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WHATEVER WEDNESDAYS ARE COMING IN JUNE!!!

2019 THEME:

I know, I know! It is only May and here I am talking about something
that is happening in June. Ok, we have a Grace Harmony concert on
Friday, May 3 at 7:00pm, Dinner and a Movie Saturday, May 11 at 6pm,
and a special moment of thanks for our moms on Mother’s Day during
the worship service. The rest of the stuff can be found on the calendar
at the end of the newsletter so that should take care of May. Now I can
talk about what is happening in June!

Since we are not going out of town during the summer (Our trips will be in the fall this year), we
decided to have fun with our Wednesday meetings starting the Wednesday after
Father’s Day, which will be June 19. We will still meet at 5:00pm, but we have
no idea what we will be doing from week to week, hence the name “Whatever”
Wednesdays. We might decide the week before, the Sunday before, or the day
of depending on who shows up. The limit is our own imagination so let’s plan to
meet together and do stuff this summer!

I
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I LOVE our Church!
R
Earl Winfrey
D
Earl@fccgwd.org

Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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FP#18 (5/6) - Let us pray! Those are 3 powerful words for Christians. Many people do not realize
this, but the power we are tapping into when we pray is supernatural! We are calling upon the
God of the universe, the Great Creator and Sustainer of life! We are talking to our Heavenly Father
who knows our every need! If we can’t get excited about praying, perhaps it is because we don’t
fully comprehend just how great of a benefit this is for us. If we only knew the kind of power we
have when we pray, we would have a much better prayer life. Let us pray is not a call for us to
awkwardly stumble as we search for something to say. It is a call for the Almighty to lend His ear
so we can discuss our desires and be blessed beyond measure when He responds. Let’s take a
close look at our prayer life and see how we can improve.

FP#19 (5/13) - A praying mother is a wonderful thing. I know this from personal experience. I
would not be standing in the pulpit on a weekly basis if it wasn’t for my mom praying me through
the rough spots in my life. I hope we took time to celebrate our moms yesterday and remember
that they are praying for us today. Let’s offer a prayer of thanks for them and find a way to let
them know how much we appreciate them praying for us.
FP#20 (5/20) - High School graduation was a scary moment in our lives when we faced a new
chapter in our lives. For some, it was scarier than others depending on how much of your future
has been planned. Whether we were going to college or into the work force, life as we knew it
has ended. It was time to begin the next stage and embrace the opportunities that were on the
horizon. Let’s remember our students and pray for them as they end this school year and prepare
for the next. If they are graduating, let’s pray for their transition and give them encouragement.
FP#21 (5/27) - For many students who graduate high school, college and careers are put on hold
while they enlist in the military. This was a common event during times of war and it is still happening today as the world is never at peace. Since today is Memorial Day and we honor those
who have fallen while fighting for our freedom, we should pray for those who are serving and ask
God to protect them while they protect us. All gave some. Some gave all. Never forget!

Wisdom of the Wee Ones
Wil - “You can hiccup so hard that you can fracture a rib and you can
hiccup so hard spiritually that you can fracture your faith in God.”
Michaela - “A mommy is an angel sent from God.”
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ESTABLISH AUTHORITY

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
Jesus did not run a democratic organization. Not once
did He call for a vote on the course that should be
followed. He was in charge. He based His authority on
the Scriptures and on the commission He had from His
Father. Even He submitted to a “higher” authority “Not My will but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
In this day, when nonauthoritarian leadership is lauded
at every turn, it is important to note that no successful
organization is ever built or maintained without strong
ultimate authority. Ask any of the great corporate
leaders. Was there ever any doubt who was boss when
Iaccoca was at Chrysler, Watson at IBM, Perot at EDS, or
Buffet at Berkshire Hathaway? Who ran Wal-Mart? You
can bet Sam Walton did.

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Participatory decision making may be okay to an extent, but only when there is real, ultimate,
final authority at the top. Be sure there is no doubt about where the buck stops in your
organization (In our case, the church). Know the extent of your authority and exercise it.
Establish and maintain authority.

INSIST ON ABSOLUTES
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
From pontificating pundits tweedy talk show academics who have never met a payroll, we hear
that it is not politically correct to insist on absolutes. From truth to justice, all things are relative,
they say. It’s how you feel about it that counts. “Two diametrically opposing thoughts can both
be true,” they say, “Because there is no absolute truth.”
Please don’t try to run your business (Or the church) by this nonsense. Jesus insisted that some
things are true and others false, that some things are right and others wrong, that some things
are good and others evil. He even insisted that there is only one way to be reconciled to God,
and that one way is through faith in Him. Talk about tough! Talk about dogmatic! Jesus never
equivocated. Sincerity didn’t count with Him if what you believed was sincerely wrong.
A lack of absolutes can lead to all kinds of corporate problems, from petty thievery to major
crime. It leads to shoddy products and shoddy practices in the marketplace. “I didn’t think I was
doing anything wrong” is a common defense of everything from manipulating stock to adding
extra nicotine to already lethal cigarettes to building cars with dangerous fuel tanks. Teach the
right way, insist on the right way, be an example of the right way. Follow Jesus’ example.

"The most important tasks the church can do are those that only the church can do."
- Dr. Joe Ellis
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
Before all else fails, please read the instructions (Earl Winfrey - Originally written as a blog post in 2017)
Some of the best memories I have from growing up involve working on cars with my dad. We
didn't have much money so we had to repair our cars when they broke down. We would change
the oil, give tune-ups, and occasionally, we would have to replace brake pads. One particular car
we worked on gave us a hard time. We were replacing the brake pads and since we have done
this many times before on other cars, we were confident that we knew what to do. We took the
wheel off, removed the brake assembly and began to push the caliper back. On other cars, all we
needed was a "C-clamp" to force the caliper back in, but on this particular model, we could not get
it to budge. We spent most of the night trying to force it before giving up and going to bed.
The next day arrived and my dad was working on the car when I got home. When I approached
the car, I noticed that he already had the pads replaced. He told me that he did some research and
found out that with this model, we have to use a ratchet to turn the caliper back into its original
position. If we would have read the instructions first, we would have saved ourselves hours of
frustrating, unproductive work.
Unfortunately, many people have a similar approach with the Bible. We tend to rely on what we
have already been taught instead of reading the text on our own. Sometimes, we don’t even read
the text because we “trust” the person who taught us. This is what causes problems because there
are times when even the best scholars can end up being wrong about their conclusions. How
many years went by before somebody challenged the idea that the world was flat? If it wasn’t for
people being brave enough to question the status quo, we would still be teaching that the world is
flat, or the sun revolves around the earth, or the best way to cure a disease is to drain the blood so
new healthy blood can replace the old contaminated blood.
When we read the Bible, it is important to remember that those who have taught us are human,
and they are capable of being wrong. They might not be wrong, but we need to verify what was
taught so we can be sure. I am not saying this to cast doubt on our favorite Sunday School teacher
from many years ago. I am simply saying that if you read the Bible and you don’t understand it the
way your teacher does, you need to dig in deeper and study the passage. Don’t be afraid to talk to
your teacher and ask for a better explanation if needed. And above all else, remember that a good
teacher will take the time to review the material in an effort to explain it better for the students.
Before all else fails, please read the instructions.
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THE GREATEST COMMANDMENTS
Loving your neighbor is a great thing when done properly. The
problem is that we tend to be stuck on a pendulum that swings
from one extreme to the other. On one side, we define love as
the tolerance of anything because love means keeping the
peace and not rocking the boat. If you truly love your neighbor,
you will not speak out about the sins being committed. Therefore, you allow a liberal definition
of sin based on the rationale of the person instead of the truth that is found in the Bible. True
love does not allow sin to go unnoticed, so we must be bold enough to call out our neighbors for
the sin in their lives.
The other extreme can cause just as much damage because many people think that there is only
one way to call attention to the sin in the neighbor’s life, and that is to be the best street preacher
you can be and shout the devil out of them. When was the last time you heard somebody say
that shouting made them change their ways? If it does happen, it is not very often. In fact, the
opposite is usually true. The shouting ends up strengthening their resolve to continue in their
sin. How do you call attention to sin without offending the sinner? It can be done, but it takes
somebody with the right heart. It takes somebody who loves God first.
To be continued...

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
The concept of church growth is not easy to explain and it is even
harder to demonstrate. Why is that? The main reason is that we
have been conditioned to think that numeric growth is the only
type of growth that exists when trying to determine the health of a
church. Imagine what it would be like if we did this with family.
A family reunion takes place and the grandparents are sitting
around the table eating dessert and talking about their families.
One grandma begins to talk about her 2 sons and she mentions
that one son had a child who made the honor roll at school.
Nothing more is said about that son and his child who made the honor roll because she spent
most of her time bragging about the other son who has 4 children now and his wife is expecting
another one in the fall. She is so proud of the growth in that branch of the family tree because
that is how a family stays healthy. You keep having children in order to keep the future secure and
the family will remain healthy for the next generation. What the grandmother fails to realize is that
the other son’s child demonstrated growth in the mind that is an indication that the parents are
doing a great job. Maturity in the mind is a great indicator of growth that is often overlooked since
it is much harder to measure. Of course, being on the honor roll is proof of that growth.
How many churches have grown over the past year without adding anybody to their roster? I am
willing to suggest that more churches have grown in the mind and spirit than those who have
grown in number, but they are often overlooked because those measurements are boring and do
not look as good on paper.
Which is better, growing by number or growing in the mind?
To be continued…
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History of Israel: Nehemiah
(Several sources used each month)
Introduction
The Book of Nehemiah is closely related to the Book of
Ezra. The two were considered one book in the Hebrew Bible
until AD 1448.
Background
Ezra was commissioned by King Artaxerxes in 458 BC to return to Judea to enforce the
provisions of the law of God. He had wide-ranging powers, but apparently, he exceeded his
authority when he led an effort to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Ezra 4:7-23). This failed effort
discredited Ezra to a certain extent. He disappeared from the history for some thirteen years.
In the Persian capital Susa, a young Jewish captive became distraught when he learned
that the walls of Jerusalem had been broken down. King Artaxerxes noticed the sadness on the
face of his cupbearer. When the king learned the reason for his despondency, he commissioned
Nehemiah to return to Canaan as his governor with explicit authorization to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem. The political situation in that part of the Persian empire had changed since this same
king had ordered Ezra’s efforts to be stopped thirteen years earlier. The king considered it now
in his best interest to have a friendly province on the borders of Egypt.
Circumstances of Writing
The Book of Nehemiah opens with these words: “The words of Nehemiah, the son of
Hacaliah.” The present book appears to be largely, if not entirely, based on the memoirs of this
governor of Judea. Much of the book is written in first person. Nehemiah mentions “Darius the
Persian” (12:22). This is most likely Darius II Nothus (423-404 BC). Nehemiah’s second thirteen
year term as governor would have terminated during the days of this Darius. This seems to be
the period during which the Book of Nehemiah was written.
Chronology of the Book
The book opens with Nehemiah serving in the court of Artaxerxes I (464-423 BC) as a
cupbearer. Nehemiah began his memoirs in the twentieth year of this Persian king, or 445 BC.
Thus a gap of some twelve years exists between the last event in Ezra and the opening of
Nehemiah. In the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes (432 BC) Nehemiah returned to the Persian
court to have his commission as governor renewed. He then returned to Judea to continue his
work. The last events of the book are connected with the period of the second governorship.
Thus the events in the book took place over a period of about fifteen years, 445-430 BC. The
mention of Darius and Jaddua, however, suggests that one must extend the period covered to
about 415 BC.
Content of the Book
The Book of Nehemiah relates the exciting story of how Nehemiah was able to rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem in spite of opposition without and obstacles within the people of God.
This is followed by an account of the reforms instituted by Ezra and Nehemiah. The book has
two natural divisions: (1) The restoration of Jerusalem (chs. 1-7) and (2) the reforms of God’s
people (chs. 8-13).
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This month’s Church myth: “Money is the root of all evil”
Have you ever heard something that sounded so good that it must have come from the Bible?
My favorite example of that is Benjamin Franklin’s famous quote “God helps those who help
themselves” which is nowhere to be found in the Bible. It may have been influenced by the
Bible and it is a good quote, but it is not in the Bible. There are also times when Bible verses get
twisted after so many misquotes and it causes people to think much differently about what they
read. This month’s church myth is such a verse. 1 Timothy 6:10 has been used and abused for
so long that nobody seems to care about the fact that it does not say what people think it says.
For years, I have been taught that money is the root of all evil and I learned to use money as a
way to pay the bills and nothing more. That was until I finally read the verse and studied it.
Paul never said that money is the root of all evil. He said that the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Here is the verse with the previous verse to build context:
1 Timothy 6:9-10, “(9) But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. (10) For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”
As you can see, verse 9 says that the people who desire to be rich fall into temptation and can
end up destroying themselves. Verse 10 reinforces this idea by saying that the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evils. It is not saying that money is evil and it does not say that it is the root
of all evil either. It says that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil which is a general
statement that loving money too much can be a bad thing. But is loving money really bad?
Looking at the original Greek word for the phrase “Love of money” can help us understand
what kind of love this is. The phrase can be traced back to coveting, so this is a covetous type of
love that can drive a person to commit illegal acts in order to gain it. That is certainly unhealthy,
but it is not the money’s fault. Money is only a resource that can be used for good or bad. It is
up to each person to make it good or bad so the root of the evil is the person’s desire, not the
money. If a person desires money in an unhealthy way, it can bring evil consequences.
Along with that, verse 9 says that those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, but that does
not mean the sin is unavoidable. It is possible to resist the temptation, but it requires the right
heart for a person to become rich without evil consequences. And with the right heart, many
great things can be done with money so this myth is busted.
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The Importance of Prayer (Karena Mason)
How much time do we spend on daily activities? Social media, work, and school are a few
examples of activities that take up large portions of our focus. We place so much importance on
these things that we forget to spend time doing what is arguably the most important thing of
all: praying. If we spent as much time praying as we do on Facebook, Instagram, etc. we would
have much stronger prayer lives.
We also spend a great deal of time focusing on the worries we have in this world, rather than
praying over them. God wants us to come to him with all of our cares and concerns, rather than
dwelling on them. When we constantly focus on the negatives in life, we tend to forget to thank
God for all of the blessings He has bestowed upon us. God wants us to praise Him in the good
times, and the bad times. If we are consistently in prayer, we cultivate a more positive outlook on
life.
Another benefit of prayer (besides growing closer to God) is that we can love and forgive
others more. When you pray for someone it is much easier to love them, and much harder to
hold anger against them. When wrong has been done to us, God calls us to lift up that person
in our prayers. If He does not withhold forgiveness from us, what right do we have to withhold
forgiveness from others? The Bible tells us that we must continuously be in prayer. If we are not
praying, we are not growing. Without growth, we quickly become stagnant and/or lukewarm
Christians. God’s desire is for us to grow in Him daily; we ought to have that same desire.

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 21 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Daniel was thrown into a den of lions because of his prayer (Dan 6:7)
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Jeff Harbin

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey
This month’s question:
What is “more difficult than a camel going through the eye of a needle”?

PAGE 10

FOOTPRINTS

Friend of Sinners
“Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you came to do.’ Then they came up
and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.” Matthew 26:50 ESV
It’s rather off-putting, isn’t it? The label “sinner,” I mean. Yet the Bible makes no attempts to
soften its verdict on our lives. It offers no apologies, makes no effort to smooth ruffled feathers.
I admit it: I’m not thrilled. I would rather be flattered than accused. I would rather God simply
overlook my faults-my faithlessness, my lies, my greed, my apathy in worship, my laziness in prayer,
my selfishness.
Truth be told, most people in our society would not even consider the attitudes and behaviors on my
list to be “sins.” Very few attitudes and behaviors fall into the category “sinful” today. Perhaps
being judgmental counts. Or mass murder. Avoid those things, and you can consider yourself “a good
person.”
The Bible, though, tells a different story altogether, a shockingly truthful story. It places us all
under the judgment of a holy God.

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”
Jeremiah 17:9 ESV

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Romans 3:23 ESV
It’s sad but true. God does not lie.
Its not the whole truth, however. Here’s the rest: the Holy God, the Judge of all, is also the
friend of sinners! He is not our enemy. He does not hate us, and He never has. It seems
unbelievable, but He sent His only Son to die in our place, to be punished for our wrongdoing.
When Judas, the Lord’s betrayer, identified Jesus for the arresting officers, Jesus called Judas,
“Friend!” Had Judas repented, he could have been forgiven.
Do you carry a secret burden of shame? Do guilty feelings continue to rise in your heart-even after
years or decades? Tell Jesus, your Friend. Hear him whisper words of friendship, of cleansing to your
heart:

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 ESV
“Your guilt is taken away, and your sins atoned for.” Isaiah 6:7 ESV
Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women”

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney)
I've learned....
That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
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We are excited to welcome Grace Harmony
to our church for a Friday night concert!
They will be here Friday, May 3 at 7:00pm
and will have CDs available for purchase.

This is a new adventure for us because not
only do we have them for a full concert that
is not on a Sunday morning, we are having
them on a Friday night so we can try to encourage attendance
from other churches in the area. Last year, we had another
church represented because the concert was on a Sunday night.
This year, we hope to increase the churches represented since we
are having the concert on a “Non-Church” night. I also mailed 14
flyers to area churches to let them know about this.
Wednesday Night Bible Study began a new study
in the book of Philippians. This is a verse by verse
study that will lead us to the Wednesday after
Father’s Day which is when we will begin the
“Whatever Wednesdays” that will take us through
the summer. That is going to be loads of fun because we will be
meeting at 5:00pm, but we may not be at the church. We could
be at the fountains in Uptown, at a local restaurant for a dinner,
playing in a park, or outside playing on the playground.
For Mother’s Day, we will have a special moment of
thanks during the worship service. Please be ready
to share with us a special story or just say “Thank
you” for your mom on this special day!
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"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin)
Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers:
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher
Marvin Bradley - Elder
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music
Teresa Hinton - Teacher
Youth who are serving in various areas
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher

Churches Near Our Hearts:
Abney Memorial Baptist Church (GWD, SC)
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)
Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC

Circle of Joy
Cleaning Volunteers
Landscape Volunteers
Worship Service Volunteers
Programs and Groups:
Sunday School Classes
Bible Study Classes
Next Man Up Mentoring
Youth Group Events
Church-Wide Events
Fall Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
5th Sunday Services
Worship with Winfreys

Missions:
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home
Crossroads Pregnancy Center
Faith Home
Greater GWD United Ministry

Church Camps:
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC)
Cedar Lake Camp Mission (Livingston, TN)
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA)
Para Church Organizations:
Spire Conference
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines

GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry
Magnolia Manor
Serenity’s Steps
Models Academy (Gwd, SC)

Campus Ministries:
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina)
The Shack (USC student ministry)
Christian Colleges:
Cincinnati Christian University
Johnson University (Florida)
Future Projects:
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org

“Pray for FCC”
For 2019, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

