
Volume 5, Issue 9 
September, 2019  Welcome to our newsletter!  

Footprints 

First Christian Church 
Greenwood SC 

...where strangers become family 

DID SUMMER BREAK EVEN HAPPEN? 
 

It seems like it was just yesterday when the school year was 

ending and we were beginning our summer.  It has been an 

exhausting summer with plenty of fun stuff happening, and 

now we are facing the school year as it began.  Now the kids 

are busy working on their studies while the parents are busy 

taking their kids from place to place.  If they are involved in 

after school activities, there is a good chance they might not 

get to eat supper until after the sun goes down.  In the midst of all of this busyness, 

we need to make sure we don’t lose sight of what is most important. 

 

We need to plan some down time so we can relax and reset our     

focus on the Lord.  This should be a time to pray, sing, read, or just be 

still and know that God is there. 

I LOVE our Church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

2019 THEME: 



P A G E  2  F O O T P R I N T S  

What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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FP#38 (9/2) - To keep the theme of school going, I would like to focus on the different clubs that 
are part of the schools’ extra-curricular activities.  The Good News Club is a church sponsored Bible 
Study that meets once per week in order to help the students stay grounded.  There are other 
clubs too such as Fellowship of Christian Athletes that accomplish the same purpose.  I would like 
to encourage all of us to pick a school and find a list of the clubs that are at that school and pray 
for those clubs this week. 
 
FP#39 (9/9) - On the anniversary of the 9/11 attack, we will need to pray for those who lost    
loved ones.  Even though it has been many years since 2001, the memories that come every     
year bring fresh pain that can overwhelm the people.  We should also take this time to pray for  
our first responders. 
 
FP#40 (9/16) - Student athletes are carrying a double workload because they are in school trying 
to make the grade and then they go to the practice field after school to make the team.  No matter 
what sport they play, it is not easy trying to commit to both school and sports and then excel in 
each.  Let’s pray for the student athletes in our circles of influence.  Perhaps they could use a word 
of encouragement too! 
 
FP#41 (9/23) - Along with student athletes, there are many students who have to work after 
school.  They are also carrying a double workload because of trying to balance work and study.  
We should pray for them this week and offer a word of encouragement when we see them in our 
favorite places. 
 
FP#42 (9/30) - Student athletes, working students, and those involved with music are some of the 
hardest working, motivated students in the school.  We should pray for those who are in band 
and chorus whether it is in the school our outside the school in the community.  Again, if we know 
somebody, we should offer a word of encouragement too! 

Wisdom of the Wee Ones 

Wil - “We could end up in hell if we don’t change our ways.” 
 

Michaela - “We should be thankful for what God has given us.” 
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GET GOOD LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

A misconception many people have, and one I had for 

many years, is that Jesus traveled around Palestine,      

fulfilling His plan, with only a small band of followers.  

This is erroneous.  A careful reading of the Gospels      

reveals that a significant number of people accompanied 

Him.  As we learned earlier, at one time He sent out     

seventy men, two by two, to test them in the field.  There 

is no reason to think the seventy included everyone who 

was with Him at the time.  There could have been many 

more. 

 

Several passages in the Scriptures refer to “many      

women” who were with Jesus’ traveling company and 

who followed Him all the way to Jerusalem and to His 

death on the cross.  We know in another instance there 

were 120 of His followers gathered in a large room. 

 

Now Jesus was devoting His time to teaching, doing the essential work only He could do.  Not 

once do we read of Him dealing with the enormous logistical operation that must have been 

necessary to meet the needs of His people.  This, of course, is ripe with lessons for us.  First of all, 

it is absolutely essential that managers not get bogged down in logistical details.  I know of a 

CEO of a multinational company who allowed himself to get involved in choosing desks for  

secretaries, allotting office space for very junior people, and other minutiae.  This not only drove 

his people crazy, it kept him from doing the things only he could do.  Jesus did not get involved 

with details.  He used His staff for those.  Jesus did the things only He could do.  Don’t get 

trapped into handling small details.  Make sure you are as free as possible to do the things only 

you can do - the things you were placed in your position to do and the things upon which you 

will be judged. 

 

LEARN A LITTLE HUMILITY 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

The image of the insufferably arrogant business executive is too close to reality for comfort.  In 

my own career, I have seen examples of unbelievable arrogance on the part of top business  

executives.  I am sure I have displayed an unseemly amount myself.  I have also seen this         

arrogance come back to haunt those who came to believe in their own invulnerability.  A few 

years back, one of the legendary despots of the publishing industry finally, after years of       

abusing subordinate and lesser lights in his industry, got his.  His bosses got fed up with his    

arrogance and summarily dismissed him.  As the Wall Street Journal said, “He still doesn’t get it.”  

This guy’s company was making money.  He was lionized in many quarters, but his arrogance 

caught up with him.  Now he is history. 

 

You would think in a business as volatile as television, even the top executives would know how 

precarious in their perch.  Don’t fall into the trap of arrogance.  Not only is it unseemly, it is bad 

business.  One way to combat it is to keep a picture in your mind of Jesus Christ, God’s perfect 

son, kneeling before ordinary men, his own disciples, washing their feet. 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION  
“Barton W. Stone (Part 1)” (Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church) 

 

Early Life:  

1. Born December 24, 1772 (Died in 1844) at Port Tobacco MD, to John and Mary Warren Stone 

(Family owned 16 slaves, south averaged 4, indicates upper-middle class family) 

2. Family was associated with the Church of England where Stone was sprinkled as an infant 

3. After Stone’s father died in 1779, they moved to VA just north of the NC border (Stone recalled 

how as a lad he watched his older brothers leave home to fight in the Revolutionary War, and he 

also heard the sound of artillery only 30 miles from his home.  He developed a dislike for the British 

and anyone who supported them.) 

 

Education: 

In 1790, Stone attended David Caldwell’s academy in Guilford County near Greensboro, NC 

(This was a Presbyterian “Log College” which is a typical one-teacher frontier school much like 

home-schooling. Graduated in 1793 and wanted to be a lawyer, but changed his mind.) 

 

Conversion: 

1. After the Revolutionary War and before college (Youth), Stone heard Baptist and Methodist 

preachers (No rules, they bashed each other from the pulpit) 

2. While at the academy, Stone was somewhat convicted and troubled by the preaching of a      

visiting evangelist and revivalist, James McGready (2nd Great Awakening) who vividly portrayed 

heaven and hell 

3. In February, 1791, Stone heard John Blair Smith, president of Hampden-Sydney College, preach 

on a Sunday morning.  The message gave him a measure of hope and joy. (Unfortunately, he 

heard McGready again that night, and this threw him into depression because the sermon was 

about self-deception.)  

4. William Hodge was a young New Light Presbyterian at Caldwell’s school.  Stone heard his     

message on the love of God for sinners. (Stone experienced conversion) 

 

To be continued next month ... 
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR REACHING YOUR NEIGHBOR 

 
(Colossians 4:2-6 ESV) “(2) Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving. (3) At the same time, pray also 
for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare 
the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison 
(4) that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 
(5) Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. (6) Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” 
 
 * Get to know the person you are talking to (What do they know?) 
 
 * Choose your words wisely (Think about what you are saying before you say it!) 
 
 * Watch your tone of voice (You don’t have to shout for the person to hear you) 
 
 * Keep your ears open (You have 2 ears and 1 mouth for a reason) 

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 
 

I am a preacher who is also a scholar.  I am a scholar who is also a 
preacher.  Sometimes, those two worlds collide and I come face to 
face with somebody who thinks his way is the only way and if we 
don’t agree with him, we must be reading something wrong.  It 
happens often and when it does, I just shake my head because his 
teaching may have many great points but that attitude makes me 
want to throw out his entire book. 
 
The problem is that everybody wants to have unity based on the 
truth which is in God’s Word, but it is hard to accomplish when so 
many people disagree on exactly what that truth is.  We tend to find 

something that satisfies our need for understanding and we run with it.  We run with it and then 
run over anybody who tries to stand in our way.  Instead of welcoming opposing views so we can 
grow stronger in our own knowledge, we shun those who dare speak against our conclusions, 
and that opens the door for false teaching to rear its ugly head. 
 
Sometimes, having the right answer does not do any good because of the attitude of arrogance 
we have with that right answer.  We claim that anybody who opposes our interpretation is wrong 
and they do not take the Bible seriously because they don’t see it the way we see it.  This works 
against us when we try to reach across the borders and into the main stream of churches known 
as denominations.  To be fair, some of them are just as guilty from their side especially when they 
lean so heavily on part of the Bible while neglecting the rest of it.  Some would make statements 
that if you believe in the Word, you will understand what it is saying, but they fail to understand 
the meaning of Acts 2:38, Romans 6, and others that point to a more active process for salvation 
than the prayer that is so popular today. 
 
How can we prevent such arrogance when we study the Bible?  I read a good suggestion from a 
book earlier today.  He said that we should picture the creator of the universe bowing down in 
front of His disciples washing their feet.  We should love knowledge but love people more! 
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Books of Poetry: Proverbs 
(Several sources used each month) 

Introduction 
Proverbs, like Psalms, names multiple individuals as the authors of 
its various sections. Solomon was uniquely qualified to serve as 
the principal author for this book of wise sayings. In fact, Solomon 
identified himself as the source of most of the book. His name appears at the beginning of   
three distinct sections—Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1—covering almost all of the first twenty-nine 
chapters of the book.  The final two chapters identify Agur (30:1) and Lemuel (31:1) as their   
authors, though the identities of these men remain mysterious in history. 
 
The composition of Proverbs remains one of the most difficult questions about the book. Its 
strong association with Solomon means most of its contents were completed prior to his death 
in 931 BC. Clearly the book stayed in the southern kingdom of Judah, as Hezekiah’s men      
compiled more of Solomon’s proverbs in Proverbs 25–29. This indicates that the book was     
likely in its final form sometime before the end of Hezekiah’s reign in 686 BC. 
 
Why is Proverbs so important? 
Proverbs accomplishes something no other biblical book does: it simply compiles numerous 
short instructions for living an effective life on earth. While other books articulate profound    
theological truths, lengthy narratives of triumph and failure, or prophetic preaching to a          
disobedient people, Proverbs concerns itself completely with instructing people in the path of 
wisdom. The writers of the book recognized the varied circumstances of a person’s life and    
provided principles to apply in a variety of situations rather than instructions to follow in only     
a few specific instances. 
 
What's the big idea? 
Proverbs states its theme explicitly very early in the book: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). The fear of the Lord refers to our viewing Him with the respect  
He deserves. It means living our lives in light of what we know of Him, holding Him in the    
highest estimation, and depending on Him with humble trust. Only then, Proverbs teaches,     
will we discover knowledge and wisdom (see also 9:10). 
 
Solomon hoped that his readers would attain practical righteousness in all things and that      
we would do this by living our lives under the authority and direction of God. He specifically  
explained the book’s purpose in 1:2–6, focusing on imparting understanding that would impact 
every facet of our lives. Much of the book emphasizes listening to others so that we might learn 
from them and apply the combined knowledge of those who have gone before us—such as  
parents and elders—to the unique circumstances of our own lives (1:5, 8). Wisdom then involves 
appropriating a measure of humility, first before God and then before others. 
 
How do I apply this? 
Read it! Then live it! Proverbs contains some of the most applicable nuggets of truth in all of the 
Bible. Most of the proverbs are pithy statements brimming over with imagery from the real 
world. This approach allows us to see very clearly how any particular proverb might be applied 
to any number of everyday situations we encounter—from getting out of bed in the morning to 
building a strong foundation in our relationships with others. Proverbs reminds us that God  
concerns Himself not just with the big, cataclysmic events of life but even those mundane, 
“invisible” moments in our lives as well. 
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This month’s Church myth: “The Bible is not true unless everybody agrees...” 
 

This church myth is kind of annoying because those who want to reject God try to use this for a 

reason to not trust the Bible.  The idea that everybody must agree about what it says before the 

Bible can be declared as truth is absurd because the reader does not determine the validity of a 

books’ claims simply by agreeing with other readers.  They also cannot declare something to be 

false if the author told the truth when writing it.  The author is the one who determines the 

truth of what was written and since God is the author of the Bible, and God is true, the content 

of what He wrote through the Apostles and Prophets is true.  There is nothing false about the 

Bible even if we cannot agree about what it says. 

 

If this is true, why are there people who cannot agree on certain parts of the Bible?  The short 

answer is that we are humans trying to figure out what a supernatural being wrote.  Even 

though He used human authors, God was speaking from His heart and that is something we 

fail to understand because of our human limitations.  Some parts of the Bible are hard to agree 

on because we are dealing with spiritual matters, other parts are hard because we are trying to 

read a translation of something that was written thousands of years ago in a foreign language.  

We have come a long way in understanding what has been written, but there are still some 

parts that are debated among scholars. 

 

One example of this is the days of creation we find in Genesis.  Many people including myself 

believe that those days are 24 hour periods of time, but there are other Christians who believe 

that those days represent periods of development like the stages of evolution.  There is a legit 

claim using the original language but it takes some maneuvering to make it work.  However, 

even though we may disagree on what Genesis 1 really says concerning the days of creation, 

there is no reason to claim that the Bible is false and we should not accuse others of not taking 

God’s Word as the truth.  It is possible to believe a misinterpretation of scripture and still take 

God’s Word as the truth.  The problem is in our understanding of the text, not our belief that it 

is from God. 

 

Considering the fact that many hard to understand parts of the Bible are still being debated 

among scholars who believe the Bible to be true, I would say that this myth is busted because 

we don’t have to agree on everything in the Bible to believe the Bible is the Word of God given 

to us so we can learn more about Him.  We should study it and try to understand it to the best 

of our humanly limited abilities and have faith that God is still true whether we understand Him 

or not. 



Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 
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Reach (Karena Mason) 

If you’re an introvert like me, you probably have a hard time reaching out to people. You may 
keep to yourself in big crowds, you may not try to make conversation with people, and you may 
be crippled with the fear of being judged. I struggle with all of these traits on occasion. Being an 
introvert, I tend to struggle with making new friends. 
 
We just gained three new students in the college group I’m in (Catamounts for Christ) at WCU. 
Being the introvert that I am, I had a hard time making conversation with them. Instead of      
focusing on making them feel welcomed, I focused on myself, and how awkward I felt.  
 
As Christians, we are called to reach out to people. We cannot get caught up in our human    
nature; wanting to close people off when we feel uncomfortable. If we spend all of our time 
thinking of ourselves and not others, we can miss opportunities to make connections with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In order to better reach out to others we must first reach up to 
God. When we draw our focus onto our Creator, connecting with others becomes a simpler, 
and more joyous, experience. Coinciding with reaching up to God, we must also reach into   
ourselves. When we search our hearts and let God show us how to become better Christians, 
we are ultimately better at reaching out to those around us. As you can see, there is a lot of 
reaching that is a necessity for Christians. So reach up to God, reach into yourself, and reach out 
to God’s people.  
 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  – Hebrews 10:24-25 

A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 22 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She    

attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping 

people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication. 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Laban deceived Jacob by giving Leah as a wife instead of Rachel (Gen 29:25) 

Winners:  Steve Skinner/Michael Winfrey/Wil Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: Michaela Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

Which river was Naaman told to wash in to rid himself of leprosy? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 
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Made and Reclaimed 

 

“Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb:  I am the LORD, 

who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread our the earth by myself.”  

Isaiah 44:24 

 

The coffee shop in which I often write is in a building built more than a century ago.  When the   

current owners moved in, they reclaimed and repurposed much of the junk they found in the attic.  

That junk is now on display as art.  It hangs on the walls, sits in display cases, and sparks many an 

interesting conversation between customers and baristas. 

 

The history of that junk can be summed up in four words: Designed. Formed. Ruined. Restored. 

 

If we’re honest with ourselves, we must admit those four words describe our own personal history 

as God’s creations, too: 

 

 Our Creator formed us; He crafted us as His unique works of art.  From life’s beginning, we had a 

wonderful purpose.  Our existence was intended to honor Him. 

 We rebelled.  By rejecting the purpose for which we were created, we ruined our potential to live 

meaningful lives.  We walked away from the only authentic source of truth, beauty, life. 

 In love, God refused to let us go.  He rescued us in Jesus, our Savior.  He redeemed us in the 

cross of Jesus.  Even now, the divine Artist is at work, restoring in us the beauty of holiness He 

intended from the beginning. 

 

In Ephesians 2, Paul sums up this story, our story: 

 

“By grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ   

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

By grace...we are right now God’s workmanship, His work of art! Designed.  Formed.  Ruined.   

Restored. 

 

Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women” 

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney) 
 

I've learned.... 

That being kind is more important than being right. 
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On Saturday, September 21 

@ 8:00am, we will have our 

first Men’s Bible Study and 

Breakfast.  This will be a 

monthly event every 3rd   

Saturday in the Fellowship 

Hall and we welcome all men 

whether they attend our 

church or not.  The goal is to 

provide a place for men to 

gather no matter what church they belong to and eat a meal 

with fellow men while studying the Bible.  Together, we can work 

on being great men for the Lord!  Please let Earl know by 

Wednesday, September 18 if you plan to attend so we can make 

sure we have enough food for everyone. 

 

Sunday, September 29 is another 5th Sunday so 

we will have something special planned for that 

night at 6:00pm.  We will also have an ice cream 

social following the service.  Stay tuned for more 

details as they are confirmed! 

 

On Sunday, September 8, Earl’s oldest son 

Elijah (Eli) Winfrey will be getting married in 

Massena NY where he lives.  The Winfreys 

will be traveling up there so George Stewart 

will be preaching for Earl that Sunday.  

Please pray for them as they travel and for 

the happy couple as the day approaches! 

 



“Pray for FCC” 
For 2019, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special     

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 

F O O T P R I N T S  

"Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer." 

Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin) 

Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers: 
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music 
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher 
Marvin Bradley - Elder 
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds 
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music 
Youth who are serving in various areas 
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher 
 
Circle of Joy 
Cleaning Volunteers 
Landscape Volunteers 
Worship Service Volunteers 

Programs and Groups: 
Sunday School Classes 
Bible Study Classes 
Next Man Up Mentoring 
Youth Group Events 
Church-Wide Events 
Fall Festival 
Easter Egg Hunt 
5th Sunday Services 
Worship with Winfreys 

Churches Near Our Hearts: 
 
Abney Memorial Baptist Church (GWD, SC) 
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC 
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH) 
Lilburn Christian Church, GA 
Port Orange Christian Church, FL 
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC) 
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 
Tucker Christian Church, GA 
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC 

Missions: 
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home 
Crossroads Pregnancy Center 
Faith Home 
Greater GWD United Ministry 

 
GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry 
Magnolia Manor 
Models Academy (Gwd, SC) 

Campus Ministries: 
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina) 
The Shack (USC student ministry) 
 
Christian Colleges: 
Cincinnati Christian University 
Johnson University (Florida) 
 
Future Projects: 
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS 

Church Camps: 
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC) 
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA) 
 
Para Church Organizations: 
Spire Conference 
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines 

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org 






