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Footprints 

THANK YOU JESUS! 
In November of 1621, the group of Pilgrims who landed in America had 

their first successful harvest of corn.  Today, we have a day set aside to 

remember that harvest: Thanksgiving Day. 

 

In the Bible, Jesus talks about a different kind of harvest, and that is the 

harvest of lost souls being saved.  During the month of November, we 

should be looking for those who need a helping hand.  This creates an 

opportunity to create a conversation and plant the seeds of Evangelism. 

 

In the spirit of the Thanksgiving holiday, we should take time to be thankful for 

God’s provisions in our lives.  First and foremost, we should be thankful for the 

salvation we have in Jesus!  And to show our gratitude for such a wonderful gift, 

we should share that gift with those around us. 

 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 



P A G E  2  F O O T P R I N T S  

What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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 Like most people I know, I love a buffet!  Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to 
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven.  Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food 
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth.  Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best 
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.  I decided to take this concept and use 
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. 
 
 For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert 
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page.  Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop 
good habits for growing closer to the Lord.  The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the 
Life of Christ.  This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation 
for learning more about Jesus. 

307. Matt 26:58-75 
308. Mark 14:54-72 
309. Luke 22:54-62 
310. John 18:15-27 
311. Matthew 27:1 
312. Mark 15:1 
313. Luke 22:66-71 
314. Matt 27:3-10 
315. Matt 27:2-14 
316. Mark 15:2-5 
317. Luke 23:1-5 
318. John 18:28-38 
319. Luke 23:6-12 
320. Matt 27:15-26 
321. Mark 15:6-15 

322. Luke 23:13-25 
323. Jn 18:39–19:16 
324. Matt 27:27-30 
325. Mark 15:16-19 
326. Matt 27:31-34 
327. Mark 15:20-23 
328. Luke 23:26-33 
329. John 19:16, 17 
330. Matt 27:35-50 
331. Mark 15:24-37 
332. Luke 22:33-46 
333. John 19:18-30 
334. Matt 27:51-56 
335. Mark 15:38-41 
336. Luke 23:45-49 

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée) 
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class) 

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert) 
 
November is Thanksgiving month.  It is also the month when we change our clocks and for a 
week, our bodies try to figure out what’s going on.  For me, football season is going strong with 
high school playoffs starting and college is winding down its regular season games.  For this 
month, I would like for us to focus on family, food, and fun: 
 
1. Family: 
 
 Visit a family member you have not seen in a while.  If this is somebody who lives far away, 
try to plan a day so you don’t feel rushed.  Write thank you notes for family and deliver them. 
 
2. Food: 
 
 Share a meal with a friend, a family member, and if you feel brave enough, a foe. 
 
3. Fun: 
 
 Do something you have never done before and make it a fun experience. 

Prayer Topics (Appetizers) 
  
Week 1 - Thank God for material blessings 
 
Week 2 - Thank God for physical blessings 
 
Week 3 - Thank God for spiritual blessings 
 
Week 4 - Thank God for relational blessings 
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AS CLEAR AS MUD 
 

Now that we have been looking at the Titus passage for 

Elders, I think we should take a moment to ask if this stuff 

has become as clear as mud.  For some, this is not new 

because every church has had some kind of class about 

leadership, and it usually involves the 1 Timothy 3 and 

Titus passages with a little bit of 1 Peter mixed in. 

 

If the church offers a leadership class, it is usually around 

the time for the congregational meeting, and it covers 

the basic requirements for those who wish to become 

elders or deacons for the church.  Although the lists that 

are written by Paul give us a good guide for finding the 

ideal elder, I have yet to see the ideal elder in any of the 

churches I have been part of.  Perhaps that is because 

the ideal elder does not exist. 

 

Just like Ministers are unique and each one should be handled on a case by case basis, there is 

no cookie cutter for shaping an elder to make him fit for the leadership role.  For this reason, I 

believe that Paul was not concerned with finding the perfect elder.  He was offering a guide for 

finding the best of what is available, and out of that group of Godly men, there will be a variety 

of skill sets, backgrounds, and styles for leadership.  Not all elders are created equal, so we 

should not treat them that way. 

 

If we treat the elders as if they were all the same, we would have a difficult time trying to get 

men to step up for the position mainly because they may feel intimidated by the present elders 

serving.  Instead of trying to mold the men into the image of the present elders or making them 

measure up to the checklist given by Paul, we should be encouraging the men who step up to 

work on themselves and improve in the areas where they need to improve.  They should also 

define their area of expertise and insert themselves into those places where they can serve the 

best.  When you get a group of elders who are serving in their areas of expertise, the leadership 

runs smoothly and the church can grow beyond our expectations. 

 

One we get the leadership serving in the areas where they serve best, the rest of the church 

can follow that example and step up where they can be used for the glory of God.  This method 

works much better than trying to fill positions that are left empty.  Unfortunately, the traditional 

method of recruiting involves finding bodies to fill the holes instead of creating positions for the 

people who are available.  This is what we should be thinking about while praying for the Next 

Man Up.  Whoever decides to step up and help us will need to know how they can use their 

skills for the church.  If we can help them see that, we will have a great elder ready to lead us 

into the future! 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

 

Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now. 
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“Now the Bereans were of more noble 
character than the Thessalonians...” 

- Acts 17:11 

 

The church in Berea was known for their hunger for the truth. The 

people were constantly checking the scriptures to see if they were 

being represented correctly. This was not a result of their distrust for 

the speaker but instead, it was their maturity in their faith as they  

understood the importance of making sure the information that  

was being passed on to them was truth. Here are some helpful    

suggestions so you too can become a good Berean:  

 

- Know your Bible  

The people in the church of Berea would not have been able to    

discern what was true if they were  ignorant of the Scriptures.     

Likewise, we can't expect to be able to tell the difference between a false teaching and a truth if 

we don't know our Bible. Take the time to build a solid foundation by reading the Bible every day 

and studying it to gain a fuller understanding of what the Word of God contains, and it will be 

much easier to spot a fake.  

 

- Don't be afraid to ask for clarification  

If there is anything that is the most harmful when it comes to checking up on a teaching, it is failing 

to take the time to understand fully what is being taught. Take plenty of notes, ask for clarification 

on what is not clear, and if possible, check with somebody who heard the teaching to see if you 

might have misunderstood what was being taught. A few extra minutes at the beginning      

checking on what was taught could save you from spending hours later trying to apologize         

for the misunderstanding.  

 

- Know what you don't know 

This is the hardest part of being a good Berean because sometimes it is hard to admit when you 

don't know something. It is ok to ask for help in understanding scripture because we are all human 

and none of us are “Experts” when it comes to interpreting the Bible. Anyone who claims to be the 

authority on scripture should be questioned as only the Lord Himself can make that claim.  

 

- Have good resources available  

This is a tough one because of the abundance of material in today's Christian bookstore market.     

Finding good resources can make the difference between being accurate and being mislead so   

be careful, and seek advice as to what resources would be good for you. I can help you find the 

resources you need if you will just let me know what you are looking for.  

 

- Innocent until proven guilty 

It is very important for you to enter into a “Berean” situation with an optimistic outlook. If you 

begin the process with the assumption that the teaching is false, it will be hard to find the truth. 

Keep an open mind and assume that the teaching could be true, and don't pass judgment until the 

evidence presents itself. Way too often, a teaching gets rejected based on the fact that it doesn't 

sound like anything that has been taught before, and this can cause tunnel vision when it comes 

to correctly handling the Word of God. 

BACK PORCH 

CONVERSATIONS 
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Amazing Grace (Hymncharts.com) 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a 

wretch like me. Wretch indeed. The man behind the 

lyrics did not write them lightly. His story is one of 

many throughout history that show the amazing 

grace of God, and that no one is beyond His          

forgiveness. 

 

John Newton was a slave trader in his early years, and openly mocked religion. What better way to 

start a story of God’s grace? Newton thought himself invincible – beyond the need of God – yet all 

that changed on a stormy sea in 1748. Newton would have been used to storms at sea, for most  

of his life was spent there; first with the British navy, then transporting slaves. But this storm was 

especially violent, and it brought Newton to his knees as he pleaded for the God he loved to mock 

to save him and his crew. Newton first felt the grace of God when he was replaced on deck by   

another crew member. Within mere minutes, the storm increased its rage and killed the crewman 

on deck. All the rest of the crew, including Newton, survived. 

 

The experience at sea planted the seed of Newton’s faith, but it remained a seed for a few more 

years still. Newton continued on in the slave trade for six more years, but upon retirement he      

began studying theology. This is when the seed began to sprout into something much more.   

Newton became a minister, and, using his life experiences, wrote the lyrics of Amazing 

Grace. Originally, it was simply an accompaniment to one of his sermons, and perhaps he never 

meant it to be more. But the hymn took on a life of its own, and was published in more than a few 

books during Newton’s life. Eventually, Amazing Grace was put to music and became the hymn we 

know today. 

 

During life as a minister, Newton became an advocate for the end of the slave trade. “It will always 

be a subject of humiliating reflection to me, that I was, once, an active instrument in a business at 

which my heart now shudders,” wrote Newton. His stance greatly impacted a man by the name 

of William Wilberforce. Wilberforce attended Newton’s church as a child, and was later mentored 

by him. Under Newton’s influence, Wilberforce’s purpose became working to end the slave trade, 

and his efforts as an English lawmaker led to the release of over 800,000 slaves. 

 

John Newton was a wicked man who deserved death at sea. But the key component of God’s 

grace is that it is not earned; it is a gift made of pure, undeserved love. This is perhaps the most    

important concept any human can understand. It is easy, then, to see why Amazing Grace drew   

so many people when Newton wrote it, and why it continues to draw us today. 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come 

This grace that brought me safe thus far 

And grace will lead me home 

 

When we've been here ten thousand years 

Bright, shining as the sun 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we first begun 
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"Mighty to Save” (Worshipleader.com) 

 

“Mighty to Save” is a song that came not from one situation or circumstance in 

our lives, but as the sum of many. Our God who is all powerful, chooses not to 

turn his power against us, but towards us, drawing us to himself, writing us into 

a new story—his salvation story. We have seen it in our own lives. We see it every 

week in our church, Hillsong. God is all about restoring people to himself. 

Jesus said “Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45). It’s almost as if Jesus 

was talking directly to songwriters. There’s nothing better than sitting down to write and having a 

thought from God’s word bubbling up and spilling out onto the page. “Mighty to Save” comes 

straight from Zephaniah 3:17, God is with us, he delights in us, his heart is towards us. On the day 

we began working on “Mighty to Save,” Reuben and I were sitting in his living room working on 

another song. We had sort of reached a dead end and decided to move on to a new idea. We    

definitely didn’t realize at the time the significance of that decision, as we began to sing the    

words “mighty to save.”  

 

Songwriting is part inspiration, part craft and part really hard work. I don’t know of any song I have 

written or co-written (that I like) where these three elements haven’t coexisted. “Mighty to Save” 

certainly had its share of each. Reuben and I have been friends since I was 15 years old and that 

helps a lot when co-writing, to feel comfortable to present ideas and to be honest throughout the 

process. “Mighty to Save” was the first song we ever finished together. 

 

Co-writing seems to magnify inspiration, the craft and the hard work. Reuben is brilliant at the craft 

of songwriting and more specifically rewriting. He will rework an idea, a melody, a lyric over and 

over until the options are exhausted and the best option rises to the surface. I’ve learned a lot from 

other writers through co-writing, none more than Reuben, who I believe is undisputedly one of 

the greatest and most prolific songwriters for the Church on the planet today. I’ve learned to push 

harder and to aim higher. It meant finishing “Mighty to Save” was a lengthy process. Over the 

course of several months we wrote and rewrote verses and bridges with literally hundreds of ideas 

that never made it through. Generosity is a must in collaboration. Effective collaboration doesn’t 

hold back the best ideas, but it gives them away, believing that they will be replaced by even  

greater ideas. We have learned to set clear direction for our co-writing. It helps a lot to be on the 

same page at the outset. 

 

I love being a part of a songwriting community. I like to think Hillsong Church has a great culture 

around songwriting. Our writers are almost always writing, and almost always showing each other 

ideas and collaborating. We showed “Mighty to Save” to a few of our key team and it made its way 

on to the setlist for a Sunday night service at our Hills Campus. 

 

I’ll still never forget the first night I heard our local church singing that song. It’s the kind of         

moment you live for as a songwriter. That particular song spoke to a period of time we were          

at in our own church life. It resonated with our home. 

 

It still blows me away to read and hear stories of “Mighty to Save” connecting with people at       

defining moments in their life, as it has in my own life. It is deeply encouraging and humbling at 

the same time to realize that it is all by God’s grace. God is able to take a song from a living room  

in the suburbs of Sydney to places we could have never imagined. 
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Extreme Makeover: Church Edition (Earl Winfrey) 

Everybody loves a good makeover.  I remember a few years back being introduced to the show 

“Extreme Makeover, Home Edition.”  It aired on Sunday nights and easily became a favorite for 

my family.  Every week, there was a different family being helped as they had homes that were in 

such bad shape, the only answer was to tear it completely down and start over with a new 

house.  This new house was custom made so the family could have everything they need to live 

a life of happiness.  After a couple of years, we lost interest in the show partly because the      

novelty wore off, but we don’t have to look far to see a good makeover. 

  

There is a trend in the world of the Evangelical Church which also includes those churches in the 

Restoration Movement, and that is the concept of a re-launch.  A church re-launch could also be 

known as an extreme makeover “Church Edition.”  Some churches may need this, but I can’t help 

but wonder if this is really the best answer for others. 

  

The decision to re-launch a church involves accepting the fact that the church in its present form 

is beyond repair.  The church has to be spiritually demolished and then rebuilt so it can become 

effective in fulfilling God’s purpose for that church.  Part of the spiritual demolition can involve 

the physical makeover of the church facilities and can also include a name change if the church 

stays in its present location.  In some cases, this re-launching of the church has proved to be     

effective as it rekindled a passion for the lost in the people of the church.  But what about those 

churches that fail even though they did a “proper” re-launch? 

  

Just like the show on TV, some churches build according to what they need in order to be happy 

at church.  This is a risky move because part of the reason why a re-launch is needed is because 

some people have become too comfortable with the church the way it is.  And by rebuilding the 

church according to what the people think they need to be happy at church, what is actually 

happening is a comfortable congregation becoming even more comfortable with what they 

have already built. 

  

Instead of rebuilding according to what the people need to be happy, the church should rebuild 

according to what will help them reach the community around them.  Do people need a place 

where they can bring their friends so they don’t have to hang out at the local bar?  Do the kids 

need a place to study after school is out?  Does the community need a place to have organized 

sports that is safer than playing in the streets? 

  

If a church wants to be more effective for the Lord, then they should move beyond having a nice 

place to gather on Sunday.  They should create a place that can become part of the life of the 

community so the Lord can have unlimited access to the people He is trying to reach.  A state of 

the art facility with a fancy name that can be easily marketed may be what the church wants in 

order to be happy, but what about the Lord?  What kind of church makes Him happy? 

When praying, don’t give God instructions, just report for duty. 
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Epistles: Hebrews 
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews remains shrouded in  
mystery. Even early in the church’s history, a Christian as learned as Origen had to admit his ig-
norance of the true author of Hebrews. Several theories regarding the author’s identity have 
been proposed over the years, but all of them contain significant problems. Most of the church-
es in the eastern part of the Roman Empire believed Paul to have authored the book, leading to 
its early acceptance into the Canon by the churches in those    areas. Even though Clement of 
Rome drew much from Hebrews in his late-first-century letter to the Corinthian church, many in 
the Western church pointed away from Paul as the source of the book. Authors such as Luke, 
Barnabas, Apollos, and even Clement have been considered     as possibilities. The unknown au-
thorship of this book should not shake our confidence in its   authority. Hebrews makes im-
portant theological contributions to the biblical Canon, it has been drawn upon as sacred Scrip-
ture since the late first century, and Christians have for two millennia consistently upheld the di-
vine inspiration and, therefore, the canonicity of the book of Hebrews. 
 
The strongly Jewish character of the letter to the Hebrews helps to narrow down its date of 
composition, most likely AD 64–69. Significantly, the book makes no reference to the destruc-
tion of the temple at Jerusalem in AD 70, and the author wrote as if the sacrificial system were 
still in existence (Hebrews 10:1–2, 11). With its myriad references to Hebrew customs and the 
Old Testament, the book was likely sent to a Jewish Christian community, possibly in Rome. 
 
Why is Hebrews so important? 
 
Hebrews clearly lays out the present priestly ministry of Christ in the life of the believer. Jesus is 
both the divine Son of God and completely human, and in His priestly role He clears the way for 
human beings to approach the Father in heaven through prayer (Hebrews 4:14–16). The priest-
hood of Jesus is superior to the Old Testament priesthood of Aaron, because only through Jesus 
do we receive eternal salvation (5:1–9). Furthermore, Jesus became the permanent and perfect 
High Priest, going beyond all other priests by offering Himself as a sinless sacrifice on behalf of 
the sins of human beings (7:24–26; 9:28). 
 
Throughout its pages, Hebrews makes clear that Jesus Christ exceeds all other people, pursuits, 
objects, or hopes to which human beings offer allegiance. Hebrews pictures Jesus as better than 
the angels, as bringing better lives to humanity through salvation, as offering a better hope than 
the Mosaic Law could promise, as a better sacrifice for our sins than a bull or a goat, and as 
providing a better inheritance in heaven for those who place their faith in Him (Hebrews 
1:4; 6:9; 7:19; 9:23; 10:34). Jesus is indeed superior to all others. 
 
This message of the superiority of Jesus would have been particularly important to Jewish   
Christians in Rome, who were struggling under Nero’s persecution and were considering     
moving back toward the Mosaic Law. The writer to the Hebrews showed these Jewish Christian 
believers that, though they were faced with suffering, they were indeed following a better way . 
. . and they should persevere. 
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This month’s Church myth: “All Christians vote the same way” 
 

Unfortunately, this myth is a hard one to deal with.  No matter how much you preach diversity in 

the midst of unity, it is likely that you will have a church that is predominately one way or the other 

when dealing with politics.  In a church where most of the people are Republican, you will get 

pressured to preach against the Democrats.  In a church where most of the people are Democrats, 

you will be pressured to loosen your grip on reality… I’m just kidding!  I have many friends who are 

Democrats and to my surprise, some friends who shocked me when I found out that they voted 

Democrat.  Yes, it is true.  There are some Bible believing, God fearing, conservative Democrats, 

and they just might be attending your church! 

 

For this reason, it is critical that we stay away from bashing one group or another because there 

could be people who disagree with the majority of our church and yet they still worship with us 

every week. 

 

In times like these, I am reminded of the solid advice my former youth minister gave me.  He said 

that the pulpit is for preaching the gospel, not pushing agenda.  He said it in the context of a 

church split that was on the horizon, but it applies to politics too.  It does not matter what the    

political view of the preacher is when he steps into the pulpit.  At that point, he is the mouthpiece 

for God, not the majority leader for politics.  If we can keep this in mind, we will have a much    

better time preaching and changing lives because we won’t be wrapped up in conversations 

based on a political leaning as a result of a sermon that was preached. 

 

Does this mean we should stay away from preaching against political issues?  That is a tough one 

to answer because issues like abortion go much deeper than the political surface.  Abortion is a 

morality issue because it involves a matter of life and death.  We can and should preach the Bible 

at all times and if the Bible is clear about an issue like abortion, we should not be afraid to preach 

boldly and confidently because we have studied.  And there is the key to effective preaching.  We 

must first study and make sure the Bible says what we are trying to say it says. 

 

Overall, this myth is definitely busted when you look at the people in your church.  A simple      

conversation can be enough to show that not all Christians vote the same way so we cannot     

assume that the church supports one side or the other.  Not only is it against the law to endorse 

specific candidates officially, but it is also a bad idea to call people evil based on their voting     

practices.  Preach the Bible, and nothing else.  That will keep you on the right side of God. 



One Liners to Make You Laugh 
 

My doctor said I needed some iron in my system, so he stuck a knife in me. 
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What does my neighbor, who is lost, need to know? 

 

• Man is naturally good, but capable of sin 

 – Man has an inward desire to do right 

 – Sin can corrupt this desire, and cause pain 

 

• God loves man 

 – He wants to save us from sin (Romans 6:23) 

 – He wants to help us live (Matt. 6:25-34) 

 – He wants to forgive our mistakes (Acts 2:38) 

 

• By joining up with God, we get a new life 

 – Sin no longer controls us (Romans 6:1-14) 

 -- We have the power to say “no” to sin 

 -- We have life through Christ 

 -- We have a responsibility to stay away from sin 

 – We have a purpose and a calling 

  (The Great Commission) 

 -- We have gifts and abilities (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

The High Priest’s robe was blue (Exodus 28:31) 

Winners: Phillis Jackson/Michaela Winfrey/Michael Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Bruce Brower, Wil Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

Who lied when he was asked to reveal the source of his great strength? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special      

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 

Tips for effective evangelism 

 

-- Remember who the judge is! 

-- Be motivated by love 

-- Don’t assume they know anything 

– Don’t assume they know nothing 

– Build relationships, not recruits 

– Enjoy witnessing! 
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A Treasure in Jars of Clay 
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 

all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  
2 Corinthians 4:7 

 

 When our son, Brad was in high school he really enjoyed taking courses in ceramics. Even 

though I am his mother, I can say he was very good. In fact, many of his prized vases, jars, and pots 

still adorn our home. Brad loved working in clay. When I looked at that lump of reddish tan clay, I 

was always amazed that Brad was able to make a beautiful vessel out of it. When he added color 

and a glaze, it became a masterpiece. 

 

 In today’s scripture we read that we are “jars of clay.” We have a great treasure in us, and 

this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 

 

 We live in a world that tells us that if we are righteous enough we can become little gods. 

However, our reading says that we (Christians) are jars of clay with this great treasure (Jesus Christ) 

in us. I can go into any nursery in our area and purchase an inexpensive clay pot. They’re not of 

much value. On the other hand my dictionary defines “treasure” as wealth or riches, valuable 

things. Isn’t it amazing we hide our treasures in vaults or safe deposit boxes, but God trusts His 

treasure in a common clay pot? The only value our clay pot has is in the treasure inside.  

 

 I am continually amazed how God can use me, just an ordinary person who is willing to be 

used for Christ’s sake. Basic Christianity is simply stated as Jesus Christ, the treasure, in a clay pot, 

the Christian. If that is true, and I believe it to be true, then I want to share that valuable treasure 

inside of me with others. 

 

 We need to show others that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.         

Philippians 4:13 states, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” Can you trust 

God today to believe that you, a clay pot with a great treasure inside, can do all things because 

Christ Jesus has given you the strength and power to do it? If we, as women, could believe this 

promise, we would change ourselves, our families, our churches, our cities, our country, and the 

world. Trust God today for this belief. 

 

Thoughts for Action: 

Jot down in your journal three very large problems facing you. Beside each one state what needs 

to be done to solve the problem; also write down the date when you want the problem solved. 

 

Pray specifically for the answer to these problems, remembering the treasure, the strength living 

within each of us.  

 

Give God, in prayer or public testimony, the credit for these answers. 

 

Additional Scripture Reading: 

Matthew 10:28, 39 

John 17:20 

 
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes 





Calendar of Events - November 2022 

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer - 9:30am 
Coffee - 9:45am 
S.S. - 10am 
Worship - 11am 

 
Daily Scriptures 
are given for us 
in anticipation 
of the sermon 

Pray for FCC 
reminder to 
pray for our 
church every 

Tuesday 

 
Elders meet as 

needed. For   
questions, see 
Frank or Chris 

Mission of 
the Month: 

 
Faith Home 

  

  1 
Pray for FCC 

 
Deuteronomy 

31:30-32:9 

2 
 
 

Deut 32:10-22 

3 
 
 

Deut 32:23-43 

4 
 
 

Deut 32:44-52 

5 
 
 

Psalm 31 

6 7 
 
 

Psalm 85 

8 
Pray for FCC 

 
Rom 4:1-12 

9 
 
 

Rom 4:13-25 

10 
 
 

Romans 10 

11 
 
 

1 John 1 

12 
 
 

Psalm 32 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

Psalm 16 

15 
Pray for FCC 

 
Psalm 100 

16 
 
 

Luke 17 

17 
(Colossians 1) 

Newsletter    
Submissions 

Due 

18 
 
 

1 Sam 1:4-20 

19 
 
 

1 Sam 2:1-10 

20 
 

Chris 
Crawford 
preaching 

21 
 
 

Phil 2:5-11 

22 
Pray for FCC 

 
Matt 16:5-20 

23 

 
 

John 5:16-30 
 

24 
Thanksgiving 

 
John 5:31-47 

25 
 
 

John 10:22-42 

26 
 
 

Isaiah 9:1-7 

27 
 
 

Advent Begins 

28 
 
 

Hebrews 2 
 

29 
Pray for FCC 

 
Heb 10:1-18 

30 
 
 

Heb 10:19-39 

Weekly 
bulletin will 

have the most 
current 

information 

  
All events 
subject to 
change if 
needed 


