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Welcome to our newslet ter!
IT IS GOOD TO BE A MAN!
In a world where the traditional man is frowned upon, we need the church to help us embrace
manhood as God created it. Even though our society is trying to tell us that we should be
ashamed of our gender, God has told us to be true to who we are and fulfill our purpose that was
given to us, being the head of the household and spiritual leaders of our families. As the head of
the household, we should be brave enough to make the decisions that are in the best interest of
our family and be willing to experience the heat from those who disagree.
As the spiritual leaders, we should be showing our families what a Godly man looks like. Our
wives need to know that they married a Godly man. Our sons need to know how to become
Godly men, and our daughters need to know what to look for when it is time for
them to find a Godly man. Let’s take the time to reflect on our lives and make
sure we are doing what we can to be the real men of God our families need
us to be.
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

THE BIBLE BUFFET
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Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle. I decided to take this concept and use
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. Here are several options for you to
choose so you can pick one and stick with it for the year or change it up and use different ones as you go.
You could go hardcore and try all of them at once but be careful and don’t get a tummy ache if you do!
Have fun and let me know if you would like to see anything else offered here.

Chronological
(Traditional reading plan for the year)
121. 2 Sam 5; 1 Chron 11-12
122. Psalm 133
123. Psalms 106-107
124. 1 Chronicles 13-16
125. Ps 1-2, 15, 22-24, 47, 68
126. Psalms 89, 96, 100-101,
105, 132
127. 2 Sam 6-7; 1 Chron 17
128. Psalms 25, 29, 33, 36, 39
129. 2 Sam 8-9; 1 Chron 18
130. Psalms 50, 53, 60, 75
131. 2 Sam 10; 1 Chron 19;
Psalm 20
132. Psalms 65-67, 69-70
133. 2 Sam 11-12; 1 Chron 20
134. Psalms 32, 51, 86, 122
135. 2 Samuel 13-15
136. Psalms 3-4, 12-13, 28, 55
137. 2 Samuel 16-18

Gospel Harmony
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)
121. Mark 6:45-52
122. John 6:15-21
123. Matt 14:34-36
124. Mark 6:53-56
125. John 6:22-71
126. Matt 15:1-20
127. Mark 7:1-23
128. John 7:1
129. Matt 15:21-28
130. Mark 7:24-30
131. Matt 15:29-38
132. Mark 7:31–8:9
133. Matthew 15:39
– 16:4
134. Mark 8:10-12
135. Matt 16:5-12

138. Ps 26, 40, 58, 61-62, 64
139. 2 Samuel 19-21
140. Psalms 5, 38, 41-42
141. 2 Samuel 22-23; Psalm 57
142. Psalms 95, 97-99
143. 2 Sam 24; 1 Chron 21-22;
Psalm 30
144. Psalms 108-110
145. 1 Chronicles 23-25
146. Ps 131, 138-139, 143-145
147. 1 Chron 26-29; Ps 127
148. Psalms 111-118
149. 1 Kings 1-2;
Psalms 37, 71, 94
150. Psalm 119
151. 1 Kings 3-4
152. 2 Chronicles 1; Psalm 72
153. Song of Solomon

136. Mark 8:13-26
137. Matt 16:13-20
138. Mark 8:27-30
139. Luke 9:18-21
140. Matt 16:21-28
141. Mark 8:31–9:1
142. Luke 9:22-27
143. Matthew 17:1-8
144. Mark 9:2-8
145. Luke 9:28-36
146. Matt 17:9-13
147. Mark 9:9-13
148. Luke 9:36
149. Matt 17:14-20
150. Mark 9:14-29
151. Luke 9:37-43

Genres reading plan listed by the week
W

Gospels

Law

History

17

Mk 13-14

Ex 13-16

18

Mk 15-16

19
20

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Epistles

2 Samuel 1-4 Psalms 48-50 Job 33-34

Jer 22-26

2 Cor 1-3

Ex 17-20

2 Samuel 5-9 Psalms 51-53 Job 35-36

Jer 27-31

2 Cor 4-5

Luke 1-2

Ex 21-24

2 Sam 10-14 Psalms 54-56 Job 37-38

Jer 32-36

2 Cor 6-8

Luke 3-4

Ex 25-28

2 Sam 15-19 Psalms 57-59 Job 39-40

Jer 37-41

2 Cor 9-10

The Bible in 180 days reading plan
(For those who are up to the challenge. 6 days each week, taking Sunday off)
W

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

17

Psalm 148 Proverbs 8

Proverbs 9-17

Prov 18-26

18

Isaiah 5-11

Isaiah 12-21

Isaiah 22-28

19

Isaiah 49-58

Isaiah 59-66

Jeremiah 1-6 Jeremiah 7-11 Jeremiah 12-17

20

Jer 24-29

Jer 30-33

Jer 34-39

Thursday

Friday

Prov 27 - Ecc 4 Ecc 5 - Song 2
Isaiah 29-36

Jer 40-47

Isaiah 37-41

Jer 48-50

Saturday
Song 3 Isaiah 4
Isaiah 42-48
Jer 18-23
Jer 51 - Lam 2
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)
4. The Marks of the Mentor Leader (Part 1 of 2)
(Characteristics that matter)

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

“Wherever you go, I will go.” - Ruth 1:16
A. Character: “But the truth is that right actions
done for the wrong reason do not help to build the
internal quality or character called a virtue, and it is this
quality or character that really matters.” - C.S. Lewis

1. The foundation on which all leadership is built
2. The kind of people you have affect the results
you want

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

3. In crises, people move to the person of highest
character
B. Trustworthy Traits:
“To be trusted is a greater compliment than to be loved.” - George Macdonald
1. Mentor leaders are competent
a) Explain why one path is better than others
b) If we don’t know the answer, we know who to ask
2. Mentor leaders remain focused on integrity
a) Possibly the cornerstone of leadership success
b) If they can’t rely on you, they can’t follow you
3. Mentor leaders are secure in their own skin
4. Above all, mentor leaders must be authentic
C. Leadership Attributes: “The ‘as if” principle works. Act ‘as if” you were not afraid and
you will become courageous, ‘as if’ you could and you’ll find you can. Act ‘as if’ you like a
person and you’ll find a friendship.” - Norman Vincent Peale

1. Mentor leaders demonstrate courage and lead by example
a) Must be willing to get into the trenches
b) Lead your people into the battle
2. Mentor leaders keep the vision and mission out front
a) See the forest from the trees
b) Reset the direction if you stray from the path
3. Mentor leaders exercise faith (Belief plus action)
a) Long-term success requires faith to see the end result
b) Requires a level of optimism not easily maintained
4. Mentor leaders are willing to examine and change
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Growing Pains for the Movement”
(Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Church of Christ (Acappella) Part 2
Major Players in the Controversy:
1. Moses E. Lard (Lard’s Quarterly) called for non-fellowship over the instrument
(1859-1880’s)
2. Benjamin Franklin was consistently against instruments
3. J.W. McGarvey viewed instruments as sinful but still visited churches with instruments
4. Isaac Errett used the Christian Standard to promote moderation
(Matter of opinion for both sides)
5. W.K. Pendleton tried to use humor to lighten the tension
(Melodeons are smaller, so less sinful)
Sand Creek Address and Declaration (1889):
1. Daniel Sommer and the Elders of the Sand Creek Church in Shelby County IL
A. Used a gathering of 6,000 to draw a line against the innovators (Instrumental)
B. Declaration was signed by representatives from 5 churches and gained support
through time
2. Anyone who disagreed with the Declaration would not be considered brethren
3. Important to note that although they were the loudest group, not every acappella church
agreed
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WHATEVER WEDNESDAYS ARE HERE!!!
During the summer, we are taking a break from our midweek
Bible study so we can have a variety of activities that we can
invite our friends to. These are opportunities for us to get to
know each other outside the classroom and it can be fun with
others who are not normally with us. And yes, we can invite
friends who are already at another church. Many churches hit
the pause button during the summer so your friend just might have Wednesday night free!
Here is what we have planned: (June 2 - 6pm) Blue Ocean Seafood; (June 9 - 6:00pm) Games at
church (Bring snacks); (June 16 - 6pm) Chick-Fil-A; (June 23 - 6pm) Fatz; (July 7 - 4pm) Pool party
at Phyllis’ house; (July 14 - 6pm) Cookout at church; (July 21 - 6pm) Movie night w/ pizza; and
(July 28 - 4pm) Another pool party at Phyllis’ house.

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
Choosing between growing in number or growing in the mind is an
exercise in futility. This is not an “Either/or” decision because both
are needed for the church to be healthy. We need to add people to
the church because we were told to reach out and make disciples.
We also need to finish the process of making disciples by teaching
those we reach so they can grow up to be contributing members of
the church. If we stop trying to grow in numbers, we will become a
closed group that has no connection to the community around us.
If we stop trying to grow in the mind, we will become a mile wide
and an inch deep with spiritual matters. We need to make sure we
work at growing up in Christ once we are added to the church.
How can a church be successful with both growing in numbers (Evangelism) and growing in the
mind (Edification)? There must be a way to bring people in and raise them up in the Lord. How
does a family accomplish this? When a baby is born, the parents will focus their attention on the
environment for that baby because the baby will need to feel safe and secure while adjusting to
life outside the mother’s womb. They usually provide a special room with a crib, changing table,
plenty of toys, and a rocking chair for holding the baby during feeding time and bedtime.
When the church brings in a newborn Christian, have they created an environment for that person
to feel safe and secure while adjusting to a new life in Christ? Have we given them a place to rest
and recharge (Crib)? Have we provided an area where we can help them clean up their lives
(Changing table)? Have we prepared a place where we can feed that person (Rocking chair)?
Making sure the church is ready to receive the visitors is just as important as getting the visitors to
show up. How can we be ready? We need to make sure we talk to the visitors and get to know
them beyond the handshake and handoff of the bulletin. We need to become their friends.

“Pray for FCC”
For 2021, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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The Gospels: Mark
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
The Bible records more information about Mark than any of the
other gospel writers aside from the apostle John. Luke mentioned Mark’s name several times in
Acts. A budding Jerusalem church met in his mother’s home. Mark also started the first missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas but went home early, though he later traveled with Barnabas to Cyprus for more mission work. He became significant in the life of Paul, being one of the
last people the apostle mentioned in his final letter (2 Tim 4:11).
However, Mark’s most significant personal connection was the one he had with Peter, who was
likely Mark’s source for the material in the gospel. Mark’s mother’s house was a regular enough
stop for Peter that the servants recognized him by voice alone (Acts 12:12–14). And it appears
that Mark was present at Gethsemane, a young man watching the proceedings from a safe
distance (Mark 14:51–52), leading some scholars to believe the Last Supper took place in Mark’s
home.
Because Mark offered no further comment on Jesus’s prophecy regarding the destruction of the
temple—an event that occurred in AD 70—we can safely assume that Mark composed the gospel
sometime before that tragic event. Also, the gospel has a distinctly Roman feel to it, particularly
when compared with the Jewish emphasis of the book of Matthew. Mark chose to leave aside
most comments on fulfilled prophecy (compare Matthew 21:1–6 and Mark 11:1–4), and when
he felt compelled to use an Aramaic term, he interpreted it (Mark 3:17). This suggests that Mark
was in Rome, writing from Peter’s recollections sometime before that apostle’s death (ca. AD 64
–68), possibly composing the gospel between AD 57 and AD 59.
Why is Mark so important?
Mark’s gospel portrays Jesus as constantly on the move. The forward motion in Mark’s writing
keeps the knowledgeable reader’s mind continually looking ahead to the cross and the
resurrection. Thirty-nine times Mark used the word immediately, giving a sense that Jesus’s
time on earth was short and that there was much to accomplish in His few years of ministry.
While Matthew’s gospel portrays Jesus as the King, Mark reveals Him as God’s Servant. Jesus’s
work was always for a larger purpose, a point clearly summarized in Mark 10:45, “For even the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Mark filled his gospel with the miracles of Jesus, illustrating again and again both the power and
the compassion of the Son of God. In these passages, Mark revealed more than Jesus as the
good teacher who offered people spiritual renewal; the book also portrays Jesus as the true
God and the true man, reaching into the lives of people and effecting physical and
circumstantial change.
But Jesus’s life as the agent of change wasn’t without an ultimate purpose. Amid His hands-on
ministry, Jesus constantly pointed to the definitive way in which He would serve humanity: His
death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead. It is only through faith in these works of
Jesus Christ that human beings find eternal redemption for their whole selves. Moreover, Jesus
becomes our model for how to live our lives—serving others as He did.
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This month’s Church myth: “Men should not be washing dishes”
In honor of Father’s Day, I wanted to write about a general myth that can affect the ministry too.
This myth involves the role of men and women in the family which can also be part of the reason
why men and women often disagree on what is best for the church. Without jumping into a
lengthy discussion about women’s roles in the church, I would like to suggest that many issues
about women and ministry come from how they are viewed in the family.
Here is the myth concerning the family. Men should not be washing dishes because it is the
woman’s job to take care of the house. The men should be working and providing while the
women cook, clean, and care for the children. The support for this way of thinking comes from
Ephesians 5:22-33. The Apostle Paul says that the man is the head of the household and this leads
some people to the conclusion that being the head of the household means not having to do the
chores in the house. There is one fundamental flaw for this way of thinking.

The Bible never talks about who should be washing the dishes!
The day to day chores of the house was not the concern for Paul when he wrote about the family
and who is the leader. He did not write about women doing the chores while the men go out
and work. He wrote about how the men are to be the spiritual leaders of the family and that
means they are held accountable by God for how the family grows together and with the Lord.
In fact, it says that the husband should love his wife the way Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for her. If the men want to be the leaders of their families, it might be a good idea to
get their hands wet and clean those dishes. For this reason, I would say the myth is busted
because it does not matter who does the dishes as long as somebody washes them so they can
be used for the next meal.

How does this affect the church? The women of the church are often reduced to teaching the
children and cleaning the church along with preparing the meals for Fellowship Sundays. While
those jobs are needed and women are usually the best qualified, there is no Biblical mandate that
says the women cannot do something different. There is a big need for women in ministry and it
does not involve the “Chores” of the church. There are spiritual needs of the people that are
better handled by women than men so it is good idea to make sure there are women who can
help. This does not mean we have to compromise our view on leadership in order to open the
door for women to serve, but it does mean we need to get rid of the foolish notion that men are
not supposed to do the “Women’s work” of washing dishes.
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SUPER SPECTACULAR SCRIPTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Every month, there are a few items with points
Leaderboard:
assigned and we will keep track of the progress as
1. Wil (40 points)
we go. This will be going for the whole year so
there is plenty of time to catch up if you fall behind. 2. Michaela (18 points)
3. ???? (Will it be you?)
(Helpful Hint) Although I will be asking for a few
items each month, there is no expiration date so
feel free to look through past issues of the newsletter to get the items you
have missed. This game is from January 2021 until November 2021 so the
winner will be announced in the December newsletter.
I hope you are able to join in the fun!
Here are this month’s items:
1. A father in the Bible (1 point per appearance up to 5 total points)
2. A lesson taught by Jesus (5 points)
(Please provide the scripture reference when you give Earl the answers.)

This month in Old Testament history (Tammuz)
Tammuz is the tenth month of the civil year and the fourth month of the ecclesiastical year on
the Hebrew calendar, and the modern Assyrian calendar. It is a month of 29 days, which occurs on
the Gregorian calendar around June–July. During this month, the golden calf was created and
Moses smashed the original tablets of the 10 commandments. This is also the month when Ezekiel
received his “Chariot” vision (Ezekiel 1:4-26). The most significant event in this month was the day
the sun stood still because of Joshua (Joshua 10:1-15).

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
King David wrote the majority of the Psalms
Winners: Steve Skinner/Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Phillis Jackson
This month’s question:
What is the “chorus” in Psalm 136 which is repeated in every verse?
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Godly Examples
“We will not hide them [commandments] from their children; we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, His power, and the wonders He has done.” Psalm 78:4
A young father was having a talk with his young son as they were preparing to get ready for bed. The
father was telling the lad what Christians should be like and how they should act. When Dad had finished
describing the attributes of a Christian, the young boy asked a stunning question: “Daddy, have I ever
seen a Christian?” The father was aghast. What kind of example am I? he thought.
How would you feel if your child asked you the same question? In our reading today we are given some
help to make sure this doesn’t happen. This passage establishes some patterns for parenting, patterns we
can use to help our children know the things of God and to realize that we ae God’s children. The writer
of Psalm 78 states we do this by:
•
•

Telling the next generation the praises of the Lord (verse 4)
Teaching our children the statutes and laws of God (verse 5)

Then our children will see by our words and examples that we are Christians.
In Deuteronomy 6:6-7 Moses said, “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along
the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
As a parent we are to be a reflector of God to our children. As they look into our faces, our lives, they are
to see a man or woman of godly desires and actions. In America today, we earnestly need more parents
who will stand up and do the right thing. Christian growth is a daily process of taking off the old self of
attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors which reflect the dark side of our nature (sin) and changing to those
characteristics that reflect the presence of Christ in our lives. They only way we can prow and succeed in
this continuous process is by being renewed in the spirit of our mind (Ephesians 4:22-24).
It is a moment -by-moment decision.
By word and by personal example we must train and nurture our children. In this way they can know
what a Christian is, because they have known you—the reflector of God’s grace.
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes

SUMMER IS HERE! (Michaela Winfrey)
Wow, I cannot believe summer is already here! Even though we have been through a lot with Covid,
we toughened up and fought through it! And I am so glad the mask mandate has been lifted, so I do not
have to wear those annoying things.
School has been let out, and summer has begun! Although I do miss my friends and the wonderful
teachers, I cannot wait for the exciting adventures of summer awaiting! Even though summer is here, we
still need to keep our minds open to God’s word. What I do to keep my mind open is I take out my bible,
read a few passages, and pray to start the day off on a good note. When my dad would take us to school, I
would pray for Wil, and Wil would pray for me, and Dad would pray for both of us. It starts the day off good
and I can have a mindset of knowing God is with me every day and every step. We should have that mindset, too, and pray for us to just have a good start to the day. As I sign off, I would like to pray just a simple
prayer with you guys. Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your word and letting us have the chance to
read it. I pray that You will open our hearts and minds to You, Lord, and I pray You will let us have fun in this
summer of 2021! In Jesus Name, Amen.

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org
Calendar of Events - June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Pray for FCC
reminder to
Whatever
pray for our
Wednesdays
church every
for the
Tuesday
summer
1
2
Pray for FCC
Blue Ocean
Seafood (6pm)
Jer 32:16-35
Jer 32:36-44
6
7
8
9
Pray for FCC
Games at
Church (6pm)
Acts 9:1-31 Acts 11:19-30
Acts 13:1-12
13
14
15
16
Pray for FCC Chick-Fil-A
(6:00pm)
1 Cor 1:10-17
1 Cor 3
1 Cor 4
20
21
22
23
Pray for FCC
Fatz
(6:00pm)
Father’s Day Lam 3:19-26
Psalm 137
Phil 2:19-23
27
28
29
30
Chris Crawford
Pray for FCC

Thu
Mission of
the Month:

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

preaching

Fellowship
Meal

Psalm 23

Psalm 24

Long Cane
District
Boy Scouts

3
Jer 33:1-13
10

Fri

Elders meet as
All events
needed. For
subject to
questions, see
change if
Frank or
needed
Marvin
4
5
Jer 36:1-19
11

Acts 14
17
1 Cor 16:12-18

Sat

Jer 36:20-32
12

Acts 15:1-35
18

Acts 4:36-37,
9:26-27

19
Titus 3

Acts 18:24-28

24
25
26
(Lk 17:5-10)
Newsletter
Submissions 2 Tim 1:1-14 1 Timothy 1
Due
Weekly
bulletin will
have the
1 Sam 16:14-23
most current
information

