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Footprints 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS! 
 

It is the most wonderful time of year!  The air is cooler, the 

community is buzzing with various events, the decorations 

are out, and there really is something special about this 

month.  It is the most wonderful time of year, when we have 

the SEC Championship game for college football! 

 

Ok, that might have been a bad joke.  Well, I do have it in my 

contract that I have to tell bad jokes occasionally.  Of course, we know what makes 

this month special, and as fun as football is, there is no comparison 

with the reason for the season, the birth of Jesus!  As we continue 

with our plans for gatherings and special events, my prayer is that  

we take the time to remember that Christmas is about celebrating  

the birth of Christ so we can be saved! 

I LOVE our Church! 

Earl Winfrey 

Earl@fccgwd.org 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

2019 THEME: 

First Christian Church 
Greenwood SC 

...where strangers become family 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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FP#48 (12/2) - Advent began yesterday, and this is the official start to the Christmas season in     
the church.  Advent is the tradition we use to anticipate the coming of Jesus as a baby to save    
the world.  God is bringing the wonderful gift of salvation through His Son and that is why we  
celebrate Christmas.  In the spirit of giving, we will focus our final 4 weeks of the year on giving.  
Let’s pray for many opportunities to give during this season. 

 

FP#49 (12/9) - Giving a helping hand can be summed up by using the Cub Scout slogan “Do a 
good turn daily.”  That means we should always be looking out for ways we can help others.         
It can be a simple as holding the door for a person whose hands are full or as complicated as   
helping a neighbor troubleshoot the electrical system of his car.  Let’s pray for God to help us     
see where we can lend a helping hand. 

 

FP#50 (12/16) - Giving a kind word.  In this day of the never ending political fireworks on            
Facebook, a kind word can stick out like a sore thumb, and that can be a good thing.  Let’s pray  
for God to help us push against the status quo so we can share kind words instead of stirring the 
pot that is before us. 

 

FP#51 (12/23) - Christmas Day is this Wednesday!  As we celebrate the Christ child, wrapped in 
cloths lying in a manger, let’s pray for God to help us see opportunities to give a warm embrace   
to somebody who needs a hug. 

 

FP#52 (12/30) - With the New Year staring at us, we need to remember that in the midst of the 
many celebrations going on, there could be some lonely, hurting people who could use a      
shoulder to lean on.  Let’s pray for God to strengthen our shoulders so we can be a friend to   
those who have no friends. 

Wisdom of the Wee Ones 

Wil - “The path most traveled is often the most dangerous.” 

Michaela - “Happy Birthday Jesus!” 
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LEARN HOW TO REBUKE 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

Rebuke is an archaic word.  We don’t hear it or use it 

much in contemporary society.  However, there are     

occasions when a good rebuke or “correction” should be 

the action of choice.  A rebuke should obviously be used 

sparingly and judiciously, but there are times when it is 

appropriate. 

 

Jesus effectively demonstrated how to use a rebuke.  He 

saved His harshest reprimands for the insufferably proud 

and arrogant Pharisees.  And surprisingly, for His closest 

disciples when they too displayed pride and arrogance. 

 

For our purposes, it is probably better to focus on the  

rebukes Jesus gave His disciples.  The first and most     

obvious lesson is that, on occasion, even those nearest to 

us in business (Or the church) might need a rebuke.  As 

was the case with Jesus and His team, it will most often be when pride and arrogance get in 

the way of worthy goals and objectives.  Another important lesson to be learned from Jesus’ 

rebukes is that they don’t always engender disloyalty.  Not one of the disciples Jesus rebuked 

ever left Him.  Even Peter, to whom Jesus said, “Get behind me Satan!” (Matthew 16:23, the 

sternest rebuke I can imagine) never left.  In fact, those Jesus rebuked most harshly became His 

biggest success stories. 

 

The lesson is that Jesus had built the kind of relationship with His disciples that could survive 

and even profit from a stern rebuke.  We must be sure that we have invested enough in a close 

business relationship to know that a rebuke will be profitable, even though painful.  The person 

receiving the rebuke must know that there is a reservoir of goodwill and respect that is larger 

and more permanent than the rebuke.  In fact, it should be obvious that your rebukes are      

reserved for those you care about and respect the most. 

 

BEWARE OF SYCOPHANTS 

(Taken from “The Management Methods of Jesus”) 

The higher up you go in leadership, the greater the temptation to let yourself be surrounded by 

“Yes-men.”  There is a great temptation to believe their baloney.  This is always dangerous.  In 

the first place, though you may be blind to it, your business associates recognize sycophancy for 

what it is - ego boosting run wild - and they will lose respect for you.  Also, the higher you go, 

the greater your need for solid, truthful, critical advice and information.  This kind of information 

is vital. 

 

Once again, Jesus provides the greatest of all examples.  He continually dismissed insincere   

flatterers, but accepted honest praise graciously.  We need to do the same in all relationships, 

especially in leadership.  When the rich young ruler came to Jesus calling Him “good,” Jesus 

brought him up short because He knew the man was not a sincere worshiper.  The same thing 

happened with the teacher of the law who told Jesus, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You 

go.”  We need to be sure that we discern the difference between honest praise and flattery. 

Who will be our 
Next Man Up? 

Mentoring today for 
a better tomorrow 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION  
“Barton W. Stone (After Revivals)” (Taken from Earl’s Restoration History class for the local church) 

 
 1. Bart Stone and 4 other Presbyterian ministers were preaching that people could believe 

now and be saved.  No interview with the Elders required (Romans 10:17). 

 2. The Washington Presbytery rejected the revivals (Baptists and Methodists participated) 

The Springfield Presbytery: 

 1. Bart Stone, Richard McNemar, Robert Marshall, John Thompson, and John Dunlavy were 

 accused of preaching doctrines contrary to the Westminster Confession, so they united and 

 formed the Springfield Presbytery. 

 2. January, 1804, the Springfield Presbytery created a document renouncing the jurisdiction 

 of the Synod of Kentucky. 

 3. June 28, 1804, the Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery was created. 

  A. Christian Unity 

  B. Exclusive Biblical Authority 

  C. Local Congregational autonomy 

 4. The church referred to itself as the Christian Church. 

Baptism: 

 1. Robert Marshall convinced Bart Stone of the practice of Believer’s baptism although     

 Marshall never came around to believing in it. 

 2. Robert Marshall and John Thompson were still strong supporters of infant baptism 

 3. Bart Stone urged patience with those who didn’t understand believer’s baptism.  He was 

 afraid that some people would leave before getting a chance to learn the Bible. 

 4. Robert Marshall and John Thompson returned to the Presbyterian Church 

 5. Bart Stone and David Purviance were the only Ministers left who signed the Last Will and 

 Testament and yet the movement still grew in the 1820’s to 12,000 members and spread 

 from Kentucky and Ohio to Tennessee, Alabama, Missouri, and Illinois. 

 6. Was Bart Stone immersed? In 1841, Stone wrote in his publication “The Christian  

 Messenger” that: “For 12 years I thus lived without immersion, and believed I lived under the 

 smile of heaven.  But when I became acquainted with my duty, I submitted to it.” 

 7. Tradition says Stone was baptized in 1810 in Stoner Creek, just outside of Paris, KY. 
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PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

The point I try to stress when it comes to personal evangelism is 
that we need to make sure we become the voice of reason for 
the people we are trying to reach. Imagine that you are that   
person who is drowning in your sorrows at the bar. You finally 
make up your mind that you want to change your ways because 
you are sick of the bar scene. Who would you more likely go to 
for advice: The person who works with you and goes to church but not to the bar, or the person 
who sits next to you drinking and going to church? If the person is looking for a change, the 
more logical choice would be to go to the one who does not remind him of the bar. There are 
many other opportunities to reach people without having to be in the bar if you take the time to 
build a relationship.  

BACK PORCH CONVERSATIONS 
 

(This month’s article was originally written in 2014 as a blog post) 
 
I just read another installment of the constant battle among   
churches known as the worship wars.  In this article titled “Does  
better music grow a bigger church,” the author suggests that music 
is not what makes a church grow.  He goes on to explain that he 
has been in churches of all sizes and the quality of the music did not 
necessarily line up with the size of the church.  Of course, no con-
crete examples were given since naming churches would turn the 
article into a gossip piece, but the point was clear: He did not view 
music as a necessary component for a growing church.  So what 

was his view for the role of music in the church?  “It simply sets the tone and flavor of your church.” 
 
The style of music in the church determines the type of people who show up, but the number       
of people in the service was the result of the preaching.  Here is his view on preaching: 
“If the preacher is relevant, personable and preaching on spiritual issues that matter to the        
common man, the lousiest music in the world won't keep the throngs away. They'll put up        
with anything to hear the Word speak into their lives.” 
 
As a preacher, I am tempted to stand up and shout “Amen,” but then I remember that we are     
not supposed to shout “Amen” in our church so I just nod in acknowledgement of his point.  I’m 
kidding about the shouting “Amen” part, but I only acknowledge his point for this reason, he is 
missing the mark.  Preaching and music are not at odds with each other in the church.  They serve 
as a “1-2” punch as the people need both in order to worship God with both their hearts and 
mind.  I call this “Whole brain” worship in which you use both your right and left brain while     
worshipping God. 
 
The point I would like to make in response to the article I read is this: Preaching does not grow   
bigger churches either.  I am reminded of the Apostle Paul’s words when he wrote that one   
plants the seeds, another waters the seeds, but God causes the growth.  Does great quality music 
matter?  Yes.  Does relevant, Biblical preaching matter?  If it doesn’t, I am wasting my time.  Can 
one be good and the other be bad and the church still grow?  Yep.  However, church growth  
does not justify poor performance.  Let me say this again, church growth does not justify poor   
performance.  And yes, I used to word “performance” because we are performing for an 
“Audience of One” every Sunday morning! 
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The Major Prophets: Isaiah 
(Several sources used each month) 

 
Who wrote the book? 
 
As is the case with nearly all the books of “the prophets,” the 
book of Isaiah takes its name from its writer. Isaiah was married to a prophetess who bore him  
at least two sons (Isaiah 7:3; 8:3). He prophesied under the reign of four Judean kings—Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1)—and he likely met his death under a fifth, the evil King        
Manasseh. Christian tradition as early as the second century identifies Isaiah as one of the  
prophets whose death is described in Hebrews 11:37, specifically the prophet who was “sawn in 
two.”1 Isaiah likely lived in Jerusalem, given the book’s concern with the city (Isaiah 1:1) and his 
close proximity to at least two significant kings during the period of his prophecy (7:3; 38:1). 
Much of scholarship for the past two centuries has assigned multiple writers to Isaiah, dividing 
the book into three sections: 1–39, 40–55, and 56–66. However, these divisions come out of a 
scholarly denial of predictive prophecy. This position not only limits the power of God to       
communicate with His people but also ignores the wide variety of specific, predictive claims 
about Jesus Christ scattered throughout the book. 
 
Isaiah prophesied from 739–681 BC to a nation that had turned a deaf ear to the Lord. Instead 
of serving Him with humility and offering love to their neighbors, the nation of Judah offered 
meaningless sacrifices in God’s temple at Jerusalem and committed injustices throughout the 
nation. The people of Judah turned their backs on God and alienated themselves from Him, 
which created the need for Isaiah’s pronouncements of judgment—declarations made in the 
hope that God’s chosen people would return to Him. 
 
Why is Isaiah so important? 
 
The book of Isaiah provides us with the most comprehensive prophetic picture of Jesus Christ in 
the entire Old Testament. It includes the full scope of His life: the announcement of His coming 
(Isaiah 40:3–5), His virgin birth (7:14), His proclamation of the good news (61:1), His sacrificial 
death (52:13–53:12), and His return to claim His own (60:2–3). Because of these and numerous 
other christological texts in Isaiah, the book stands as a testament of hope in the Lord, the One 
who saves His people from themselves. 
 
How do I apply this? 
 
Because of its scope, Isaiah contains one of the clearest expressions of the gospel in all the Old 
Testament. Even from the first chapter, it is clear that the people have turned away from God 
and failed in their responsibilities as His children (Isaiah 1:2–17). Yet God miraculously holds out 
hope to this unrepentant people, offering cleansing of sins and the blessing that comes with 
faith and obedience in Him (1:18–20). Salvation lies only in God—the only question is whether 
or not we will accept His offer. 
 
In addition to its gospel message, the book of Isaiah clearly articulates the sins of God’s people—
dealing with others unjustly which resulted in their offering hypocritical sacrifices to God. Do 
you see anything in your own life that might fall under Isaiah’s critique of injustice? Isaiah’s    
message is also a call for believers to come back to purity in our love for God and for our    
neighbors (Luke 10:26–28). 
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This month’s Church myth: “The Christmas Tree does not belong in the church building.” 
 

I remember a Christmas during the 1990’s when my friend Jimmy was attending Atlanta Christian 

College.  Everything about that year was normal except for a discussion that took place about    

the decorations for the chapel.  One of the students wanted to hang a Christmas tree upside 

down in the foyer since that was a popular trend.  She said that it was a statement against the 

commercialism of Christmas, and that sounds good except for one problem, the Christmas tree 

does not represent commercialism.  We may put presents under the tree, but that is not why the 

tree is placed inside our homes. 

 

Other people try to remove the Christmas tree completely because they claim it represents pagan 

practices of worshipping a false god.  Some go so far as to say we should not have any type of 

decorations in the church building because the Bible makes it clear that we are not to celebrate 

special days.  I guess those people have neglected the Passover and other feasts that we see and 

we certainly hold the first day of the week as special because that is when the church meets.  So 

what is the Christmas Tree and what does it represent? 

 

Here is something I shared a few years ago to explain the symbolism behind the tree: 

 

About the year 1500, Martin Luther, inspired by a snow covered fir tree, brought a small tree      

indoors and decorated it with candles in honor of Christ’s birth. By the 18th century, the custom of 

decorating a Christmas tree was well established in France, Germany, and Austria. The Christmas 

tree represents the original Tree of Paradise, the burning bush which spoke to Moses, the branch 

of Jesse from which Jesus was born, the life-giving tree of the cross of Christ, and the tree which 

the Apostle John saw in the Book of Revelation whose leaves have medicine for the people and 

which yields fruit each month for the healing of the nations. Because it is green year-round, the 

evergreen tree represents hope. Its needles and its narrow crest point upward, turning our 

thoughts to heaven. Because the tree is cut down and then erected again, it is a symbol of Christ’s 

resurrection. 

 

As you can see, there is rich symbolism in the Christmas Tree and it is appropriate to display in 

homes and churches during this time of year.  I have more material if needed for explaining how 

we are not celebrating pagan holidays with our decorations, but I will leave that out for now so 

feel free to contact me if you want to learn more.  As for the myth that the Christmas Tree does not 

belong in the church building, I say it is busted because the symbolism makes the tree appropriate 

for the place where we worship the One who created that tree! 



Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 
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The True Joy of Christmas (Karena Mason) 

 
As we all know, Christmas is coming up very soon. This is the time of year when everyone is   
preoccupied with buying presents, making wish lists, planning meals, visiting family members, 
etc. We spend so much time focusing on earthly things during the holidays that we tend to    
forget what our main focus should be on. Of course, spending time with family and giving to 
others is very important. However, Christians know that the most important part of this           
particular holiday is the celebration of Jesus’ birth. What better way to experience true joy    
than to consider the humble birth of our Savior? 
 
We should celebrate this momentous occasion every day, but Christmas is the perfect time to 
spend the day reflecting on the best gift we will ever receive: the gift of God’s Son, who brought 
us eternal life! Not only was Jesus a gift to us, He was also a beautiful gift to Mary and Joseph! It 
must have been such a blessing to be chosen as Christ’s earthly mother and father. I can only 
imagine the joy that they felt when He was born! 
 
So this holiday season, instead of focusing on making a list of what we want, lets focus on the 
gift that God gave us over 2,000 years ago. Jesus is the ultimate gift!  
 

“’For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will 
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!’”  
– Luke 2:11-14 

A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 22 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She    

attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping 

people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication. 

Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: 

Moses was 120 years old when he died (Deut 34:7). 

Winners:  Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Michael Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: ???? (Where is everybody?  These are easy to answer!) 

This month’s question: 

What happened to forty-two of the children who made fun of Elisha’s baldness? 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer 

correctly and you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer and you 

will receive an honorable mention! 
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Adopted 

 

“I made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with you, 

declares the Lord GOD, and you became mine.”  Ezekiel 16:8 

 

“You’re mine now!” whispers Mom over the newly adopted infant, asleep in her arms.  The adoption 

process was fraught with anxieties and miultiple hurdles.  The commitment and courage required 

was much greater than the baby can possible understand.  But now, the child nestles securely,   

soaking up a mother’s love. 

 

“You’re mine now!”  Those words imply many things. 

 - I am committed to do my very best for you. 

 - I will care for you, provide for you, protect you. 

 - I will guide you as you grow, doing all I can to help you on your journey toward maturity. 

 

The prophet Ezekiel records similar promises of love, of commitment and adoption. (Ezekiel 16:4-14) 

“You became mine,” the Lord whispered long ago as He vowed to care for Israel, for those in that 

nation who were, by faith, his daughters and sons. 

 

The people did not deserve to belong to God’s family any more than you or I do.  No one has ever 

earned the Lord’s love due to godly behavior or loyal commitments.  It’s quite the opposite, in fact.  

We often disobey.  We often rebel.  We often reject His love. 

 

In almost unbelievable mercy, though, the Lord persists.  He reaches out to us, just as He has 

reached out to countless individuals throughout all history.  He confers upon us forgiveness,      

friendship, and even the family name. 

 

Best of all, from the very beginning, the Lord promised to send a Savior for His self-absorbed,       

defiant people.  And He kept that promise. On the very first Christmas night, the promised Savior 

was born.  As Mary cradled the infant Son of God in her arms, she whispered, “You are mine!”  And  

He was!  The Child she had carried in her womb was her son.  He was also her Savior, her Lord. 

 

That Baby grew up to be our Savior, too!  In a mercy that’s almost too good to be true, we have 

become members of God’s own family, His dearly loved adopted daughters! 

 

Devotion taken from “Whispers of God’s Love: Devotions for Women” 

Life Lessons (Written by Andy Rooney) 
 

I've learned.... 

That no matter how serious your life requires you to be,  

everyone needs a friend to act goofy with. 
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As we are in the middle of the holiday season, we need 

to pay close attention to the calendar and bulletin for 

events and activities.  Along with the church events that 

happen every year, there will be other events from the 

community we will have a chance to be part of. 

 

We are excited to welcome The Redeemers of Faith  

to our church on Sunday, December 15 at 6:00pm 

and we will have an ice cream social after the concert.  

We are giving a love offering for this concert so please 

feel free to help us support this group. 

 

For more info, check out their website: www.theredeemersoffaith.org 

 

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN FOR JESUS’ BIRTHDAY! (Michaela Winfrey) 
 

Finally! Christmas is in full swing, Christmas music is on the radio, and people are putting up their 

lights. What I love about Christmas is all the joyful music and lights, but don’t forget baby Jesus! 

Wow, I just can’t believe Christmas is finally here! Last month, my Dad would not let me listen to 

Christmas music because we still had to celebrate Thanksgiving. WHAT A GRINCH! Anyways, Jesus’ 

birthday is so close, and we need to celebrate that. But, some people celebrate Santa Claus. I mean, 

who does not love a big man with toys and cute little elves who build those toys? And of course, 

we CANNOT FORGET about the lovable reindeer! And as most of you know, he comes at 12:00 am 

every Christmas night to give you toys.  

 

Most people have traditions, like my family does. For our tradition, we go to Waffle House every 

Christmas eve. I love it because I can get chocolate chip waffles, with chocolate milk and water. My 

mom gives us money to play some music on the juke box. We make friends with the people who 

take our order and the cook. I love making new friends when we are out. We should make friends 

more often, because friends are great! And you know who would make a good friend? JESUS!  

 

Jesus was born to save us and without him, we would not have Christmas! I mean, what would we 

do without Christmas? We would not have presents, nor would we have our traditions, and we 

would be left without hope because there would be no Savior for our sins. Jesus is the main person 

on Christmas, and Santa comes second. We need to remember that Jesus is the main attraction, 

like the Goliath roller coaster is in Six Flags. Jesus is MOST important on Christmas. As we enter the 

Christmas season, look around and see the beautifulness God created. Look at the beautiful lights, 

and families gathering at the table, and find out, do they have smiles? Those smiles are from Jesus. 

If we smile, Jesus will smile too because He loves it when you do! 
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AN EXCITING YEAR AHEAD!! 

We are beginning the new year with 

some exciting stuff that we hope to 

carry on throughout 2020!  Check out 

some of what lies ahead: 

 

Saturday, January 11 (6:00pm) - 

Beach Party theme game night 

(BYOD) More game nights coming! 

 

Dinner and a movie in February 

 

*** Women’s Bible Study Returns *** 

Thursdays, there will be a 9 week study from 5:30pm - 7:00pm beginning 

with the “Women’s Winter Bible Study Kickoff Party” on January 16th. 

 

A Saturday VBS and “Whatever Wednesdays” for the summer of 2020! 



 




