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Footprints 

WARM WEATHER IS COMING! 

March is upon us, and the weather should start getting 

warmer now that Spring is just around the corner. 

 

“In spring, the axis of the Earth is increasing its tilt relative 

to the Sun, and the length of daylight rapidly increases for 

the relevant hemisphere. The hemisphere begins to warm 

significantly causing new plant growth to "spring forth," 

giving the season its name.“ (Wikipedia website) 

 

When the sun shines on the earth for longer periods of time during 

spring, life returns as the plants start to grow again.  In the same way, 

when we allow the SON to shine on our church, life will return as our 

church begins to grow again. 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert 
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop 
good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the 
Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation 
for learning more about Jesus. 

60. Mark 2:13-17 
61. Luke 5:27-32 
62. Matthew 9:14-17 
63. Mark 2:17-22 
64. Luke 5:33-39 
65. John 5:1-47 
66. Matthew 12:1-8 
67. Mark 2:23-28 
68. Luke 6:1-5 
69. Matthew 12:9-14 
70. Mark 3:1-6 
71. Luke 6:6-11 
72. Matt 12:15-21 
73. Mark 3:7-12 
74. Mark 3:13-19 
75. Luke 6:12-16 

76. Matthew 5:1–8:1 
77. Luke 6:17-49 
78. Matthew 8:5-13 
79. Luke 7:1-10 
80. Luke 7:11-17 
81. Matthew 11:2-19 
82. Luke 7:18-35 
83. Matt 11:20-30 
84. Luke 7:36-50 
85. Luke 8:1-3 
86. Matt 12:22-37 
87. Mark 3:19-30 
88. Matt 12:38-45 
89. Matt 12:46-50 
90. Mark 3:31-35 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
 
Spring is almost here!  During the last week of February, we had a few days of warm weather that 
gave us a preview of what we can expect in the next season.  For this month, I would like for us to 
focus on the next season in life.  Whatever you may be facing, the next season can be exciting and 
scary at the same time.  For this reason, we should work on a plan for transitioning into the next 
season.  This plan can be detailed with many steps or just a general summary of what lies ahead. 
 
Here is what I suggest for the plan.  Try to imagine what life will be like in the next season.  What 
are you doing?  Where are you living?  Who are your friends during that season?  Did you make a 
major change in your living situation or a relationship?  It could be fun to take a piece of paper 
and draw a picture of yourself in this new season. 
 
No matter what season of life you are in or you are entering, there is a Bible character who has 
lived it.  Try to find somebody in the Bible who is going through something similar to what you are 
experiencing.  If you need help, I am sure there is a Bible scholar within reach who can help!  If 
you cannot find one, you can always contact the preacher at the First Christian Church of     
Greenwood SC.  Ha-ha! 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
  
Week 1 - Pray for your attitude that you will be 
warm and loving towards others 
 
Week 2 - Pray for somebody who is in a new 
season of life and let that person know about it 
 
Week 3 - Pray for the church to find new ways 
to connect with the community 
 
Week 4 - Pray for God to do something great 
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Mentoring 

How to Mentor and How to Be Mentored (Part 1) 
  
In the Odyssey, Mentor was a friend of Odysseus          
entrusted with the education of Telemachus.  Thus      
the dictionary definition of mentor is “a wise and       
trusted counselor.” 
  
This gives rise to a myth: It is the old who mentor the 
young. In today’s swift-moving world of technological 
explosion and reengineering businesses, it may very well 
be a young person mentoring a manager, and certainly 
peers mentoring peers. Learning is perpetual, and     
mentoring is reciprocal. It’s a two-way flow because     
the mentor learns about the other person’s views         
and capabilities, and in doing so is changed as well. 
  
Mentoring 101: The Data Dump 
The best mentoring, of course, occurs over time.  In addition to conversations where the mentor 
offers counsel, much of it is done by example and observation: Watch how I conduct myself 
and learn from it.. However, a mentoring relationship can begin, of necessity, with a data 
dump, to use the cyber world’s term for massive movement of information in a hurry.         
Sometimes the receiver simply cries out: “Help me!  I need to know a lot and I need to know it 
fast and I need to start right now.” A good example of a mentoring data dump is when your 
mentor goes into his or her Roladex files and pulls out the names and numbers for a couple of 
dozen people you could and should be in touch with. Go into the office of your mentor and 
scan the bookshelves.  Borrow the books that he or she says will help you begin to build the 
knowledge base you need in the near future.  Decide which you need for your own collection. 
 
How to Be Mentored 
Use your mentor wisely.  Don’t pester your mentor with every little concern, asking dozens of 
trivial questions.  You should be able to pick up the small stuff on your own.  Instead, ask your 
mentor big questions to begin:  
  
 “Where should I aim to be a year from now?”  
  
“What should I be learning when I take advantage of the company’s training program?”  
  
 “Who are the people inside and outside the organization I really should get to know?” 
  
 “Which parts of the job I do will make me most valuable to management?” 
  
 “What are the behaviors or traits that get people in trouble around here?” 
 
 Ask your mentor if you can be a shadow when he or she goes to meetings.  Sit next to your 
mentor so you can ask questions.  Watch how your mentor handles suggestions, criticisms,     
requests for opinions, conflict and situations where somebody has to be corrected.  When the 
meeting is over, ask your mentor what follow-up actions he or she expects to make as a result  
of things that were said in the room. 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 
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THE FAMILIARITY OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
 
            When we were living in Georgia, there was a time when 
we had our family pictures taken at our friend’s house.  We had 
lots of fun because of the fall colors in a mountain setting, but we 
also had fun because of an apple tree that was in our friend’s 
yard.  Wil was 4 years old, and he was very adventurous as you 
can imagine a 4 year old boy would be.  He saw the apple tree 
and started to climb it.  He had some trouble with his first step   
because the limb was a few feet off the ground, so I put my   
hand out and he used it as a step. 
  
            After Wil took his first step in the climb, the rest of the tree 
was not so hard.  He climbed pretty high, but he never flinched 
because he was too excited to be scared of heights.  Of course,     
I stayed right underneath him, but I was not needed because he 

had a firm grip on the tree.  In reality, he was not very high because I could reach his feet with 
my hands stretched above my head, but to a 4 year old and his mama, Wil was really high!  I am 
proud of Wil for being courageous enough to climb the tree and his mama for not stepping in 
and grabbing him although I am sure she thought about it! 
  
            When a person becomes a Christian, the first step is always the hardest.  More often than 
not, an older brother or sister in Christ needs to stick out a hand so the new Christian can use it 
as a step to get started.  Once that first step is taken, the rest of the climb will be easier as long   
as there is excitement.  But what happens when the excitement wears off?  Once the new  
Christian begins to grow, there is a chance that the climb will not be as fun as it once was. 
  
            Those of us who have grown up in the church can relate to the let down that comes 
from being familiar with the Christian life.  Sunday mornings can become routine, and the 
thought of reading the Bible outside of class can be nauseating especially if you have been to 
Bible College and learned more about the Bible than you ever wanted to know.  For times like 
these, it is hard to get excited about the new Bible study that starts up on a night that is not a 
normal “Church” night.  So how do we handle this situation?  Should we call the spiritual       
hospice to keep the Christians comfortable in their remaining days of life? 
  
            A few years back, I was struggling during the Easter season because I have seen so many 
Easter plays with the same script, it became routine for me, and that did not sit well with me at 
all.  I vented my frustration to a preacher friend of mine, and he gave me some advice.  He told 
me that he was struggling in the same way, so he decided to make a point to invest in some 
people who were either new to the faith or needed to be saved, and when they saw the Easter 
play, the excitement from them would catch on, and he could see Easter through a fresh pair of 
eyes. 
  
            Familiarity can drag us down if we are not careful.  When we start to feel like the       
Christian life is starting to become routine, we need to find somebody who needs a “first step” 
and help them climb the tree! 

BACK PORCH 

CONVERSATIONS 
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Story Behind “The Family of God” 
Bill and Gloria Gaither are faithful members of a local church in Alexandria, Indiana, and the church body is 

very dear to them. A young family in their congregation, Ron and Darlene Garner and their three children, 

inspired the writing of the Gaither’s song “The Family of God.” 

 

As Gloria tells it: 

 

It was the Saturday after Good Friday that Ron went in for work at the garage where he was serving as a 

mechanic. He was making up time that he had taken off the previous Thursday to take his little daughter for 

some tests prior to some anticipated heart surgery. 

 

While Ron was working with combustible materials, there was an explosion. He managed to crash his way 

through the large double doors before the building blew apart and went up in flames, but he was severely 

burned over most of his body. Ron was alive but was not expected to make it through the night. Within 

minutes a chain of telephone calls alerted the family of God, and the whole church began to pray for Ron. 

Little groups, bigger groups, in homes, at the church, over the phone. The church building was kept open, 

and lights burned all through the night as a steady stream of folks who cared and loved came to talk to Je-

sus about this young father. 

 

Easter morning the sun rose on a sanctuary filled with a bleary-eyed congregation. The pastor came in with 

a report from the hospital. Ron has outlived the deadline. The doctor says he has a chance. For the Body of 

Christ, that news was better than eight hours of sleep and a good breakfast. New life was infused in us all. 

Tears of praise and joy began to flow, and our hope and gratitude poured itself into the glorious songs of 

Easter. Jesus lives, and because He lives, we too shall live! 

 

With the words of victory we pledged ourselves to what would lie ahead: help with the children, many long 

trips to the hospital, blood for transfusions, money, meals, long months of support while the healing process 

went on. On our way home from church that morning Bill and I  were so full of the beauty of it all that we 

could hardly speak. Finally, we said to each other what we had come to realized through all this: they’d do 

that for us too! 

 

It was almost too good to realize, but it was true! We aren’t very model church members. The function we fill 

in the Body of Christ takes us away from a lot of the activities of our congregation. We’re never available on 

Fridays and Saturdays. We arrive early on Sunday mornings to get our children to their Sunday school and 

church, but we can’t be counted to teach a class with a schedule like that. 

 

But they’d do the same thing for us if we were the part of the Body that was suffering! Not because we are 

worthy or had earned special treatment or were indispensable but just because we are part of the Family of 

God! 

 

As I started dinner, Bill sat down at the piano. It wasn’t long before the magnetism of the chorus Bill was 

singing drew me from the kitchen to the piano, and we finished the song that was to feed us better than 

any other food. 

 

“I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God. I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! Joint 

heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod. For I’m part of the family, the family of God. You will notice we say 

‘brother and sister’ ‘round here. It’s because we’re a family and these folks are so near. When one has a 

heartache we all share the tears. And rejoice in each victory in this family so dear. From the door of an or-

phanage to the house of the King-no longer an outcast, a new song I sing. From rags unto riches, from the 

weak to the strong. I’m not worthy to be here, but, praise God, I belong!” 

 

https://believersportal.com/story-behind-the-family-of-god-hymn/ 
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Jonathan and Melissa Helser’s “No Longer Slaves” Invites You to Throw Off the Yoke of Fear 

 

You might have heard Jonathan and Melissa Helser’s song “No Longer Slaves” (it’s been viewed 

over 32 million times on YouTube). If you have, you know the song is nothing short of poetry, 

which has been known to turn the hearts and minds of mankind. 

 

What’s unique about this song is its theme of freedom from fear. Over and over again, the        

compelling lyrics remind us of this truth, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”    

1 John 4:18 

 

It’s mind-blowing to think that we can be free in a physical sense, yet in bondage to fear. The 

theme of the song echoes Galatians 5:1, which says “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” 

 

One of the most compelling parts of the song is the line “You split the sea so I could walk right 

through it.” This is clearly an allusion to God splitting the Red Sea to help the Israelites on their    

exodus from Egypt-and out of slavery. By including this allusion, the song makes the suggestion 

that if God can do that for the Israelites, surely he can free us from out bondage to addictions, 

fears, unbelief, you name it. 

 

Because of Christ’s sacrifice for us on the cross, not only are we free from the bondage of fear 

(among other things), we are also now considered God’s children. “For in Christ Jesus you are all 

sons of God, through faith.” Galatians 3:26 
 

https://churchleaders.com/daily-buzz/285506-no-longer-slave-fear-jonathan-melissa-helser.htm 
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Epistles: Philippians 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
Paul ministered at Philippi during his second missionary journey, 
spending about three months in the city. The ministry at Philippi marked Paul’s entrance into 
Macedonia, which came about as a result of a vision he had in the city of Troas, just across the 
northeastern corner of the Aegean Sea from the port city of Neapolis and its close neighbor   
Philippi (Acts 16:8–12). 
 
During this first stay in Philippi—he later briefly visited the city on his third missionary journey 
(20:6)—Paul brought to faith in Christ people who would form the core of the burgeoning    
congregation in the city. Among them were Lydia, a businesswoman who opened her home to 
Paul and his coworkers (16:13–15), and the Philippian jailer, who was converted under Paul’s 
ministry after an earthquake miraculously broke open the prison (16:22–34). 
 
Of the four Prison Epistles, Paul likely wrote Philippians last, near the end of his Roman             
imprisonment in AD 61 or 62. Paul sent the other three Prison Epistles—Ephesians, Colossians, 
and Philemon—by the hand of Tychicus, as their destinations were near one another. However, 
the letter to the Philippians was to be delivered by Epaphroditus, who had come to Paul in 
Rome with financial help from the church at Philippi (Philippians 2:25; 4:18). But during his   
time in Rome, Epaphroditus took ill, which delayed his return home and, therefore, the             
delivery of the letter (2:26–27). 
 
Why is Philippians so important? 
 
The apostle Paul did not write Philippians in response to a crisis, as he did with Galatians        
and Colossians. Instead, he wrote to express his appreciation and affection for the Philippian  
believers. More than any other church, the believers in Philippi offered Paul material support   
for his ministry (2 Corinthians 8:11; Philippians 4:15–18). Paul’s affection for these people is   
clear throughout the letter as he encouraged them to live out their faith in joy and unity          
(1:3–5, 25–26; 4:1). 
 
What's the big idea? 
 
Philippians brims over with often quoted passages: “He who began a good work in you will  
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6), “To live is Christ and to die is gain” (1:21), 
and “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (4:13) are just a few. But the portrait 
of Jesus Christ as a humble servant serves as the core of Paul’s teaching in this letter (2:5–11). 
Paul’s joy at the mere thought of the Philippian church is undeniable in the letter, and it’s that 
same joy that he wanted the recipients to possess as well. To lead the Philippians to this truth, 
Paul took them directly to Jesus, teaching them that a community of believers living in harmony 
with one another comes only through mutual humility modeled after the Savior. Paul wrote that 
he poured out his life as an offering for the sake of Christ, leading Paul to find great joy and  
contentment in Christ’s service. His letter to the Philippians showed them that by centering   
their lives on Christ, they, too, might live in true joy. 
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This month’s Church myth: “Baptism only works if you use the right words” 

 
A couple of weeks ago, one of my preacher friends shared an article about a Catholic Priest who 

was using the wrong word during baptisms for years, and the Vatican decided that anybody who 

was baptized by that priest would need to be baptized again.  Here is part of an article written by 

Frank Jackson to give some more details: 

 

For years Catholic priest Andres Arango used one wrong word during baptisms. The church 
now says the rituals were invalid. 
 

“We baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” Arango, a 
priest in the Diocese of Phoenix, repeated during myriad ceremonies. But Arango misused 
one word that eventually compromised the validity of all of those rituals: Instead of saying    
“I baptize you,” he used the word “we,” the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix has            
announced in a news release. The difference is theologically crucial, the Vatican ruled           
in 2020, because it’s not the “we” of the congregation doing the baptizing but the “I”            
of Jesus Christ, working through the priest. 
 

“If you were baptized using the wrong words, that means your baptism is invalid, and you are 
not baptized,” the diocese said on its website. “You will need to be baptized.” 
 
Did John the Baptist follow a script? Are there “rules” we must follow to be saved? 
 
This situation illustrates the legalism that Paul warned about in Colossians 2:20-23: 
 

Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still       
belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: ‘Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!’?  
These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands     
and teachings. Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their             
self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, 
but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. Colossians 2:20-23 

 

This story illustrates a problem with many Christians who try to push the letter of the law without 

considering the spirit of the law.  This is called legalism which can cause well meaning leaders to 

miss the point of what was originally written.  In this case, the Vatican focused too much on the 

words being said and totally missed the important part of baptism. 

To be continued on the next page... 
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...Continued from page 9 

 

Here is a comment made by retired seminary professor Jack Cottrell: 

 

“What makes a baptism valid is not what is in the baptizer's mind and heart, and not the words 

he/she might say at the baptism; rather, what makes it valid is what is in the heart and mind of 

the person BEING BAPTIZED. Thus the baptizer's main duty is not what he says at the baptism, 

but what he says to the candidate in instructing him prior to the event.” - Jack Cottrell 

 

What Dr. Cottrell is referring to is the conversation that takes place before the baptism.  When a 

person requests a baptism, there should be a period of time set aside for study so the one      

performing the baptism can verify the level of knowledge that the person has of what the Bible 

says about baptism.  While he/she does not need to have a deep understanding of baptism, 

there does need to be evidence that the person understands the purpose for being baptized.  

What is the purpose for baptism?  Here is what the Apostle Paul says: 

 

(Romans 6:3-4) “(3) Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? (4) We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 

in newness of life.” 

 

Baptism is the point when we bury our old life of sin so we can gain a new life with Christ.  This 

is what connects us to the blood of Christ in order to be cleansed from all unrighteousness.  It is 

a spiritual act that happens while the physical act of baptism is performed.  There is no mention 

of the correct words to be said while baptizing.  Furthermore, in Acts 2:38, the Apostle Peter 

says to repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Again, 

nothing is said about which words to use. 

 

Jesus speaks about baptism several times and never once does He tell us what to say.  He does 

mention that we are to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit according to 

the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20.  However, that means “In the authority of” and 

does not require a certain formula to be used for speaking.  How do we figure out what to say? 

 

Church tradition has established several versions of statements to be used during baptisms and 

they are based on the Great Commission, but none of them carry the authority as the only 

statement that makes the baptism valid.  If there was a statement required, it would have been 

recorded in the Bible.  And since there is no statement recorded, we are free to choose the 

words for our baptisms.  Here is what I say during a baptism: 

 

“(Name of the one being baptized), after taking the time to study and hearing your confession 

of faith, I now baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit for the         

forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

I combine Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 2:38 for clarification of the reason why the baptism is 

happening.  I am also stating that this is being done under the authority of (In the name of) the 

Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It is not me, the church, or the elders giving the validation of 

the baptism.  Only God can determine if it is valid, and He allows freedom in the words we use. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 

 

My car is just like a baby: it won’t go anywhere without a rattle. 
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THIS MONTH IN FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH HISTORY 
 

In 2016, Easter came in March and it was my first Easter with this church.  It was fun getting to 

introduce something from my past and learning about a tradition the church had for Easter.  

Since I grew up in a suburb of Atlanta, there were several large denominational churches that 

celebrated Holy Week in the traditional way beginning with Palm Sunday and then having a 

Maundy Thursday Service followed by a Good Friday service leading to Resurrection Sunday. 

 

For our first Easter at this church, I decided to introduce a Maundy Thursday service with a      

fellowship meal before the communion at the end of the night.  My goal was to create the Last 

Supper experience when they had a meal and then Jesus introduced communion in the Upper 

Room.  We did not go all out with the Seder meal but we did talk about it as part of the lesson.  

The Maundy Thursday service continued for the next 4 years although the meal did not last    

beyond the first year.  A prayer walk has been added to the end of the service. 

 

We also had the traditional Easter egg hunt with free pizza lunch that is a perennial favorite for 

our people.  It was always well attended and Michael used this opportunity to share the Gospel 

with the Resurrection Eggs.  In 2020, COVID caused the Easter egg hunt to get cancelled but 

Michael recorded a video for the Resurrection Eggs and it was viewed several times according to 

the stats from the Facebook page.  Both the Maundy Thursday service and Easter egg hunt have 

been good traditions for our church although they are presently not on the calendar.  If we get 

enough interest, we can bring them back soon. 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Nobody got the answer so we are trying it again this month 

Winners:  ???/???/??? 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: ??? 

This month’s question: 

Which is the shortest Psalm? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special      

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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Find Favor in God’s Eyes 
 
“Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord...Noah did everything just as God commanded him.” Gen. 6:8,22 

 

Almost every day we can read newspaper articles dealing with people who are being honored by the 

world: 

 

• Government 

• Sports 

• Medicine 

• Education 

• Theater 

• Music 

 

On and on we can go. Man finding favor with man. Have you ever thought how much richer it would be to 

have God find favor with you? I stand in awe when I think of God finding favor in me, but He does. Only 

through His marvelous grace are we able to come to Him face-to-face. 

 

Noah lived in a world much like today, a world full of sin. Man hasn’t changed much over the centuries-we 

just give sin a different name. Yet through all this wickedness, Noah was a person who lived a godly life. His 

life was pleasing to God even during those evil days. 

 

Noah didn’t find favor because of his individual goodness but through his personal faith in God. We are also 

judged according to the same standard-that of our personal faith and obedience. My daily prayer is that my 

family and I will be worthy of the goodness God so richly bestows upon us. 

 

Even though Noah was upright and blameless before God, he wasn’t perfect. God recognized that Noah’s 

life reflected a genuine faith, not always a perfect faith. Do we sometimes feel all alone in our walk with 

God? Noah walked in greater deprivation than we, yet he still walked with God (verse 9). Noah found that 

it wasn’t the surroundings of his life that kept him in close fellowship with God, but it was the heart of Noah 

that qualified him to find friendship with God. 

 

How often do we try to find favor with man only to fall on our face in rejection? Noah only wanted to 

please God. Have you ever asked in that small voice of yours, “Do I find favor in the eyes of the Lord?” When 

we come to Him and admit we are sinners, we please God. At that time we find God’s grace, and we are 

able to move into a relationship with Jesus Christ. Then we are able to find favor with God. 

 

As we live in this very difficult time of world history, we might ask, “Do I find favor in God’s sight?” God gives 

us grace to live victoriously: “He gives us more grace” (James 4:6) 

 

Thoughts for Action: 

 

 Write down in your journal how you know that you find favor in God’s eyes. If you can remember, jot 

down the exact date you gave your life to Christ. 

 If you don’t think your life finds favor with God, turn to Revelation 3:16. Be assured that by accepting 

Jesus Christ as your Savior you will find favor with God. 

 Tell someone today of your new-found favor with God. 

 Seek out a church if you don’t already fellowship with other believers. 

 Be obedient to God’s Word. 

 
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 





Calendar of Events - March 2022 

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer - 9:30am 
Coffee - 9:45am 
S.S. - 10am 
Worship - 11am 

 
Daily Scriptures 
are given for us 
in anticipation 
of the sermon 

Pray for FCC 
reminder to 
pray for our 
church every 

Tuesday 

 
Elders meet as 

needed. For   
questions, see 
Frank or Chris 

 
Mission of 
the Month: 

Greenwood 
Soup Kitchen 

Weekly 
bulletin will 

have the most 
current 

information 

 

 
 

 1 
Pray for FCC 

 
Rom 8:1-17 

2 
 
 

Rom 12:1-8 

3 
 
 

Rom 12:9-21 

4 
 
 

Col 3:1-17 

5 
 
 

Phil 4:1-9 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

Matt 4:1-11 

8 
Pray for FCC 

 
Daniel 1:1-7 

9 
 
 

Daniel 1:8-21 

10 
 
 

Acts 9:1-19 

11 
 
 

Acts 13:1-3 

12 
(Matt 6:16-18) 

Move clocks 
forward 1 

hour 

13 
 

 

14 
 
 

Genesis 15 

15 
Pray for FCC 

 
Genesis 16:1-

17:22 

16 
 
 

Gen 32:22-32 

17 
 
 
1 Thes 4:1-7 

18 
 

 
Matt 15:21-28 

19 
 
 

Mark 6:1-13 

20 
 

Chris      
Crawford 
Preaching 

21 
 
 

Acts 2:42-47 

22 
Pray for FCC 

 
Acts 4:32-37 

23 

 
 

Acts 11:19-30 
 

24 
(1 Cor 1:1-17) 

Newsletter    
Submissions 

Due 

25 
 
 

1 Cor 3 

26 
 
 

Hebrews 3 

27 
 

28 
 
 

Ezra 7:1-10 
 

29 
Pray for FCC 

 
1 Tim 6:1-10 

30 
 
 

1 Tim 6:11-21 

31 
 
 

2 Tim 2:1-13 

 
All events 
subject to 
change if 
needed 

 


