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Welcome to our newslet ter!
WHO IS JESUS?
In chemistry, He turned water to wine. In biology, He was born without the normal
conception. In physics, He disapproved the law of gravity when He ascended into
heaven. In economics, He disapproved the law of diminishing return by feeding
5000 men with two fishes & 5 loaves of bread. In medicine, He cured the sick and
the blind without administering a single dose of drugs.
In history, He is the beginning and the end. In government, He said that he shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace. In religion, He said no one comes to
the Father except through him. So? Who is He?

He is Jesus!

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

I
JESUS
L
O
I LOVE our Church!
R
Earl Winfrey
D
Earl@fccgwd.org

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

THE BIBLE BUFFET
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Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food from wall to
wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with different types of food
is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to eat and the buffet is the best
way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle. I decided to take this concept and use
it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for the Lord. Here are several options for you to
choose so you can pick one and stick with it for the year or change it up and use different ones as you go.
You could go hardcore and try all of them at once but be careful and don’t get a tummy ache if you do!
Have fun and let me know if you would like to see anything else offered here.

Chronological
(Traditional reading plan for the year)
60. Numbers 14-15;
Psalm 90
61. Numbers 16-17
62. Numbers 18-20
63. Numbers 21-22
64. Numbers 23-25
65. Numbers 26-27
66. Numbers 28-30
67. Numbers 31-32
68. Numbers 33-34
69. Numbers 35-36
70. Deuteronomy 1-2
71. Deuteronomy 3-4
72. Deuteronomy 5-7
73. Deuteronomy 8-10
74. Deuteronomy 11-13

Gospel Harmony
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)

75. Deuteronomy 14-16
76. Deuteronomy 17-20
77. Deuteronomy 21-23
78. Deuteronomy 24-27
79. Deuteronomy 28-29
80. Deuteronomy 30-31
81. Deuteronomy 32-34;
Psalm 91
82. Joshua 1-4
83. Joshua 5-8
84. Joshua 9-11
85. Joshua 12-15
86. Joshua 16-18
87. Joshua 19-21
88. Joshua 22-24
89. Judges 1-2

60. Mark 2:13-17
61. Luke 5:27-32
62. Matthew 9:14-17
63. Mark 2:17-22
64. Luke 5:33-39
65. John 5:1-47
66. Matthew 12:1-8
67. Mark 2:23-28
68. Luke 6:1-5
69. Matthew 12:9-14
70. Mark 3:1-6
71. Luke 6:6-11
72. Matt 12:15-21
73. Mark 3:7-12
74. Mark 3:13-19
75. Luke 6:12-16

76. Matthew 5:1–8:1
77. Luke 6:17-49
78. Matthew 8:5-13
79. Luke 7:1-10
80. Luke 7:11-17
81. Matthew 11:2-19
82. Luke 7:18-35
83. Matt 11:20-30
84. Luke 7:36-50
85. Luke 8:1-3
86. Matt 12:22-37
87. Mark 3:19-30
88. Matt 12:38-45
89. Matt 12:46-50
90. Mark 3:31-35

Genres reading plan listed by the week
W

9

Gospels

Law

History

Psalms

Poetry

Matt 23-25 Gen 32-35 Judges 17-21 Psalms 24-26 Job 17-18

10 Matt 26-28 Gen 36-39

Prophecy

Epistles

Isaiah 45-50

1 Cor 1-2

Ruth

Psalms 27-29 Job 19-20

Isaiah 51-55

1 Cor 3-4

11

Mark 1-2

Gen 40-43

1 Sam 1-5

Psalms 30-32 Job 21-22

Isaiah 56-61

1 Cor 5-6

12

Mark 3-4

Gen 44-47

1 Sam 6-10

Psalms 33-35 Job 23-24

Isaiah 62-66

1 Cor 7-8

The Bible in 180 days reading plan
(For those who are up to the challenge. 6 days each week, taking Sunday off)
W

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

9

1 Sam 18-21

1 Sam 22-27

1 Sam 28 2 Sam 2

2 Sam 3-8

2 Sam 9-14

2 Sam 15-19

10

2 Sam 20-23

2 Sam 24 1 Kings 3

1 Kings 4-7

1 Kings 8-10

1 Kings 11-14 1 Kings 15-19

2 Kings 3-5

2 Kings 6-10

2 Kings 11-15

2 Kings 16-19 2 Kings 20-24

1 Chron 5-8

1 Chron 9-15 1 Chron 16-23 1 Chron 24-29 2 Chron 1-7

11
12

1 Kings 20 2 Kings 2
2 Kings 25 1 Chron 4
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)
2.The Mind-Set of the Mentor Leader (“It’s not about me”)
“The man answered, ‘You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
(Luke 10:27)
“The mentor leader looks at how he/she can benefit
others - which ultimately benefits the individual and
the organization.”
“When it comes to effective leadership, it’s not about
you and what makes you comfortable or helps you
get ahead. It’s about other people.”
A. The focus of a Mentor Leader: “For everything
there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven…
A time to tear down and a time to build up… A time to be
quiet and a time to speak.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 3, 7)

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

1. Focus on your people and where they should go together
2. The audience will affect which leadership style is needed
3. Build into the people so they learn how to respond
4. Am I prepared to have great success and not get the credit?
5. Make it almost impossible for others to give you credit

B. Maximizing the Present While Envisioning the Future: “Have you ever danced in the
rain or thanked the sun for just shining… Take it all in, the world is a show” - Sister Hazel,
“Change Your Mind”
1. A compelling vision and a clear mission are critical
2. Goals and ambitions can make us blind to the present
3. The first step is to realize that the journey is important
4. We must count the costs and evaluate our priorities
C. Vision, Mission, and Values: “Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do
something you want done because he wants to do it.” - Dwight D. Eisenhower
1. A well-cast vision is one that can be shared by everyone
2. Keep the vision out front. Don’t let the people quit.
3. The mission answers the question: Why do we exist?
4. Values tell us and others what is important to us
D. It’s All About Serving: “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve
others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” - Mark 10:45
1. Look for opportunities to do what is best for others
2. Servant leaders flip the world’s model upside down
a) They serve when it is timely, needed, and right
b) They do not serve in order to gain applause of others
3. Mentor leaders produce mentor leaders
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Growing Pains for the Movement”
(Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Missions:
1. By the 1830’s, the RM was moving towards county, district and state cooperatives
2. Alexander Campbell called for a general convention in Cincinnati for Nov 1849
3. Convention formed the American Christian Missionary Society
4. Society required financial support as a condition of membership
5. 3 foreign missions:
1. James Barclay went to Jerusalem and practiced medicine as well
2. J. O. Beardslee went to Jamaica
3. Alexander Cross was a former slave who went to Liberia (Freed slaves sent to Liberia)
6. Missions were not successful because of lack of funding and Americanization
How far is too far?
1. “Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is silent…”
A. Prohibition (No “Thus saith the Lord”)
B. Permission (It doesn’t say NOT to do it)
C. Answer: Possibility, but needs to be examined
2. How far should we go?
A. Translations of the NT (Did the Bible say it should be translated?)
B. PowerPoint in the Worship service
C. Church buildings
D. Christian Camps
E. Sunday School
F. Wednesday or Sunday evening services
G. Christian Conventions
H. Praise teams and choirs
I. Pews or chairs
J. The phrase “Where Scriptures speak, we speak…”
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"I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your
Christians are so unlike your Christ" ~ Gandhi
Mahatma Gandhi, the renowned leader of the people of
India, in seeking to overthrow British colonial rule of his native
land, was an avid reader. Although a Hindu, in his quest for
freedom, he read the four Christian Gospels. He wanted to know
more about Jesus of Nazareth. In his reading of the Gospels,
Gandhi was impressed with this man whom Christians worship and follow. Where could he find
out more about this Jesus whom Christians refer to as "the Christ - the Messiah?"
One Sunday morning Gandhi decided that he would visit one of the Christian churches
in Calcutta. Upon seeking entrance to the church sanctuary, he was stopped at the door by the
ushers. The ushers told him that he was not welcome, nor would he be permitted to attend this
particular church as it was for 'high caste' Indians and 'whites' only. He was neither 'high caste',
nor was he British. Because of the rejection by this church, 'the Mahatma' turned his back on
Christianity. With this act, Gandhi rejected the Christian faith, never again to consider the claims
of Christ! He was 'turned-off' by the sin of segregation that was practiced by the church. Gandhi
later declared, "I'd be a Christian if it were not for the Christians!"

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
The concept of church growth is not easy to explain and it is even
harder to demonstrate. Why is that? The main reason is that we
have been conditioned to think that numeric growth is the only
type of growth that exists when trying to determine the health of a
church. Imagine what it would be like if we did this with family.
A family reunion takes place and the grandparents are sitting
around the table eating dessert and talking about their families.
One grandma begins to talk about her 2 sons and she mentions
that one son had a child who made the honor roll at school.
Nothing more is said about that son and his child who made the
honor roll because she spent most of her time bragging about the other son who has 4 children
now and his wife is expecting another one in the fall. She is so proud of the growth in that
branch of the family tree because that is how a family stays healthy. You keep having children
in order to keep the future secure and the family will remain healthy for the next generation.
What the grandmother fails to realize is that the other son’s child demonstrated growth in the
mind which is an indication that the parents are doing a great job. Maturity in the mind is a
great indicator of growth that is often overlooked since it is much harder to measure. Of course,
being on the honor roll is proof of that growth. How many churches have grown over the past
year without adding anybody to their roster? I am willing to suggest that more churches have
grown in the mind and spirit than those who have grown in number, but they are often
overlooked because those measurements are boring and do not look as good on paper.

“Pray for FCC”
For 2021, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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The Minor Prophets: Malachi
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
The final book of the Old Testament, Malachi received its name
from its author (Malachi 1:1). In Hebrew, the name comes from a
word meaning “messenger,” which points to Malachi’s role as a prophet of the Lord,
delivering God’s message to God’s people.1 Malachi offered no other identifying information
about himself, leaving out markers typical of other prophets such as his father’s name or the
current leader of Israel. However, based on the content of the book, it becomes clear that
Malachi delivered his message of judgment to a Judean audience familiar with worshipping at
the temple in Jerusalem (2:11). The people of Judah had turned away from the true worship of
the Lord, leaving themselves under judgment and in need of salvation.
Malachi certainly wrote to the people of Judah (Malachi 1:1; 2:11), but the historical setting
becomes clearer in Malachi 1:8. Here the prophet used the Persian word for governor,
indicating a time period between 538–333 BC, when the Persian Empire ruled the Promised
Land. Malachi also wrote about the corruption of the temple sacrifices, meaning that he likely
delivered his message many years after the Israelites rebuilt the temple in 515 BC. The prophet’s
concerns mirror those of Nehemiah’s, suggesting that Malachi prophesied to the people while
Nehemiah left the city for several years, beginning in 432 BC (Nehemiah 13:6).
Why is Malachi so important?
Malachi’s unique position as the final book of the Old Testament offers a glimpse into the hearts
of Israelite men and women, members of a nation that had been specially chosen by God,
descendents of Abraham, and inheritors of the rich tradition of the Jewish people. Their history
told of glories like the exodus from Egypt and the faithfulness of God to King David. But they
had also experienced the judgment of wandering in the desert and the shame of exile from the
Promised Land. At the time of Malachi, well over a thousand years after Abraham’s era, the
Israelites had the advantage and weight of history on their side; they could see the shining
rewards of faithfulness and the punishments associated with judgment, even to the point of
being uprooted from their land. But even then, with all that perspective, the book of Malachi
teaches us that they still strayed from the Lord’s path. They needed God’s intervention as much
as ever, so this book, as a final statement of judgment in the Old Testament, anticipates God’s
saving work through the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
What's the big idea?
The people of Judah began to be exiled from the Promised Land in 605 BC, returning from
Babylon seventy years later. By the time of Malachi, they had been back in the land for more
than a hundred years and were looking for the blessings they expected to receive when they
returned. Though the temple had been rebuilt, the fervor of those early returning Israelites gave
way to a thorough apathy for the things of God. This led to rampant corruption among the
priesthood and a spiritual lethargy among the people. Malachi came along at a time when the
people were struggling to believe that God loved them (Malachi 1:2). The people focused on
their unfortunate circumstances and refused to account for their own sinful deeds. So God
pointed the finger back at them, and through Malachi, God told the people where they had
fallen short of their covenant with Him. If they hoped to see changes, they needed to take
responsibility for their own actions and serve God faithfully according to the promise their
fathers had made to God on Mount Sinai all those years before.
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This month’s Church myth: “The thief on the cross is an example of a conversion for us”
As Easter quickly approaches, the last words of Jesus will be the subject of interest among many
Christians. One sentence is of particular importance for those who wish to argue against the need
for baptism as part of salvation. Here is the passage:
Luke 23:39-43 (ESV), “(39) One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’ (40) But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? (41) And we indeed justly, for we
are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’ (42) And he
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ (43) And he said to him, ‘Truly, I
say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’”
The old “Thief on the cross” argument falls short of proving anything about salvation for several
reasons, but I will try to keep this short and focus on a couple here. If you would like, I can give a
full study on this passage if you want to sit down with me and discuss it.
Many people use the “Jesus” card and yes, that can be the end of the conversation for most since
Jesus can do anything He wants so if He wanted to save the thief, that is up to Him. However,
I believe that we have not successfully proven that this scene is about salvation in the sense that
the thief was being converted on the cross. Can we prove that he was not already a follower of
Jesus? The way he defends Jesus lets me know that he had some kind of belief and knowledge
about who He is before being nailed to the cross. There is so much we do not know about this
thief so how can we conclude that this was not a follower being brought back in after he had
strayed?
Just for fun, let’s assume that this scene is about salvation in the sense that Jesus converted the
thief. How can we duplicate this for today’s use? Where is the sinner’s prayer in this scene that
so many people try to insert when talking about salvation? Do we have any other scripture that
points to this scene for the purpose of offering the plan of salvation? The Bible is silent when
trying to find a conversion that involved something similar to this scene so I cannot use the thief
on the cross for an example of somebody being saved without baptism. From the death of Jesus
forward, the only conversions shared involved water baptism by immersion.
This myth is busted because even if this was a true conversion, we have no evidence of the
early church using it as an example of how to be saved.
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SUPER SPECTACULAR SCRIPTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Every month, there are a few items with points
Leaderboard:
assigned and we will keep track of the progress as
1. Wil (40 points)
we go. This will be going for the whole year so
there is plenty of time to catch up if you fall behind. 2. Michaela (18 points)
3. ???? (Will it be you?)
(Helpful Hint) Although I will be asking for a few
items each month, there is no expiration date so
feel free to look through past issues of the newsletter to get the items you
have missed. This game is from January 2021 until November 2021 so the
winner will be announced in the December newsletter.
I hope you are able to join in the fun!
Here are this month’s items:
1. A post resurrection appearance (1 point per appearance up to 5 total points)
2. A prophecy about the resurrection (5 points) (can be from either the old or new testament)
(Please provide the scripture reference when you give Earl the answers.)

This month in Old Testament history (Lyar - The second month)
Lyar is the second month of the Jewish religious year on the Hebrew calendar. The name is
Babylonian in origin. It is a month of 29 days. Lyar usually falls in April–May on the Gregorian
calendar. In the Hebrew Bible, before the Babylonian captivity, the month is called Ziv (1 Kings
6:1, 6:37). Ziv is a Hebrew name that means "light" or "glow". During this month, there is the
"Second Passover" which is an additional opportunity to offer the paschal sacrifice, for individuals
who were impure on the main Passover holiday. (Numbers, 9).

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That I wish I could have told my Mom that I love her
one more time before she passed away.
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Judas Iscariot was the disciple who betrayed Jesus (Mark 14:10)
Winners: Michaela Winfrey/Phillis Jackson/Michael Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Daniel Miller, Wil Winfrey
This month’s question:
Which garden did Jesus go to, to pray in before his arrest?
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Make Me a Blessing
“Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come.” Song of Solomon 2:12a
My Bob loves to drive from Riverside to San Diego each spring after it rains. Within a few
days after these soft rains, the banks of the freeway are covered with the delicately waving state
flower, the golden poppy. Truly the “Golden State” is golden. What a beautiful array of God’s creation
in flower form.
For a few years we had severe drought in California and the flowers were thinly populated.
But now rain has returned and we are lavishly blessed with the golden poppy again. Our key verse
for today states, “Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come.” All fall and winter
the seeds lay dormant in the ground, and then the rains come and turn these seeds into a song.
Our lives are like that at times. We may lie sleeping, forgetting, we think. Then something
happens that makes us come forward, take a look at the sun, and decide we are going to be a
blessing to someone today. May today be that day when we reach out, near or far, and bless someone.
Make Me a Blessing
I watched the golden poppies spill
Like liquid gold across the hill
As petals wilted one by one
And faded with the summer sun.
The plants did not reseed themselves
To golden-glow the hillside shelves;
The rains that washed the mountain’s face
Transplanted them some other place.
But when I walk their trail I find
My feet are light; my heart gold-lined,
Knowing though they left no chart,
They gladden someone else’s heart.
Thoughts for Action
• Reach out and be a blessing to someone today.
• Telephone, write a letter, drop a note, send a gift. Be that golden poppy in someone’s life.
• Don’t put any expectations on your actions. Act out of pure love.
Additional Scripture Reading
Hebrews 10:24-25
Ephesians 5:1
Romans 15:29
Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org
Calendar of Events - April 2021
Sun

Mon

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

4
Easter
Sunday!
11

Ex 30:17-21
12

Pray for FCC
reminder to
pray for our
church every
Tuesday

Midweek
Bible Study
for all ages
(5:30pm)

Deut 16:18-20

19

26

Job 28:1-11

Psalm 84

Thu

Sat

Elders meet as
All events
needed. For
subject to
questions, see
Greater GWD
change if
Frank or
United Min
needed
Marvin
1
2
3
Mission of
the Month:

Psalm 7

Ps 118:1-13

20
21
Pray for FCC

Psalm 17
15

Prov 20:1-15

(Ps 22:25-31)
Psalm 26
PGS Social
(6:00pm)
16
17

Ps 118:14-29
22

Isaiah 12
23

Psalm 27

24

(Deut 32:23-38)

Newsletter
Deut 32:10-18 Deut 32:19-22 Submissions
Due
27
28
29

Job 28:12-28

Fri

(John 11)
Maundy Thur John 20:1-18 Matthew 28
Service (6pm)
8
9
10

13
14
Pray for FCC

Deut 32:1-9
25
(Youth Sun)
Fellowship
Meal after
Worship

Wed

Weekly
bulletin will
have the most
current
information
5
6
7
Pray for FCC

Psalm 80
18

Tue

Prov 20:16-30

Deut 32:39-47
30

Luke 8:1-3

Psalm 28

