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Welcome to our newslet ter!
WARM WEATHER IS COMING!
March is upon us, and the weather should start getting warmer now that
Spring is just around the corner.
“In spring, the axis of the Earth is increasing its tilt relative to the Sun, and the length
of daylight rapidly increases for the relevant hemisphere. The hemisphere begins to
warm significantly causing new plant growth to "spring forth," giving the season its
name.“ (Wikipedia website)
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When the sun shines on the earth for longer periods of time during
spring, life returns as the plants start to grow again. In the same way,
when we allow the SON to shine on our church, life will return as our
church begins to grow again.

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

Weekly Prayer Emphasis and Core 52 Scripture Readings
In a society where the church is no longer enjoying the benefits of being the home team, it is
critical that we make sure our spiritual health is good. The best way to ensure a spiritually healthy
life is to talk to God everyday through prayer and let Him speak to us through the Bible. To help
us with our spiritual health, I am providing a weekly prayer emphasis along with scripture readings
based on Mark Moore’s book “Core 52.” In his book, he provides 52 passages that make up a core
of Bible knowledge for Christians. By reading these passages, we can raise our Biblical IQ and
strengthen our foundation that will help us withstand the storms of life that come our way.
Week of March 1:
- Prayer Emphasis: Music Ministry
- Core 52:
+ Read Job 1-2
+ Memorize Psalm 1:1-3
+ Meditate on Psalm 37:4; Philippians 3:1; 1 Thes 5:16
Week of March 8:
- Prayer Emphasis: Children/Youth Ministry
- Core 52:
+ Read Psalm 22, 110, 118
+ Memorize Psalm 2:7
+ Meditate on Psalm 22:1; 118:22-29; Revelation 19:15
Week of March 15:
- Prayer Emphasis: Discipleship
- Core 52:
+ Read John 10
+ Memorize Psalm 23:1-3
+ Meditate on Ezekiel 34:3-4; 1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Peter 2:25
Week of March 22:
- Prayer Emphasis: Evangelism
- Core 52:
+ Read John 5-6
+ Memorize Psalm 110:1
+ Meditate on Matthew 16:16-18, 22:41-46; Acts 2:34-35
Week of March 29:
- Prayer Emphasis: Missions
- Core 52:
+ Read Acts 3-5
+ Memorize Psalm 118:22
+ Meditate on Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 21:33-46; Acts 4:11

The word “Meditate”
basically means to
reflect on the passage
and dig deep to find
the application for
your life.

Mark Moore’s book
“Core 52” provides other
material to help with
the weekly scripture
readings. For those
who are interested,
contact Earl for more
information.

“Pray for FCC”
For 2020, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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BE FAIR TO ALL, GENEROUS IF APPROPRIATE
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
In our company, we have sometimes failed to reward
one person sufficiently for fear of what some other
employee might think. The reasoning goes this way:
“If we give Bill the bonus he really deserves, Max will
hear about it and be upset that he didn’t get one.” Max
was being paid all that he had been promised and had
not performed as exceptionally as Bill. If we were being
fair to Max, we shouldn’t worry about what he thinks of
Bill’s compensation. To do so is to cheat Bill out of his
rightful reward.

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Jesus taught this principle clearly in the parable about
the landowner who paid the worker he had hired last
(who had worked a much shorter time) the same as
those who had worked all day. When confronted about
this by one who had worked all day, the landowner replied, “Friend, I am doing you no
wrong… Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.
Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am
good?” (Matthew 20:13-15). Be fair to all. Be generous when generosity is merited.

BE A RISK TAKER
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
Anyone who thinks Jesus would advocate only a stodgy, ultraconservative business philosophy
has never read or understood the parable of the talents as recorded in Matthew 25:14-30. In
this famous and forceful story, Jesus describes how a man going away on a journey entrusted
sums of money to his workers to handle for him while he was away. He entrusted the most
money to the ones with the most ability. Those who invested the funds and multiplied them
earned the man’s praise. However, the one who buried the funds entrusted to him and
returned only the amount he was given received the man’s wrath.
The lesson of the parable is that we are to multiply our assets by investing them wisely. Jesus
clearly knew that there are risks involved with investing, but the servants who doubled the
money entrusted to them are put forth as good examples to us all. The servant who buried the
money entrusted to him was called “wicked” and “lazy.” He was told that the least he could
have done was to put the money on deposit in a bank so it could have earned some interest.

LET YOUR RESULTS SPEAK FOR YOU
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
At one point John the Baptist sent his associates to ask Jesus a key question, the most important
one he would ever ask. It is recorded in Luke 7:20, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for
another?” Jesus could have responded indignantly but instead, He let His actions speak for
Him. When questioned, we should not respond defensively, we should let our actions speak for
us. After all, actions speak louder than words.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“Thomas Campbell (Part 2)” (Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
Continuing Contributions:
1. Thomas continued to preach and teach throughout Ohio and Kentucky, and then back
to Pennsylvania. Between 1817 and 1819, he made several preaching tours to Indiana.
2. He assisted his son Alexander in teaching at Buffalo Seminary (In Alexander’s house).
In 1843, he was semi-retired although he continued teaching at Bethany college in WV.

3. He died on January 4, 1854.
The Declaration and address of the Christian Association of Washington, PA:
1. Created by Thomas to represent the purposes and objectives of the association.
2. This was not designed to be a creed, and they had no intention of creating a church.
3. The Brush Run Church started after the Presbyterian Church rejected the association.
4. Declaration and Address had 4 parts:
Declaration: A few pages explaining the origins of the association
Address: Further description of the divided state of Christendom in 13 propositions

Appendix: Longest section with answers to objections and further clarification of goals
Postscript: Written 3 months later containing a proposal for a periodical publication

When writing the Declaration and Address, Thomas Campbell had frustrations with the
many splits and fights in the Presbyterian Church. Most of these fights were not even understood
by the ones fighting, so Thomas Campbell decided to work on using the Bible as the authority to
settle issues in regard to church structure, and membership. In his Declaration and Address, He
lays the foundation for others to stand up for the unity of the church based on the Bible alone.
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CAN YOU THINK OF 5 PEOPLE YOU CAN REACH?
When I served as a youth sponsor several years ago, we
had something called a “High Five” card which had blanks for us
to write 5 names of people we could invite to church. This is a
good idea for us today. Who are the five people in your life?
Can you pray for them now?

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
(This month’s article was originally written in 2015 as a blog post)
When parents make church optional for their children, they are
sending out a message that God is not as important as He should
be in their lives. And when God is not a priority, the family suffers.
The problem is that the church has been separated from God as if
you can be part of one without the other. However, the church is
the bride of Christ, and because God uses the marriage analogy, the
2 have become 1. What God has joined together, let no man tear
apart! We cannot accept Jesus if we reject His Bride.
This is the point where the critics of the church come out to tell
us that the church is not a building. The church is a family of believers who meet together on a
regular basis. While I agree that the church building is not the point, it is hard to deny that passage
in Hebrews about meeting together as the church. If the church is not meeting in a building on a
regular basis, where are they meeting?
The argument about the church vs. the church building is a red herring that bogs down the
discussion and causes us to miss the point. Whether we meet in a building, a home, a school
cafeteria, a store front, or the side of a highway, the point is that when we meet together,
church happens, and this should NEVER be OPTIONAL!
By nature, we are a relational species. Even the extreme introvert longs for somebody to talk to at
times when loneliness rears its ugly head. We crave relationships, and this is by design because
God is a relational God. We are built for relationships, and that means we need a group to belong
to which is why God created the church. The church is an essential part of a healthy spiritual life
and when it is missing; our kids will fill the void with a counterfeit. That counterfeit could be a
group of friends who may or may not be the best influence for their lives.

We are a relational species, and we are also a worshipful species.
We have been created with a desire to worship something or someone, and this is the highest
level of love and devotion. Why do you think God told us to worship Him only? If we are the
Bride of Christ, the highest level of our love belongs to Him. We can love our spouses but we are
not allowed to worship them. Our worship is reserved for the Almighty because He is the only
One worthy of a higher level of love than what we give in a marriage. That is why we need to be
careful when deciding who or what we worship.
Do we really want our kids to decide who to worship if they are not old enough to decide
who to marry? Some decisions are not meant for children because they are not old enough to
handle them.
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The Major Prophets: Ezekiel
(Several sources used each month)
Who wrote the book?
The book of Ezekiel takes its title from the priest of the same
name, son to a man named Buzi. Ezekiel’s priestly lineage shines through in his prophetic
ministry; he often concerned himself with topics such as the temple, the priesthood, the glory of
the Lord, and the sacrificial system. Ezekiel 1:1 tells us that the prophecy began “in the thirtieth
year.” Scholars usually consider this a reference to Ezekiel’s age, making him about the same age
as Daniel, who was exiled to Babylon nearly a decade earlier. Like many priests of Israel, Ezekiel
was married. But when his wife died during his prophetic ministry, God prevented Ezekiel from
mourning her in public as a sign of Judah’s lack of concern for the things of God.
(Ezekiel 24:16–24)
Ezekiel lived among the Jewish exiles in Babylon at a settlement along the river Chebar called
Tel-abib (Ezekiel 3:15), less than one hundred miles south of Babylon. The invading Babylonians
brought about ten thousand Jews to the village in 597 BC, including Ezekiel and the last king of
Judah, Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:8–14). Ezekiel’s prophecy began a mere five years into his time at
Tel-abib (Ezekiel 1:2), and he continued to prophesy among the people for at least twenty-two
years (29:17). Because he spoke to a people whom God had exiled due to their continued
rebellion against Him, a majority of Ezekiel’s message communicates judgment for sins.
What's the big idea?
God didn’t exile the Israelites primarily to punish them. God never has been nor is He now
interested in punishment for punishment’s sake. Rather, He intended the punishment or
judgment in Ezekiel’s day as a means to an end—to bring His people to a state of repentance
and humility before the one true God. They had lived for so long in sin and rebellion, confident
in their own strength and that of the neighboring nations, that they needed God to remind
them of His holy nature and their humble identity in a most dramatic way. After centuries of
warnings, prophetic messages, and invasions, God decided that more significant action was
required—He had to remove the people from their promised land.
How do I apply this?
Ezekiel’s entire prophetic ministry centered around the small exiled community at Tel-abib, a
people uprooted from their homes and livelihoods living out their days in a foreign land. Can
you imagine the feelings of disorientation and confusion that accompanied these people?
Even though many of the exiles were directly engaged in the sinful behavior that led to God’s
judgment, that would not prevent them from wondering why all this was happening to them.
We sometimes find ourselves in that predicament as well, asking “Why, Lord?” and waiting in
silence for the answer. The exiles had to wait five years for God to send Ezekiel, and when God
did, His prophet had a message that the people likely didn’t want to hear: God is the Lord of
heaven and earth, and the judgment the people were experiencing was a result of their own
sin. The book of Ezekiel reminds us to seek out the Lord in those dark times when we feel lost,
to examine our own lives, and to align ourselves with the one true God.
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This month’s Church myth: “Making church optional encourages independent faith”
(To address this myth, I am sharing part of an article I wrote for my blog in 2015)
“We want our children to choose for themselves whether or not to go to church.”
As we continue the theme of quotes that are often used, the above quote comes in various forms.
The main idea behind this quote is that parents want their kids to develop their own faith in God,
but the dangerous side effect is that kids could end up turning away from God before getting to
know Him first.
I seriously doubt that a Christian family would support the idea of a child rejecting God, but this
could be the result of making church optional.
I realize that this may be considered an extreme position since the popular way of thinking is that
our children benefit from having the freedom to choose what is best for their lives. But I would
not be writing this article if I did not believe that this is something we need to think about. While a
child’s freedom to choose is certainly a worthy goal to work towards, there are some decisions
that belong to parents. For example, a child should not have the freedom to choose whether or
not to go to school because most of the time, if given the option, they will not choose school.
Their minds need to develop before they can understand that an education is good for them.
Another example would involve choosing who to marry. It is a fun game to play marriage and
while I was growing up, I had plenty of “wives” around me, but I have a hard time believing that
my parents would have allowed me to walk down the aisle with the wife of my choosing when I
was still in elementary school. Of course, if I had the freedom to choose whether or not to go to
school, I would not have been in elementary school!
Some decisions are not meant for children because they are not old enough to handle them.
Going to church should fall into this category too. When parents make church optional for their
children, they are sending out a message that God is not as important as He should be in their
lives. And when God is not a priority, the family suffers. The problem is that the church has been
separated from God as if you can be part of one without the other. However, the church is the
bride of Christ, and because God uses the marriage analogy, the 2 have become 1. What God has
joined together, let no man tear apart!
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Created in God’s Image (Karena Mason)
In Genesis chapter 1, we read about God creating the universe, the planet we live on, the plants
and animals that inhabit Earth, and the process of creating humans. Genesis 1:27 says, “So God
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He
created them.” God wanted us as humans to mirror His image, so that He may shine through
us in this life we have been given. Unfortunately, many of us – including myself – tend to take
our lives, and the way that He specially created us, for granted.
At some point or another, we will wish that we looked different, acted different, or just wish that
we were a different person altogether. However, we ought to spend our days rejoicing in the
qualities God has given us! He made each of us unique and special, and He made us all different
on purpose! If we all looked, acted, or had the same talents as each other, the world would not
be the same! The Bible tells us that God created each of us differently, so that we can fulfill each
part of the Body of Christ. Our bodies function most efficiently with two arms, two legs, ears, a
mouth, and so on. Each person in the Body works together to complete tasks, and to take care
of each other. We each have our own talents and spiritual gifts, which were crafted in the image
of God Himself. When we live like Christ, we embody His attributes and look more like Him.
And when we live more like Him, He shines brighter in our lives. So the next time you look in
the mirror, don’t pick out your insecurities and the things you wish that you could change.
Instead, lets see God in our reflection.

“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He
created them; male and female He created them.” – Genesis 1:27
A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 22 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Peter was warming himself by a fire when he denied Jesus a second time. (John 18:25)
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Steve Skinner

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey
This month’s question:
Which church did Jesus accuse of being lukewarm?
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Best Friends Forever
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity..” - Proverbs 17:17
It is hard to read the Old Testament and not see Jesus on every page. Perhaps, though, no Old Testament passage
describes the promised Savior more simply and more warmly than Proverbs 17:17.
Of course, we recognized the truth of these words in our human relationships. All of us have experienced the genuine
care of friends, especially in times of trouble. Sadly, most of us have also endured the pain created by “fair-weather
friends,” people who feigned friendship for a season and then walked away when we most needed them..
We also recognize that even sincere friends cannot always help. Other people have their own lives to live. Circumstances
sometimes prevent promise keeping. Death separates the best of friends-even couples who have shared 40, 50, and
even 60 years of marriage.
Keeping all this in mind, the fuller meaning of Proverbs 17:17 becomes clear. The only Friend who loves at all times, the
only Friend who can love at all times, is our Friend, Jesus. The only Friend who sticks with us in every adversity is our
Brother and Savior, the Lord Jesus.
This truth becomes even more precious when we remember Jesus loves us even when the pain we endure is self-inflicted.
He could justly abandon us, leaving us to live in the messes we have made. But he does not! Instead, he whispers words of
true and never-ending friendship to our hearts:
“I will never leave you nor forsake you..” - Hebrews 13:5
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” - Isaiah 43:2-3
No sine is too great, no number of sins are too many to be swept away by the flood of grace that flows from Calvary’s
cross. Likewise, no problem is unsolvable, no pain unbearable, when we remember that Jesus stands by us.
Jesus is our Friend at all times. Jesus is our Brother in all adversity.

Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That life is like a roll of toilet paper.
The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
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We are excited to have a Youth Sunday this month! On
the 5th Sunday, March 29, Chris Crawford will be joining
us to preach a sermon while Wil gives the communion
meditation, and Michaela leads the singing. Please plan
to attend so we can encourage them!
We are also excited to welcome The Redeemers of
Faith to our church on Sunday, March 29 at 6:00pm
and we will have an ice cream social after the concert.
We are giving a love offering for this concert so
please feel free to help us support this group.
For more info, check out their website: www.theredeemersoffaith.org
In Bad Girls of the Bible: And What We Can Learn From Them, Liz Curtis
Higgs examines the lives, situations, and personalities of ten Bad Girls
from the Bible. She argues that many women may not connect as well
with the Good Girls of the Bible, like Ruth, Mary, and Esther, because
earthly women are sinful and mess up from time to time. The Bad Girls of
the Bible give women who have their own pasts to deal with examples
of what to do or not to do in their own lives. Higgs argues that while
women can learn from the Good Girls, they can also learn from the Bad
Girls of the Bible as well.
In this book, Higgs chooses ten Bad Girls to focus on. Some of these
women play prominent roles in the Bible, while others are barely
mentioned. Yet, Higgs argues that they each have something to teach
the modern woman about what not to do, as well as how to live a better
life in Christ. Higgs includes the following Bad Girls: Eve, Potiphar's wife, Lot's wife, the woman at
the well, Delilah, Sapphira, Rahab, Jezebel, Michal, and the sinful woman. She identifies each of
them as being bad to the bone, bad for a season, or bad for a moment.
Blurb was taken from bookrags.com

Beginning Thursday, March 19 @ 6:45pm, Michael is going to lead a Women’s Bible Study using
the book and DVD from Liz Curtis Higgs. Michael is excited to share this book that has made a
big impact on her life and she is sure it will be useful for the women of our church. Feel free to
invite your friends to this study. The books will be provided by an anonymous donor so no
worries about how much it will cost!
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SPRING IS HERE! (Michaela Winfrey)
Ah, the fresh air, cool spring breeze, and the beautiful flowers are my favorite parts of spring!
Speaking of favorites, one of my favorite passages from the Bible is 2 Samuel 22:1-7. I love it
because it talks about God protecting David from his enemies. Here are the verses:
(2 Samuel 22:1-7), “(1) And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day
when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. (2) He
said, ‘The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, (3) my God, my rock, in whom I take
refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save
me from violence. (4) I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my
enemies. (5) For the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of destruction assailed me; (6)
the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. (7) In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I called. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry came to his
ears.’”
These verses give me goose bumps every time I read them! I love the way David talks about God
protecting him. God is our rock and our fortress, and He saves us from our enemies.
As winter is ending and springtime is beginning, we should look at the beautiful flowers, the birds
in the sky, and grass so green that it is pleasing to our eyes.
Spring is a time when the plants come back to life after winter. In the same way, God restores us
after we have gone through the wintry trials of life. Happy spring!

GOD IS IN CONTROL (Wil Winfrey)
Spring is coming up and the flowers are blooming, the tornados are raging, and all the while that
this is happening, God is in control. You know we often forget about that. I’m glad that God is in
control and therefore we shouldn’t be afraid, and yet we are afraid. Why? We know that Jesus is
in control. So why are we afraid? We could be afraid because we think that God left us high ‘n’
dry during the tough moments, but in reality, He is there with us in the good times and the bad.
We need to remember that.
In Matthew 8:23-27 the disciples and Jesus were in a boat and a great storm came and frightened
the disciples and they woke Jesus and they said “ Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said
“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” And then He calmed the storm. We should be asking
this ourselves. What do we have to fear? The answer is nothing! We have nothing to fear thanks
to Jesus. And we should remember that fact when the storms of life come our way.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT
Every 2nd Saturday, we have a game
night at the church. We start at 6:00pm
and end when we are finished playing.
Feel free to bring snacks to share and…
Invite your friends to come with you!

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC
(864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org
Calendar of Events - March 2020

