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Welcome to our newslet ter!
“THERE IS MUCH TO DO IN 2022!”
Happy New Year! I hope your 2022 is better than your
2021. Of course, if your 2021 was good, that would
mean 2022 would be even better! For our church, we
had a good year but my prayer is that this year will be
better than last year. And if we work at it, we can
make it happen! God wants us to continue improving
because that is how we can grow. If we make up our
minds to get better every day, we will be
completely different by the end of 2022,
and that would be a good thing! Our theme for this year is “Learn”
and I will be talking about that throughout the year. The main point
is that we should never stop learning because when we stop learning,
we stop living.
I LOVE our Church!
Earl Winfrey
Earl@fccgwd.org
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Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org

PAGE 2

FOOTPRINTS

What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle. I decided to take this concept and use
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord.
For 2022, I am going to offer an appetizer (Prayer topics), entrée (Daily reading plan), and dessert
(Spiritual growth exercise) on this page. Every month, this will be spiritual food that will help you develop
good habits for growing closer to the Lord. The reading plan is the harmony of the Gospels that covers the
Life of Christ. This reading plan is not as intense as some of the others and will give you a great foundation
for learning more about Jesus.

Prayer Topics (Appetizers)
Week 1 - Pray for guidance in the new year
Week 2 - Pray for something in your life that
needs to be improved and ask for a plan to help
you improve that area.
Week 3 - Pray for somebody to help you stay on
track and ask that person to support you as you
work on improving yourself.
Week 4 - Pray for somebody else who is trying
to improve something in their life.
Week 5 - Pray for clarity of mind so you can see
what God wants you to do for Him this year.

Gospel Harmony Reading Plan (Entrée)
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)
1. Luke 1:1-4
2. John 1:1-18
3. Matthew 1:1-17
4. Luke 3:23-38
5. Luke 1:5-25
6. Luke 1:26-38
7. Luke 1:39-56
8. Luke 1:57-80
9. Matthew 1:18-25
10. Luke 2:1-7
11. Luke 2:8-20
12. Luke 2:21-38
13. Matthew 2:1-12
14. Matthew 2:13-18
15. Matthew 2:19-23
16. Luke 2:39-52

17. Matthew 3:1-6
18. Mark 1:1-6
19. Luke 3:1-6
20. Matthew 3:7-12
21. Mark 1:7, 8
22. Luke 3:7-18
23. Matthew 3:13-17
24. Mark 1:9-11
25. Luke 3:21, 22
26. Matthew 4:1-11
27. Mark 1:12, 13
28. Luke 4:1-13
29. John 1:19-28
30. John 1:29-34
31. John 1:35-51

Spiritual Growth Exercise (Dessert)
Find a place where you can walk without many distractions. The Lander walking track is a good
place. The mall is good for rainy days. During those walks, try to focus on talking to God by
praying as you go. If it helps, take some praise music with you so you can shut off the rest of the
world while you walk. The point is for the music to help you focus on talking to God so try to stay
away from songs that cause you to sing along. The goal is for this to be background music so the
conversation with God can be top priority.
After you finish your walk, take a moment to write down any thoughts that come to mind. Was
God trying to tell you something? Did you think about something you need to work on in your
life? Did you think about a friend while you were walking? Perhaps God is telling you to talk to
your friend about something. Journaling your thoughts will help you remember the conversation
and you can stay organized so you can see God moving in your life.
If you can take a walk once per week, that would be great! This walk can help you settle down
and tune your mind to God which can help you have peace during the tough moments in your
life. This is part of that peace that passes understanding that God can provide.
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)
8. The Methods of the Mentor Leader (Part 2)
(7 E’s of Enhancing Potential continued)

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

D. Encourage:
“Correction does much, but encouragement does more.”
- Goethe
1. Encouraging words smooth over rough spots
a) Take time to develop positive words
b) Be proactive with the encouragement
2. You are better off overusing encouragement
a) Chick-fil-a is a positive place to work
b) Develop a culture of encouragement
c) Be careful with “Next man up” mentality

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

1.) Keep looking for the next person to jump in
2.) Keep encouraging the one who is already there
E. Empower: “As we look ahead… leaders will be those who empower others.” - Bill Gates
1. Preparation followed by appropriate freedom
a) Convey trust in those you lead
b) Don’t hand them the keys and walk away
2. Passing the baton means that you have to let go
F. Energize: “Without inspiration, the best powers of the mind are dormant. There is a tinder in
us which needs to be quickened with sparks.” - Johann Gottfried Von Herder
1. Great leaders energize and inspire those they lead
a) Energize, inspire, and motivate your people
b) One spark can create energy that will move people
2. Look for opportunities to show trust in your people
a) Let them share in the responsibilities
b) Let them share in the victories
G. Elevate: “Teamwork: Simply stated, it is less me and more we.” -unknown
1. Who will be the “Next man up” to replace you?
2. Work towards handing off the baton before it is time
a) Day one is a good time to start mentoring
b) Show the people you are not above the group
c) Show the people that you expect them to continue
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WHY IS IT HARD FOR CHURCHES TO GROW?
When I drove to Atlanta a few weeks ago to pick up my brother’s car
for our vacation, I knew that traffic was going to happen. Anytime
you go to Atlanta, you should not be surprised to see traffic. Why
does this happen? The short answer is that anytime you have a lot
of people on the road, you will most likely end up with traffic. This is
why we should never be in a hurry when driving through Atlanta.
I decided to take a picture while I was stopped on the ramp that
goes from Highway 316 to I-85 to show the traffic that was on the
horizon. I knew that this was going to take a while so I had to make
a plan to keep myself from going crazy. My plan was similar to the
plan I used when I was a courier for a couple of years while living in
Atlanta. I will talk about that plan a little later.
When thinking about the churches in Greenwood SC, it is kind of like the traffic in the picture.
We have so many churches, it becomes hard to move around without running into somebody
else who is part of a church. This makes it hard to find people who need a church home. Most
of the people I talk to already have a church they are attending, so it would not make sense for
them to want to visit ours. Of course, it never hurts to ask but more often than not, they are not
looking for a church when they are faithfully attending one. And here is the assumption. We
assume that if a person is already part of a church, they are not interested in visiting another
church. This is assuming a lot because there are many people who may be thinking about
changing churches if somebody would take the time to invite them. That is why we should go
ahead and invite them to our church. The worst that could happen is that they say no and if
they do, that’s ok because we cannot force people to leave their church to attend ours.
How can we grow a church when there are so many churches already here? The answer lies in
the plan I use when driving in traffic. When I drive in traffic, I usually pick a lane and stick with it
until it is time for me to exit. That helps me relax because I don’t have to worry about changing
lanes to make sure I don’t miss my exit. I just drive in the lane I need and take my time while
driving. Unfortunately, others do not have this same plan because they get worked up and try
to change lanes as often as they can because they want to beat the other cars to the front of the
pack. When they do this, the result is usually a slower, longer, more painful experience. That is
why it is best to stop trying to beat everybody else. Just pick a lane and stay in it. Life will work
out much better if you do that.
When trying to get people to visit our church, we need to stop worrying about the other
churches and just work on who we are and what we do. In other words, we need to pick our
lane and stay in our lane. What makes our church special? Why do we choose our church over
the others? If we know why we go to our church, we can tell others so they can decide if they
want to visit us. Who knows? There could be others looking for a church that is like ours and all
it would take is a conversation to get them to visit.
As we continue to travel down the road with all of the other churches in the area, we need to
have patience and just keep moving the way we are created to move. Let’s figure out what
makes our church special and lead with that. Let other churches worry about themselves and
let God help us become the church He created us to be.
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“It is Well With My Soul” written by Horatio G. Spafford
Horatio Spafford was one person than knew of life’s unexpected twists and turns. He was very
familiar with the tragedy that can come at a moment’s notice. Spafford was a very successful
lawyer and real estate agent. In 1891, there was a devastating fire in Chicago and he lost a great
deal. While trying to overcome that loss, his four year old son lost his battle with Scarlett Fever. Him
and his wife decided that a vacation is just what the family needed. He packed up his wife and four
daughters and put them on a ship bound for England. He would be meeting them after finishing
up some matters at home. While sailing in the Atlantic, the ship sank. Over 200 people perished in
the wreckage, including Horatio’s four daughters. His wife made it safely to England and sent a
telegram that began, “Saved alone. What shall I do?” Upon receiving the telegram, Horatio
immediately sailed for England. The captain of the ship knew of the tragedy that Spafford was
suffering so when they came close to the site of the crash, he let Horatio know where they were.
While sailing over the spot where he lost his four children, and after losing his son, plus many
assets in a fire, God was there to comfort him. God gave him these words that have become so
near and dear to many people.
“When peace like a river attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows rollWhatever my lot thou hast taught me to say It is well, it is well with my soul.”
Bible Verses in “You Never Let Go” written by Matt Redman
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:a)
Your perfect love is casting out fear (1 John 4:18)
And even when I’m caught in the middle of the storms of this life (Mark 4:35-41)
I won’t turn back, I know You are near (John 6:66-69, Psalm 145:18)
and I will fear no evil (Psalm 23:4b)
For my God is with me (Psalm 23:6)
And if my God is with me whom then shall I fear (Psalm 46, Psalm 27:1)
Oh no, You never let go through the calm and through the storm (Hebrews 13:5-6, Deut 31:6,
Joshua 1:1-9) Oh no, You never let go in every high and every low (John 10 27-28, Ecc 7:14) Oh
no, You never let go Lord, You never let go of me (Psalm 55:22, Matthew 28:20)
I can see a light (John 8:12) that is coming for the heart that holds on (Psalm 27:14)
A glorious light beyond all compare (Matthew 17:1-5, 1 Timothy 6:16)
And there will be an end to these troubles (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)
But until that day comes we’ll live to know You here on the earth (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2, 1 Peter
1:13, Philippians 3:10-11)
If the song has one overarching Scripture reference, I’d say its Romans 8:28-39, especially verses 38
and 39.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.
https://myktis.com/2012/03/verses-behind-you-never-let-go-by-matt-redman/
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Epistles: Galatians
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
Galatians has always been among those Pauline epistles least
challenged on the issue of authorship. Paul wrote to the churches in southern Galatia after having a hand in starting them on his first missionary journey to Asia
Minor. Paul’s close relationship to these churches helps to explain the extremely strong tone he
took with them from the very beginning of the letter. Galatians exhibits Paul at his angriest, as
he risked the good favor of the converts in those churches to make sure they were on the path
of truth and not led off into deception. In fact, to emphasize the seriousness of his purpose, he
took the pen from his scribe and wrote the end of the letter himself in large letters (Galatians
6:11). Upon arriving back in Antioch from his first missionary journey after eighteen months on
the road, Paul received a report that the churches he had started in Galatia had fallen into hard
times—specifically, they had fallen into error. A group of Judaizers—those who sought to make
living under the Mosaic Law a requirement of the Christian faith—had gained an influence in the
Galatian churches. Paul wrote the book a few months before his attendance at the Jerusalem
Council in AD 49, a meeting where the apostles would take up this very topic (Acts 15:1–30).
Why is Galatians so important?
In advance of the Jerusalem Council, Paul’s letter speaks wisdom and clarity into the first real
controversy that plagued the church in its early years—the relationship between Christian Jews
and Christian Gentiles. Paul’s aggressive tone shows just how important it was to him that the
people embrace unity in Christ, no matter their racial distinctions. For him, this was no minor
issue, as he went so far as to call the Galatians deserters of Christ, people turning from the truth
toward a gospel contrary to the one they had received from Paul (Galatians 1:6–9).
When the Galatians fell away so quickly from the gospel of grace Paul had preached to them,
they also made clear their disloyalty to Paul’s authority as an apostle. Therefore, Paul began the
letter to the Galatians by spending two chapters defending that very issue. Only in chapter 3 did
he begin to get to the heart of their error; namely, that these Galatians sought to be justified by
the Mosaic Law. In contrast, Paul presented his argument that justification comes to people by
faith in Jesus Christ, not by their works under the Law. Part of the problem that confronted the
Galatians came in one of the arguments made by the Judaizers. These false teachers suggested
that to live by grace and in freedom meant to live a lawless and therefore degenerate life. And
so in the final chapters of the letter, Paul made clear that justification—an act of grace through
faith—need not result in a sinful lifestyle. Because Christians have been freed from bondage to
the sinful nature, we now have the path of holiness open to us.
Unfortunately, the false teaching brought to the Galatian churches by the Judaizers has been
extremely difficult to root out even today. We must walk a fine line—on one hand, we do not
want to fall into the legalism that the Galatians struggled with, but on the other, we cannot just
live as if anything goes. The Christian’s commitment to Christ is based on the free gift of grace
through faith, but as Paul articulated at the end of Galatians, it also results in a life of walking by
the Spirit. Is the fruit of the Spirit evident in your life, or do you find yourself living according to
the flesh or “the compulsions of selfishness” (Galatians 5:16–26 MESSAGE)? Too often we lose
ourselves at the extremes, ending in a legalistic attempt to earn our salvation or a devil-may-care
attitude about our sin. Use Paul’s words in Galatians as an encouragement to pursue a life of holiness, not in your own strength but in the knowledge of God’s empowering grace in your life.
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This month’s Church myth: “Making church optional encourages independent faith”
(To address this myth, I am sharing part of an article I wrote for my blog in 2015)
“We want our children to choose for themselves whether or not to go to church.”
As we continue the theme of quotes that are often used, the above quote comes in various forms.
The main idea behind this quote is that parents want their kids to develop their own faith in God,
but the dangerous side effect is that kids could end up turning away from God before getting to
know Him first.
I seriously doubt that a Christian family would support the idea of a child rejecting God, but this
could be the result of making church optional.
I realize that this may be considered an extreme position since the popular way of thinking is that
our children benefit from having the freedom to choose what is best for their lives. But I would
not be writing this article if I did not believe that this is something we need to think about. While a
child’s freedom to choose is certainly a worthy goal to work towards, there are some decisions
that belong to parents. For example, a child should not have the freedom to choose whether or
not to go to school because most of the time, if given the option, they will not choose school.
Their minds need to develop before they can understand that an education is good for them.
Another example would involve choosing who to marry. It is a fun game to play marriage and
while I was growing up, I had plenty of “wives” around me, but I have a hard time believing that
my parents would have allowed me to walk down the aisle with the wife of my choosing when I
was still in elementary school. Of course, if I had the freedom to choose whether or not to go to
school, I would not have been in elementary school!
Some decisions are not meant for children because they are not old enough to handle them.
Going to church should fall into this category too. When parents make church optional for their
children, they are sending out a message that God is not as important as He should be in their
lives. And when God is not a priority, the family suffers. The problem is that the church has been
separated from God as if you can be part of one without the other. However, the church is the
bride of Christ, and because God uses the marriage analogy, the 2 have become 1. What God has
joined together, let no man tear apart!
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BEING A GOOD MEMBER OF FCC GREENWOOD SC
Our church has been around for more than 50 years, but it did not happen by accident. One of
the reasons why our church has survived is because of the members who show up every week
and support the church spiritually, physically, emotionally, mentally and financially. Here are
some ways we can all support our church and help it become stronger for the future:
Spiritually: I think this one is probably the easiest because it involves praying for our church.
Physically: Nothing discourages the leaders more than empty pews. If you are able to be at the
church physically, please show up. It is encouraging when the people show up because it lets
us know that we have a core group who wants to be there. We understand that there are times
when you have to miss church but please try your best to make showing up top priority.
Emotionally: Sometimes, the church can hurt you. When that happens, it is hard to support the
church emotionally. It becomes easier to check out and disconnect emotionally when hurt is
involved so please let somebody know if there is something that needs to be discussed. Being
emotionally invested in our church means that you are passionate about what we are doing.
Mentally: How often do you talk about our church during the week? We need people who can
keep us in the conversation. The more we talk about our church, the more people will know us.
Financially: Another one that does not need explanation. If you can, we appreciate the support!

“Pray for FCC”
For 2022, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

One Liners to Make You Laugh
Growing old isn’t so bad when you consider the alternative!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
At the time of Jesus’ birth, King Herod lived in Jerusalem (Matt 2:3)
Winners: Michael Winfrey/Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Phillis Jackson, Frank Jackson, Steve Skinner
This month’s question:
Who was Paul with when he wrote the letter to Philemon?
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Spread the Fragrance
“But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.” 2 Corinthians 2:14
The dictionary defines “fragrance” as a pleasant odor. The opposite of that would be the smell of
a baby’s dirty diaper! Yet how sweet the smell of a clean, freshly lotioned and powdered baby
after his bath. Baby and mother are happy as the sweet smell permeates the nursery. One baby,
two different smells. One you want to hand over to Mom as quickly as you can and the other you
want to reach out and pick up from Mom’s arms.
Today’s scripture reading says that as we grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ we become a
sweet odor to others. We become a fragrance others want to enjoy and hang around with.
In Riverside, California, where we live, the orange blossoms in the spring from our orange trees
become so potent that the aroma permeates the entire area. The evenings are beautiful with the
smell. We keep the bedroom French doors open just to enjoy the fragrance. After a while the
blossoms die away and tiny green oranges appear. They slowly grow, and in the late fall those
green oranges turn to orange. In December we begin to pick, eat, juice, and give away. But it
isn’t until late-January, mid-February, that the sugar content is at its height. That’s when the fresh
orange juice is oh-so-sweet and wonderful. But we never forget the fragrance of the first blooms.
Does the fragrance die? Not at all. The smell of that sweet juice is just as wonderful as the
blossoms.
What is your fragrance? Are you one who others don’t want to be around? Or are others
wanting to smell the freshness of your sweet spirit because you are a blossom so strong with the
fragrance of the spirit of Christ? It takes the knowledge of God’s Word to develop that fragrance,
learning about God’s holy book and the principles taught chapter by chapter.
Where do we begin? We begin with the tiny bloom of time in God’s Word, the Bible. A little now,
a little later, step-by-step as the months go by we begin to mature just like the orange. We
become so full of God’s juices that others want to pick us up and squeeze His fragrance from us.
The sweetness gets even sweeter as we share His Word with others, pouring out what we’ve
filled our juice pitcher with. As His fragrance enters others’ lives, they then begin the same
process, a small blossom growing to full maturity. As the process continues from person to
person, our orange tree will be full of blossoms, creating a fragrance that can eventually
permeated the whole city and eventually the world..
Thoughts for Action:
• Start today to read God’s Holy Bible one chapter per day.
• Share with someone the sweet smell you learned.
• Pray for God to lead you in triumphal procession to reach the fullness of the sweet fragrance.
Additional Scripture Reading:
Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 1:9-14

Calendar of Events - January 2022
Sun

Mon

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

2

3
Psalm 19

9

10
Rom 8:1-11

16

17
Chris
Crawford
Preaching

23

2 Cor 5:11-21
24
Rom 12:1-8

30
31
Youth Sunday
Singspiration
(6:00pm)

Luke 6:37-49

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Pray for FCC
reminder to
pray for our
church every
Tuesday
4
5
Pray for FCC
Ps 119:9-16
11
Pray for FCC
Rom 8:12-17

Weekly
1
bulletin will
Mission of
the Month: have the most
current
Crossroads
Genesis 1
Preg. Center information
6
7
8
Elders meet
(10:00am)
Ps 119:105-112
2 Pet 1:16-21 2 Tim 3:10-17
Rom 15:1-7
12
13
14
15
Rom 8:18-30

18
19
Pray for FCC
Gal 3:15-29

Col 2:6-15

25
26
Pray for FCC
Rom 12:9-21

1 Cor 12:1-11
Elders meet as
needed. For
questions, see
Frank or Chris

Rom 8:31-39

20
Col 3:1-17
27

Rev 21:1-8
21
Mk 16:14-20
28

Genesis 3
22
John 3:1-21
29

(1 Cor 12:12-31)

Newsletter
Submissions
Due

1 John 3:11-24

Eph 4:1-16

All events
subject to
change if
needed

474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org

