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Welcome to our newslet ter!
WARM WEATHER IS COMING!
March is upon us, and the weather should start getting warmer now that
Spring is just around the corner.
“In spring, the axis of the Earth is increasing its tilt relative to the Sun, and the length
of daylight rapidly increases for the relevant hemisphere. The hemisphere begins to
warm significantly causing new plant growth to "spring forth," giving the season its
name.“ (Wikipedia website)
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When the sun shines on the earth for longer periods of time during
spring, life returns as the plants start to grow again. In the same way,
when we allow the SON to shine on our church, life will return as our
church begins to grow again.

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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THE BIBLE BUFFET
Like most people I know, I love a buffet! Just walking into the room where there is food
from wall to wall is what I consider to be a little slice of heaven. Taking my plate and filling it with
different types of food is fun because I get to create a party in my mouth. Physical food is good to
eat and the buffet is the best way to offer as much food for a variety of people as they can handle.
I decided to take this concept and use it for the spiritual food that keeps us healthy and active for
the Lord. Here are several options for you to choose so you can pick one and stick with it for the
year or change it up and use different ones as you go. You could go hardcore and try all of them
at once but be careful and don’t get a tummy ache if you do! Have fun and let me know if you
would like to see anything else offered here.
Chronological
Gospel Harmony
(Traditional reading plan for the year)
(From R.C. Foster’s Life of Christ class)
29. Genesis 48-50
30. Exodus 1-3
31. Exodus 4-6
32. Exodus 7-9
33. Exodus 10-12
34. Exodus 13-15
35. Exodus 16-18
36. Exodus 19-21
37. Exodus 22-24
38. Exodus 25-27
39. Exodus 28-29
40. Exodus 30-32
41. Exodus 33-35
42. Exodus 36-38
43. Exodus 39-40
44. Leviticus 1-4

45. Leviticus 5-7
46. Leviticus 8-10
47. Leviticus 11-13
48. Leviticus 14-15
49. Leviticus 16-18
50. Leviticus 19-21
51. Leviticus 22-23
52. Leviticus 24-25
53. Leviticus 26-27
54. Numbers 1-2
55. Numbers 3-4
56. Numbers 5-6
57. Numbers 7
58. Numbers 8-10
59. Numbers 11-13

29. John 1:19-28
30. John 1:29-34
31. John 1:35-51
32. John 2:1-11
33. John 2:12-22
34. John 2:23–3:21
35. John 3:22-36
36. John 4:1-42
37. Luke 3:19, 20
38. Matthew 4:12-17
39. Mark 1:14, 15
40. Luke 4:14, 15
41. John 4:43-45
42. John 4:46-54
43. Luke 4:16-30
44. Matthew 4:18-22

45. Mark 1:16-21
46. Luke 5:1-11
47. Matthew 8:14-17
48. Mark 1:21-34
49. Luke 4:31-41
50. Matthew 4:23-25
51. Mark 1:35-39
52. Luke 4:42-44
53. Matthew 8:2-4
54. Mark 1:40-45
55. Luke 5:12-16
56. Matthew 9:1-8
57. Mark 2:1-12
58. Luke 5:17-26
59. Matthew 9:9-13

Genres reading plan listed by the week
History

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Epistles

5 Matt 11-13 Gen 16-19

Josh 21-24

Psalms 12-14

Job 9-10

Isaiah 23-28

Romans 9-10

6 Matt 14-16 Gen 20-23

Judges 1-6

Psalms 15-17 Job 11-12

Isaiah 29-33 Romans 11-12

7 Matt 17-19 Gen 24-27

Judges 7-11 Psalms 18-20 Job 13-14

Isaiah 34-39 Romans 13-14

8 Matt 20-22 Gen 28-31 Judges 12-16 Psalms 21-23 Job 15-16

Isaiah 40-44 Romans 15-16

W

Gospels

Law

The Bible in 180 days reading plan
(For those who are up to the challenge. 6 days each week, taking Sunday off)
W

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

Num 10-14

Num 15-20

Num 21-26

Num 27-31

Num 32-36

Deut 1-3

6

Deut 4-7

Deut 8-13

Deut 14-20

Deut 21-27

Deut 28-31

Deut 32-Josh 2

7

Josh 3-8

Josh 9-14

Josh 15-19

Josh 20-24

Judges 1-5

Judges 6-9

1 Sam 2-7

1 Sam 8-13

1 Sam 14-17

8 Judges 10-14

Judges 15-20 Jud 21-1 Sam 1
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Mentoring Notes (“The Mentor Leader” - Tony Dungy)
“Success for a mentor leader is measured by different
standards than those commonly accepted in our society.
Mentor leadership is all about shaping, nurturing,
empowering, and growing. It’s all about relationships,
integrity, and perpetual learning. Success is measured
in changed lives, strong character, and eternal values
rather than in material gain, temporal achievement, or
status. Ultimately, mentor leadership is just as successful
in achieving the standards of accomplishment in our
society. But unlike other types of leadership, it is
primarily concerned with building and adding value to
the lives of people in the process.” - A Mentor Leader
“If all you are about is winning, it’s not really worth it.
I’m after things that last.” - Keli McGregor

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Essential Traits of a Mentor Leader:
A. It is not rocket science (Principles and skills are accessible to everyone)
B. It can be taught and learned, but it must be practiced to be absorbed
C. Focuses on developing the strengths of the individual (Proverbs 22:6)
D. Works best when there is a genuine concern for development and success
1. The Mandate of the Mentor Leader (Focus on Significance)
“Unity of purpose and a desire to make other people better must start at the top if these goals
are going to ripple through an entire organization.”
A. Mentor Leaders Put People First (Romans 12:2):
1. Shortsighted leadership focuses primarily on the bottom line
2. Relationships are ultimately what matter (With God and people)
3. If we lose sight of people, we lose sight of the purpose of leadership
B. Mentor Leaders Strive for Significance in Life: “Young kids with positive male role
models have something to live for, somebody who is proud of them, somebody who cares
about their well-being.” - Donald Miller
1. Leaders recognize that success in the world’s eyes is not enough.
2. Focus on building people up and building future leaders.
3. Our society needs the personal one-on-one aspect of mentoring.
4. Part of our purpose in life is to build a legacy
a) Consistent pattern of building into the lives of others
b) Pass on wisdom, experience, and loyalty
c) Be willing to get your hands dirty
C. Mentor Leaders Keep an Eternal Perspective (Joshua 1:8):
1. It takes time to build relationships and add value to their lives
2. We should create a culture that lives on through future generations
3. We may never see the full impact of our efforts through mentoring
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Periodicals - Early Publications”
(Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Christian Baptist (Monthly 1823-1830):
1. Written by Alexander Campbell during the years when he associated with the Baptists
2. Walter Scott suggested using Baptist in the title to open doors with the Baptist Church
3. Very sarcastic and straight to the point, focused on restoring the Biblical teachings
Christian Messenger (Monthly 1826-1845):
1. Written by Barton Stone with an emphasis on unity
2. Published many articles by Alexander Campbell in an effort to encourage “friendly” debates
Millennial Harbinger (Monthly 1830-1870):
1. Alexander Campbell changed the Christian Baptist since he was no longer part of them
2. Became the dominant voice in the Restoration Movement for many years
3. Much lighter tone and covered a variety of issues with many contributors for discussion
The Evangelist (Monthly 1832-1844):
1. Written by Walter Scott to record many of the teachings of the Restoration Movement
2. (1835) He stopped the publication to could work on his 576 pg. book “The Gospel Restored.”
3. (1838) Restarted the periodical on a bi-monthly basis producing issues twice as big
*** Thoughts about publications ***
In both the early publications and the ones created today, we will find discussions about doctrine
and many opinions about what the Bible says, but we will not find an authority being assumed
over the churches. Each church operates independently and uses the Bible as its only authority.
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WHO KNOWS MORE? YOU OR YOUR NEIGHBOR?
When having conversations with your neighbor, do you spend
more time talking about yourself or listening to your neighbor?
Sometimes, we can get a little too wrapped up with our own lives
that we forget to learn about what is going on in our neighbor’s
life. Let’s try to learn more about our neighbors this month!

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
When Jeremiah wrote the book of Lamentations, he was
recalling a very painful event in his life. For years, Jeremiah was
warning the Jews about the wrath of God and how their infidelity
was out of control, but nobody wanted to hear what he had to say.
Instead, the king surrounded himself with prophets who told him
what he wanted to hear and the end result was a nation that
frowned upon the truth that Jeremiah was preaching. And now
that the Babylonians destroyed them, Jeremiah had the right to feel
satisfied that his prophecies came true. However, his heart was
crushed when he watched Jerusalem burn to the ground because
there was nothing he could do about it.
In order to work through his grief, Jeremiah wrote a collection of poems that helped him
sort out his thoughts and deal with the pain in his heart. That collection of poems became the Old
Testament book Lamentations so we can have this useful resource today. By learning about the
struggles of Jeremiah, we can see that we are not alone in our struggles with this life. Way too
often, we look beyond the realities of life that are recorded in the Bible because we think that
being a good Christian means we have to focus on the positive. Instead of opening up and letting
our Christian friends comfort us in our time of need we have a tendency to shut down and hide
our pain because we don’t want people to see our weaknesses. We are afraid that the people at
church will look down on us for being human, and the sad part is the world feels the same way.
Somehow the American church has created this reputation for being insensitive to the needs of
people who are hurting, and until we can correct this issue, we will never be able to reach those
who really need help.
The American church needs a reality check, and it starts with evaluating what is being
taught in the church service. A quick study of the songs that are sung and the sermons being
preached will reveal a disturbing trend that has contributed to this image of the church being
unrealistic. When a person is struggling, the immediate response appears to be to pray harder
and sing passionately at church. If we can somehow find the right song to sing and the right
words to pray, we will forget about our struggles and the world will be ok. While all of that
sounds good on the surface, this kind of response is like putting a band-aid on a broken leg.
Instead of trying to praise our way out of despair, we need to take an honest look at our situation
so we can figure out how we got into this mess, and then we can see how to fix the problem.
This is why the book of Lamentations is such a great book for those who struggle.

“Pray for FCC”
For 2021, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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The Minor Prophets: Zechariah
(Several sources used each month, see Earl for details)
Who wrote the book?
Grandson of the priest Iddo, Zechariah prophesied to the people
of Judah after they returned from their seventy years of exile in
Babylon (Zechariah 1:1; Nehemiah 12:1, 4, 16). Zechariah’s grandfather returned from Babylon,
his young grandson in tow, with the first group of Israelites allowed back, in 538 BC under the
decree of Cyrus, king of Persia. Because of his family lineage, Zechariah was a priest in addition
to a prophet. He, therefore, would have had an intimate familiarity with the worship practices of
the Jews, even if he had never served in a completed temple. As a “young man” at the time of
his first prophecies (Zechariah 2:4), his life more than likely extended into the reign of Xerxes I
(485–465 BC), the king best known for making Esther the queen of Persia (Esther 1:1).
Zechariah, a young man, especially when compared to his contemporary Haggai, came
alongside the older prophet to deliver messages from the Lord to the Jewish remnant recently
returned from Babylon. While Haggai’s overall message had more of a cautionary tone to it
(pointing out the Jews’ sin and self-focus), Zechariah emphasized a tone of encouragement to
the struggling Israelites trying to rebuild their temple. Zechariah’s dated visions and messages
in chapters 1–8 all take place in the same general time period as Haggai’s, beginning in October
–November 520 BC with a call for the people of Judah to repent (Zechariah 1:1). He then
received eight visions on the restless night of February 15, 519 BC (1:7), followed by four
messages that he preached on December 7, 518 BC (7:1). Though his final messages in chapters
9–14 go undated, the mention of Greece in 9:13 suggests the prophecies came much later in
his life, presumably sometime in the 480s BC, before Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (444 BC)
arrived to again revitalize the Jewish people.
Why is Zechariah so important?
The book of Zechariah contains the clearest and the largest number of messianic (about the
Messiah) passages among the Minor Prophets. In that respect, it’s possible to think of the book
of Zechariah as a kind of miniature book of Isaiah. Zechariah pictures Christ in both His first
coming (Zech 9:9) and His second coming (9:10–10:12). Jesus will come, according to Zechariah, as Savior, Judge, and ultimately, as the righteous King ruling His people from Jerusalem.
What's the big idea?
Meaning “Yahweh remembers,” Zechariah’s name was appropriate to the purpose of his
prophecies.2 His book brims over with the hope that God would remember His promises to His
people, even after all the time they spent outside the land. The prophet used a simple structure
of eight visions (Zechariah 1:1–6:15), four messages (7:1–8:23), and two oracles (9:1–14:21) to
anticipate the completion of the temple and, ultimately, the future reign of the Messiah from
Jerusalem. Like many of the prophets, Zechariah saw isolated snapshots of the future; therefore,
certain events that seem to occur one right after the other in Zechariah’s prophecy actually
often have generations or even millennia between them. For a people newly returned from
exile, Zechariah provided specific prophecy about their immediate and distant future—no doubt
a great encouragement. Their nation would still be judged for sin (5:1–11), but they would also
be cleansed and restored (3:1–10), and God would rebuild His people (1:7–17). Zechariah
concluded his book by looking into the distant future, first at the rejection of the Messiah by
Israel (9:1–11:17), and then at His eventual reign when Israel will finally be delivered.
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This month’s Church myth: “You cannot build a church using old people”
This may be a familiar story to many of us. A church is declining in attendance and offering so
they decide to send their Elders to a conference to see if they can get some resources to help them
grow. The conference goes well and they return with a new sense of direction and they call a
meeting to share what they learned. They have been without a Minister for a while and the Elders
have been sharing the pulpit, taking turns with the sermon each week. They had a few Ministers
come in but none of them worked out. Nobody wanted to serve at their church, and the Elders
think that they know why after they attended the conference.
The meeting is called and the 50 members of the church show up, most of them retired and a few
grandkids sprinkled in. They were 200 members before their Minister passed away and they have
been struggling to get back to that number. As the Elders begin to share what they learned, you
can see a mixed reaction as the members were facing an ugly “truth” that they were afraid of. The
Elders told them that you cannot build a church using old people, so the only way to survive
would be to hire a young minister and give them the church. They would need to go along with
the changes because the young man would know how to bring in the young families and their
church may look different, but at least they will survive.
Although I just made up this scenario, it came from various discussions and experiences I had from
conferences, seminary classes, and Ministers from churches who have been going through transitional turmoil. Each time, I would cringe when I hear about the search for the young minister and
how they cannot grow without young families. The problem is not with the hiring of young ministers because we do need to make sure the future is bright, and having a minister who is not going to die in the next 10 years is definitely a good thing, but when you have to wave the white
flag of surrender because you have been told you are out of options, I can’t help but wonder if
there could be a better way.
Who wrote the rule that you cannot build a church with old people? I would be willing to bet
that the same person who wrote that rule probably wrote the rule that a small church cannot be a
healthy church. Both of those flawed ways of thinking fall into the category of heretical hooey.
Have we forgotten the fact that God is in charge of growth (1 Corinthians 3)? Have we lost faith
in following the model of the church in the book of Acts? None of them shunned the old in favor
of the new. Instead, they used the Elders to lead the church as God made it grow. Why can’t we
do the same? I guess this myth is plausible, but we should never underestimate the power of a
praying Grandma! Senior citizens can help us if we don’t push them to the side.
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SUPER SPECTACULAR SCRIPTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Every month, there are a few items with points
Leaderboard:
assigned and we will keep track of the progress as
1. Wil (31 points)
we go. This will be going for the whole year so
there is plenty of time to catch up if you fall behind. 2. Michaela (18 points)
3. ???? (Will it be you?)
(Helpful Hint) Although I will be asking for a few
items each month, there is no expiration date so
feel free to look through past issues of the newsletter to get the items you
have missed. This game is from January 2021 until November 2021 so the
winner will be announced in the December newsletter.
I hope you are able to join in the fun!
Here are this month’s items:
2. A King of Judah (2 points - Must be in the Southern Kingdom after Solomon before captivity)
3. A King of Israel (2 points - Must be in the Northern Kingdom after Solomon before captivity)
4. Verse about baptism (1 point) (Can have up to a total of 5 points at 1 point per reference)
(Please provide the scripture reference when you give Earl the answers.)

This month in Old Testament history
(Nisan - The Passover Month)

Nisan in the Hebrew and the Babylonian calendars, is the month of the barley
ripening and first month of spring. In the Hebrew calendar it is the first month
of the ecclesiastical year and the seventh month of the civil year. In the Torah
it is called the month of the Aviv. It is a month of 30 days.
Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That when you harbour bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Jesus said that the devil is the “Father of lies” (John 8:44)
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Phillis Jackson/Michaela Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey
This month’s question:
What is the name of the disciple who betrayed Jesus?
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A House Divided

“If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” Mark 3:5
“A house divided against itself cannot stand,” Abraham Lincoln said in his acceptance speech of his
nomination for the United States Senate. “Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further
spread of it and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of
ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike lawful in all the
states, old as well as new-north as well as south.”
Lincoln’s pursuit of the equality of peoples eventually brought his defeat in the Senate election.
Lincoln responded to his downfall philosophically:”...and though I now sink out of view and shall be
forgotten, I believe I have made some marks which will tell for the cause of civil liberty long after
I am gone.” Lincoln certainly didn’t “sink out of view”! He left marks not only upon our country but on
the whole world. His gift to the United States was to heal those hurts that wanted to divide us, to
bring together those who had been at war.
Many of our families are divided and need to be healed and brought together. I had two aunts
(they were sisters) who hadn’t spoken to each other for 10 years because of some insignificant
verbal disagreement. They behaved like little children with small hurts who could not let their souls
confess their error. As I saw my aunts get older without sharing their later years in harmony, I
decided that I was going to be the peacemaker, even though I was 30-plus years younger than
they were. I was able to arrange a family gathering where both attended. After a short time
together in this setting, they began to open up and talk to each other. By the end of the evening
they had made amends. Because of this reuniting, they were able to enjoy the last 15 years of their
lives together as sisters.
Maybe you have division in your family. As today’s Scripture reading states, “If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.” If we stay divided we know what the outcome will
be-collapse of the family unit. You become the healer of your divided home. It will take much prayer,
patience, and conviction, but in the end you’ll discover that a united house has many blessings.

“By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through
knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” Proverbs 24:3-4
You be the one to restore your house with a rare and beautiful spirit.

Devotion taken from “15 Minutes Alone With God” by Emilie Barnes

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org
Calendar of Events - March 2021
Sun

Mon

Prayer - 9:30am Daily Scriptures
Coffee - 9:45am are given for us
S.S. - 10am
in anticipation
Worship - 11am of the sermon

1
2 Kings 19
7

8

Tue

Pray for FCC
reminder to
Midweek
pray for our
Bible Study
church every
for all ages
Tuesday
(5:30pm)
2
3
Pray for FCC
Jer 25:1-14

15

Psalm 79

Psalm 89:1-18

16
17
Pray for FCC
Isaiah 35

21

Jer 25:15-38

9
10
Pray for FCC
Jeremiah 31

14

Wed

22
Matthew 4

28
29
(Palm Sunday)
Fellowship
Meal after
Matthew 8
Worship

Matt 11:1-18

30
Mark 11

Mission of
the Month:
Johnson
University

4
Jer 50:1-28
11
Ps 89:19-37

18

Fri

Sat

Elders meet as
All events
needed. For
subject to
questions, see
change if
Frank or
needed
Marvin
5
6
Jer 50:29-46 Lamentations 4
12
Ps 89:38-52

19

Matt 12:33-42 John 20:19-31 Luke 7:18-35

23
24
Pray for FCC
Luke 1:1-17

Thu

13
Lamentations 5

20
Hebrews 2

25
26
27
(John 6:22-59)
Newsletter
John 6:1-21
Submissions John 12:1-19 Lk 19:28-44
Due
Weekly
31
(April 1)
bulletin will
No Midweek
Maundy
have the most
Bible Study
Thursday
current
Service - 6pm
information
John 9
(John 11)

