the answer lies somewhere in between the two       

extremes.  The paid staff can bring the resources that are not readily available to those who 

have not spent time in a Bible College or Seminary to train for full-time work in God’s church.  

They can help the people of the church grow in knowledge which in turn can give them more 

confidence when trying to reach their neighbors.  The paid staff can also serve as a support for 

the people as they continue to live out the Great Commission in their lives. 

 

Although the paid staff can bring many benefits to the congregation, the people of the church 

have the advantage when it comes to reaching the lost in the community.  The people have 

grown up in the area, so there is already a familiarity and trust that would take a paid Minister 

years to develop.  Along with that, the Minister is limited by the constraints of time because he 

has the responsibility of equipping the whole church and even with a small church; this is a 

“God-sized” task!  This being the case, the paid staff and the people of the church need to form 

a partnership so that the community can be reached. 

 

I attended a workshop where I heard this quote: “You can count the number of apples on the 

tree but you can't count the trees in an apple.”  Every apple has seeds that can produce trees 

that can produce more apples and the cycle continues.  That is a good example of Discipleship.  

Our goal as a church should be to make Disciples so they can make more Disciples.  Once we 

can get to the point where this goal is part of our core, the fruit that God produces will exceed 

anything we could ever imagine!  So as we continue to be the church, let us remember our 

main purpose: Make Disciples! 

 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

“(19) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

"We're one of those rare generations, as I say, that saw in a lifetime -- in our lifetime -- a great     

transition. Our young people today are going to see astounding things, but they'll never see    

quite the great change that we saw. We literally went from the horse and buggy to walking         

on the Moon." - Ronald Reagan 

(Remarks to Chapter Presidents of the Catholic Golden Age Association, August 31, 1984) 
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Epistles: Second Timothy 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
By the time Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, the young 
pastor had been ministering to the church at Ephesus for four years, and it had been almost that 
long since he had received his first letter from Paul. Timothy had been a faithful servant to Paul 
since he had left home with the apostle more than a decade earlier. Since then, Timothy had 
ministered alongside Paul for the duration of both the second and third missionary journeys, in 
places such as Troas, Philippi, and Corinth. Timothy was not unfamiliar to the Ephesians when 
he settled in Ephesus to minister, having served there alongside Paul for a period of close to 
three years on Paul’s third missionary journey. Paul wrote again to this young leader in the 
church at Ephesus to provide him encouragement in the face of difficulties and trials. 
 
Paul wrote 2 Timothy from a dark and damp Roman prison cell, just before his death in AD 67. 
The Roman emperor Nero had been slowly descending into madness since his ascent to the 
throne in AD 54, a process exacerbated by the great fire of Rome in AD 64 that burned half the 
city. With the residents of Rome in an uproar, Christians became a convenient target for Nero, 
who used believers as scapegoats for his city’s own lack of preparedness. Paul was one of those 
caught up in this persecution and was beheaded by Roman officials soon after writing. 
 
Why is Second Timothy so important? 
 
The second letter to Timothy offers a picture of Paul at the end of his ministry, just before his 
death. Certain personal details in the letter reveal a man settling his accounts and preparing for 
the inevitable. At the close of the letter, Paul mentioned a significant number of people—some 
who had wronged him and others who had served faithfully alongside him (2 Timothy 4:9–21). 
It is as if Paul were giving Timothy a “state of the church” address, updating Timothy on the cur-
rent state of their acquaintances and friends so that the young pastor could carry on after Paul’s 
departure. 
 
Paul understood that the ministry would only become more difficult for Timothy with the 
apostle’s impending death. (Indeed, at some point after this letter from Paul, Timothy was       
imprisoned for his faith [Hebrews 13:23]). Paul knew that Timothy’s task of keeping the church 
within the bounds of sound doctrine while encouraging believers to live their lives well for the 
sake of Christ would be an often thankless and difficult task. Though hardship would come, Paul 
wanted Timothy to continue in those things he had learned, drawing on the rich heritage of 
faith that had been passed down to the young pastor, not just from Paul but also from his  
mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5–6; 3:14–15). 
 
The most striking feature of Paul’s encouragement comes when the aging apostle used a phrase 
that showed up prominently in his letter to Timothy four years prior. In that earlier letter, Paul 
exhorted Timothy to “fight the good fight” (1 Timothy 1:18; 6:12). But in this letter, Paul turned 
that phrase on himself, writing that he had “fought the good fight . . . finished the course . . . 
[and] kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). What a great encouragement it must have been to the 
young pastor of the church at Ephesus to know that his mentor boldly modeled his                  
perseverance in the faith, even to the point of death. 
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This month’s Church myth: “Large and small churches have nothing in common” 
 

The Restoration Movement began as a group of churches held together by a common ideal that 

the Bible is our only rule for faith and practice.  Our churches believe in being independent        

because that is the model we see in the book of Acts.  Every church was different, but every 

church was built on the foundation of the Apostles’ teachings which we know today as the Bible.  

Through the years, the Restoration Movement has grown into a very strong, influential collection 

of churches that continue to seek the Bible as the foundation for everything we do. 

 

Although we are held together by our love of the Bible, there is a myth that can cause unity to be 

almost impossible.  There is a myth that says large and small churches have nothing in common.  

Some people believe that small churches should not do anything with large churches because 

they are “Not like us” and “We need to fellowship with other churches that are the same size as we 

are.”  This is certainly not what the Restoration Movement is all about.  We should be seeking unity 

with churches who are focused on the Bible no matter how big or small they may be.  Some small 

churches are not Biblical just like some large churches are not Biblical.  Some small churches are 

Biblical just like some large churches are Biblical. 

 

Instead of basing our compatibility with another church on the size of the building, we should be 

basing our compatibility on how we approach the Bible, and move forward from there.  After all, 

the Bible is what holds us together and there is no church without it.  If there is a large church and 

a small church that works well together, they should continue to seek opportunities to minister the 

best way they can in their communities.  Some churches are larger because of where they are 

planted and other churches are smaller because of where they are located.  Does that mean they 

have nothing in common?  No.  That means they have different communities they reach, but they 

both can still love the Lord, build on the foundation of the Bible, and work together to build each 

other up as they continue to serve where they live. 

 

In the Bible, the church in Jerusalem was very large along with Antioch and Ephesus.  They were 

considered to be the “Mega Churches” of the day and yet they continued to work together with 

the churches on the island of Crete, the Philippian Prayer group that turned into a church, the 

church in the 2 port town of Corinth, and the 7 churches in Asia Minor that were mostly small and 

struggled with several issues along the way.  All of the churches worked together because they 

were focused on the Great Commission and committed to learning the Apostles’ teachings.  Our 

churches today can work together no matter how big or small we are as long as we are focused 

on the Great Commission and committed to learning the Apostles’ teachings, which is the Bible.  

We should stop trying to separate ourselves from other churches based on attendance numbers. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 

 

When she went on a diet the first thing she lost was her temper. 
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THIS MONTH IN FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH HISTORY 
 

In 2015, We were in a Wednesday night Bible study getting ready to start class when I decided 

to ask a question.  Since there was a 5th Sunday in August, I asked if we should do something 

special that Sunday night.  Freda Austin perked up and said that we should have a Singspiration, 

and that was when we began our 5th Sunday Sings during my time here.  There have been 5th 

Sunday services before, but they were put on hold for a while, and now it was time to bring 

them back since I was willing to give them a try. 

 

For our first service, we had a theme of Heaven so we sung hymns that talked about it.  I began 

with an acappella solo “Sweet By and By” and then we sang “Heaven Came Down.”  Dan 

Hodge followed with 2 specials and then we sang “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks.”  Michael, 

Michaela, and Wil read Psalm 23 before we sang “When We All Get to Heaven.”  After that,     

Michael sang a special before Frank Jackson gave a devotion.  We then sang “I’ll Fly Away” and 

Freda read Revelation 21:1-4.  And of course, from the very beginning, our last song has always 

been “Because He Lives” because that is my favorite hymn!  The closing song after the prayer 

was “Soon and Very Soon.” 

 

Every year, we have held special 5th Sunday services and although they have all been unique, 

this is the best supported event outside of our worship service.  5th Sunday services will remain 

apart of our church calendar as long as we continue to support it, and we will continue to have 

fun with the format every time.  We love singing, we love Jesus, and we love ice cream! 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Melchizedek was a high priest, but also king of Salem (Gen 14:18, Heb 7:1) 

Winners: Phillis Jackson/Wil Winfrey/Michael Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Michaela Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

How does Psalm 100 say we should come before the Lord’s presence? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special      

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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The Lord is My Shepherd 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  Psalm 23:4 

 

It was a cool February evening in California. My 88-year old Jewish Auntie’s hospital room had its 

lights dimmed to gray. It had been a few days since I had seen her. We had such a nice visit then. 

She was alert as we talked about family and how she missed Uncle Hy, who had passed away nine 

months earlier. Now she lay there so thin and frail. Her breathing was heavy and irregular.  As I sat 

by her bedside, holding her cool, clammy hand, I thought of the other times I had seen her in simi-

lar situations. Auntie had had surgery 25 years earlier, and because of complications, she almost 

died. A few years later she was a passenger in a car that rolled down a steep hill and hit a power 

pole. Her face had been smashed, her jaw and nose broken, and other complications set in. Again, 

she almost died. As life went on, illnesses came and went, but mostly came. The doctors had        

already told us three times in the past year that Auntie wouldn’t make it through the night. But she 

always did. Was this February night going to be any different? The doctor had been in to check on 

her and just shook his head. The rabbi arrived to look in for a visit with no response from Auntie. 

Would this be the night she would give up her fight for life? 

 

On the other side of the curtain that was three-quarters drawn between us and the bed on the 

other half of the room there was a charming, late-middle-aged Jamaican woman who was almost 

blind and suffered from diabetes. She spoke eight languages and had a sweet sense of peace and 

joy about her in that she was a Christian believer who grew up learning to read from the Bible. 

Every night before she closed her eyes to sleep she would recite Psalm 23. On sleepless nights she 

would repeat it over and over again. As she talked, i felt our spirits meet, and she would tell me 

how Auntie’s day had gone. In only a few hours with her I knew I loved that woman.  Bob and I 

were both tired as the clock read 11pm that February night. We’d had a busy day in the office and 

had driven almost two hours through Los Angeles traffic to be with Auntie. 

 

By now Auntie’s  breathing was very labored. I leaned over to pat her forehead and give her one 

last hug goodbye. My lips were by her ear when the Spirit of God began to speak from my lips, 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” Then the angel from “bed B” joined me: “He makes me 

lie down in green pastures.” It was like the sound of a million voices surrounding the room. “Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” That precious black woman and I dueted to the end of 

the psalm. “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head 

with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  With one last kiss Bob and I walked out of the room 

forever. Thirty minutes later Auntie died, with the words of the 23rd Psalm surrounding her room. 

 

Thoughts for Action: 

• Memorize Psalm 23 and share it with a friend this week 

• Thank God for David, who wrote these beautiful words and knew the meaning of each verse 

• Call a friend who might need encouragement and tell her that you are praying for her 

 

Additional Scripture Reading: Psalm 36:8, Psalm 40:11, Revelation 7:7 

 
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 
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