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Welcome to our newslet ter!
6 YEARS AND WE ARE STILL HERE
June 28, 2015. That was the day I began and the day we said goodbye to Dan Hodge as he was
leaving the position as Minister so I could take his place. We had just moved from a good ministry
in Mountain City GA, and there really wasn’t much to go on when we began. I knew the road was
going to be tough because we only had a handful of faithful members with a budget that was
basically a hot mess.
As time passed, we worked on our internal issues and began where we were as far as improving
the church is concerned. We had no idea if this was going to work or not. All we knew was that
God laid it on my heart to try to help and the church was not ready to close the doors yet. 6 years
later, we are still here and although our church has been on a roller coaster of wins and losses, we
are in a good place with momentum building. God has been good to us and we
are getting better every week! I can’t wait to see how God is going to lead us into
the future!

I
JESUS
L
I LOVE our Church!
O
Earl Winfrey
R
Earl@fccgwd.org
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Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

THE BIBLE BUFFET
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Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle. I decided to take this concept and use
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. Here are several options for you to
choose so you can pick one and stick with it for the year or change it up and use different ones as you go.
You could go hardcore and try all of them at once but be careful and don’t get a tummy ache if you do!
Have fun and let me know if you would like to see anything else offered here.

Chronological
(Traditional reading plan for the year)
154. Proverbs 1-3
155. Proverbs 4-6
156. Proverbs 7-9
157. Proverbs 10-12
158. Proverbs 13-15
159. Proverbs 16-18
160. Proverbs 19-21
161. Proverbs 22-24
162. 1 Kings 5-6;
2 Chronicles 2-3
163. 1 Kings 7; 2 Chron 4
164. 1 Kings 8; 2 Chron 5
165. 2 Chronicles 6-7;
Psalm 136
166. Psalms 134, 146-150
167. 1 Kings 9; 2 Chron 8

Gospel Harmony
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)

168. Proverbs 25-26
169. Proverbs 27-29
170. Ecclesiastes 1-6
171. Ecclesiastes 7-12
172. 1 Kings 10-11;
2 Chronicles 9
173. Proverbs 30-31
174. 1 Kings 12-14
175. 2 Chronicles 10-12
176. 1 Kings 15;
2 Chronicles 13-16

152. Matt 17:22, 23
153. Mark 9:30-32
154. Luke 9:43-45
155.Matt 17:24-27
156. Matthew 18:1-5
157. Mark 9:33-37
158. Luke 9:46-48
159. Mark 9:38-41
160. Luke 9:49, 50
161. Matt 18:6-14
162. Mark 9:42-50
163. Matt 18:15-35
164. John 7:2-9
165. Luke 9:51-56
166. John 7:10-52
167. John 7:53–8:11

177. 1 Kings 16; 2 Chron 17

178. 1 Kings 17-19
179. 1 Kings 20-21
180. 1 Kings 22;
2 Chronicles 18

168. John 8:12-59
169. John 9:1-41
170. John 10:1-21
171. Luke 10:1-24
172. Luke 10:25-37
173. Luke 10:38-42
174. Luke 11:1-13
175. Luke 11:14-36
176. Luke 11:37-54
177. Luke 12:1-12
178. Luke 12:13-21
179. Luke 12:22-34
180. Luke 12:35-59
181. Luke 13:1-9
182. Luke 13:10-21
183. John 10:22-39

Genres reading plan listed by the week
W

Gospels

Law

History

21

Luke 5-6

Ex 29-32

22

Luke 7-8

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Epistles

2 Sam 20-24 Psalms 60-62 Job 41-42

Jer 42-46

2 Cor 11-13

Ex 33-36

1 Kings 1-4

Psalms 63-65 Proverbs 1

Jer 47-52

Gal 1-3

23 Luke 9-10

Ex 37-40

1 Kings 5-9

Psalms 66-68

Lamentations

Gal 4-6

24 Luke 11-12

Lev 1-3

Ezekiel 1-6

Eph 1-3

Prov 2-3

1 Kings 10-13 Psalms 69-71 Proverbs 4

The Bible in 180 days reading plan
(For those who are up to the challenge. 6 days each week, taking Sunday off)
W

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

21

Lam 3 - Ez 5

Ezekiel 6-12

Ezekiel 13-17

Ezekiel 18-21

22

Ezekiel 33-37

Ezekiel 38-41

Ezekiel 42-47

Ez 48 - Dan 3

23

Hosea 1-14

Joel 1 - Amos 4

Amos 5 Jonah 4

Micah 1 Nahum 3

Matthew 1-8

Matthew 9-13

Matt 14-18

24 Zech 10 - Mal 3

Friday

Saturday

Ezekiel 22-26 Ezekiel 27-32
Daniel 4-7

Daniel 8-12

Habakkuk 1 Zechariah 1-9
Haggai 2
Matt 19-23

Matt 24-28
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

4. The Marks of the Mentor Leader (Part 2 of 2)
(Characteristics that matter)
D. Relational Qualities: “Personal relationships are the
fertile soil from which all advancement, all success, all
achievement in real life grows.” - Ben Stein
1. Mentor Leaders are accountable
a) Show that you answer to an authority figure
b) Sets an example for them to follow you
c) Don’t shift blame to others when it is yours

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

2. Mentor Leaders are available and approachable
a) Come down from the ivory tower to engage
b) Maintain an “Open door” policy
1.) Does not have to be all the time
2.) Communicate clearly when you are available
3.) Teach priorities with your schedule

3. Mentor Leaders exhibit loyalty to those they lead (Ruth)
a) Loyalty takes trust and integrity to another level
b) They need to know that you have their back
4. Mentor Leaders shepherd and protect their followers
a) Follow Jesus’ example in John 10 (Great Shepherd)
b) Don’t leave your flock during times of trial
E. Character: The fundamental mark of effective leadership
F. Action Steps:
1. Evaluate your trustworthy traits, leadership attributes, and relational qualities to see if
there is any room for improvement.

2. Are you accountable? Make it known who you answer to.
3. Do you accept responsibility or shift blame to others?
4. Do you make sure the appropriate people receive credit?
5. Do you live with integrity? Would people agree with you?
6. Are you the same person in public as you are in private?
7. Can others trust you when they are not around you?
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Growing Pains for the Movement”
(Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Church of Christ (Acappella) Part 3
1906 Census and 2006 NACC:
1. Federal Census of Religious bodies (1906) gave opportunity for an official “Split”
2. Instrumental Church of Christ were not considered part of the group that separated
3. 100th Anniversary of the split, NACC reached out to the acappella churches (2006)
A. Combined worship service with instruments and acappella songs
B. Church of Christ Acappella main speakers and workshop leaders mixed in
1. Jerry Taylor has been a behind the scenes part of the NACC since 2006
2. Rick Atchley wrote a book with Bob Russell “Together Again”
3. Jeff Walling (Providence Road Church of Christ in Charlotte NC)
a. Led workshops at NACC occasionally since 2006
b. Main speaker at 2011 NACC final main session
C. Victor Knowles (Peace on Earth Ministries) was a co-presenter for a workshop
1. “What Christian Churches wish Churches of Christ knew about Christian Churches”
2. Acappella Minister presented other side of the lecture
3. Victor Knowles pointed out many joint efforts since the 1930’s between branches
4. Website lectures: http://www.poeministries.org
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WHATEVER WEDNESDAYS ARE HERE!!!
During the summer, we are taking a break from our midweek
Bible study so we can have a variety of activities that we can
invite our friends to. These are opportunities for us to get to
know each other outside the classroom and it can be fun with
others who are not normally with us. And yes, we can invite
friends who are already at another church. Many churches hit
the pause button during the summer so your friend just might have Wednesday night free!
Here is what we have planned: (June 2 - 6pm) Blue Ocean Seafood; (June 9 - 6:00pm) Games at
church (Bring snacks); (June 16 - 6pm) Chick-Fil-A; (June 23 - 6pm) Fatz; (July 7 - 4pm) Pool party
at Phyllis’ house; (July 14 - 6pm) Cookout at church; (July 21 - 6pm) Movie night w/ pizza; and
(July 28 - 4pm) Another pool party at Phyllis’ house.

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
When the Israelites finally made it to the Promised Land, they
wanted a King. God was their King but that was not good enough.
They wanted to be like the other nations so God gave them what
they wanted. After Saul didn't work out, God hit the reset button by
giving them what they needed instead. God chose David to be their
King because he was a man after God's own heart.
David received a promise that his throne would last forever, but he
made a near fatal mistake that almost cost him everything.
Being a man after God's own heart, it is natural for David to be filled
with passion. This passion was what drove him to be a mighty
warrior who went after what he wanted and did not stop until he got it.
Unfortunately, that same passion that drove David to greatness became the uncontrollable lust
driving him into a place of terrible toxic thinking that tore his family apart.
There are moments when our greatest strength can become our biggest weakness. A great
visionary could struggle with the daily steps needed to reach the goals that were created. A loving
heart could set up a person for becoming a door mat. A confident leader could be sidelined by a
stubborn spirit. What can we do with those moments? There is not much we can do except for
hitting the reset button.
When David was confronted about his sin with Bathsheba, he poured his heart out to God and
asked for a chance to start over. Psalm 51 was written as a lament for his sin and a request for a
clean heart. God heard the prayer and granted David forgiveness when He restored the throne
and kept David's family as the authority for the nation.
If we hit the rest button and pour our hearts out to God, He will restore us and help us overcome
our moments of weakness.
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The Gospels: Luke
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
While Luke’s name never appears in this gospel, ancient Christian
tradition unanimously ascribes the book to him. One ancient
prologue written to introduce the gospel describes Luke as a Syrian from Antioch. With this
piece of information, we can deduce that Luke was probably not Jewish. Paul also listed him
with other Gentiles in his greetings to the Colossians (4:14). The ancient prologue goes on to
state that Luke eventually settled in the Greek city of Thebes, where he died at age 84. Luke’s
own introduction to his gospel indicates that Luke composed the letter with the purpose of
providing a careful rendering of the events of Christ’s life in chronological order. As a physician,
Luke would have been trained as a careful observer, a quality that would have been invaluable
in this project. The result was the first part of a two-volume work written to Theophilus. We
know the subsequent volume as Acts.
Much of the dating of the book of Luke depends on the dating of Acts. Luke’s second volume
cuts off with Paul imprisoned in Rome, before Paul’s death (AD 68) and even before the persecution of Christians broke out under Nero (AD 64). It stands to reason that the book of Luke was
completed before Acts. But when?
Acts 21:17 says that Luke accompanied Paul on the apostle’s final visit to Jerusalem, a visit that
occurred in AD 57–58. Eventually, the Jews had Paul arrested in the temple, a two-year ordeal
which ended with Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea. Luke likely used this time apart from Paul to
begin gathering information for writing the gospel from primary sources—those people who
had witnessed the ministry, death, and resurrection appearances of Jesus. If Luke took to writing
his gospel soon after the information was gathered, then it would have been completed around
AD 60, after Paul had been transferred to a Roman prison.
Why is Luke so important?
Luke’s interest in people is undeniable. Much of the material unique to Luke’s gospel involves
Jesus’s interactions with individuals, many of them on the fringes of “acceptable” society—
sinners, women, and children among them. Like Matthew and Mark, Luke recorded the incident
of a woman coming to pour perfume on Jesus’s feet. But Luke was the only gospel writer to
point out the fact known to all present that she was an immoral woman (Luke 7:37). In a similar
way, we find in Luke alone the conversation between the robbers crucified alongside Jesus, one
of them defending Jesus and receiving the promise of paradise. Luke’s portrayal of Jesus reveals
in our Lord a man come to minister and show compassion to all people, no matter their station
in life. Just as Matthew portrays Jesus as the King, and as Mark reveals Him as the Servant, so
Luke offers a unique perspective of Jesus as the Son of Man. This phrase, “Son of Man,” was
Jesus’s favorite way to refer to Himself.
Most famous among the people unique to Luke’s gospel is the tax collector Zaccheus, a short
man who had to climb a tree to see over the crowds as Jesus approached his town. Jesus ended
up sharing a meal with Zaccheus at his house, much to the chagrin of the local religious leaders.
When Zaccheus expressed his regret over his former way of life and vowed to make restitution,
Jesus responded with what became the theme of Luke’s gospel: “For the Son of Man has come
to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
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This month’s Church myth: “We don't go to church, we are the church”
This myth is popular among churches where the leaders are trying to move away from the old,
traditional way of meeting together. This is also popular with those who are trying to come up
with an excuse for why they don’t belong to a local church or they sleep in on Sundays. After all,
it sounds good, doesn’t it? The Lord cares more about our ministering to others than He does
about the building where the church meets. Is that true? I’m not so sure about that.
“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?”
(Haggai 1:4 ESV)
In the above verse, the people returned from captivity and started to rebuild Jerusalem. While
they were working on the Temple, something happened, and they stopped. Call it selfishness,
fear of the enemies, or losing interest, the people decided to work on their own houses instead of
working on the temple. After all, the temple is just a building, right? The panels indicate that their
houses are finished, and they are living life with no desire to go back to rebuilding God’s house.
This is what makes God angry, so I guess He does care about the place where they meet. Of
course, this is in the Old Testament, so it shouldn’t apply to our discussion today.
“45And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46saying to them, ‘It is
written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.’”
(Luke 19:45-46 ESV)
Remember that scene? Seems like Jesus cares about what goes on inside the temple. Of course,
He did not talk about the building itself, but the activity inside the building mattered, and that
shows me that the place where the church meets is sacred. Check this one out:

“43And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them
to continue in the grace of God. 44The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered
to hear the word of the Lord.“ (Acts 13:43-44 ESV)
They met in the synagogue each Sabbath to hear the word of the Lord being preached. This
shows me that regular gatherings were important for the church. What does this mean?
Continued on page 9...
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SUPER SPECTACULAR SCRIPTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Every month, there are a few items with points
Leaderboard:
assigned and we will keep track of the progress as
1. Michaela (41 points)
we go. This will be going for the whole year so
there is plenty of time to catch up if you fall behind. 2. Wil (40 points)
3. ???? (Will it be you?)
(Helpful Hint) Although I will be asking for a few
items each month, there is no expiration date so
feel free to look through past issues of the newsletter to get the items you
have missed. This game is from January 2021 until November 2021 so the
winner will be announced in the December newsletter.
I hope you are able to join in the fun!
Here are this month’s items:
1. A reference to any type of freedom (1 point per reference up to 5 total points)
2. A parable explained by Jesus after He told it (5 points)
(Please provide the scripture reference when you give Earl the answers.)
...Continued from page 8
God cares about how the building where we meet is treated. Jesus cares about what we do
in the building where we meet. The Church in Acts 13 met on a regular basis in the Synagogue.
What do all 3 have in common? The place where the Christians meet is important, so we should
not dismiss it. Should we call the building the church? Should you call the place where you live a
home? If home is where the heart is, why do you call the building a home? My point is that the
church is both the place where we meet and the people who meet there, so why are splitting
hairs? Let’s just work at being the best church we should be for the Lord! (Myth: “Plausible”)

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That when your newly born grandchild holds your little
finger in his little fist, you're hooked for life.
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
In Psalm 136, the phrase “his steadfast love endures forever” shows up in every verse
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Michael Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: ???
This month’s question:
Who did Jesus raise from the dead by a prayer of thanks to God?
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Your True Motivation

“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred
times as much and will inherit eternal life.” Matthew 19:29
Throughout my life I have asked myself over and over, why do I serve? What is my motivation for speaking, writing, giving financially
to the church, being a mother, giving freely to my husband and to my extended family?
In today’s passage Peter asks Jesus, “What then will there be for us?” Have you ever caught yourself asking this very basic question?
I know I have. When Bob was in business, he would share with me the reaction from different employees when he would tell them
about a promotion they were going to receive. Most would ask:

•

How much more money will I make?

•

Any increase in health insurance, vacations, bonuses, retirement, etc?

In the verse you read, Jesus answers Peter’s very basic question, giving us three important principles for our daily living:

•

Whatever we give up we will receive a hundred times as much.

•

We will inherit eternal life.

•

Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

Many times in our religious life we think God will punish us if we don’t serve Him rather than being truly motivated by a pure desire to
serve Him.
My daily prayer is for God to reveal to me what my true motivation is in serving Him. In Psalm 139:1 David states, “O Lord, you have
searched me and you know me.” I truly yearn to know me as God knows me.
Can I accept from God the promises He has given me in today’s beautiful reading? Do I honestly accept by faith what God has so
graciously given to us, a hundredfold return for all we have given up and eternal life because of our acceptance of Jesus?
As I look around to see what God has so graciously given to me, I am amazed and blesses at His generosity. As the old church hymn
says, “Count your blessings, name them one by one.” Name a few:

•

I know Jesus face-to-face

•

Salvation

•

Family

•

A wonderful home

•

A wonderful ministry

•

Good health

•

A Bible-teaching church

The third principle, that the last shall be first, I found puzzling. But I was looking at it through man’s eyes, rather than taking
time to see what God was trying to teach me. We all want to be fair in our dealings with other people and in their dealings with us,
yet this passage seemed unfair. Why would the farmer pay the late worker the same amount as the early worker who had been in the
fields all day?
In Matthew 20:14 the owner of the farm says, “I want to give the mane who has hired last the same as I gave you,” to me this
represents God’s amazing grace and generosity that knows no bounds. What we as man might feel is right is irrelevant, God chooses to
do what He chooses to do.
Are we willing to serve God? Our reward is eternal life, even if we come to the field at three o’clock in the afternoon and others have
been there since early morning.
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes

“Pray for FCC”
For 2021, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

4

11
Chris
Crawford
Preaching
18

25
Fellowship
Meal

Pray for FCC
reminder to
pray for our
church every
Tuesday

Whatever
Wednesdays
for the
summer

Weekly
bulletin will
have the most
current
information
5
6
7
Pray for FCC Pool party at
Phyllis’ House
1 Kings 1
1 Kings 2
(4pm)
1 Kings 3
12
13
14
Pray for FCC Cookout at the
Church (6pm)
1 Kgs 14:21-31 1 Kings 15:1-8
1 Kgs 15:9-24
19
20
21
Pray for FCC Movie Night
with pizza at
1 John 2:1-17 1 Pet 4:12-19 Church (6pm)
2 Timothy 1
26
27
28
Pray for FCC Pool party at
Phyllis’ House
Psalm 28
Psalm 137
(4pm)
Psalm 138

Elders meet as
All events
needed. For
subject to
questions, see
change if
Frank or
Camp Edisto
needed
Marvin
1
2
3
Mission of
the Month:

1 Sam 17:1-18 1 Sam 17:19-40 1 Sam 17:41-58

8

9

10

1 Kings 4
15

1 Kings 5
16

2 Chron 14
22

17

2 Chron 15
23

Daniel 1
29
(Matt 6:1-6)
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1 Kings 6

2 Chron 16
24

Daniel 2
30

Heb 11:29-40

Daniel 3
31

Daniel 6

