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Welcome to our newslet ter!
IT IS GOOD TO BE A MAN!

2019 THEME:

In a world where the traditional man is frowned upon, we need the
church to help us embrace manhood as God created it. Even though
our society is trying to tell us that we should be ashamed of our gender,
God has told us to be true to who we are and fulfill our purpose that
was given to us, being the head of the household and spiritual leaders
of our families. As the head of the household, we should be brave
enough to make the decisions that are in the best interest of our family
and be willing to experience the heat from those who disagree.

As the spiritual leaders, we should be showing our families what a Godly man
looks like. Our wives need to know that they married a Godly man. Our sons
need to know how to become Godly men, and our daughters need to know
what to look for when it is time for them to find a Godly man. Let’s take the time
to reflect on our lives and make sure we are doing what we can to be the real
men of God our families need us to be.

I
JESUS
L
O
I LOVE our Church!
R
Earl Winfrey
D
Earl@fccgwd.org

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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FP#22 (6/3) - When looking at the church calendar, the Day of Pentecost will fall on Sunday, June
9 this year. This date is chosen because of the time Easter was celebrated. For many churches,
this is a time to remember Acts 2 and the Holy Spirit showing up to help the Apostles get started
with preaching the Gospel. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the church was built and now we
are the ones who can enjoy the fruit of their hard work. For this reason, we should remember the
work that was done before us and figure out what our work is today so the future generations
can look back and see what we did to help build the church. Let us pray that when they research
our work in the church, they will find that we glorified God with our lives.

FP#26 (6/10) - Last week, I encouraged us to pray that the future generation will see that we
glorified God with our lives and helped make the church better than it was. How are we doing
with this? What can we do to improve ourselves so we can improve the church?
FP#27 (6/17) - Yesterday, we celebrated our fathers on a special holiday called Father’s Day.
Those of us who are fathers should take some time to thank the Lord for the day we had. Those
of us who had faithful fathers in our lives should thank the Lord for their influence and role in
making us who we are today. And we should all be praying that the next generation will
continue to grow with a strong faithful father figure leading the way. Whether it is a biological
father or a spiritual father, every child needs a positive male role model to guide them in the way
they should go.
FP#28 (6/24) - We had Mother’s Day in May and Father’s Day in June. Now we should focus on
the families and pray for them and thank God for the ones who are leading the way for the others
to find Him. Without faithful families pointing the community to Christ, the world is not going to
get any better.

Wisdom of the Wee Ones
Wil - “Heaven is the city where the sun never sets.”
Michaela - “My daddy is a teddy bear because
he gives good hugs and he is fluffy too.”
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WATCH YOUR TIMING
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
As you would expect, Jesus’ timing was always perfect.
It was never haphazard and always had significance.
Because His timing was so exquisite, each particular
event had greatly enhanced impact. It was no accident
that He timed His first public miracle to happen at a
wedding, thereby setting His seal on marriage and
emphasizing its importance. Timing His entry into
Jerusalem and His crucifixion and resurrection - both of
which happened during the Passover celebration - was
one of the most brilliantly played strategies of all time.

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

At Passover, Jews from every nation came to Jerusalem.
There they witnessed the amazing events triggered by
Jesus. More important, many of them were convicted of
their sin by the inspired and compelling preaching of
Peter and returned to their homelands as converts. Thus, when Paul and the other Apostles
began to fan out from Jerusalem to spread the Word, they found allies waiting for and
welcoming them. They didn’t have to start from ground zero in building local organizations.
Brilliant timing. Tremendous results.

Timing should always be a consideration in your corporate planning. Major announcements
should be timed for maximum impact. New products should be introduced at the most
opportune time. Where appropriate, tie them into significant anniversaries and public holidays.
Timing should also be a consideration in releasing the inevitable bad news every organization
has from time to time. When can you disseminate it to the public at the least cost to the image
of the corporation? Timing was key in the success of Jesus. Make it work for you too.

HANDLE CORRUPTION IMMEDIATELY
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
Warren Buffet, the legendary investor and chairman of Berkshire Hathaway, was more critical
of Solomon Brothers’ slowness in acting on knowledge of the bond-trading scandal within the
company than of the scandal itself. Evidently top management had known of the problem for
some time before they took the necessary corrective action. Waiting almost cost them the
company, and it exacerbated the damage. They could have profited by Jesus’ example of
dealing with the money changers in the temple in Jerusalem. When He observed the activities
of these extortionists and usurers in God’s house, He didn’t call for a committee meeting. He
immediately and forcefully drove the slime balls out. This is a powerful lesson for everyone.
We have not always followed this approach in our own company. Too often we have waited
too long when confronted with clear and irrefutable evidence of “bad people doing bad
things” within our company. We almost always could and should have acted sooner with a
much more positive effect. Jesus’ example is a forceful one, When there is clear, irrefutable
evidence of corruption within the corporation, move immediately to handle it.

PAGE 5

FOOTPRINTS

REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
Trying to Grow the Church (Earl Winfrey - Originally written as a blog post in 2017)
It is the typical conversation between Ministers. How is your church doing? How many are
showing up for Sunday morning? These questions are conversation starters that help us share
how we are doing with the churches we are called to serve. However, there are times when I
wonder if it would be better to remain silent. I love the fellow ministers in my circle of influence,
but some of them can cause awkward moments with their replies. When I am asked about my
attendance, I have no reason to lie, so I tell them that we are averaging 20 people each week, and
the response is almost the same every time. I usually get a pat on my shoulder and some encouraging words such as “Hang in there” and “It is hard to grow a church with 20 people,” but what
those people fail to realize is that I am not discouraged, and I am proud of our 20 people who
show up every week.
At this point, you might be expecting me to create a list of items that prove how we are just as
good of a church as the bigger churches. You might even be looking for some kind of statement
about how we are better because we are smaller. I’m sorry to disappoint those who think that
way, but comparing ourselves to our sister churches is a recipe for disaster. Our church was not
created to compete with other churches. We exist to evangelize and edify, to teach and to train, to
mentor and to mobilize the people so they can grow closer to God through learning the Bible and
serving the Lord.
Nowhere in the above description is there a requirement for us to be a certain number of people
before we can start being a church. There is no growth rate we need to maintain and no master
plan for expansion to accommodate the masses. I am not against strategies that help us grow the
churches, but I do have a problem with those who view such strategies as the only way a church
can survive. Don’t get me wrong. I look forward to the day when we have to build a bigger
building and hire more ministers. However, that is not my purpose as a Minister. My purpose is to
move people closer to God. How do I move them closer to God? I teach them the Bible.
Whether I am in front of 20 people or 20,000 people, my focus remains the same. I take what I
learned from the Bible and pass the information along to those who want to learn. It may be a
simple approach, but it works. Sometimes, we miss the simple answer because we are too busy
looking for the complex. When the church began in Acts 2, they were not concerned about half
the stuff the American church is concerned about, and they were better for it. Perhaps we should
learn from the Apostles and get back to the simple approach of teaching the Bible to those who
want to learn. It is so simple; it just might work!
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THE GREATEST COMMANDMENTS
Love God. Love Others. I have seen many churches use those
two phrases as a way to convey their purpose, but I wonder if
they back it up with their actions. If they love God, they would
show up for the events at the church and worship with fellow
believers on a regular basis. If they love God, they would study
the Bible and try to learn the message God has for them. If they truly love God, they would be
intentional about loving their neighbors. If they love their neighbors, they would reach out to
them and try to understand their situation. If they love their neighbors, they would find a way to
tell them about Jesus without being jerks. If they love their neighbors, they would help them
grow closer to God.
When Jesus reinstated Peter, He said “If you love Me, feed my sheep.” The sheep would be the
people in the church and those who are around the church who need to become the sheep.
How do we feed the sheep? We need to build up trust so the sheep will not run away when we
offer them food. We need to provide nourishing food when they do show up to eat. If we want
to feed the sheep, we need to provide a place where they feel safe and then they will eat the
food without worrying about what is going on around them. If we can find a way to feed the
sheep and the potential sheep around us, we will show that we love God and love others.

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
Choosing between growing in number or growing in the mind is an
exercise in futility. This is not an “Either/or” decision because both
are needed for the church to be healthy. We need to add people to
the church because we were told to reach out and make disciples.
We also need to finish the process of making disciples by teaching
those we reach so they can grow up to be contributing members of
the church. If we stop trying to grow in numbers, we will become a
closed group that has no connection to the community around us.
If we stop trying to grow in the mind, we will become a mile wide
and an inch deep with spiritual matters. We need to make sure we
work at growing up in Christ once we are added to the church.
How can a church be successful with both growing in numbers (Evangelism) and growing in the
mind (Edification)? There must be a way to bring people in and raise them up in the Lord. How
does a family accomplish this? When a baby is born, the parents will focus their attention on the
environment for that baby because the baby will need to feel safe and secure while adjusting to
life outside the mother’s womb. They usually provide a special room with a crib, changing table,
plenty of toys, and a rocking chair for holding the baby during feeding time and bedtime.
When the church brings in a newborn Christian, have they created an environment for that person
to feel safe and secure while adjusting to a new life in Christ? Have we given them a place to rest
and recharge (Crib)? Have we provided an area where we can help them clean up their lives
(Changing table)? Have we prepared a place where we can feed that person (Rocking chair)?
Making sure the church is ready to receive the visitors is just as important as getting the visitors to
show up. How can we be ready? We need to make sure we talk to the visitors and get to know
them beyond the handshake and handoff of the bulletin. We need to become their friends.
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History of Israel: Esther
(Several sources used each month)
Introduction
The book of Esther takes its name from the principal
character. The name is Persian and means “star.” The Hebrew
name of Esther was Hadassah (“myrtle”). In the English Bible, as in the ancient Greek
Septuagint, the book is the last of the twelve historical books. In the Hebrew Bible Esther is one
of the five Megilloth (“scrolls”) within the larger division known as the Kethubhim or “writings.”
Background

While several thousand Jews returned to Canaan in 538 BC, many more thousands
remained in settlements throughout the Persian Empire. Following the reconstruction of the
temple in the sixth year of Darius (515 BC) nothing more is hard of the Jews in Palestine until
the return of Ezra in 458 BC. Roughly in the middle of that fifty-eight year interval a serious
threat to the very survival of the Jewish people developed. The Book of Esther recounts how
that threat arose and how in the providence of God the threat was squelched. Chronologically
the events of the Book of Esther fit between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra.
Circumstances of Writing
The Book of Esther is anonymous. According to the Talmud, “the men of the Great
Synagogue wrote… the roll of Esther” (Baba Bathra 15a). This probably means no more than
that the book was edited under the scholars associated with Ezra. Josephus (Ant.11.6.1)
considered Mordecai the author. In the light of the very laudatory comments regarding
Mordecai in 10:3 his authorship is most unlikely.
The author clearly demonstrates an intimate acquaintance with Persian life and customs.
He probably had access to writings by Mordecai (9:20) and certain royal chronicles (2:23; 10:2).
The book probably was written shortly after the assassination of Xerxes in 465 BC (cf. 10:2).
In the Greek version of Esther certain additions to the book appear. These were added to
the canonical book during the intertestamental period in order to supply what some Jew of that
period thought was a glaring weakness. The canonical book does not mention the name of
God, nor prayer, nor anything explicitly religious. The additions total 107 verses which have
been inserted at six places in the book. These additions to Esther mention God’s name forty-two
times. These additions also allude to such standard Old Testament themes as the law, covenant,
prayer, sacrifice, the temple, and Jerusalem.
Chronology of the Book
The Book of Esther opens with a description of a national assembly called by the Persian
king Xerxes in the third year of his reign (483 BC). Esther was selected to be part of the royal
harem of Xerxes in the seventh year of his reign (479 BC). Most of the book (chs 3-10) focuses
on the twelfth year of Xerxes (474 BC). That was the year in which a plot to exterminate the
Jews was foiled.
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This month’s Church myth: “Men should not be washing dishes”
In honor of Father’s Day, I wanted to write about a general myth that can affect the ministry
too. This myth involves the role of men and women in the family which can also be part of the
reason why men and women often disagree on what is best for the church. Without jumping
into a lengthy discussion about women’s roles in the church, I would like to suggest that many
issues about women and ministry come from how they are viewed in the family.
Here is the myth concerning the family. Men should not be washing dishes because it is the
woman’s job to take care of the house. The men should be working and providing while the
women cook, clean, and care for the children. The support for this way of thinking comes from
Ephesians 5:22-33. The Apostle Paul says that the man is the head of the household and this
leads some people to the conclusion that being the head of the household means not having
to do the chores in the house. There is one fundamental flaw for this way of thinking.

The Bible never talks about who should be washing the dishes!
The day to day chores of the house was not the concern for Paul when he wrote about the
family and who is the leader. He did not write about women doing the chores while the men
go out and work. He wrote about how the men are to be the spiritual leaders of the family and
that means they are held accountable by God for how the family grows together and with the
Lord. In fact, it says that the husband should love his wife the way Christ loved the church and
gave Himself up for her. If the men want to be the leaders of their families, it might be a good
idea to get their hands wet and clean those dishes. For this reason, I would say the myth is
busted because it does not matter who does the dishes as long as somebody washes them so
they can be used for the next meal.

How does this affect the church? The women of the church are often reduced to teaching the
children and cleaning the church along with preparing the meals for Fellowship Sundays.
While those jobs are needed and women are usually the best qualified, there is no Biblical
mandate that says the women cannot do something different. There is a big need for women
in ministry and it does not involve the “Chores” of the church. There are spiritual needs of the
people that are better handled by women than men so it is good idea to make sure there are
women who can help. This does not mean we have to compromise our view on leadership in
order to open the door for women to serve, but it does mean we need to get rid of the foolish
notion that men are not supposed to do the “Women’s work” of washing dishes.
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Be Careful… (Karena Mason)
I remember, as I am sure you do, being taught to be careful from a young age. My parents
would say things like “Be careful playing outside”, “Be careful with that glass”, and now they say
“Be careful driving home”. Sometimes being told to be careful feels repetitive and unnecessary,
especially as we get older. But do we take the time to stop and think about why our loved ones
want us to be careful?
The Bible tells us to be careful in many ways. These include guarding our eyes, ears, tongue,
hands and feet. God instructs us to watch what we see, hear, say, and do because He desires for
us to avoid sin. He does not want to control everything we do in life, which is why He gives us
free will. However, if we take the time to stop and think before we act, we can better serve His
glory and follow His commandments. Though it sometimes seems as though God, our parents
and our loved ones do not want us to have a “good time”, they are merely trying to lead us
down a righteous path. A parent who does not love their child as Christ loves them will not
guide and direct them in the way they should go; this is why God guides and directs us.
Everything He does is driven by pure and undefiled love for each of us.
Growing up and becoming an adult is a challenge, just as growing in spiritual maturity is. But if
we will choose to follow the Biblical instruction of those who love us, with God’s instruction
above all others, we will surely live a more righteous life.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
– Proverbs 22:6

A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 21 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
A rich man entering the Kingdom of God is more difficult (Matt 19:24)
Winners: Michael Winfrey/Jeff Harbin/Steve Skinner

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Wil Winfrey, Michaela Winfrey, Frank Jackson, Phillis Jackson
This month’s question:
What happened to Elimelech in Moab?

PAGE 10

FOOTPRINTS

Woven
“You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.” (Psalm 139:13-14)
Artists who work in fabric have nearly limitless techniques available to them. Quilting. Collage.
Weaving. Embroidery. Trapunto. Patchwork. This list barely scratches the surface.
In recent years, the popularity of textile arts has simply exploded. From handbags to wall hangings,
artisans craft uniquely lovely designs. Each exclusive design whispers to our hearts, expressing much
about the imagination, skill, and care of the artist. Psalm 139 describes a different kind of artistry,
but artistry nonetheless: you wove me in my mother’s womb!
No one can mass-produce textile art-not without losing its soul. Neither does our Creator, our
heavenly Father, mass-produce His children. He weaves us, one by one. He never drops a stitch,
never makes a mistake. His artistry whispers to our hearts, expressing much about the
imagination, skill, and care of our Creator.
Each cell, each nerve, each vein, each little finger and each big toe, each earlobe, each eyelash-all
these and countless other details besides-demonstrates the meticulous care our Creator took when
He knitted us together. Perhaps though, like me, you sometimes find yourself wondering about all
that, doubting it even. Maybe when I was a newborn, maybe then the Lord’s artistry was
apparent. But today? Is that still true? Am I still “fearfully and wonderfully made”?
Yes! Yes! A thousand times, yes! Though we have often questioned our Lord’s intentions, criticized
His artistry, and acted in ugly ways towards those around us, we are still God’s unique creations,
precious to Him.

“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; He will rejoice over you with
gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with loud singing.” ( Zephaniah 3:17)
In Jesus and His cross, our Creator is also our Savior. He whispers words of forgiveness and love
over us, quieting our fears.
So listen! Believe! Rest in Him!
Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women”

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That when you're in love, it shows.
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We are excited to welcome The
Redeemers of Faith to our church
for a Sunday night concert! They
will be here Sunday, June 30 at
6:00pm and we will have an ice
cream social after the concert.
We are giving a love offering for
this concert so please feel free to
help us support this group.
For more info, check out their website: theredeemersoffaith.org
“Whatever Wednesdays” begins June 19 at
5:00pm with dinner at the splash pad. We will be
enjoying the splash pad at the Uptown Market in
Greenwood and everyone is encouraged to bring
their own dinner. We will NOT meet at the
church for this event. We will see you at the splash pad!
The following Wednesday, June 26, we will meet at “Off the
Hook” for dinner at 5:00pm. This is a seafood restaurant located
at 301 S Main St, Abbeville (Across from the Dollar General).
For Father’s Day, we will have a special moment
of thanks during the worship service. Please be
ready to share with us a special story or just say
“Thank you” for your father on this special day!
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"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin)
Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers:
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher
Marvin Bradley - Elder
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music
Youth who are serving in various areas
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher

Churches Near Our Hearts:
Abney Memorial Baptist Church (GWD, SC)
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)
Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC

Circle of Joy
Cleaning Volunteers
Landscape Volunteers
Worship Service Volunteers
Programs and Groups:
Sunday School Classes
Bible Study Classes
Next Man Up Mentoring
Youth Group Events
Church-Wide Events
Fall Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
5th Sunday Services
Worship with Winfreys

Missions:
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home
Crossroads Pregnancy Center
Faith Home
Greater GWD United Ministry

Church Camps:
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC)
Cedar Lake Camp Mission (Livingston, TN)
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA)
Para Church Organizations:
Spire Conference
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines

GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry
Magnolia Manor
Serenity’s Steps
Models Academy (Gwd, SC)

Campus Ministries:
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina)
The Shack (USC student ministry)
Christian Colleges:
Cincinnati Christian University
Johnson University (Florida)
Future Projects:
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org

“Pray for FCC”
For 2019, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

