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Footprints 

WILL EASTER BE CANCELED? 

 I have grown up in church, and this month will be my 45th year of Easter, and 

I don’t remember ever having a question about whether or not Easter will happen.  

Now that we have been shut in for an indefinite amount of time, we are faced with 

the question that I thought we would never have to ask.  All I can say is that no, 

Easter will NOT be canceled!  It can still be celebrated no matter where we meet.  

Even if we are meeting online from our homes, we can still celebrate Easter. 

 

Check this out: “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors     

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” (John 20:19) 

Seems like we are reenacting the very first Easter by being locked in 

our homes!  Happy Easter! 

 

 

I LOVE our Church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 



P A G E  2  F O O T P R I N T S  

What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 



P A G E  3  F O O T P R I N T S  

In a society where the church is no longer enjoying the benefits of being the home team, it is    
critical that we make sure our spiritual health is good.  The best way to ensure a spiritually healthy 
life is to talk to God everyday through prayer and let Him speak to us through the Bible.  To help 
us with our spiritual health, I am providing a weekly prayer emphasis along with scripture readings 
based on Mark Moore’s book “Core 52.”  In his book, he provides 52 passages that make up a core 
of Bible knowledge for Christians.  By reading these passages, we can raise our Biblical IQ and 
strengthen our foundation that will help us withstand the storms of life that come our way. 
 
Week of April 5: 
 - Prayer Emphasis: Those who do not understand the Gospel 
 - Core 52: 
  + Read 1 Kings 3, 10-11 
  + Memorize Proverbs 1:7 
  + Meditate on Deuteronomy 10:12; Ecclesiastes 12:13; 
  James 1:5 
 
Week of April 12: 
 - Prayer Emphasis: Those with a shallow understanding of God 
 - Core 52: 
  + Read Exodus 7:14-11:10 
  + Memorize Isaiah 53:5 
  + Meditate on Leviticus 17:11; Romans 6:23; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
 
Week of April 19: 
 - Prayer Emphasis: Those with many struggles keeping them 
 from God 
 - Core 52: 
  + Read Matthew 3; Luke 4 
  + Memorize Jeremiah 31:33-34 
  + Meditate on Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 
  Hebrews 9:14-15 
 
Week of April 26: 
 - Prayer Emphasis: Those who are growing in the Lord 
 - Core 52: 
  + Read Daniel 3, 6 
  + Memorize Daniel 7:13 
  + Meditate on Isaiah 9:6; Mark 14:62; Hebrews 2:6 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer." 

Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

Weekly Prayer Emphasis and Core 52 Scripture Readings 

“Pray for FCC” 

For 2020, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special     

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 

The word “Meditate” 

basically means to  

reflect on the passage 

and dig deep to find 

the application for 

your life. 

Mark Moore’s book 

“Core 52” provides other 

material to help with 

the weekly scripture 

readings.  For those 

who are interested,  

contact Earl for more 

information. 
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TAKE CARE OF THE CHILDREN 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

 

Jesus was the ultimate pro-family leader.  He continually 

gave special attention to children.  During one incident 

He was greatly displeased when His disciples hindered 

people from bringing their children to visit Him        

(Mark 10:13-14). 

 

The wise and successful corporate leader will do all       

he can to take care of the children - his, those of his     

employees, and if his products are used by children,     

his customers.  Among the most important and           

productive things a corporate leader can do for the    

children of his employees is to do all he can to see that 

mothers and fathers spend time with their children.  A 

corporate executive has only so much control here.  

There is no way he or she can mandate quality time with 

the kids even if plenty of time off is allowed.  However, a corporate executive can be sure that 

families and children are not shut out and shut off by the kind of demands placed on mothers 

and fathers.  Managers can create a climate that honors and promotes balance. 

 

There are lots of ways companies can let their employees know that their children are             

important to their employers.  These range from big things such as company-sponsored college 

scholarships for the children of employees to small things such as recognizing the achievements 

of children in the corporate newsletter.  Nothing angers the public more than a business that is 

not mindful of its responsibilities to children.  Just ask those hapless executives who tried to pass 

off colored water as apple juice.  A major children’s food company with an honored brand 

name was practically wiped out and several of its executives fined and imprisoned when they 

sold what was basically colored water, calling it apple juice for children.  Both the public and 

the courts come down hard, as they should, on any business or businessman seen to be         

exploiting children.  Remember what Jesus did.  “He took [The children] up in His arms, laid His 

hands on them, and blessed them.” (Mark 10:16) 

 

PAY YOUR TAXES 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

One of Jesus’ most remembered statements is: “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Luke 20:25).  This is not only a pithy saying,   

but it also provides clear instruction for us.  Among other things, it means that we are to pay 

our taxes.  I know of no one who enjoys paying taxes - personal or corporate.  Enjoyment is   

not the issue.  Obedience is.  Obedience to the law of the land, as well as to God’s law.  I am   

always amazed by the number of stories in the Wall Street Journal about both individuals and 

companies virtually ruined by not paying their taxes.  These managers are usually highly         

educated, with batteries of accountants and tax attorneys at their beck and call.  Yet they       

deliberately try to get away without paying taxes.  They get caught, and their careers and  

sometimes their lives are ruined.  Some serve prison sentences. Get the best tax advice available.  

Don’t pay any more taxes than you have to.  But pay all that you owe.  You will sleep better. 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION  
 

“Thomas Campbell (Part 3)” (Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church) 
 

(From the competition paper written by Earl in 2009) During the time the Chartiers Presbytery was 

sentencing Thomas Campbell, he was organizing a movement that would unite all of the ministers 

who were no longer interested in the sectarian strife that was present in the Presbyterian Church.  

This organization became known as the “Christian Association of Washington,” and on August 17, 

1809, they drew up a formal constitution.  Along with the constitution, the Declaration and        

Address was drawn up to express the intentions of the Association.  

Although the Declaration and Address was designed to bring the Bible to the head of the church, 

and create unity among the churches like in the days of the Early Church, there were still groups 

that misunderstood the intent, so they accused Thomas Campbell of creating another division with 

a new creed to follow.  The main sources for these accusations came from within the Chartiers 

Presbytery, and a misrepresentation of the movement was created in the Manual of the United 

Presbyterian Church.  

In this manual, the Declaration and Address is set up to be the call of Thomas Campbell to have  

fellow ministers joining with him on the “Simple platform of the Bible,” and according to the     

manual, was not successful at creating unity.  Instead, the manual records that another sect was 

created, and it was causing trouble with the Baptists as well as the Presbyterians. 

This unfair assessment of the Christian Association of Washington is a typical response in today’s 

church when faced with the argument that the Restoration Movement is in itself a denomination.  

Unfortunately, this argument often goes unchallenged because of insufficient evidence to the    

contrary.  However, careful examination of the documents would reveal the spirit of the          

movement, and the focus of the plea for unity.  There is truth in the fact that churches unified in 

the Restoration movement could be viewed as a denomination, but the denomination would not 

be man-made since the ruling council happens to be the “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” also known 

as the Triune God. 
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CAN YOU THINK OF 5 PEOPLE YOU CAN REACH? 

 When I served as a youth sponsor several years ago, we 
had something called a “High Five” card which had blanks for us 
to write 5 names of people we could invite to church.  This is a 
good idea for us today.  Who are the five people in your life?  
Can you pray for them now? 

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 

One of my favorite activities when at home is watching birds eat out 
of a feeder in the yard.  I remember my Granny having a big feeder 
in the yard for the bigger birds and a small plate on the porch with 
diced pecans for the smaller birds.  When I became a Boy Scout, I 
put a bird feeder outside of my bedroom window so I could earn 
the merit badge for bird watching. 
 
Now that we have been sitting at home, I put a bird feeder outside 
of our living room window to go with Michael’s hummingbird   
feeder she has hanging from the roof.  Those birds must have been 
watching me because it did not take long before our eyes were on 
the sparrows that were eating!  The Wee Ones loved being able to 

see the birds eating and I enjoyed sharing stories about my Granny and identifying the birds as 
they showed up.  We had the sparrows and then a Carolina Wren.  Eventually, Mocking Birds and 
Cardinals came to eat and then we saw Cowbirds.  Those birds are typical for this area so it did not 
surprise me to see them at our feeder.  A few days later, I got to see a bird that I have not seen in a 
while, a Goldfinch.  Birds like that are few and far between and a welcome addition to the normal 
birds that show up. 
 
Feeding the birds was a cheap, easy way to bring the family together for a project.  All we had to 
do was set up the food and they came to eat.  This is similar to how church can be. 
 
There are times when we can get so focused on bringing people to the church that we forget the 
purpose for why we exist.  The church exists so God’s people can come together and get fed while 
they feed others.  We gather to worship the Lord and hear from Him through the study of His 
Word.  After enjoying a spiritual meal from the church, we are able to feed others. 
 
Unfortunately, Bible study is becoming less of a priority for many churches as they look for ways to 
attract people who can fill the pews.  This is a tragic mistake that can cause the reverse effect.  If 
you bring people in to fill the pews without teaching them how to be part of the church, you can 
end up with people filling the pews instead of being the church.  That is why I will never place the 
Bible on the back burner no matter how tempting the latest church growth gimmick can be. 
 
In world that is starving for the truth that comes from God, we need to provide food so they can 
eat.  If we provide the food, the people will show up to eat.  And just like the Goldfinch that 
showed up at our bird feeder, we may be pleasantly surprised when we see the people we 
thought were not interested show up for a spiritual meal. 
 

“(16) All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, (17) that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work.” - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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The Major Prophets: Daniel 
(Several sources used each month) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
Named after its writer, Daniel’s book is a product of his time in 
Babylon as a Jewish exile from Israel. While still a young man, 
Daniel travelled to Babylon with a group of young Israelite nobles, men of promise whom       
the conquering power felt could be of use in service (Daniel 1:3–4). Once Daniel arrived, the 
leadership in Babylon renamed him Belteshazzar in an effort to more closely identify him with 
his new home (1:7). Daniel lived there throughout the Jews’ seventy-year captivity (1:21; 9:2), 
eventually rising to become one of only three administrators over the provincial governors 
throughout the kingdom (6:1). 
 
Daniel recorded his experiences and prophecies for the Jewish exiles during his time in the   
Babylonian capital, where his service to the king gave him privileged access to the highest levels 
of society. His faithful service to the Lord in a land and culture not his own makes him unique 
among almost all the people of Scripture—Daniel stands as one of the only major figures in the 
Bible to produce a completely positive record of his actions. 
 
The Babylonians exiled the group containing Daniel and his three friends—best known by    
their Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego—to the cultural center of the their 
empire, the city of Babylon, in 605 BC. This move was part of the first of three deportations (605, 
597, and 586 BC) carried out by the Babylonians in Israel after they subdued Jerusalem and the 
unfaithful King Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:36–24:2). The teenaged Daniel found himself in the midst 
of a strongly polytheistic religious culture, meaning he had ample opportunities to fall into error. 
However, he stood firm in his faith among the Babylonian people on several significant mat-
ters—including dietary regulations and worship practices (Daniel 1:8–16; 6:6–12). 
 
What's the big idea? 
The book of Daniel stands as a unique mix in the Old Testament, for while it begins with history, 
it makes a strong transition at chapter 7, where it contains visions of future events significant to 
the Jews. In particular, Daniel 9:24–27 gives a meticulous timeline of when Israel’s Messiah 
would appear and the events that would follow. 
 
In both the historical and the prophetic sections, Daniel presents a strong case for the absolute 
sovereignty of God, even over a multiplicity of self-absorbed foreign powers. This theme of     
sovereignty occurs on numerous occasions, including Daniel’s deliverance from the lions’ den, 
his friends’ rescue from the fiery furnace, and the future arrival of the Ancient of Days to save His 
people from the forces of evil (Daniel 3:23–30; 6:19–23; 7:9–22). 
 
How do I apply this? 
Daniel and his God-fearing friends were forced to live in Babylon, far from home and far from 
the land their Lord had promised them. Later in the book, Daniel prophesied of terrible trials still 
to come in the Promised Land (Daniel 11:31). Whatever the trial was, though, it was always the 
result of sin. Have you ever endured the weight or consequences of sin and felt as though God 
had left you behind, that He had stranded you in a world far from the comforts associated with 
home? The book of Daniel paints a portrait of how to serve God faithfully in the middle of such 
a world and how to persevere in hope even with no immediate solutions to the problems that 
get us down. 
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This month’s Church myth: “Meeting in homes makes the church more Biblical” 
 

Thanks to the coronavirus and the government telling us to avoid large gatherings, we are forced 

to worship the Lord from our homes.  Worshiping from home has caused this month’s myth to  

become a topic of discussion again.  Among my preacher friends, there are some who support the 

idea of having worship at home while others prefer to have a church building where the people 

meet.  And as discussions continue, there is the one guy who brings up the idea that those who 

meet in homes are more Biblical than those who meet in church buildings. 

 

Those who think that way usually bring up the fact that the early church met in homes according 

to the many references in the book of Acts.  Unfortunately, they are only half right and that causes 

confusion as some people think that meeting in homes makes the church more Biblical.  This is a 

myth because the truth is that the church met in homes and other places too. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, the Disciples were together in one place, and the Holy Spirit showed up.  

After Peter preached the first Gospel sermon, 3,000 souls were saved.  The first church became a 

mega church after the first sermon!  A little farther down, we see the following verses: 

 

 “(46) And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 

they received their food with glad and generous hearts, (47) praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

- Acts 2:46-47 

 

Did you notice where they were meeting?  They attended the temple together and broke bread in 

their homes.  Sounds like they did both gather in a large group and spend time in smaller groups.  

This was the pattern until the persecution drove them to meeting in secret which is why they 

stayed in homes and graveyards in order to keep from getting killed.  Why don’t we have anybody 

wanting to meet in a graveyard today?  I digress. 

 

My point is that meeting in homes does not make the church more Biblical but it does give us a 

way to keep the church alive and well while waiting for the opportunity to come back to the  

building for worship.  That is what the early church did.  When the persecution ended, they          

returned to meeting in public places while keeping the home meetings too.  It was not an “Either 

or” situation.  They did both.  We should do both too.  We should come together in public places 

for worship and meet in smaller groups for spiritual growth and support. 



Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 
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The Ultimate Sacrifice (Karena Mason) 

 

 Many individuals celebrate Easter incorrectly. Society has created a profit-focused version 

of this holiday, celebrating the Easter Bunny, Easter egg hunts, and candy; many do not know 

the true meaning behind it. 

 

 However, we as Christians know that the true meaning of Easter lies in Jesus Christ’s    

resurrection, subsequent to his crucifixion and burial. Easter is a time for us to remember and 

meditate on the ultimate sacrifice: God sending His only son to give His life for our sins. We all 

are imperfect humans, and we deserve the punishment that was due for our sins. But Jesus 

chose to suffer in our place! He spent 30 years on this earth in preparation for this sacrifice. 

When it came time for His crucifixion, He was treated like a criminal. He was beaten, spit on, 

taunted, and made to carry His cross through the streets of Jerusalem, all the way to Golgotha. 

Roman soldiers pierced Christ’s hands and feet with nails into the cross, placed a crown of 

thorns upon His head, and hung him to die among actual criminals. After suffering on the cross 

for three days, Jesus breathed His last breath. He was then laid in a tomb, and three days later 

He rose again! Many did not believe it to be true, but those with the strongest faith believed. 

 

 Since Christ gave His life for us, we can now freely live in grace and forgiveness! So this 

Easter, let’s spend the entirety of the day remembering Christ’s gift to us; the gift of salvation. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” – John 3:16 

A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 22 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She    

attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping 

people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication. 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

The church in Laodicea was accused of being lukewarm. (Rev 3:16) 

Winners:  Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Steve Skinner 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Phillis Jackson 

This month’s question: 

Who was the father of Jonah? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 
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The Father, My Friend 
“The Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God..”  - John 16:27 

 
Alyssa survived a less-than-ideal childhood. Her dad jumped from job to job. As a result, the family often struggled      
financially. Dad demanded more than was reasonable from Alyssa, especially when he himself was under pressure.      
And he drank too much. 
 
Alyssa never doubted Dad’s love. Still, she sometimes envied her friends and their more stable families. 
 
The year Alyssa turned 24, she met Melanie, a Christian. Over time, the Holy Spirit used Melanie’s witness to create faith 
in Alyssa’s heart. Alyssa loved Jesus and found deep comfort in Jesus’ love. But when Alyssa read passages about God 
the Father from the Bible, she cringed. Hard as she tried, she never quite overcame this reaction. 
 
Alyssa is not unique. None of us has enjoyed a perfect childhood. All of us know people whose parents had issues with 
drugs, mental health, or self-control. Maybe your own family did. Maybe when you think of God the Father or try to pray 
to him, you wince. 
 
If so, Jesus’ words in John 16:27 are just for you! 
 
“The Father himself loves you.” 
 
When our Savior assures us, “The Father himself loves you,” the word for love he uses is the word for close friendship. 
The sentence could be translated, “The Father himself is your friend.” It’s a tender word, a whispered word, a word of 
invitation, of comfort, of peace. 
 
Elsewhere in the New Testament, the word translated as love is usually the word for commitment, for self-sacrifice. It 
describes love as a decision to act in the best interests of the beloved. But here, Jesus describes a love of warmth and 
affection. 
 
The Father himself is your Friend! Do you really believe that? You can! Your heavenly Father’s love for you is not sterile. It 
is far, far from clinical. It is the love of a Friend, a very best Friend! It is an active love. This love welcomes, forgives, and 
rushes to defend you when you are in any kind of need. 
 

Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women 

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney) 
 

 I've learned.... 

That money doesn't buy class. 
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HOLY WEEK PRAYER WALK AT HOME 
This Prayer Walk is designed to help us begin a time of reflection on Thursday or Friday that 
should last until Sunday.  If you are able, use a separate room for each prayer station. 
 
Station 1 - Garden of Gethsemane: Scripture: Matt 26:47-56; Mk 14:43-50; Lk 22:47-53; Jn 18:1-12 
 
 Pray: Jesus was a threat to the world and Christianity is still a threat today.  Pray that we 
remain bold in our faith and firm on our foundation which is the Word of God. 
 
Station 2 - Before Annas: Scripture: John 18:12-24 
 
 Pray: Annas was one of the leaders who lost money when Jesus overturned the tables in 
the Temple, and this was part of the motivation for the arrest.  Jesus was taking a stand for the 
Lord and now He is on trial.  Pray for those who are on trial for preaching Jesus in countries 
where Christianity is illegal.  Also, pray for those who preach here in the United States that they 
will continue to boldly proclaim Jesus every week. 
 
Station 3 - The Sanhedrin: Scripture: Matt 26:57, 27:1; Mk 14:53, 15:1; Lk 22:54, 66-71; Jn 18:24 
 
 Pray: Being accused of something He didn’t do, Jesus remained silent and endured the   
injustice for our sake.  One of His closest friends, Peter could not handle the heat so he denied 
knowing Jesus.  Pray that if we are faced to endure injustice for the sake of those less fortunate, 
we will remain strong and trust God.  Also, if we are ever faced with a difficult situation just       
because we are Christian, pray that we will remain faithful to our identity and acknowledge     
that we know Jesus. 
 
Station 4 - First time before Pilate: Scripture: Matt 27:2, 11-14; Mk 15:1-5; Lk 23:1-5; Jn 18:28-38 
 
 Pray: As the trials continued, Jesus remained silent because the accusations were false.     
He did nothing to hurt His situation and Pilate was convinced that He was innocent.  Pray that  
we can remain silent in the face of opposition and only respond when needed.  That can keep    
us from harming the name of Jesus and help us take the high road. 
 
Station 5 - Before Herod: Scripture: Luke 23:6-12 
 
 Pray: Jesus showed amazing restraint during the trials.  Pray that we can have that same 
kind of restraint if we are ever faced with a trial that tests our faith. 
 
Station 6 - Before Pilate again Scripture: Matt 27:15-26; Mk 15:6-15; Lk 23:13-25; Jn 18:39-19:16 
 
 Pray: Jesus impressed Pilate in the midst of the chaos and torture.  Pray that we will have 
an inner peace that will impress others and show them that God is with us during trials. 
 
Station 7 - The Crucifixion: Scripture: Matthew 27:32-60; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:17-30 
 
 Pray: It is hard to imagine what Jesus went through because we have never experienced 
anything close to that kind of torture.  He did this as an innocent man because He did not want 
us to suffer.  Our sin made us guilty, and we deserved everything that Jesus went through. 
Thank God that He chose to give us grace instead! Pray a thanksgiving prayer for the most     
beautiful gift of salvation. 
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MY FAMILY BORN IN APRIL (Michaela Winfrey) 

Wow, I can’t believe it’s already April! You know, I have three family members whose birthday is in 
April. April 4th is my Paw-paw’s birthday and he is going to be 1,000,000,000,000 years old! Okay, 
I might be joking…okay, I am DEFENITLY joking! He is going to be 73 this month. And on the 13th, 
my annoying brother (JK!), Wil, he is going to be 12! And last but not least, my Daddy is going to 
be 45 years old on the 25th. It is kind of funny to think that my Paw-paw, dad, and my brother 
were all born in April. 
 
Along with having the same birthday month, there is something else they share, Scouts. My     
Paw-paw was in scouts and he achieved the Star rank. My dad almost made it to Eagle when he 
stopped at the Life rank. Now my brother has crossed over from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts, and his 
goal is to get every merit badge that exists and earn the Eagle rank. 
 
My Paw-Paw, Jesse Winfrey, was born on April 4, 1947. He joined the Navy and served on an     
aircraft carrier, a big ship that carries the planes (Like on the movie Top Gun). After serving in the 
Navy, he got married and had 4 kids, one of which is my Daddy of course. Paw-Paw had 8 grand-
children until my brother Eli got married last September.  Eli’s wife Casondra is now considered 
one of Paw-Paw’s grandchildren bringing the total to 9. 
  
My dad, William Earl Winfrey Sr. was born on April 25, 1975. He joined the Air Force and was 
learning how to work on the planes when his service was no longer needed. Before he became a 
preacher, he worked as an electrician and had other jobs along the way. He has been a preacher 
for 11 years. 
 
My brother, William Earl Winfrey Jr. was born on April 13, 2008. Our nickname for him is Wil      
because my dad is called by his middle name, Earl. Wil is in the Boy Scouts, and he recently   
earned his Arrow of Light which is the Cub Scout equivalent to the Eagle rank.  
 
Well, that’s all of my family that was born in April. In September, I will be introducing the members 
of my family who were born in that month. Anyways, thank you for reading, and please, Stay Safe 
and Don’t Forget to Wash Your Hands! Many prayers for you guys as we fight the covid-19 virus. 
Many prayers and stay safe!!!!! 

EASTER IS HERE! (Wil Winfrey) 

Easter is here! And I can’t wait for this COVID-19 thing to be over. It has been kind of boring    
staying at home when we are supposed to be at church. Anyway, as most people know, I’m    
turning 12 on April 13th, but my mommy does not like the fact that I am growing up. However, 
you cannot stop kids from growing up; neither can you stop the sun from setting. Like physically 
growing up, you can grow in your faith and changes happen. 
 
My faith is growing too. When we were living in Mountain City, GA, I used to sit in the pews   
working on the mazes in the Children’s bulletin while my Dad was preaching. After moving to 
Greenwood, I began taking notes during the sermon and working on the mazes later. This is a 
sign that I am growing up spiritually and when I got baptized, I began my spiritual journey with 
Jesus because I am now saved.  Spiritual growth, like physical growth is a lifelong process, and if 
we are not growing, we are not living.  Last December, I gave my first communion meditation  
and now I just delivered my second one.  As I continue growing, my understanding of the Lord is 
getting better, but it will never be complete until that day when we make it to heaven. Until then,  
I will cherish the birthdays because that means I am getting another year older physically, and 
more mature spiritually. 
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