
Footprints 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 
As Christmas is just around the corner, we have already seen Christmas 

decorations in the stores, heard Christmas music on the radio, and      

received messages of what the world considers to be the true meaning 

of the holidays.  It is the most wonderful time of the year for those who 

enjoy Christmas, but what about those who do not have the blessing of 

a family to celebrate the Holidays with?  There are lonely people during 

this time of year who end up being pushed to the sidelines because of 

the busyness of the commercial version of the season.  We should never 

be too busy to be an ear to listen, hands to help, and a shoulder to cry 

on.  What better way to celebrate the birth of Christ than to be with those who need Jesus?  It is 

time for us to put the Christ back in Christmas! 

 

As Christians, it is important for us to stay focused on what the birth of Christ means for the world.  

Christmas is the holiday that was designed for celebrating the coming of the   

Messiah, and we must keep this at the center of our activities.  In a society that has 

embraced the “Me first” mentality, we need to remember that popular acronym 

JOY: Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last.  Most of all, no matter what we 

do for Christmas, may we never forget that Jesus is the reason why this is the 

most wonderful time of the year! 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

Welcome to our newsletter!  
Volume 8, Issue 12 

December, 2022 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert 
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop 
good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the 
Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation 
for learning more about Jesus. 

337. Matt 27:57-60 
338. Mark 15:42-46 
339. Luke 23:50-54 
340. John 19:31-42 
341. Matt 27:61-66 
342. Mark 15:47 
343. Luke 23:55, 56 
344. Matthew 28:1-8 
345. Mark 16:1-8 
346. Luke 24:1-8 
347. John 20:1 
348. Luke 24:9-12 
349. John 20:2-10 
350. Mark 16:9-11 
351. John 20:11-18 
352. Matt 28:9, 10 

353. Matt 28:11-15 
354. Mark 16:12, 13 
355. Luke 24:13-32 
356. Luke 24:33-35 
357. Mark 16:14 
358. Luke 24:36-43 
359. John 20:19-25 
360. John 20:26-31 
361. John 21:1-23 
362. Matt 28:16-20 
363. Mark 16:15-18 
364. Luke 24:44-49 
365. Mark 16:19, 20 
366. Luke 24:50-53 
367. John 21:24, 25 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
 
December is when we celebrate Jesus, the ultimate servant leader.  Paul says in Philippians 2 that 
Jesus gave up His place in heaven to become a human for us.  He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to death, even death on a cross!  As a thank you for salvation, we should make an effort 
to be a good servant this month.  I would like for us to focus on family, food, and fun: 
 
1. Family: 
 
 Visit a family member you have not seen in a while.  If this is somebody who lives far away, 
try to plan a day so you don’t feel rushed.  Do something nice for that person during your visit. 
 
2. Food: 
 
 Share a meal with a friend, a family member, and if you feel brave enough, a foe. 
 
3. Fun: 
 
 Do something you have never done before and make it a fun experience. 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
  
Week 1 - Pray for an opportunity to help 
 
Week 2 - Pray that your words will be uplifting 
 
Week 3 - Pray for somebody who needs a hug 
 
Week 4 - Pray for you to be a shoulder to cry on 
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The Three I’s of Effective Leadership 
 

 Have you ever seen a natural leader?  You ever 

see yourself as one?  Do you ever wonder if you could be 

better at being a leader?  In school, we hear of the three 

R's.  Of course, I don't understand why they call it the 

three R's when Writing starts with a W and Arithmetic 

starts with an A.  Does anybody know why that is?  Oh 

well, that doesn't really matter, I just wanted to see if   

anybody knew.  Today, I am going to talk about the 

three I's of effective leadership.  These are three         

statements that you can make in order to be able           

to remain effective in your leadership role wherever    

you are. 

 

1.  I Don't Know. 

 A.  Opens the door for learning. 

 B.  Shows willingness to learn (But I will find out) 

 C.  Can involve the other person. (Why don't you see what you come up with?) 

 

2.  I Was Wrong. 

 A.  Opens the door for humility. (Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord) 

 B.  Shows that you are still human and it brings you closer to reality. 

 

3.  I Apologize. 

 A.  Opens the door for healing to take place. 

 B.  Conveys a message that you still care enough to have emotion.  (Remorse) 

 

 Paul gives us the best example of an effective leader in Philippians chapter 2, and we 

should do our best to follow that example.  Jesus gave up the ultimate position in order to     

become the ultimate follower (Obedient to death, even death on the cross!), and God            

rewarded Him by giving Him the ultimate name! (Every knee shall bow) If you practice the 

three I's of effective leadership, I don't know, I was wrong, and I apologize, you will find it 

a little easier to follow the example of Christ as you lead your group. 

 

(Matthew 20:25-28) “(25) But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. (26) It shall not 

be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, (27) and 

whoever would be first among you must be your slave, (28) even as the Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’” 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

 

Light travels faster than sound. That's why some 

people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
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CAN YOU THINK OF 5 PEOPLE YOU CAN REACH? 

 When I served as a youth sponsor several years ago, we 

had something called a “High Five” card which had blanks for us 

to write 5 names of people we could invite to church.  This is a 

good idea for us today.  Who are the five people in your life?  

Can you pray for them now? 

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 

 

A CHRISTMAS LETTER TO THE SHEPHERDS  

(Les Hardin - Professor at JUFL) 

 
Hey, I need to ask a favor. 

My Boss has a friend who traveled back home with her husband for 

Christmas. When she got there, her husband’s family (who didn’t know 

about her pregnancy) didn’t approve, and wouldn’t let her stay there.  

He’s trying to patch it up with his family, but she’s caught in the middle. 

The stress of all this threw her into labor. She didn’t have time to make it to the hospital, so she  delivered 

her baby right there in the garage. (Can you imagine giving birth in a garage on Christmas Eve?) This is SO 

not what she expected for her first child. She’s lonely, far away from home, and majorly depressed. 

So I was hoping that you could pay her a visit. We think having random folks show up out of nowhere    

inquiring about her baby will be encouraging to her—some confirmation that she’s doing the right thing, 

and that God is watching over her. I don’t think it would take you all that long. She’s not that far away from 

where you are. Just down the road, in Davidston. 

This is the kind of thing we’d normally ask the professionals to do. But my Boss wants to keep this one     

kind of quiet for now. Nobody knows it but her and her husband... but her child is The One... The One 

we’ve all been waiting for. And if the professionals get hold of this news, they’ll either  exploit it for their 

own personal gain or try to discredit him. So, Boss is doing something different with this one, letting some 

of the most ordinary folks on the inside from the very beginning. 

We thought you’d like the chance to be one of those folks. 

So if you could pay her a visit, I would greatly appreciate it. Boss will have “mad respect” for you. Don’t   

worry about your sheep. I’ll take care of them. They’ll all be here waiting when you return (though, the  

kind of mood Boss is in right now, there might be one more when you get back!). I’d go see her myself,    

but I’ve seen her twice now, and I think she might be starting to question her sanity. Real-life humans are 

probably in order this time. 

 

Merry Christmas . . . 

 

Gabe 
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Amazing The True Story of Pain and Hope Behind 

“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

By Justin Taylor 

 

In March of 1863, 18-year-old Charles Appleton 

Longfellow left his family’s house on Brattle Street in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts-a colonial mansion that 

had served as General Washington’s headquarters from 175 t0 1776. Unbeknownst to his family, 

he boarded a train bound for Washington, D.C., traveling over 400 miles down the eastern         

seaboard in order to join President Lincoln’s Union army to fight the Civil War. 

 

Charles (b. June 9, 1844) was the oldest of six children born to Fannie Elizabeth Appleton and  

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the celebrated literary critic and poet. Charles had five younger     

siblings; a brother (aged 17) and four sisters (ages 13, 10, 8, and one who had died as an infant.) 

 

Less than two years earlier, Charles’s mother Fannie had tragically died after her dress caught on 

fire. Her husband, Henry, awakened from a nap, tried to extinguish the flames as best he could,   

first with a rug and then with his own body, but she had already suffered severe burns. She died 

the next morning (July 10, 1861), and Henry Longfellow’s own burns were severe enough that he 

was unable even to attend his own wife’s funeral. He stopped shaving on account of the burns, 

growing a beard that would become associated with his image. At times he feared that he would 

be sent to an asylum on account of his grief. 

 

When Charley (as he was called) arrived in Washington D.C., he sought to enlist as a private with 

the 1st Massachusetts Artillery, Captain W.H. McCartney, commander of Battery A, wrote to Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow for written permission to Charley to become a soldier. HWL (as his son    

referred to him) granted the permission. 

 

Longfellow later wrote to his friends Charles Sumner (senator from Massachusetts), John Andrew 

(governor of Massachusetts), and Edward Dalton (medical inspector of the Sixth Army Corps) to 

lobby for his son to become an officer. But Charley had already impressed his fellow soldiers and 

superiors with his skills, and on March 27, 1863, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 

the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry, assigned to Company “G”. 

 

At the Battle of Chancellorsville in Virginia (April 30- May 6, 1863) he saw no combat duty but 

spent his time guarding wagons. 

 

Charley fell ill with “camp fever” (probably typhoid or typho-malarial fever) and was sent home to 

recover for several months with his family. That summer, having missed the Battle of Gettysburg 

(July 1-3, 1863), he rejoined his unit on August 15, 1863. 

 

On the first day of that December, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was dining alone at his home 

when a telegram arrived with the news that his son had been severely wounded-inaccurately    

stating that he had been shot in the face-four days earlier. On November 27, 1863, while involved 

in a skirmish during a battle of the Mine Run Campaign, Charley had been shot through the left 

shoulder, with the bullet exiting under his right shoulder blade. It had traveled across his back and 

nicked his spine. Charley avoided being paralyzed by less than an inch. 

Continued on the next page... 
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"Grown Up Christmas List” (Wikiwand.com) 

"Grown-Up Christmas List" (sometimes titled "My Grown-Up Christmas List") is 

a Christmas song composed by David Foster (music) and Linda Thompson-

Jenner (lyrics). It was originally recorded by Foster, with Natalie Cole on vocals, 

for his 1990 non-holiday album River of Love and a similar second version on his 

1993 holiday album The Christmas Album. Though it was also released as a    

single, the song was not a hit upon its first appearance. In 1992, Amy 

Grant recorded a version for her second Christmas album, Home for Christmas. Grant's version   

featured an additional verse that Grant penned herself. Her record label at the time, A&M Records, 

promoted the song as the second single from the album, and it received substantial radio airplay. 

 

No more lives torn apart 

That wars would never start 

And time would heal all hearts 

And everyone would have a friend 

And right would always win 

And love would never end, no 

This is my grown up Christmas list 

...Continued from page 6 

 

He was carried into New Hope Church (Orange County, VA) and then transported to the Rapidan 

River. Charley’s father and younger brother, Ernest, immediately set out for Washington, D.C.,     

arriving on December 3. Charley arrived by train on December 5. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

was alarmed when informed by the army surgeon that his son’s wound “was very serious” and 

that “paralysis might ensue.” Three surgeons gave a more favorable report that evening,            

suggesting a recovery that would require him to be “long in healing,” at least six months. 

 

On Friday, December 25, 1863, Longfellow-as a 57-year-old widowed father of six children, the 

oldest of which had been nearly paralyzed as his country fought a war against itself-wrote a poem 

seeking to capture the dynamic and dissonance in his own heart and the world he observes 

around him that Christmas day. 

 

He heard the Christmas bells ringing in Cambridge and the singing of “peace on earth” (Luke 

2:14), but he observed the world of injustice and violence that seemed to mock the truthfulness   

of this optimistic outlook. 

 

The theme of listening recurs throughout the poem, eventually leading to a settled-ness of         

confident hope even in the midst of bleak despair as he recounts to himself that God is alive      

and righteousness shall prevail. 

 

Within a decade (1872), the poem was put to music by the English organist John Baptiste Calkin 

for a processional, set to the melody of “Waltham.” 

 
Article taken from: 

 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/the-story-of-pain-and-hope-behind-i-heard-the-bells-on-christmas-day/ 
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“Dirty Hands Build Warm Churches” - Earl Winfrey 

 

Most of us who have grown up in the church will recognize Nehemiah as one of the books in the 

Old Testament.  A somewhat smaller group of us probably heard somebody preach a sermon    

using Nehemiah especially when a building campaign was being launched.  Unfortunately, there 

is probably an even smaller group of us who actually took the time to study the book of Nehemiah 

for personal growth, but that is another article for another day. (If you are interested in a study of 

Nehemiah, I can provide the sermons I preached a few years ago) 

 

When Nehemiah learned about the temple rebuilding project in Jerusalem, he was more than  

concerned because the walls were still just a pile of rubble.  The temple was complete, but the city 

was not protected, and this is why Nehemiah gained permission to travel to Jerusalem.  Nehemiah 

became part of the solution because he did not like looking at the problem. 

 

After the project began, we can see in Nehemiah 3 that the priests were working alongside the 

others when rebuilding the walls.  They had every right to stay in the temple and use their higher 

calling as an excuse to get out of work, but they chose to be part of the solution instead.  The walls 

in Jerusalem were rebuilt in an efficient manner because everybody worked together to make it 

happen.  That is a great example of teamwork.  This is how we can grow as the church. 

 

If you have a church where the people are not afraid to jump in and serve even if it means getting 

their hands dirty, then you have a church that will not be afraid to jump in and help the people in 

our community at the moment they need us the most.  Does that mean we will be perfect?  No.  

We are all human and we will make mistakes.  But it does mean that we will focus on serving God 

by putting the needs of the people in our community above our own personal comfort.  We can 

be part of the solution if we don’t like looking at the problem. 

 

Dirty hands can build warm churches because everybody works together to build God’s church.  

What about you?  Can you get your hands dirty for God?  Philippians 2 states that God got His 

hands dirty for you.  God became the solution because He did not like looking at the problem.  

God came down in the form of a human, lived the life we should be living, and suffered the death 

that we should be suffering because He loved us more than we will ever understand.  No more 

sorrow, no more pain because of the lamb Jesus who was slain. 

 

Nehemiah did not recruit the people, equip them, and then return to the palace.  He stayed in   

Jerusalem and became their governor so he could help them restore the city.  If we want to be the 

church that God can be proud of, we need to get our hands dirty and quit waiting for somebody 

else to come along who can do what it is that we are responsible for doing. 

 

Dirty hands build warm churches 

“Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. 
They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, 

as far as the Tower of Hananel.” (Nehemiah 3:1 ESV) 
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Epistles: James 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
While James did not specifically identify himself as to which 
“James” he was (James 1:1), the author is widely thought to be James the half-brother of Jesus. 
James was not a follower of Jesus during the Savior’s time on earth (Mark 3:21–35; John 7:5) 
but eventually became an apostle in the vein of Paul, as one who had seen and believed the 
Lord post-resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19). After witnessing the Lord’s 
resurrected body, James became one of the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. Peter 
singled him out among the other Christians there following Peter’s miraculous release 
from prison (Acts 12:17). James made the deciding speech at the Jerusalem Council (15:13–22), 
and Paul called James one of the pillars of the church (Galatians 2:9). 
 
As one of the chief leaders in the church at Jerusalem, James wrote from that city prior to the 
meeting of the Jerusalem Council, which Luke recorded in Acts 15. At that council, James, 
along with Peter and Paul, affirmed the decision to take the gospel message to the Gentiles. 
This council met in AD 49, meaning James likely wrote his letter in AD 45–48. Such a significant 
event as the Jerusalem Council warranted comment from James, as he was writing to a Jewish 
Christian audience. But James made no mention of Gentile Christians at all, making an early 
date for the letter most likely. In fact, it was likely the first New Testament book written. 
 
Why is James so important? 
 
The book of James looks a bit like the Old Testament book of Proverbs dressed up in New 
Testament clothes. Its consistent focus on practical action in the life of faith is reminiscent of 
the Wisdom Literature in the Old Testament, encouraging God’s people to act like God’s people. 
The pages of James are filled with direct commands to pursue a life of holiness. He makes no 
excuses for those who do not measure up. In the mind of this early church leader, Christians 
evidence their faith by walking in certain ways and not others. For James, a faith that does 
not produce real life change is a faith that is worthless (James 2:17). 
 
In the opening of his letter, James called himself a bond-servant of God, an appropriate name 
given the practical, servant-oriented emphasis of the book. Throughout the book, James 
contended that faith produces authentic deeds. In other words, if those who call themselves 
God’s people truly belong to Him, their lives will produce deeds or fruit. In language and themes 
that sound similar to Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount, James rails against the hypocritical believer 
who says one thing but does another. 
 
For James, faith was no abstract proposition but had effects in the real world. James offered 
numerous practical examples to illustrate his point: faith endures in the midst of trials, calls on 
God for wisdom, bridles the tongue, sets aside wickedness, visits orphans and widows, and does 
not play favorites. He stressed that the life of faith is comprehensive, impacting every area of our 
lives and driving us to truly engage in the lives of other people in the world. While James 
recognized that even believers stumble (James 3:2), he also knew that faith should not 
coexist with people who roll their eyes at the less fortunate, ignore the plight of others, 
or curse those in their paths. 
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This month’s Church myth: “Shepherding is the Preacher’s responsibility” 
 

Shepherding is a lost art in many churches today.  We are good at several parts of God’s church 

such as singing, preaching, teaching, and making things harder than they need to be, but taking 

care of each other and making sure we are protected from the attacks of the devil is an area 

where the American church falls short.  Why is this?  Part of the problem is that we have created a 

false view of shepherding and who is in charge of making it happen.  Most people think that the 

preacher is supposed to be the shepherd of the church, but that is a myth. 

 

Shepherding the flock involves protecting the sheep from danger and providing nourishment so 

they can grow up and be healthy.  The main threat for the sheep is false teaching that can lead 

them away from the Biblical truth that keeps the church from falling apart.  Another threat is a  

divisive spirit that keeps the church from being united and focused on winning souls for the Lord.  

The nourishment comes from the Bible as the sheep are taught by the shepherds.  The common 

practice is to hire a preacher to provide the teaching since he has dedicated his life to the study of 

the Word and has been blessed with the ability to explain the scriptures for others to learn.  But 

this does not mean the preacher is the only person qualified to teach.  The church needs a variety 

of teachers to educate the people and this is why volunteers are needed. 

 

So if the preacher is hired to teach, who is in charge of shepherding the flock?  According to the 

Apostle Peter, the Elders are in charge of shepherding.  Check this out: 

 

(1 Peter 5:1-4) 

“(1) So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 

well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: (2) shepherd the flock of God that is 

among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 

not for shameful gain, but eagerly; (3) not domineering over those in your charge, but being     

examples to the flock. (4) And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 

crown of glory.” 

 

While the elders are in charge of the shepherding, they should not be the only ones shepherding 

the flock.  The church needs a variety of shepherds and this is why shepherding is a team effort.  

Just like teaching, shepherding is best accomplished when there are many people looking out for 

others who are like them.  For example, women shepherding women, older men shepherding 

younger men, teens shepherding younger children, etc.  The preacher is responsible for teaching, 

but he is not the only teacher.  The elders are responsible for shepherding but they are not the  

only shepherds.  Every Christian should be teaching and shepherding others so they can grow. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 
 

My doctor told me to take something good and warm, so I took his coat. 
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There are several events happening in December: 

 

Ladies Craft Day on Saturday, December 10th at 1pm. We will be making 

wreath earrings out of beads. Please bring your favorite snack to share. 

Please let Michael know if you plan on attending by December 1st so that 

she can figure out the cost for each person and get the materials. 

 

Christmas at First Presbyterian, December 18 at 6pm. Earl, Wil, and 

Michaela are singing with the choir at First Presbyterian Church for their Christmas concert. 

We are all invited to attend and support them in this community event. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service, December 24 at 5pm. Please join us as we 

read the Christmas story from the Bible and sing songs to help us focus on the Reason for the 

Season.  If you would like to help with something in the service, let Earl know ASAP. 

 

Coming in 2023: In September, we talked about several activities we would like to have in 2023 

such as having a Fellowship Meal after Youth Sundays and other events.  Details coming soon! 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Samson lied when he was asked to reveal the source of his great strength (Jdg 16:15) 

Winners: Bruce Brower/Wil Winfrey/Karla Foss 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey, Michaela Winfrey, Phillis Jackson 

This month’s question: 

What are the names of Lazarus’ sisters? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special      

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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Your Family in Christ 
“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  
Ephesians 3:17-19 

 

An old European story tells of a traveler in Germany who saw a peculiar sight in a tavern where he 

had stopped for dinner. After the meal, the tavern owner put a great bowl of soup on the floor and 

gave a loud whistle. A big dog, a large cat, an old raven, and a very large rat came into the room. 

They all four went to the dish and without  disturbing each other, ate together. After they had 

dined, the dog, the cat, and the rat lay before the fire, while Mr. Raven, in his black coat, hopped 

around the room. The tavern owner had trained these animals so that not one of them bothered 

to hurt any of the others. He thought that if a dog, a rat, a cat, and a bird can live happily together, 

little children, especially brothers and sisters, ought to be able to do the same. Yes, you would think 

that harmony could be established in our families, but somehow it escapes us. In today’s passage 

we find that through Paul’s prayer we can learn some basic principles for praying for our family. 

 

 Pray that your family may be rooted and established in love. Oh, how we need families that   

really love each other. We see so much evil that originates from the family. Ask God to protect 

your family from evil and put a big hedge of protection around each member. Continually be 

on guard for the wolf that tries to enter in and devour members of your family. 

 Pray that you may have power to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ. Today there is a lack of commitment, a lack of trust, a lack of love in relationships. Pray 

that your family may begin to grasp the vastness in Christ’s love for them individually and       

collectively. 

 Pray that your family may know this love that surpasses knowledge. We cannot comprehend 

this love that gives beyond our knowledge. But with a great leap of faith, we believe and live 

the gospel message first within our own life and then share with our family members this love. 

There are two things to do with the gospel: one, we believe it; two, we live it. 

 Pray that you will be filled in measure of all the fullness of God. Each day that I’m in God’s 

Word, I better understand what the fullness of God is all about. After many years of life, I better 

understand being filled in measure of God’s fullness. And being in His family is so much a part 

of that fullness. Proverbs 24:3-4 states, “By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding 

it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” 

 I will pray for you and your family, that you may grasp these principles and that your rooms will 

be filled with rare and beautiful treasures. 

 

Thoughts for Action 

• Go to each member of your family today and tell them that you love them. 

• Write or phone a friend who lives out of town and express your love for her. 

• Do an act out of love for someone today, one that expects no return or personal gain. 

 

Additional Scripture Reading: 

Ephesians 4:29 

James 2:15-17 
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 





Calendar of Events - December 

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer - 9:30am 
Coffee - 9:45am 
S.S. - 10am 
Worship - 11am 

 
Daily Scriptures 
are given for us 
in anticipation 
of the sermon 

Pray for FCC 
reminder to 
pray for our 
church every 

Tuesday 

 
Elders meet as 

needed. For   
questions, see 
Frank or Chris 

Mission of 
the Month: 

 
Connie 

Maxwell 

Weekly 
bulletin will 

have the most 
current 

information 

 
All events 
subject to 
change if 
needed 

    1 
 
 

Gal 3:26-4:7 

2 
 
 

1 Pet 2:13-25 

3 
 
 

Isaiah 7:1-17 

4 5 
 
 

Matt 1:18-25 

6 
Pray for FCC 

 
Luke 2:21-40 

7 
 
 

Matt 2:1-12 

8 
 
 

Matt 2:13-23 

9 
 
 

Luke 2:41-52 

10 
(Isaiah 11) 

Craft Day at 
the Church 
(1:00pm) 

11 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

Genesis 10 

13 
Pray for FCC 

 
Gen 35:16-29 

14 
 
 

Ruth 4 

15 
 
 

1 Sam 16:1-13 

16 
 
 

John 7:37-52 

17 
 
 

Luke 2:1-7 

18 
 

Chris 
Crawford 
preaching 

19 
 
 

Psalm 23 

20 
Pray for FCC 

 
Psalm 85 

21 

 
 

Psalm 148 
 

22 
(Is 44:21-28) 
Newsletter    

Submissions 
Due 

23 
 
 

Haggai 2:1-9 

24 
(Luke 2:8-20) 

Christmas 
Eve Service 

(5:00pm) 

25 
 

Merry 
Christmas! 

26 
 
 

Leviticus 12 
 

27 
Pray for FCC 

 
Gen 17:1-14 

28 
 
 

Ex 13:1-16 

29 
 
 

Psalm 98 

30 
 
 

Matthew 2 

31 
 
 

Luke 2:21-38 


