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Welcome to our newslet ter!

3 YEARS DOWN, MANY MORE TO GO
2018 THEME:
GET OUT OF
THE BOAT!

June 28, 2015 is a day I will never forget. It was
Dan Hodge’s last day as the Minister of First Christian
and my first day as I moved into the driver’s seat. The
following week was my first sermon at this church,
and the reality set in that we are here in Greenwood,
and it is either sink or swim for us!

Well, at the end of June, it will be 3 years and so far, so
good! We have improved greatly in most areas of the
church, and I can feel a sense of family as we meet together
every week for worship. God has blessed us greatly and I
can’t wait to see what else is waiting for us on the horizon!
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Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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It was my 8th grade year. We began the football season
with a new head coach, and we were excited about his
vision for us. We were ready to win. We went through
the August practice, and just like the other teams, we
were ready for our first game of the season. We ran
onto the field, played our hearts out, and lost to a team
that was far more superior.
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Who will be our
Next Man Up?

The rest of the season happened the same way. Every
week, we ran onto the field with confidence and went
home with out tail between our legs because once
again, we played a team that was on a different level
than us. We got discouraged, frustrated, and angry.
Each week, our practices became more intense. The
coach would create more plays for us to run and we
would practice harder because we wanted to show the
other teams that we were not the last place team that
our record said we were. We focused on winning, but the wins never came. We prayed for
God to help us find where we needed to improve, and we seemed to be getting worse. We
fought hard, but we could never get over the fact that our team was that bad. After finishing
the season without a win, the coach got fired, I switched schools and found a coach who was
the exact opposite of my previous coach.

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Coach Thorn was a legend, and I have talked about him often. I arrived at the first practice, and
noticed that we were not running any plays. For the first couple of weeks, all we did was run
through drills and conditioning. We worked on the basic fundamentals of the game without
putting on pads and we didn’t line up for scrimmage until the coach felt that we were ready.
Even when we ran plays, we only worked on them after our drills which took up most of the
practice. The coach didn’t talk about winning or losing. He didn’t dump a huge playbook in
our laps. And he rarely talked about who we were playing until it was time to work on our
strategy. He did this because he knew that before we could worry about the game, we had to
learn how to play. We had to develop the skills necessary to help us win. At the end of the
year, we won more games than we lost so I am sure we can say that his philosophy worked.
The problem with the first team was that we focused so much on the game that we forgot how
to play. We never took the time to develop ourselves, and that showed up on the field. If we
would have taken a few steps back and worked on the basic fundamentals of the game, we
may have won at some point during that season.
As we prepare for leadership, I want us to focus on developing ourselves before trying to take
on being a leader in the church. That will be the best way for us to “Win” at leading, so we will
be working on the basic fundamentals of leadership before we jump into the specifics of church
leadership. I hope you will join me right here next month as we begin our journey together!
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The Hummingbird and The New Coffee Mug (Michael Winfrey)
Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10
I love hummingbirds! I think that they are one of God’s neatest creations. For Mother’s Day, Earl
got me a hummingbird feeder and placed it at the back of the house so that I can see the birds
as I am sitting in the living room. It did not take too long for the hummingbirds to show up and
start feasting away. I will sit in my chair and talk to them, believing that they can hear me
through the window. I will tell them to eat up and I occasionally try to break up a dispute over
rights to the feeder!
I am a lover of coffee (for about five years now)! I am married to a man that loves coffee. Several
years ago I noticed a sad trend in the Winfrey household. My husband would ask if I want a cup
of coffee. I would say no. He wanted a cup of coffee but did not want to be wasteful so he just
wouldn't make a pot. After several of those interactions, I began hearing in my spirit, “Share a
cup of coffee with your husband.” So I began drinking coffee, not because I like it but because I
love my husband.
I love teaching! I currently teach the K4 class and I absolutely adore my class! Several weeks ago
was Teacher Appreciation Week and I was showered with lovely gifts. One of the gifts I received
was a coffee mug with the words “Be Still” written on both sides. I told my student that this is
one of my favorite verses and that I can’t wait to drink a cup of coffee from my new mug.
This past Saturday, while Earl was away and the kids were playing, I sat down in my chair with
my “Be Still” mug full of coffee. As I took the first sip I noticed, out of the corner of my eye, one of
my daily visitors partaking in a delicious breakfast of sugar water! I looked at the bird...I looked at
the mug...then back at the bird...then back at my mug. It hit me! I began doing a little research.
The hummingbird, on average, flaps it’s wings 3,180 times per minute. The human heart beats,
on average, 60-100 per minute. WE WERE NEVER CREATED TO BE HUMMINGBIRDS!!!! We are
always on the go. We get up at the crack of dawn and fill our schedules with activity after
activity. Those activities only multiply if we add children to the mix. We pick them up from
school to race them to some sort of practice. That practice is over and we fly through the
drive-thru, barely slowing down to grab our order. We scarf that food down so we won’t be late
to the next practice. We pull into the driveway just in time for the children to grab a 30 second
shower before dragging themselves to bed. Somewhere in there….who knows where...they try
to finish their homework. We do this on an almost daily basis and call it living life.
God calls us to be still. He wants us to STOP! Look at Psalm 46:10. Notice that comma? A
comma indicates a pause. The thought is stopped for a brief moment. When we pause we
know who God is. Remember how He came to Elijah? Was it in the great, strong wind that tore
the mountains and broke the rocks? No. Was it in the earthquake? No. Was it in the fire? No.
Was it in the low whisper? YES! We cannot hear God in the winds of distractions. We cannot
get clarification while in the earthquake of chaos that often move us from one space to another.
We cannot be certain of what His will is while we are in the fire of anxiety that engulfs our every
moment. It is only when we “BE STILL” that we can hear Him. We can begin to make out His
voice over the distractions. Things become clear because we have stopped moving. His will
becomes evident because our moments belong to Him.
PRACTICE being still. PRACTICE listening for that low whisper. If need be, get a hummingbird
feeder and a new coffee mug!
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...Continued from the cover page
I know that we are not where we want to be as a church, but thank God that we have
come a long way from where we were! And we continue to move in the right direction as this
year, we have seen several visitors for our Morning Worship service. We have received visitors
at least once every month and I have a feeling that we will continue seeing this happen for the
rest of the year. And while we are still waiting for some of the visitors to “Stick” with us, I know
that this is positive movement for our church.
Another great improvement is our face in the community. Thanks to our ad that runs on
the TV Guide channel, our Facebook page and website, our participation in community events
and our church events for the community, we are getting recognized by people who did not
know we were here. I used to have conversations that involved a comment about how people
didn’t know we were still a church but now, I am able to talk about how we are doing some
great things and people are beginning to get interested in knowing more.
3 years have gone by quickly, and we are still working at improving some areas, but I
think we can smile at what we have done so far with the Lord’s help, and as long as the creek
don’t rise, we will continue working to be that church that God can be proud of.
For our newsletter, you will see the new sections that I talked about last month, and
those articles will be a consistent presence for us. We also have a new writer for us, and I am
excited about her contribution!

Karena Mason was one of the teenagers at our previous church in Mountain City, GA,
and she has grown into a Godly woman who is passionate about missions. We are proud of
what she has already done with short term mission trips, and we look forward to seeing how
God is going to use her in the future. She will be attending Johnson University (TN) in the fall
and I am sure we will hear more about her plans as she continues her journey. Each month,
she will be sharing stories from the mission trips and anything else that she has on her heart to
share. I think she is a great addition to our newsletter.
Speaking of additions to the newsletter, the door is still open for anybody else who
would like to contribute. You don’t have to be a writer to share something that is on your
mind. You could share a devotional from a book, a poem that you read, or even a recipe that
you tried and it tasted good! The sky is the limit for our newsletter and I would love to keep
adding to it so we can build something that we can all benefit from.
Don’t forget about the trivia question and the calendar towards the end, and remember
to give me any feedback you may have about how we can improve. This is a labor of love and I
am always looking for ways to keep it moving in the right direction.
I love our church!
Earl Winfrey
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Wilderness Period: Deuteronomy
Getting Acquainted
- Aim: Deuteronomy forms a fitting conclusion to
the ministry of Moses
- Theme: Obedience is essential!
- The fifth of the “Five scrolls” was named in the Greek Old Testament,
Deuteronomion, “Second law.” The name is derived from the fact that Moses
repeated and at times adjusted the Law just before his death. Some Rabbis called
Deuteronomy “The Book of Exhortations,” but most referred to it by the first key
word debharim, “Words.”
- The importance of Deuteronomy can be seen in the frequency with which
it was quoted in the Dead Sea Scrolls and in the New Testament. When he was
tempted, Jesus responded to the Devil in each instance with a quotation from
Deuteronomy (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). When he was asked which was the first and
greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37), He cited Deuteronomy 6:5. He referred
to specific points of the Law as formulated in Deuteronomy on several occasions
(Matthew 18:16, 19:8, 22:24).
The Authorship of Deuteronomy
- The claims of the Book:
+ Presents itself as being the record of discourses spoken by Moses
+ Deuteronomy 31:9 states that Moses was the author
- Claims of the Critics:
+ This book was a forgery
= Created just before the reformation of King Josiah
= Written over 700 years after the death of Moses
= Priests pretended to discover the book in the temple (621BC)
+ Conservative scholars answer
= Many references from other books credit Moses as the author
= Chapter 34 may have been added since it talks about his death
= No reason to deny Mosaic authorship since Jesus believed it
Continued on the next page...
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...Continued from page 6
Setting of Deuteronomy
- About 70 days separate Moses’ first address (1:3)
from Joshua 4:19
- No new characters are introduced in this book
- Geographical setting for the book:
+ Plains of Moab across the Jordan from Jericho
+ Israel was camped in the valley near Beth Peor (3:29, 4:46)
- Moses reviews the entire history of Israel beginning in Egypt
- The Book of Numbers ends at the border of the Promised Land
- Moses prepared them to enter the land using Deuteronomy:
+ A new generation made it necessary to review the history
+ The new land was filled with gross religious corruption
+ New dangers were waiting for them in the Promised Land
+ They were going to settle in the new land forever
+ New military, economic, and spiritual challenges were present
+ Transition to agricultural life meant new assignments to be given
+ A new leader was emerging as Moses faded away
The Structure of Deuteronomy
- The First Address (Deuteronomy 1-4): Review of Israel’s history
- The Second Address (Deuteronomy 5-26)
+ Moses explains the statutes and ordinances in chapter 5
+ (6-11) Moses stressed the need for humility and avoiding idolatry
+ (12-26) Legal material revised to apply to new situation in Canaan
- The Third and Fourth Addresses (Deuteronomy 27-30)
+ Provision for covenant renewal in the Promised Land
+ Call for renewal of commitment, last exhortation to obey the Lord
- Appendix (Deuteronomy 31-34): Final preparations and death of Moses
“Pray for FCC”
For 2018, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION
The car in the picture is a 1950 Mercury. As you can see, there
was not much hope for the car as plants were growing in it, but
the finished product looks as good as new. After the owner put
his mind to it, the car became showroom ready. I’m sure it was
discouraging when he started, but he soon found out that it
can be done. The 1950 Mercury was a popular car for movies.
If you watched Rebel without a cause or the musical Grease,
you would recognize this model. In Grease, I believe this model
was driven by a character named Crater-Face.
A complete restoration like this one is not easy. In fact, this is
one of the hardest projects you can take on as far as cars are
concerned because you have to go from bumper to bumper
fixing everything along the way. I remember helping my dad with a 1964 Pontiac Catalina
Convertible and he helped me with a 1978 Triumph Spitfire convertible, and with each vehicle
we had a different set of issues that grew as we worked. A complete restoration is never truly
complete because there is always something to be worked on, but it is a labor of love so it
doesn’t really matter how long it takes.
This is a good picture of the Restoration Movement as we are trying our best to bring the
church back to the Bible. During the first couple of centuries, the church of the New Testament
went through some unhealthy transitions that slowly started moving them away from the
Apostles’ teachings. As the centuries went by, the church moved farther and farther away until
faithful men tried to bring the church back to where it needed to be. Now we have several
hundreds of years’ worth of stories that make up our heritage, and this helps us stay on track
while we continue this labor of love known as the complete restoration of God’s church. We
will never truly be finished because there is so much work that needs to be done, but we are
making progress as we are closer to the book of Acts today than before.
Our church is also a restoration project. Through the years, our church has seen good times
and years that were not so good. And with every set of trials that we have faced, God has been
faithful as He allowed this church to stay open. Even during those dark periods when it felt like
there was no other option, God somehow kept us going because He still believes in us. And
now it is our turn to show God how thankful we are for this opportunity to restore His church.
It is time to move forward as we continue what God has started.
Just like the 1950 Mercury in the picture, there is a lot of work left for us as a church, but it can
be done. We may not be as big as the other churches in the area, but God still wants us to
reach out and connect with the community. We may not have the resources that other
churches may have, but we can still make an impact for Christ. Instead of looking at everything
we may not have, God wants us to look at Him and know that IT CAN BE DONE!
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For our first Church myth, I figured I would start with the obvious one:

“The preacher only works 1 hour per week.”
I would hope that we all know that this is a myth and although we may joke about it, the job of
a preacher is never finished. By the way, I am writing this at 2:00am on a Saturday morning,
but I digress. All kidding aside, I have seen and heard accusations directed at me and others
who have chosen to work for the Lord in the local church, and some of those accusations were
not very nice. I remember hearing a story about an elder going into the Minister’s office and he
made the comment about how he wanted to make sure the Minister was earning his paycheck.
I wonder how that elder would have felt if that Minister went to his work to make sure he was
earning his paycheck.
Sometimes I wonder if part of the problem could be the fact that we are not as transparent as
we should be when it comes to what we do. I remember being asked an honest question
about what I do during the week, and I appreciated the chance to share it. After sharing my
week, that person understood that being a preacher is not just about standing in the pulpit for
30 minutes each week and locking up the church before going home.
That being said, it is hard to describe a typical week for a preacher because the weeks are not
typical. However, there is a consistent end to each week, and that is the sermon. My process
for sermon writing takes a while, because I began writing my sermons when I was old enough
to read. Everything I read, study, and teach from the Bible eventually shows up in a sermon or
a lesson or a newsletter article. God has been preparing me along the way even when I had no
idea that I was going to become a preacher. I also took several years of Bible college to study
deeply, and the fruit from that labor shows up too. Each sermon takes a lifetime of research
because God uses everything I have experienced to help me write.
Think about it this way. A sermon is like a research paper you write in school. And every week,
a new research paper must be written so this takes up the bulk of my time. The rest of my time
is used for other church related activities that may or may not be something that can be given
to somebody else depending on the job description. Every church is unique so every preacher
will have different responsibilities according to the churches they serve. However, one thing is
certain. Preachers work more than 1 hour per week, so I would have to emphatically say that
this myth is busted!
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DELIBERATE REMEMBRANCE ~ by Sara Lantzer
“Remember” and “Forget”
Both words have to do with memory, but one is deliberate, the other is accidental.
Mother's Day, Father's Day, Memorial Day, and numerous other holidays are built into our calendar. Just like memorial stones for the Israelites (Joshua 4:7), these days were deliberately designed to teach or remind us about experiences from previous generations. They are vehicles to
bring benefit out of the past, in order to deliver it to the present.
Deliberate remembrance of the cost of freedom. Intentional recollection of glad events. Planned
recognition of sacrificial actions.
Memorials. Enacted and enabled by God and man. Created to counteract the natural path of
accidental forgetfulness.
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in
a small town in Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity.

Hello! My name is Karena Mason. I am 20 years old, and I was born and raised in a very small
town called Franklin, North Carolina. I live here with my family, and I attend church with them
as well. I graduated from a community college last year with an associate in arts degree, and I
am planning on furthering my education beginning this fall.

When I was a child, I never had a definitive answer to the overwhelming question, “What do
you want to be when you grow up?” All I knew was that I loved God, and I enjoyed helping
people. Then one Sunday in church, when I was 12 years old, God spoke straight to my heart.
As I sat listening to the sermon, He whispered to me, “You are going to go on a mission trip one
day.” At such a young age, the thought of leaving my family to go overseas scared the living day
lights out of me! After that, I put the thought in the back of my mind. I had no idea that His
words would eventually grow into an overwhelming desire within me.
Flash forward eight years. I had recently been searching for a short-term mission trip, but
nothing had caught my attention yet; I was waiting for God to lead me in the right direction.
One March morning, I was sitting at home with my mom, when she told me that she heard
about an upcoming mission trip. Thinking I wouldn’t be interested, she jokingly asked me, “Hey,
do you want to go on a mission trip to Uganda in four months?” Nonetheless, the word “yes”
came out of my mouth before a thought went through my mind. Upon looking further into this
mission trip, the overwhelming peace of God washed over me. That very day, I knew the Lord
was fulfilling what He prophesied upon my life. I have so many stories to share from my
experiences in Uganda, but I will save those for another day!
Blessings,
Karena Mason
Karena Mason is a 20 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She attends First Christian Church
of Mountain City, GA with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping people in
need. Her hobbies include studying the Bible, spending time with family, listening to music, and traveling.
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3 CIRCLES OF FELLOWSHIP (Earl Winfrey)
When talking about bringing people to church,
the events that are the most visitor friendly are
those that involve fellowship. This is where we get
to know each other on a deeper level instead of
just staying on the surface. This is where we can
move people from the outside into the inner circle
of our lives. To help us understand the circles we
set up, I am sharing an outline from a sermon:
I. Congregation (Mark 3:7-12)
A. Jesus had many disciples around Him
B. We have Sunday morning worship
1. Surface level relationships
2. The beginning of Fellowship
If Sunday morning worship is the only type of fellowship you have with other believers,
you are robbing yourself of the deep relationships God intended for His children to have!
II. Class (Mark 3:13-19)
A. Jesus had 12 Apostles
B. We have Sunday School/Wed night Bible Study
1. Deeper relationships and growth
2. Genuine Fellowship is enhanced
C. How does somebody become part of the 2nd circle?
III. Inner Circle (Matthew 17:1-8)
A. Jesus had His inner circle
B. Who is in your inner circle?
1. Deepest relationships are built here
2. Is Jesus in your inner circle? (John 15:14-15)
C. How does somebody become part of your inner circle?

“When the Prodigals come home to our church I hope they meet
the Father before they meet the older brother.” - Jeff Vines

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy:
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
John was on the Island of Patmos when he was given the vision of Revelation (Revelation 1:9)
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Steven Skinner

Be one of the first 3 people
to answer correctly and
you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer
and you will receive an
honorable mention!

Honorable Mention:
Michael Winfrey, Freda Austin, Phillis Jackson

This month’s question:
Whose hair when cut annually weighed two hundred shekels by the king’s weight?

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
THE WINFREYS ARE HEADING TO THE NACC
After Worship with the Winfreys on June 21, the Winfreys will begin their
journey towards Indianapolis for the North American Christian Convention.
Like previous years, they will be adding some vacation time before and after the
NACC for some much needed R & R before coming back home. For this reason,
Keith Short will be preaching on June 24 and Chris Crawford will be preaching
on July 1. Earl will return to the church on Thursday, July 5 to get back into the
routine and prepare for his “1 hour” of work the following Sunday, July 8.

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV)
Don’t forget to pray for those churches near our hearts!
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY)

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL

Port Orange Christian Church, FL

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA

Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA

Tucker Christian Church, GA

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added
to this list, be sure to let Earl know.

Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)

Lilburn Christian Church, GA

