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Welcome to our newslet ter!
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF A DYING CHURCH
CHANGE! Let’s face it, the word “change” is a very scary word. We don’t like it when
our children grow older. We don’t like it when our TV programs get cancelled. As a
former football player, I don’t like the fact that I can’t play as good as I did in high
school! However, change can also be good as well. We see the changes that take
place all around us as Spring is here! Change can be used for good as long as we
are careful with the type of change we make. We don’t change just for the sake of
change, so we must seek God’s guidance as we prepare for what God has in store
for us! My prayer for our church is that we never become afraid of change but we
also avoid changing just for the sake of change. There is a healthy
balance we can achieve. Overall, we must be careful not to repeat
the 7 last words of a dying church: “We never did it that way before.”
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

THE BIBLE BUFFET
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Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle. I decided to take this concept and use
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. Here are several options for you to
choose so you can pick one and stick with it for the year or change it up and use different ones as you go.
You could go hardcore and try all of them at once but be careful and don’t get a tummy ache if you do!
Have fun and let me know if you would like to see anything else offered here.

Chronological
(Traditional reading plan for the year)
90. Judges 3-5
91. Judges 6-7
92. Judges 8-9
93. Judges 10-12
94. Judges 13-15
95. Judges 16-18
96. Judges 19-21
97. Ruth
98. 1 Samuel 1-3
99. 1 Samuel 4-8
100. 1 Samuel 9-12
101. 1 Samuel 13-14
102. 1 Samuel 15-17
103. 1 Sam 18-20; Ps 11, 59
104. 1 Samuel 21-24
105. Ps 7, 27, 31, 34, 52
106. Ps 56, 120, 140-142

Gospel Harmony
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)
91. Luke 8:19-21
92. Matthew 13:1-35
93. Mark 4:1-34
94. Luke 8:4-18
95. Matt 13:36-53
96. Matthew 8:18-22
97. Luke 9:57-62
98. Matthew 8:23-27
99. Mark 4:35-41
100. Luke 8:22-25
101. Matt 8:28-34
102. Mark 5:1-20
103. Luke 8:26-39
104. Matt 9:18-26
105. Mark 5:21-43
106. Luke 8:40-56

107. 1 Samuel 25-27
108. Psalms 17, 35, 54, 63
109. 1 Sam 28-31; Ps 18
110. Psalms 121, 123-125,
128-130
111. 2 Samuel 1-4
112. Psalms 6, 8-10, 14, 16,
19, 21
113. 1 Chronicles 1-2
114. Psalms 43-45, 49,
84-85, 87
115. 1 Chronicles 3-5
116. Psalms 73, 77-78
117. 1 Chronicles 6
118. Psalms 81, 88, 92-93
119. 1 Chronicles 7-10
120. Psalms 102-104

107. Matt 9:27-34
108. Matt 13:54-58
109. Mark 6:1-6
110. Matt 9:35–11:1
111. Mark 6:7-13
112. Luke 9:1-6
113. Matt 14:1-12
114. Mark 6:14-29
115. Luke 9:7-9
116. Matt 14:13-21
117. Mark 6:30-44
118. Luke 9:10-17
119. John 6:1-14
120. Matt 14:22-33

Genres reading plan listed by the week
W

Gospels

Law

13

Mark 5-6

Gen 48-50

1 Sam 11-15 Psalms 36-38 Job 25-26 Jeremiah 1-6

1 Cor 9-10

14

Mark 7-8

Exodus 1-4

1 Sam 16-20 Psalms 39-41 Job 27-28

Jer 7-11

1 Cor 11-12

15 Mark 9-10 Exodus 5-8

1 Sam 21-25 Psalms 42-44 Job 29-30

Jer 12-16

1 Cor 13-14

16

1 Sam 26-31 Psalms 45-47 Job 31-32

Jer 17-21

1 Cor 15-16

Mk 11-12

History

Ex 9-12

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Epistles

The Bible in 180 days reading plan
(For those who are up to the challenge. 6 days each week, taking Sunday off)
W

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

13

2 Chron 8-13

2 Chron 14-20 2 Chron 21-26 2 Chron 27-31

2 Chron 32 Ezra 1

Ezra 2-7

14

Ezra 8 Nehemiah 3

Nehemiah 4-8

Neh 9-13

Esther 1-8

Esther 9 - Job 9

Job 10-20

15

Job 21-30

Job 31 - 37

Job 38 Psalm 14

Psalms 15-30

Psalms 31-43

Psalms 44-64

16

Psalms 65-77

Psalms 78-89

Psalms 90-104 Psalms 105-117 Psalms 118-126

Psalms
127-147
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)
3. The Maturity of the Mentor Leader (A Look Within)
“The unexamined life is not worth living.” - Socrates

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

“A personal inventory can help you understand what
makes you tick.”
“The continued willingness to examine our own lives is
an essential part of becoming the mentors that God
wants us to be.”

A. Dealing with the Past: “Not everything that is
faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed
until it is faced.” - James Baldwin

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

1. Mature individuals can examine
themselves honestly
2. They can evaluate how their past affects them today
3. Don’t continue to struggle with baggage from the past
4. Get help if you need it so you don’t hinder your progress

B. Forgiveness and Freedom: “Unloving people are unloved people. The people who are
hurting you are hurting themselves. Hurt people hurt people.” - Ken Whitten
1. You are the only one who is held back by your baggage
2. Your past set a course for what drives or holds you back
3. As long as you have breath, God still has a purpose for you
4. His work for you, in you, and through you is not finished
C. Motivations, Priorities, and Balance: “In the long run, men only hit what they aim at.”
- Henry David Thoreau
1. It took a lifetime for you to become the person you are
2. It will take time to reverse the negative effects of your past
3. Once you are prepared, the only thing left is to act
4. Don’t make excuses to cut out important parts of your life
5. Relationships should leave us fulfilled and energetic
6. Don’t let others the priorities in your own life
D. Knowing Your Strengths: “Don’t tell me what a player can’t do. Show me what he can
do and we’ll utilize his strengths.” - Bill Walsh
1. We need people whose strengths balance our weaknesses
2. Making a commitment to grow will help you evaluate self
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Growing Pains for the Movement”
(Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Church of Christ (Acappella)
Points of tension:
1. Societies and cooperatives were viewed by some as non-Biblical because of silence
2. Some churches began paying a minister to stay with them instead of traveling evangelists
A. Main objection was that the paid minister presented a “One man system”
B. Only the more developed churches in larger towns could afford to pay a minister
3. Fund-raising in the church (Kids were sent door to door to “beg” for money)
Musical Instruments:
1. Several reasons for not using instruments:
A. Frontier churches had limited resources especially during its infancy
B. Instruments were mainly used in the local saloon
C. For the South, the Northern churches were starting to use instruments
(Post-Civil War issues)
D. No examples in the New Testament that show instruments being used (Silence)
2. Alexander Campbell saw this as a preference, NOT a test of fellowship
(He preferred acappella)
3. 1859 in Midway KY, L.L. Pinkerton introduced a melodeon to help improve the singing
4. In 1868, Benjamin Franklin (Great Nephew of THE Ben Franklin) estimated 50 out of
10,000 churches used musical instruments. Not a major issue at that point although the tension
was building.
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JESUS IS STILL IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
(Taken from “The Character of Christ”)
John described Jesus’ life and ministry this way, “The Word became
flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14;
The Message). So, where did Jesus live? In the neighborhood.
He met the neighbors, learned their names, heard their needs, ate
with them, and ministered to the individual people. Jesus was a
friend to sinners (Matthew 11:19). He went into Peter’s house and healed his mother-in-law
(Matthew 8:14). Jesus had dinner at Levi’s house and met tax collectors and sinners (Matt 9:10).
Jesus went into the leader of the synagogue’s home and raised his daughter from the dead
(Matthew 9:23). Jesus went through all the towns getting to know the neighbors. He healed
their individual sicknesses, then proclaimed the good news of His kingdom (Matthew 9:35).
Living in the neighborhood, Jesus saw and heard the brokenness. They were like sheep without
a shepherd. They were “Harassed and helpless” (Matthew 9:26). The Greek words are revealing.
Harassed carries the idea of flaying a fish. Life had sliced and diced the people’s hearts, dreams,
and families. The word for helpless shows a people defeated, lying prostrate on the ground
with life’s foot pressing their faces into the dirt. It was then when Jesus turned to His disciples
proclaiming, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field” (Matthew 9:37-38).
Do you see what Jesus called church work? It was to love our neighbors strategically to win
them to Christ. Noticed how Jesus defined the neighborhood. First, He called it His harvest field.
Jesus owned the neighborhood. He had the right to dwell there. He was not afraid or repulsed
by its condition. Again, He loved His neighborhood so much he willingly died to fix it. Second,
it’s His harvest. The neighborhood was where His church scattered the seed, cultivated the soil,
watered the crops, pulled the weeds, and then harvested good fruit (Matt 13). Jesus called the
neighborhood “ripe” (John 4:35). Ripe meant the fruit was ready to pick and if not harvested
would rot. In other words, people without Christ will pay for their sins in the eternal lake of fire,
Hell. The cross of Christ is for everyone. The question is, how will people hear this good news?
Jesus’ plan is to tell our neighbors through us. We are the body of Christ, His church. We are the
conduit of Christ. He speaks, loves, cares for them through us.

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
6 Steps to overcoming temptation:
1. Identify the source of the temptation
2. Step back and look at the consequences of giving in
3. Know your weaknesses and identify your blind spots
4. Clean up anything that could lead to a temptation
5. Know God’s Word by memorizing key passages
6. Be proactive and replace the temptation with
constructive actions

“Pray for FCC”
For 2021, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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The Gospels: Matthew
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
While Matthew did not sign his own name to “his” gospel, the
early church uniformly attested to the apostle’s authorship of the
book. As early as AD 140, a Christian named Papias wrote that Matthew had compiled the
sayings of the Lord in Hebrew (presumably before Matthew translated them into Greek for a
larger audience). Matthew’s name appears in all the biblical lists of the twelve apostles, though
Mark and Luke refer to him as Levi. His history as a tax collector distinguished him from the
other apostles, and immediately after his call to follow Jesus—an event he recorded in Matthew
9:9—Matthew hosted a feast for Jesus in his home with an invitation list made up of Matthew’s
sinful friends. Apparently Matthew did not think it odd that Jesus and he would associate with
the sinful and downtrodden of society.
Matthew is the most Jewish-centric of the four gospels. The apostle regularly invoked the
writings of the Old Testament prophets in an effort to illustrate Jesus’s identity as Israel’s
long-awaited Messiah. However, the gospel of Matthew has been notoriously difficult to date.
Several factors speak to a date ranging from AD 60–65. First of all, the book makes no mention
of the destruction of the temple, an event which occurred in AD 70. Such a cataclysmic event
likely would have received some comment, particularly in a book so clearly influenced by
Judaism. The largely Jewish character of the book also suggests it was written at a time when
much of the evangelism by Christians was directed more exclusively at Jews, something that
became less and less common as the decades passed. Finally, many scholars believe Mark to
have been the first gospel composed, making it most probable that Matthew was written
soon after.
Why is Matthew so important?
The apostle Matthew, a Jew himself, offered a decidedly Jewish perspective on the ministry of
Jesus. He included more than fifty direct citations—and even more indirect allusions—from the
Old Testament. This exceeds any of the other gospels and indicates that Matthew had the
Jewish population in mind when he sat down to write. Matthew’s extensive connections
between Jesus and the Old Testament provide ample prophetic evidence for Jesus’s ministry
but also give contemporary readers a glimpse into how first-century readers approached the
Old Testament with a Christ-centered mind-set.
What's the big idea?
Matthew wrote his account of Jesus’s ministry to show that Jesus was and is indeed the King,
Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. He reflected this concern in his opening line, “The record of the
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1).
From there, Matthew consistently took his readers back to the Old Testament, providing
Old Testament testimony regarding the birth of Jesus, Bethlehem as the location of Jesus’s birth,
the flight to Egypt, Herod’s slaughter of the infants, and the beginning of Jesus’s ministry. In a
world where many in the Jewish community had claimed the role of Messiah for themselves,
Matthew’s commitment to grounding the life of Jesus in the Old Testament raised Jesus above
the multitude of these false messiahs. The apostle painted a portrait of our Lord that highlights
His uniqueness among all others to ever walk this earth.
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This month’s Church myth: “Money is the root of all evil”
Have you ever heard something that sounded so good that it must have come from the Bible?
My favorite example of that is Benjamin Franklin’s famous quote “God helps those who help
themselves” which is nowhere to be found in the Bible. It may have been influenced by the Bible
and it is a good quote, but it is not in the Bible. There are also times when Bible verses get twisted
after so many misquotes and it causes people to think much differently about what they read. This
month’s church myth is such a verse. 1 Timothy 6:10 has been used and abused for so long that
nobody seems to care about the fact that it does not say what people think it says.
For years, I have been taught that money is the root of all evil and I learned to use money as a way
to pay the bills and nothing more. That was until I finally read the verse and studied it. Paul never
said that money is the root of all evil. He said that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Here is the verse with the previous verse to build context:
1 Timothy 6:9-10, “(9) But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. (10) For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from
the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”
As you can see, verse 9 says that the people who desire to be rich fall into temptation and can end
up destroying themselves. Verse 10 reinforces this idea by saying that the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evils. It is not saying that money is evil and it does not say that it is the root of all evil
either. It says that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil which is a general statement that
loving money too much can be a bad thing. But is loving money really bad?
Looking at the original Greek word for the phrase “Love of money” can help us understand what
kind of love this is. The phrase can be traced back to coveting, so this is a covetous type of love
that can drive a person to commit illegal acts in order to gain it. That is certainly unhealthy, but it
is not the money’s fault. Money is only a resource that can be used for good or bad. It is up to
each person to make it good or bad so the root of the evil is the person’s desire, not the money.
If a person desires money in an unhealthy way, it can bring evil consequences.
Along with that, verse 9 says that those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, but that does
not mean the sin is unavoidable. It is possible to resist the temptation, but it requires the right
heart for a person to become rich without evil consequences. And with the right heart, many
great things can be done with money so this myth is busted.
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SUPER SPECTACULAR SCRIPTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Every month, there are a few items with points
Leaderboard:
assigned and we will keep track of the progress as
1. Wil (40 points)
we go. This will be going for the whole year so
there is plenty of time to catch up if you fall behind. 2. Michaela (18 points)
3. ???? (Will it be you?)
(Helpful Hint) Although I will be asking for a few
items each month, there is no expiration date so
feel free to look through past issues of the newsletter to get the items you
have missed. This game is from January 2021 until November 2021 so the
winner will be announced in the December newsletter.
I hope you are able to join in the fun!
Here are this month’s items:
1. A mother in the Bible (1 point per appearance up to 5 total points)
2. A lesson taught by Jesus (5 points)
(Please provide the scripture reference when you give Earl the answers.)

This month in Old Testament history (Sivan - The Pentecost month)
Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days. Only they didn't call it Pentecost.
That's the Greek name. The Jews called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks.
Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of harvest. In
Palestine, there were two harvests each year. The early harvest came during the
months of May and June; the final harvest came in the Fall.
Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That one should keep his words both soft and tender,
because tomorrow he may have to eat them.
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray before His arrest (Matt 26:36)
Winners: Elijah Winfrey/Michael Winfrey/Wil Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michaela Winfrey
This month’s question:
Who wrote the majority of the Psalms?
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In His Steps
“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leafing you
an example, that you should follow in His steps.” 1 Peter 2;21
Many years ago I read a book entitled In His Steps. It was the story of a man who for a period of
time attempted to walk in the steps of Jesus. Everything he said, everywhere he went, all decision
he made were done as if he were Jesus. As you can imagine, it was just about impossible. However,
the experience changed this man’s life forever.

We are not Jesus-nor will we ever be. Yet Jesus left us with His example of a godly life. As we walk
through life on earth we will experience daily situations that will reveal our character. Jesus gives us
the example of kindness and gentleness. He was full of sympathy and affection, and always loved with
mercy.
Jesus said, “Beloved, I understand your pain, your grief, the tragedy of friends who betray you. I
know you live in a world where others have sickness and sin you can do nothing about I care, and I
can help you. I can cleanse you and heal you today.” As the Lord lives in you, He will form you into the
beautiful, marvelous image of God according to your own uniqueness.
No we can’t be Jesus. But we can develop a teachable spirit. We can love Him and desire Him in our
hearts with all our soul, mind, and strength. We will then find ourselves transformed into a giving,
loving spirit with the joy of Jesus in our hearts. Our character will then reveal the likeness of Jesus.
Our spirits will help the helpless, pray for the sick, feed and clothe the homeless, and support those
whom God lifts up to be missionaries where we can’t go.
May we walk in His steps as we follow His all to us today.
Thoughts for Action
•

Ask yourself, “Are the qualities of Jesus evident in my life?”

•

How can you follow in His steps today? List at least one way.

Additional Scripture Reading
Ephesians 2:6-7
John 15:12

Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org
Calendar of Events - May 2021
Sun

Mon

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

2

3
Isaiah 45:1-13

9

10

Mother’s Day
16

Ruth 4:1-12
17
Eph 5:22-33

23

24

Fellowship
Meal after
Worship
30
Chris
Crawford
Preaching

Job 1:1-12
31
Memorial Day

Jer 32:1-15

Tue

Wed

Pray for FCC
reminder to
Midweek
pray for our
Bible Study
church every
for all ages
Tuesday
(5:30pm)
4
5
Is 45:14-25

Acts 16:1-15

11
12
Pray for FCC
Ruth 4:13-22

18
19
Pray for FCC

25
26
Pray for FCC
Job 1:13-22

14

15

Matt 25:14-30 Matt 25:31-46 Prov 31:20-25

1 Tim 5:1-8
27

Job 32

Sat

Acts 16:16-24 Acts 16:25-40 Prov 31:16-19

20
Titus 2

Fri

Elders meet as 1
needed. For
Mission of
questions, see
the Month:
Frank or
Prov 31:10-15
Meg’s House
Marvin
6
7
8

13

Matt 25:1-13

Col 3:18-25

Thu

(Job 33)
Newsletter
Submissions
Due
All events
subject to
change if
needed

21

22

1 Peter 3:1-7
28

Prov 31:26-31
29

Job 34

Job 42
Weekly
bulletin will
have the
most current
information

