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LET’S DO STUFF!
One of the highlights of my teenage years was being part of a
2019 THEME: group of churches that did lots of stuff together. Along with
the sister churches in our movement, I had friends from other
churches that were Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, and Bible
Church denominations. We shared youth group events and
never had a dull summer because there was always stuff for
us to do. There was no hostility between the youth groups
because we all benefited from each other. This was the environment I grew up in
so I expected the same thing to happen as an adult.

I
Unfortunately, adults are not as good as youth when it comes to
JESUS
working with other churches. Instead of working together, I have
L
seen paranoia, insecurity, and jealousy rule the conversations and the
O
churches have suffered from the lack of fellowship with each other.
R
Continued on page 12…
D
Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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FP#9 (3/4) - This Wednesday (March 6) is Ash Wednesday which is the beginning of the season of
Lent which last for 40 days excluding Sundays. These 40 days lead to Easter and it is a time for
reflection, renewal, and rebirth. The purpose for this season is to walk with Christ through His
journey to the cross in an effort to connect with the moment and more fully appreciate the joy of
the Resurrection on Easter Morning. For many Christians, this is a time to give up something that is
pleasurable and replace it with something spiritual such as prayer and meditation. Perhaps there is
something you can cut back on such as TV, radio, or even a meal in order to focus on Jesus.
FP#10 (3/11) - This week can be a little sluggish since we lost an hour to daylight savings time
beginning. Now that the sun will be out longer after supper, this would be a good time to think
about starting something special before the sun sets. Perhaps a time of worship at some point
during the week would be good. You could end the day with some slow, thought-provoking
songs that sooth the soul. It could be a new tradition to help you regain your spiritual energy.
FP#11 (3/18) - Spring begins this Wednesday! The plants can start growing again and life will be a
little brighter than normal. This is also the time of year when many people go through “Spring
cleaning” in order to get their house in order after a long winter. In the same way, it could be a
good opportunity for you to do a spiritual spring cleaning. Ask the Lord to help you see an area of
your life that could use some cleaning up.

FP#12 (3/25) - Did you find an area of your life that needs some cleaning up? This week would be
a good time to move forward with a plan to improve that area of your life.

Some Christians are willing to fight a private battle
but are afraid to start a public war.
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BE PRPARED
(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”)
In a cosmic sense, Jesus’ preparation was without
a beginning. It was forever. Even in an earthly sense,
Jesus prepared for thirty years before beginning to
execute His plan.

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

As finite beings, we don’t have thirty years to
formulate our plan, but Jesus’ example is, as always, a
good one. To insure maximum effectiveness, the fullest
realization of our plans, we must commit to necessary
preparation.
In my forty years in business, I have rarely felt
overprepared. I have often felt severely underprepared,
and the results have borne out that feeling. Inadequate
preparation produces inadequate results.

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Jesus based much of His approach to accomplishing His plan on His understanding of
the Old Testament. He had a foundation of knowledge upon which to base His actions, and
He executed brilliantly. To succeed, we must do the same thing.
Many young people come to our company who want to be in the television business. In
television, writing is the foundation for everything. An axiom in our business says, “If you can’t
first put it down on paper, you can never put it up on the screen.” Yet so many of the young
people who come to us have not mastered even the fundamentals of grammar, the basics of
the English language. They haven’t prepared. They won’t succeed.
Jesus powerfully taught us about preparation, both by His own perfect example and by
His teaching. Many of the parables He used to explain His principles admonish us to be well
prepared. For example, the parable of the foolish virgins, who were caught without oil in their
lamps when the bridegroom came and thus missed the wedding, teaches us about adequate
preparation. So also does the parable of the servants, who did not perform their assigned tasks
and were not ready to meet their master upon his return. They thought the master would be
away for a long time, so they wasted their time and received the master’s wrath when he
returned unexpectedly.
Whether you’re laying the foundation for a career, launching a product, or making a
presentation, there is no substitute for preparation. Give it the necessary time and attention.
Jesus did. His amazing success is a testimony to its importance.

Wisdom of the Wee Ones:
Wil - "When you are alone, that doesn't have to mean you are lonely."
Michaela - “Never judge a book by its cover.”
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
Is the Restoration Movement still relevant?

As a preacher, I get invited to many groups on Facebook where fellow Kingdom workers gather to
“Talk shop” and help each other in our various ministries. Most of the time, these groups are good
for discussion and the “Iron sharpens iron” concept works well for us. I have grown to love one
group in particular because we are not afraid to ask the tough questions and force ourselves to
face the answers we don’t like to see. One question that gets batted around often is about the
Restoration Movement. In light of all the recent church plants and changes to denomination
churches that are working on recovering their Biblical structure, are we still a relevant movement,
or have we lost our identity?
That is a loaded question because in many ways, seeing the churches work so hard to recover the
Biblical structure and teachings is very much part of the Restoration Movement, but since those
churches are not part of “Us” there are many preachers who are not willing to admit that. The
“Fab 4” who began our movement wanted to restore the churches they were part of so it would
be a great blessing for them to see the denominational churches working on following the Bible
closer than their creeds. And this is how we should see this too.
No matter how we feel about the other churches, we should be thankful that they are starting to
see the value in modeling the church after the church in the Book of Acts.
Those churches should be embraced by us and encouraged to keep going. They may have come
a long way from where they were but they need to continue moving if they want to get where
they need to be. Having said that, I believe that our churches are in the same situation. We may
have come a long way in our understanding of how the church was supposed to be, but we still
have much work to do in how to apply that understanding to our local churches.
When was the last time we did something to promote the Kingdom of God without making it an
issue of our church vs. other churches? Have we participated in community events that did not
promote our church or did we “Circle the wagons” and act like we are the only church that will
end up in heaven?
If we want to live out the principles of the Restoration Movement, we need to learn how to accept
the progress of those churches who are moving in the right direction even if the name on the sign
out front is part of a major denomination.
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"I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your
Christians are so unlike your Christ" ~ Gandhi
Mahatma Gandhi, the renowned leader of the people of
India, in seeking to overthrow British colonial rule of his native
land, was an avid reader. Although a Hindu, in his quest for
freedom, he read the four Christian Gospels. He wanted to know
more about Jesus of Nazareth. In his reading of the Gospels, Gandhi was impressed with this
man whom Christians worship and follow. Where could he find out more about this Jesus whom
Christians refer to as "the Christ - the Messiah?"
One Sunday morning Gandhi decided that he would visit one of the Christian churches
in Calcutta. Upon seeking entrance to the church sanctuary, he was stopped at the door by the
ushers. The ushers told him that he was not welcome, nor would he be permitted to attend this
particular church as it was for 'high caste' Indians and 'whites' only. He was neither 'high caste',
nor was he British. Because of the rejection by this church, 'the Mahatma' turned his back on
Christianity. With this act, Gandhi rejected the Christian faith, never again to consider the claims
of Christ! He was 'turned-off' by the sin of segregation that was practiced by the church. Gandhi
later declared, "I'd be a Christian if it were not for the Christians!"

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS
One of my favorite memories from spending time with Mrs. Freda
was when we would sit on her back porch after I worked in the
yard, and we would just talk about whatever was on our minds.
There were deep topics that continued for several days and there
were some topics that lasted a few minutes depending on what we
were discussing. Stories were shared and we got to know a little
more about each other every time we met.
This new section of our newsletter is “Back Porch Conversations”
because I want to provide a way for us to talk about topics that may
or may not have been discussed before. With these conversations, I
will be inserting my opinion so that you can get to know a little more about me. I don’t want to
restrict the categories so this will be left wide open and since there is no limit for what we will talk
about, I will go ahead and warn you now that there may be some months when you don’t agree
with what I write in this section. I want to hear from you. What do you want to know? Contact
me and ask me a question or present an idea for me to discuss and I will gladly put it in a future
newsletter. You can email me or call me at the church and I will be sure to respond.
To get us started, let me just offer an opinion about our church as far as where we are today.
There is little doubt that we are hurting right now especially with the loss of Freda Austin. I see
some great things happening on the horizon but it will take us time to grieve and find ways to
move forward without one of our great helpers.
Having said that, I am still excited about 2019 and I am working hard to do everything I can on my
end to present the best possible opportunities for us to grow in the Lord and grow together as the
church. We have already seen visitors and people are talking about us so there is a buzz for our
church which can result in numerical growth if we can be patient enough to let God work on us.
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History of Israel: 1 and 2 Chronicles (Part 2 of 2)
(Several sources used each month)
(Continued from last month)
Content
After a lengthy genealogical preface, Chronicles relates the
history of Judah during the monarchy. Twenty chapters are devoted to David’s reign, nine
chapters to his son Solomon. During the Divided Monarchy period the author only gives
notice to the northern kingdoms in situations where that kingdom interacted with Judah.
A casual reading of Chronicles suggests it is nothing more than a repetition of the
contents of Samuel and Kings. This is familiar terrain. The stories of David, Solomon, and their
successors fill these pages. About one half of the material in Chronicles is repeated virtually
verbatim from the earlier books. This book, however, is not Samuel and Kings warmed over.
A closer examination indicates a number of differences which mark Chronicles as a distinctive
work. This book has a freshness and flavor about it. When its purposes are understood, it
furnishes rich nourishment for theological thought.
The accuracy of Chronicles has frequently been called into question. The author is
accused of exaggerating numbers, especially in regards to opposing armies. In 1 Chron 21:5,
for example, Israel’s army of 1,100,000 faced Judah’s army of 470,000. The census of Joab a
few years earlier gave the numbers of those two armies as 800,000 and 500,000 respectively.
While the figures in Chronicles do occasionally seem extraordinarily high, they are not
consistently higher than those which appear in Samuel and Kings. In five of seventeen cases
of apparent discrepancy the numbers in Chronicles are lower. The differences in these numbers
in parallel accounts is due to scribal errors or different methods of reckoning. These matters are
addressed on a case by case basis when studying Chronicles.
Teachings
The purpose of Chronicles is to preserve the record of priestly worship from Saul to Cyrus.
The book underscores the essential and central role of worship in the life of God’s people. For
the author, the temple was (1) a symbol of the unity of the nation; (2) a reminder of the nation’s
high calling as a priestly people; (3) a sign that Yahweh was in the midst of His people; and (4) a
standard by which national faithfulness could be measured. Good kings loom large in these
books, and good are those who led revivals and restored the temple.

The author of Chronicles lived in the post-monarchy period. The throne was gone, but
God still had a purpose for His people. The fall of Babylon and the liberation edict of Cyrus
fulfilled the predictions of Isaiah and Jeremiah. In spite of the exile Israel survived as a people.
Furthermore, the prophetic promise for the future still remained. Even after the fall of Jerusalem
the Davidic line was still intact, and the Messiah was to come from this line. The author was
confident that the most glorious days of the Davidic dynasty were still in the future.

"If you are not willing to learn, no one can help you!
If you are determined to learn, no one can stop you!"
-Zig Ziglar
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This month’s Church myth: “Everybody has to show up or the event will be cancelled”
It is a familiar story with many struggling churches. When trying to plan events, the people run
into a roadblock because they can’t seem to get their schedules to match. The problem is that if
they can’t plan the event when everyone can show up, there would not be enough people
there to make it look like a church event. For bigger churches, this is not an issue because they
could be missing half of their people and still have a good crowd, so this church myth is usually
present in the small churches.
Here is the issue. When planning church events, it is a good idea to try to make it as easy as
possible for people to show up, but the reality is that not every event will agree with everyone’s
schedule all the time. How does the church respond? Those who believe this myth will be
quick to cancel the event and wait for a better time to make it happen. However, when that
happens once, it becomes way too easy for it to happen again, and that is when the habit
starts. As soon as somebody presents a problem with scheduling, the planning process gets
shut down and the event never happens. Too much of this can lead to a stale church that does
nothing more than meet on Sunday morning.
A stale church that only meets Sunday morning leads to an empty parking lot the rest of the
week. An empty parking lot leads people to believe that the church has closed its doors and no
longer exists. Why do people believe this? They never see cars in the parking lot because they
are usually at their own churches for Sunday morning worship. This is why we must make sure
we move forward with events as long as somebody is able to show up. Waiting for everyone to
have the same day available is a task that will end with frustration and an empty calendar. We
should work hard at planning events when they can be attended by the majority of the church
but we need to commit to having it even if schedules don’t match.

Where does this myth come from? I believe that it comes from the idea that a healthy church
means everyone doing everything together, and that is not realistic. There are a few reasons
why this will never work starting with 3 big ones: (1) People are busy at different times with
different activities, (2) some events are not appealing to everyone so there will always be
somebody missing, and (3) life happens. Sometimes, the best laid plans can be interrupted by
an unforeseen event that will change a person’s schedule at the last minute. When that
happens, we should not have to cancel the event unless the person who cannot show up is the
leader of that event. This myth is busted because there is no way we can have all of the people
at all of the events all of the times the events happen.
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What Would Jesus Do? (Karena Mason)
If you attended Sunday school as a child, it is likely that you were taught the phrase “WWJD:
What Would Jesus Do?” As Christians, we use this phrase on things like t-shirts, bracelets, and
even bumper stickers. But how often do we stop and think about the true, deeper meaning of
this phrase? Pondering on what Jesus would do in situations is good, but it goes much deeper
than that. We must also consider what he would think, what he would say, how he would treat
others, and so on.
As most of us have probably experienced, sometimes there are people in life that we do not
particularly like. Maybe they spread slanderous gossip about you, or maybe they got that job
you really wanted. You try to be kind, but the human flesh wants to avoid them at all costs.
However, is this how Jesus would treat this person, or any person at all? In a situation like this,
Jesus would choose to love and pray for the person, no matter what they have done to you.
Jesus would think of the person in a positive and loving way, not with bitterness.
Imagine how Jesus must have felt in His final days on earth. He was beaten, spit on, and hung
on a cross by his own brothers and sisters; the people that he loves so much. And even after this
ultimate betrayal, Jesus still loved each and every one of them and freely forgave their sins.
What a beautiful example of pure and undefiled love! So when you are in a situation in life
where you find it hard to like someone, just remember: what would Jesus do?

“By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.” – 1 John 3:16
A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 21 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
David was seventy years old when he died (2 Samuel 5:4). 30 y/o + 40 year reign = 70 years
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Steve Skinner/Phillis Jackson

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michaela Winfrey
This month’s question:
Where was Solomon anointed?
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The Restoration Power of God (Written by Brenda Thomas)
Whatever the enemy has tried to take away from you, God wants to restore it. God wants to
make it better than before. That’s the kind of Father He is. Every day we have the choices put
before us. We can be tempted to get hurt, wounded, or depressed. We can complain and
remain in the same awful condition. Or we can praise God and be raised up.
One of the first things the enemy will try to steal from us is our joy. He wants to get us sad,
sorrowful, and oppressed. Remember what it was like when you first were saved? There was
joy unspeakable. God doesn’t want us to lose that joy! Nehemiah 8:10 tells us, “...The joy of the
Lord is your strength.” It is important for Christians to have joy in their life! If you don’t have joy,
you don’t have any strength.
Don’t stay in that valley of despair and depression. Don’t allow what people say to control you.
Maybe everyone isn’t going to be thrilled about you. But God is. You are who God created you
to be. And God likes you just fine. He’s thrilled about you!
Where does joy come from? We tap into joy by hanging out with God! When we are in His
Presence, we come out with a new spring in our step, a new song in our heart. When we’re
hanging out with Him, we take on His characteristics.
You may have been through some trouble, but God is the One who brings restoration. Isaiah
61:7 says, “Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; instead of dishonor they shall

rejoice in their lot; therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; they shall have
everlasting joy.”
In the Amplified Bible, this verse says, “...You shall have a twofold RECOMPENSE…” The word
recompense is the same word that we get worker’s compensation from. You know what
worker’s compensation is for? If you get injured on the job, they pay you worker’s comp.
God is saying, “You’re working for Me. You got hurt in the service of the Lord. And I’m going to
give you worker’s compensation. I’m going to give you double for your trouble.” Glory to God!
Joel 2:25 says, “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locus has eaten, the hopper,
the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you.” Some of you have
been down with a lot of “destroyers” in your life. Some of you have lost years to a bad marriage.
Some of you have lost years to health problems. But the Lord put something in my heart. He
said, “My mercy is greater that your mistakes, and I am a Master at fixing any disaster.”
God loves us that much. Where we’ve done things that are our own fault, or whether it is the
enemy who has stolen from us, God is still the Restorer!

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy:
Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines.
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...Continued from the cover page
After experiencing the brokenness of the churches from a lack of fellowship, I decided that when I
become a Minister, I will do what I can to bring churches together. Here in Greenwood, I can see
that there is plenty of stuff for us to do as churches working for the common goal of bringing the
community back to Christ. If we can have unity among the churches, the community will see that
God is good all the time and all the time God is good!
There is something special that happens when churches do stuff together, and that is because
God is right there with us. For this reason, I am planning to bring to our attention as many events
as possible that we can be part of. This will help us reconnect to the churches and it can help us
reconnect to the community as a whole.
We can also contribute to the unity of the churches by opening our doors for them. That is why I
decided to invite the Youth Choir from First Presbyterian Church to our 5th Sunday sing. They will
be singing a few songs for us and we will be singing some songs as a congregation too. It will be
a fun night as we get to know each other and grow closer to the Lord. To help us stay informed
about community events, I created a new section in our newsletter called “Places to go, people to
see, and things to do.”
I LOVE our Church!
Earl Winfrey
Earl@fccgwd.org

3/12 Ladies Breakfast @ Bojangles @
8:30am (All women invited!)
3/23 - Church cookout and campfire
at 6:00pm (Free for everyone!)
3/24 - Fellowship Meal after Worship
3/24 - Free Spring Festiva Concert at First Presbyterian by the
Greenwood Festival Chorale (Earl sings with them) (4:00pm)
3/29 - Ladies’ Craft Night at the church (6:30pm - Cost TBD)
3/31 - (6:00pm) I sing, You sing, We all sing, then ICE CREAM!
We invited the youth choir from First Presbyterian to sing some
songs for us and we will have congregational singing too. It is
sure to be a fun night with an ice cream social after the service.
This is a free event for everyone. (For questions, contact Earl)
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"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin)
Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers:
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher
Marvin Bradley - Elder
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music
Teresa Hinton - Teacher
Youth who are serving in various areas
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher

Churches Near Our Hearts:
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)
Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY)
Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC

Circle of Joy
Cleaning Volunteers
Landscape Volunteers
Worship Service Volunteers
Programs and Groups:
Sunday School Classes
Bible Study Classes
Next Man Up Mentoring
Youth Group Events
Church-Wide Events
Fall Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
5th Sunday Services
Worship with Winfreys

Missions:
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home
Crossroads Pregnancy Center
Faith Home
Greater GWD United Ministry

Church Camps:
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC)
Cedar Lake Camp Mission (Livingston, TN)
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA)
Para Church Organizations:
Spire Conference
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines

GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry
Magnolia Manor
Serenity’s Steps
Team Impact (Greenwood, SC)

Campus Ministries:
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina)
The Shack (USC student ministry)
Christian Colleges:
Cincinnati Christian University
Johnson University (Florida)
Future Projects:
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org

“Pray for FCC”
For 2019, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

