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OH SAY CAN YOU SEE WHAT THE LORD IS DOING?
We are in the middle of summer and we have already
2019 THEME: experienced a full load of events and activities! The Wee
Ones had camps and our special “Whatever” Wednesday
events have been a hit. We also had visitors again so this is a
good sign that the Lord is still working through our church.
Now we just need to make sure we get to know those visitors
and work at getting them back for the second visit. If we can
form a friendship with these visitors, they will be able to see that we are not just
looking for people to fill the pews. We want to make friends and
help them see that the Lord wants them to be part of His family.

I
JESUS
Let’s have another great month for the Lord!
L
O
I LOVE our Church!
R
Earl Winfrey
Earl@fccgwd.org
D

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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FP#29 (7/1) - With the 4th of July holiday this week, we should take some time to thank God for
the freedom we enjoy here in the United States. Even with the problems we face from the White
House down to the local government, we are still blessed to be living in the greatest country in the
world! Let’s pray for God to heal our land and ask Him for guidance as we try to figure out what
we can do to help.
FP#30 (7/8) - The summer months are a busy time for youth groups in churches, and although we
don’t have an official youth group here, we still have children who are involved in many activities.
This week, we are participating in the VBS at the First Presbyterian Church so we should be
praying for them as we pray for our children too.
FP#31 (7/15) - With school being out for the summer, this is the best time of year for families to
gather and play. This is why we are having a cook out with games at the church this Wednesday.
We are giving our families and friends a chance to gather for the purpose of having fun and
getting to know each other. This will be a great time for all of us if God blesses us so we should
pray for Him to be there with us.
FP#32 (7/22) - The sermon series for the month has been about the Psalms. Each week, we have
been looking at a different Psalm and learning about why it was written. In each Psalm, we can
see a lesson for us to learn and be encouraged that we are not alone. The writers of the Psalms
experienced hard times in life and they trusted in the Lord to help them survive. We should follow
their lead and trust the Lord anytime we go through those rough spots in life.
FP#33 (7/29) - August is approaching and it won’t be long before the kids are back in school. Let’s
pray for the families as they wind down their summer and begin the process of preparing for the
next school year.

Wisdom of the Wee Ones
Wil - “The scariest path is often the right path to take.”
Michaela - “If everybody is special, nobody is special.”
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DON’T SUGARCOAT

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
Jesus told His disciples over and over about the terribly
difficult days ahead for Himself and for them. He didn’t
promise an easy path. Unrealistic expectations damage
leadership morale, perhaps as much as any negative
circumstance you can imagine. This is almost always
cited when a leader goes into an unproductive funk or
quits. “I thought it was going to be different” or “I was
told I would be doing something else” are statements
most often heard during an exit interview. Most people
can handle most situations when they have been
honestly prepared to face them.

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

When trying to recruit a new leader, it might be
tempting to paint an overly glamorized picture of the
position and of the church. Don’t do it. Obviously you
should present the position and the church in the best possible honest and realistic light, but
don’t oversell. Don’t overcommit. Don’t promise what you cannot deliver. You might gain
new leaders by putting on rose-colored glasses for prospects, but you will lose them pretty fast
when reality fogs the lenses. Certainly you should allow prospective leaders to see the possible
upside, but they should know as much as possible about what will be required of them to reach
the sunny climes of success. The ones you really want will appreciate the challenge and your
honesty. Let your leaders know exactly what lies ahead for them. Let them step up to the
challenge of tough times. Lead them into the future with their eyes wide open, ready to tackle
what lies ahead.

GET AWAY FROM IT ALL
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
Even with all Jesus had to accomplish during His short stay on earth, He still took plenty of time
off. He made sure He had time alone for prayer and reflection. He got His sleep. There were
times when everyone else was awake but Jesus was sleeping. As always, He is a great example
for us. It may seem politically savvy and the macho thing to be thought of as a go-go guy,
never resting, never getting away. But a well-rested leader always accomplishes more than a
tired, stressed out leader. Take your vacations. Real vacations. Ones in which you truly do get
away from the office.
My friend and partner, Donald Dell, one of the legendary high-energy, hard-driving executives
of our industry, always schedules a few weeks, spaced throughout the year, during which he
truly gets away. To remove even the temptation to “Check in,” he often goes to places where
there are no phones. He comes back refreshed, energized, and ready to get back into the
action with gusto. He learned the benefits of this kind of scheduling as a world-class tennis
player, captain of the United States Davies Cup Team, and veteran of marathon negotiating
sessions. Jesus valued time away, time alone. You should too.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
“The Church in America” (Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church)
European Influences:
Francis Bacon (1561-1626) Brilliant man – English lawyer, statesman, essayist, historian,
intellectual reformer, philosopher, champion of modern science. He espoused inductive
argumentation from observation and testimony. (Assemble all evidence and look at it to draw
conclusions: Context)
John Locke (1632-1704) was called “The Christian philosopher” by both Thomas and
Alexander Campbell. He wrote The Reasonableness of Christianity (1695).
(Stressed human reason but never said it was above the Word of God)
(If you want to be a part of the Church, do as the Scriptures say!)
Scottish Common Sense School of Philosophy: Thomas Reid (1710-1796) was the most
noted in this philosophy. He responded to the skepticism of David Hume (1711-1776). George
Campbell (1719-1796) developed the doctrine of testimony. (Credible eyewitnesses)
John Glas (1695-1773) Scottish Reformer, Minister of the Church of Scotland (1719), began
to stress separation of church and state, eventually denying the national covenants. His Principles:
Authority of the Scriptures, Local Church authority, Weekly Communion, Acappella only, Love
feasts each Sunday
Robert Sandeman (1718-1771) met Glas at the University of Edinburgh. His followers called
themselves the Church of Christ. His Principles: Foot washing on Sunday, No Creeds, No religious
titles, Holy Kiss
Greville Ewing (1767-1841) He left the Church of Scotland in 1798. He began the
Tabernacle Church in Edinburgh in Jan 1799. He became head of Robert Haldane’s seminary
in Edinburgh until 1808. In 1808-1809, Ewing assisted Alexander Campbell in his studies at the
University of Glasgow. Principles: Plurality of Elders, NT Authority, Deacons to care for the poor,
Weekly Communion
The Haldane Brothers: James (1768-1851) and Robert (1764-1842) led a Scottish
evangelical reform movement. Their Principles: NT Authority, Congregational authority,
Elders and Deacons, Weekly Communion, Believers Baptism by Immersion (1808)
Rupertus Meldenius (1582-1651) - Used Romans 14:1-15:2 as basis for the quote:
“In Essentials, Unity; in Non-essentials, Liberty; in All Things, Charity.”
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TYPES OF EVANGELISTS IN THE BIBLE
1. Peter’s Confrontational Approach: First one out of the boat,
made the Great Confession, preached the sermon at Pentecost…
2. Paul’s intellectual approach (Acts 17)
(Paul in Athens, met them on their level)
3. The Blind Man’s testimonial approach (John 9)
4. Matthew’s interpersonal approach (Luke 5:27-32) (Held a Banquet)
5. The Samaritan Woman’s invitational approach (John 4 “Come and See”)
6. Dorca’s service approach (Acts 9:36) “Always doing good and helping the poor”
Which approach fits you? You may have a combination of these approaches, but you will most
likely not have every approach as part of your personal style of Evangelism. We have to be sure
we stay true to ourselves if we are going to be the most effective when it comes to evangelism.

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
Once again, I have learned something from my yard. A few months
ago, I planted a Willow tree, Hibiscus, and a Gardenia bush, and
each one has been developing at its own pace. The Willow tree was
the easiest since it was already 5 feet tall when I purchased it. It has
been growing steady ever since I planted it, and there have been no
issues. The Hibiscus had a little trouble during a heat wave we
experienced and lost its leaves, but thanks to the rain, it is now
growing strong.
Unfortunately, the Gardenia bush had the hardest time adjusting to
our yard. About a week after I planted it, there was a cold snap that
caused me to remove over half of the bush. What remained continued to grow after the weather
warmed up, but the heat wave killed it. At least, I thought it was dead. After we had a few days of
rain, I noticed that there are some fresh leaves showing me that the bush is not done yet. I thought
about replacing it but as long as there is a sign of life, I will continue to water and feed it to see if it
will recover and flourish.
Now let's apply this to the church. The Willow tree represents the ideal church. This would be a
church that is planted and begins to grow without any issues. This type of church is a hidden
treasure that is hard to find. The Hibiscus is a little more common as it represents a church that
begins to grow but something happens and it stops for a while. More often than not, it begins to
grow again once it recovers from whatever happened.
The Willow tree is rare and the Hibiscus is a little more common, but I believe that the Gardenia
bush represents the typical church in today’s context. This is the church that struggles from the
beginning and remains dormant giving the appearance that there is no activity. Just like I thought
the Gardenia was dead, there is an assumption that the church will never grow. However, there
could be something going on that we are not aware of, and just like those fresh leaves surprised
me after the rain, God could be waiting for the right time to show signs of growth for the church.
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Books of Poetry: Job
(Several sources used each month)
Introduction
Job is the first of five books commonly referred to as
“The Books Of Poetry”. These include Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon. Called such because they
are written in poetic style in contrast to the narrative style of most other books, they are also
often referred to as “Wisdom Literature” (especially Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes).
Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) offered this concise summary of the five books:
1. Job - How to suffer
2. Psalms - How to pray
3. Proverbs - How to act
4. Ecclesiastes - How to enjoy
5. Song of Solomon - How to love
Background
Who wrote the book, and when? No one really knows. Jewish tradition attributes the
book to Moses, and other authors have been suggested (Job, Elihu, Solomon, Isaiah, Hezekiah,
and Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe). “All that can be said with certainty is that the author was a loyal
Hebrew who was not strictly bound by the popular creed that assumed suffering was always
the direct result of sin.” (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown) Because the author is unknown, it’s date
has been hotly debated among scholars. Some think it was written before Moses (pre 1500
B.C.). Others put it at the time of Solomon (ca. 900 B.C.), and some even as late as the
Babylonian Exile or later (post 600 B.C.).
The uncertainty of author and date does not nullify the book’s inspiration, for it is affirmed in the New Testament. Paul quotes from it on several occasions in his writings (cf. 1 Co
3:19 with Job 5:13; and Ro 11:35 with Job 41:11). For the Christian who accepts the inspiration
of the New Testament, such evidence is sufficient.
Even though inspired, are we to take the events described in it as historically true? There are
several reasons for believing that they are:
1. The style of the opening and close of the book certainly conform to other Biblical
narratives that are historical (cf. 1:1 with 1 Sam 1:1 and Lk 1:5).

2. In the book of Ezekiel, Job is mentioned along with Noah and Daniel, two other
figures of history (Eze 14:14).
3. James, the Lord’s brother, refers to Job as an example of perseverance (Ja 5:11).
It is common to suggest that the purpose of the book is to answer the age-old question, “Why
does God allow the righteous to suffer?” That is certainly the question Job raises, but it is worthy
to note that he himself never receives a direct answer. Nor is one given by the author, other
than to answer Satan’s challenge, “Does Job fear God for nothing?”. We are privileged to know
of the challenge of Satan, and that God allows Job to suffer in answer to that challenge, but Job
is never told of this. Therefore, a suggested purpose for the book is:
To answer the question, “How should the righteous suffer?”
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This month’s Church myth: “The Worship Service is not really worship”
This is an issue that pops up during discussions between leaders who are working on Sunday
morning. It is also something that gets thrown around in Facebook land when a person wants
to stop going to church and feels the need to justify skipping by saying that going to a worship
service is not true worship for the Lord. This is a close cousin to the myth that you don’t go to
church, you are the church. For this reason, I won’t go back into that part of the discussion.
Instead, I want to focus on the word Worship to see if we can have a better understanding of
what the Lord wants from us.
The word worship basically means to prostrate one’s self in homage to a royalty or God. That
being the case, anything we do that is called worship should be in the form of paying homage
to God either by physically lowering ourselves by bowing or kneeling, mentally by clearing the
mind of all distractions, emotionally by singing praises to set the mood, or spiritually by praying.
For this reason, instead of saying that the singing part is worship, I would call the service in
which the singing is performed the worship service. By calling the entire service a worship
service, we can conclude that everything happening inside it should be with a focus on the
Lord. Of course, there is the Hebrews 10:25 part of the service where we spur one another on
to good works, but that can be accomplished with maintaining an attitude of worship directed
towards God. We bond together when we worship God together, and that should encourage
us to serve together during the week.
As many people already know, the worship service consists of the elements we find in Acts 2:42
with some additions along the way. We add to the service in the same way the 2nd century
Christians added to the service. The problem is that there are times when our additions to the
service take away from the purpose of the service, and this is when we need to take a step back
and evaluate what we are doing. There is a dual focus of the service which is the edification of
the saints and the evangelism of the lost. Every worship service is conducted with the idea that
there are people present who need to get baptized, and that is why we have the invitation at
the end of the service. Even with the additions to the worship service, it is still worship as long
as the attitude is right.
With the understanding that the worship service requires the right attitude in order for it to be
true worship, I would say that this myth is busted because we are worshipping the Lord. And if
there is any doubt about it, we should remember that in Acts 13, the church in Antioch was
worshipping when they gathered for their worship service.
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Freedom (Karena Mason)
We live in a country that prides itself in the freedoms that we possess. These freedoms were
fought for by our founding fathers, and by soldiers at war; many are still being fought for today.
Freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and many others are jeopardized each day; these are
the freedoms that our Christian country was founded upon. Unfortunately, many forget to be
thankful for the freedoms we have. Many men and women through the generations have
fought and died in the name of freedom, out of selfless love for our country. And as we all
know, America has gone astray from its Christian values.
This can be compared to Christ giving his life as a ransom for our sins. Many individuals forget,
or simply do not care, about the great sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf. He did not have to die
on that cross, and yet He chose to out of selfless love for His children. He has given us many
freedoms in this life, including the freedom of choice. We are able to choose to follow God or
not, how we serve Him, the life choices we make, and so on. Sadly, many prefer to not follow
God and His commands. And yet He continues to let us choose anyways. We all stumble in our
walk with Christ, but He is always there to pick us back up, dust us off, and send us forward.
Without the freedoms that He has given us, we might not have a desire to seek Him and to
follow His commands. Just imagine the pure joy that God feels when we freely choose to follow
Him! Even though individuals in our country do not always appreciate the freedoms that we
posses, or honor God in the way we should, we as Christians ought to be an example for those
around us. So during this Independence Day season, lets take time to be thankful for the
freedoms that our founding fathers, and our Father in heaven, have given us.

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” – John 8:36
A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 22 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Elimelech died in Moab. (Ruth 1:3)
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Michael Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Phillis Jackson
This month’s question:
What was the name of Joseph’s master in Egypt?
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The Wounds of Friendship
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” Proverbs 27:6
Irma never minced words. Whatever came into her mind soon came out of her mouth. Over the
years, her words destroyed several treasured friendships. Irma didn’t care. At least, that’s what
she told herself. She took quiet pride in being forthright.
Have you ever befriended someone like Irma? If so, you know that human words can leave wounds,
deep wounds. Wounds like that take a long time to heal. In some cases, they may never go away.
This version of truth telling has little to do with the faithfulness of friendship described in Proverbs
27:6. If you have ever tried to avoid the kind of flattery mentioned there, if you have ever set out
to “speak the truth, in love” (Eph. 4:15), you know how hard that can be.
As a matter of fact, it’s nearly impossible for any of us frail, fault-ridden human beings to pull off
the faithful truth telling this proverb describes. Even in the best of circumstances, even when we
intend the best, our words often wound.
Consider the proverb, through, with our Lord Jesus in mind. The wounds of that Friend were truly
faithful!
“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:7
Jesus endured the cross, the pain, the wounds that were rightly ours. His wounds shout his love, his
faithfulness.
Other people, even close friends, may believe they have our best interests at heart when they
speak, but even then, their opinions may be faulty, their motives, mixed.
Jesus’ motives never, ever are! The Bible’s words are Jesus’ true and faithful words to us. This
Friend always tells us the truth. Sometimes that truth wounds us. We would rather not hear
about gaps in our obedience, lapses in our love. Jesus’ only goal is our ultimate good. His word leads
us to repent. He whispers reassurance of his forgiveness. He leads us to a faith that trusts.
Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women”

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That just one person saying to me, 'You've made my day!' makes my day.
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This year, we have a great
opportunity for VBS as we
are going to participate in
the “Roar” program at the
First Presbyterian Church.
Please see Earl for any
questions and forms to
register.
There is an adult class
too so we would like for
everyone to show up. The adult class will cost $15 each to cover
materials which will include a spiritual gifts assessment. We are
looking forward to having a great time with their VBS!
“Whatever Wednesdays” continues with a
cookout and games on July 17 at the church.
We will provide hot dogs from the grill and the
grill will be available for anybody who would like
to bring something else to cook for themselves.
We will also provide drinks. If you would like to help with
bringing something, please see Michael or Earl.
The following Wednesday will be dinner at Chick-fil-a and then
we will end the month with another visit to the splash pad. Bring
your friends and lets have some fun this month!

PAGE 12

FOOTPRINTS

"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin)
Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers:
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher
Marvin Bradley - Elder
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music
Youth who are serving in various areas
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher
Circle of Joy
Cleaning Volunteers
Landscape Volunteers
Worship Service Volunteers
Programs and Groups:
Sunday School Classes
Bible Study Classes
Next Man Up Mentoring
Youth Group Events
Church-Wide Events
Fall Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
5th Sunday Services
Worship with Winfreys

Churches Near Our Hearts:
Abney Memorial Baptist Church (GWD, SC)
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)
Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC

Missions:
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry
Crossroads Pregnancy Center
Magnolia Manor
Faith Home
Models Academy (Gwd, SC)
Greater GWD United Ministry

Church Camps:
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC)
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA)

Para Church Organizations:
Spire Conference
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines

Campus Ministries:
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina)
The Shack (USC student ministry)
Christian Colleges:
Cincinnati Christian University
Johnson University (Florida)
Future Projects:
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org

“Pray for FCC”
For 2019, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

