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Welcome to our newslet ter!
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INTRODUCING NEW SECTIONS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER
As we continue to work out this “Labor of Love”
2018 THEME: called the newsletter, I have decided to add a few
new sections to help us have continuity in the midst
GET OUT OF
of variety every month. As you have already seen,
THE BOAT!
Sara Lantzer has been a steady writer for us since the
beginning, and she continues to provide great stuff!
We also have Michael Winfrey providing articles that she finds interesting
and she has even written a few on her own that I think are
great! Of course, being her husband, I may be a little biased,
I
but as the editor, I think they are well written.
JESUS
For 2018 and beyond, I decided to add Route 66 to
give us a bird’s eye view of each Bible book, and now, I am
starting some new sections:
Continued on page 4…
Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

L
O
R
D

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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The Original Mother’s Heart
For as long as I can remember I wanted to be an archaeologist. The whole idea of finding something
buried and unseen by others appealed to me. When younger, I could be found digging in some corner
of the yard. Best thing I ever found was an old spark plug calibrator. And then, I encountered Christ. My
whole life changed, but my love for a good dig didn’t. It was simply redirected.
God placed a treasure trove of priceless jewels within reach when I was handed a Bible. Miner’s hat?
Check. Pickaxe and shovel? Check. Burning passion to discover God? Check, check.
In my search for God’s nature, I stumbled across something stunning: His handiwork in fashioning
mothers’ hearts. It’s easy to miss God weaving Himself into mothers and their hearts. A deep well failing
definition. Greeting cards offer armies of categories addressing it. Hollywood’s spent millions depicting it
onscreen. Yet the wellspring of a mother’s heart remains mysterious.

Our Creator takes care to knit Himself into who we are and will become. In examining His love for us, His
mothering nature is quickly apparent.

“...How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings.” Matthew 23:27
How could God reference Himself as a protective mother, lest He’d poured his compassionate nature into
the mother’s heart? His maternal temperament continues”

“...He will exult over you with joy; He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.”
Zephaniah 3:17
“Quiet in His love,” duplicates the tenderest moments between mother and child, referencing the child
being fully contented and simply enjoying the closeness of its mother. The child wants nothing more
than its mother’s presence. It’s a time of quiet love. Drawing powerful strength from her proximity alone.
Again we see His mothering side:

“Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb?” Isaiah 49:15
Who better than the Designer of mothers could explain this nurturing side of Himself? The nourishing
definition of Jehovah Jireh. Our Provider. His provision in limitless care was famously spoken to Moses.
Asking a yet unnamed God His name, He replied, “I AM.” A statement begging to fill in the blank. “I AM
everything. I AM infinite. I AM all powerful.
Until my mother’s passing, I took full advantage of my family membership and went straight to her for
comfort. Dad understood my running past him to reach her arms. With advancing years, hurts changed,
but the source of my consolation didn’t I still went to mom for comfort. For through her kindness,
forgiveness, and never-ending compassion, I came to wholly trust God. He was easily recognizable in her
and I deeply valued God’s mothering heart woven tightly into hers.
Our Father in heaven is solidly our Father. His maternal nature guarantees attendance at every bird’s
funeral. Keeps track of 7.2 billion heads of hair. Tallies innumerable thoughts about us exceeding grains
of sand. Stills our storms, heals our diseases, binds our broken hearts. The most potent attribute of His
mother’s heart, is His lavish forgiveness of our sins. Black sins, washed in read blood, producing robes of
white righteousness. Like the mother that deliberately forgets her child’s shortcomings, He casts our sins
directionally as far as the east is from the west, until sinking to the floor of the Sea of Forgetfulness.
Simply stated, He is Father God with a mother’s heart. Waiting to wipe every tear; sitting up with us
through the night; and listening to our troubles-solving them while we are yet speaking.
Devotion taking from CBN Online Devotionals

“Pray for FCC”
For 2018, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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...Continued from the cover page
The first new section will be called “Reflections on the Restoration” which will be focused
on the Restoration Movement and our identity as part of that movement. This came from a
burning desire to teach our great heritage and help people understand who we are and why
we are here. Unfortunately, there are many churches in our movement who are deprived of a
valuable education regarding our history because it is not being taught. For reasons beyond
my comprehension, where we came from is not seen as something important, and the result is
a church that goes through an identity crises. Way too often, people get into heated debates
about who we are and what we believe without fully knowing what we believe and who we
are. This monthly section will be my contribution to help correct this problem.

If we can’t embrace our heritage, how are we going to get others to understand our
identity? Ken Idleman wrote a great article in the May issue of the Christian Standard about the
state of Christian Churches today, and he gave a statement to define who we are:
“The independent Christian church movement is a fellowship of autonomous congregations
that are aggressively moving forward to restore the New Testament church of the first century
in the 21st century.” That is a great description of us, and through this new section of our
newsletter, I will work on helping us understand what this means for us today.
Another new section I am excited about is the “Next Man Up” section which will focus
on leadership. A few weeks ago, I added next man up to our prayer list because we need to be
praying today for the elders of tomorrow. We have 2 great elders who have been leading our
church through some struggles over the years, and they are ready to help the next generation
of elders develop into great leaders who will one day move into the driver seat. At this point,
we are looking for Godly men who are willing to learn about leadership. We want to avoid the
old “Plug and play” philosophy of just trying to find anybody to fill a position. For this reason,
we want to start studying with, praying with, and preparing those who feel that they may be
able to help out in some capacity as a leader. No pressure yet, just learn and pray! Every
month, I will write something related to leadership to help us get started.
And finally, I think this last addition is going to be fun! I am calling it “Church Myth
Busters” and if you are familiar with the popular show, you know the direction I am heading in.
Over the thousands of years the church has existed, there have been many myths developed
from the pew to the pulpit and I plan to bust some of those myths with Biblical support along
the way. I will tackle some popular myths like: The preacher only works 1 hour per week, there
is only one way to minister, all elders are the same, all preachers are the same, all pew people
are the same, and all churches are the same.
This is just the tip of the iceberg as we keep moving forward with this newsletter and our
church! And as always, if you feel like you can contribute anything or have ideas of what we
can include in our “Labor of Love” then please let me know as soon as you can.
I love our church!
Earl Winfrey
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Wilderness Period: Introduction to Numbers
Getting Acquainted
- Largest book of the Pentateuch (32,902 words)
- Name reflects the 2 recorded censuses (chapters 1 & 26)
- Jews call this book “In the wilderness” (more appropriate)
- This book is more concerned with the wilderness than the census
Setting of Numbers
- Probably written towards the end of the Wilderness period (1407 BC)
- Trip from Egypt to Sinai took a month and ½ (Exodus 19:1)
- Israelites spent the next 10 months receiving instructions (Leviticus)
- The first census happened 12½ after leaving Egypt (11 months at Sinai)
The Purpose of Numbers
- Focuses on the laws of Israel while they are marching
- Items that are unique to Numbers
+ Military order of the tribes
+ Census of the fighting force
+ Travel duties of the Levites
- Leviticus = worship/purity, Numbers = walk/pilgrimage
- Numbers can be summarized: “Marching and Murmuring”
- History of Israel from first census to final camp before the Promised Land
- Key thought for Numbers is discipline (Freedom = Discipline + Law)
- Key passage: Numbers 14:29-30 (Sentenced to wander in the wilderness)
- Education of a nation: Perseverance is essential (You must finish the race)
The Structure of Numbers
- The Preparation (Numbers 1-10:10)
- The March (Numbers 10:11-22:1)
- The Conclusion (Numbers 22:2-36:13)
*Special Study*
Jacob’s sons: What did they do to get punished?
- Reuben (Genesis 35:22)
+ Slept with Jacob’s concubine (No big issue made at the time)
+ (Genesis 49:3-4) Jacob removed his birthright (1 Chronicles 5:1)
- Simeon and Levi seek revenge (Genesis 34)
+ Dinah was a daughter of Leah and sister to Simeon and Levi
+ They deceived the men of Shechem and killed them
+ They also took all of their possessions
+ Jacob gave a mild rebuke but later cursed their anger
= (Genesis 49:5-7) They will be scattered throughout Israel
= Levi tribe redeems themselves and become priests
= Simeon tribe became warriors (Numbers 1)
= (Joshua 19) Simeon’s tribe was absorbed into other tribes
- Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38)
+ Tamar was engaged to Judah’s son but he died
+ Judah’s second son died and the 3rd was too young
+ Judah refused to marry Tamar so she tricked him and got pregnant
+ Judah repented and therefore no lasting punishment given
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Communication ~ an Award Series by Sara Lantzer
th

On my 35 birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve certain
qualities in my life. Sister Third received one titled Communication. (Please note that names
have been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!)
Psalm 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.”
The first inkling I had in understanding the power of words was in connection with one of my
sisters. It was brought to my attention that many of my friends were her age, and yet I couldn’t
recall having friendly exchanges with her! Researching love languages, and also studying
personality traits to discover what pieces made up the puzzle of my own life, I realized that her
heart was that of a teacher, and the language she used to receive love was words of affirmation.
Imagine my dismay when I took inventory of my recent spoken words to her and saw that the
vast majority were criticisms or demands or belittlements. Other folks might say ‘sibling rivalry’ is
just a matter of course, but I committed then and there to mend my ways and try to build a
‘sibling friendship’ instead. Boy, am I glad I put in the effort to practice, practice, practice saying
true and uplifting and pleasant words to her, because now, especially when I need them most,
she is able to speak truth and understanding and insight into my life.
A beautiful actress is expected to also have beautiful words come from her tongue – the
disappointment of find things otherwise can be likened to admiring a jeweled ring but being
disgusted because it is wasted on a pig’s nose.
A stammering boy grows up to be a stammering man, but his destiny is to become a King who
bolsters his people with tongue – The King’s Speech tells this intriguing story of George VI.
(Please note – this movie is rated R for language, which is a rating I personally choose not to watch. A person I
trusted watched it with me, though, and skipped the places that were offensive. Yep, sometimes a true depiction of
events is offensive, but it can also be enlightening and beneficial.)

But what if your words get twisted? What if everyone expects you to think like they do? What if
the truth is painful? Has God listened to the apparent changes rather than the bona fide
original? Has He ceased to create unique individuals in favor of trite copycats?? Has He left us
to deal with pain alone??? Certainly NOT! Humans are very close to God’s heart, and He cares
about each and every one of them to the point of preserving more than 700,000 words in His
Word in order to provide the opportunity for friendship with Him, rather than rivalry.
We might be able to choose what thoughts and words belong to us, but we can’t choose the
rejection or affirmation that result from speaking them. Speak acceptably!
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in
a small town in Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity.
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WHO WILL BE OUR NEXT VISITOR? (Earl Winfrey)
As I look back at the attendance sheet for
2018, in just 4 months, we have had several weeks
with first time and regular visitors! This has been a
good year for attendance and our events outside
of the normal services have filled the parking lot!
The Lord has blessed us with many people coming
in to hang out with us for various reasons, and we
even have some visitors who are getting closer to
becoming more than just visitors. It is exciting to
see that there are new people coming through the doors and I know that as we continue to
move forward, we will start seeing fruit from our labor. Our theme this year has helped us stay
focused on doing more than what we have done before, and the next 2/3 of the year looks to
be even better than what we have seen so far!
Having said all of that, I want to know who will be our next visitor. Have you invited somebody
to church yet? At Wil’s birthday party, I was talking to one of Michaela’s friends with Michaela
standing next to her. I told her that we would need to get her to come to church with us at
some point, and Michaela took that seed that was planted. She ended up bringing her friend to
church the next week! Michaela is 8 years old, and she managed to bring her friend to church.
I have also seen other members bring friends too. Who is next? Let’s keep this going and see
what God can do when we take the time to invite our friends!

"Evangelism is so easy, even an adult can do it." - Steve Skinner
Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy:
Support bacteria. They're the only culture some people have.

"I cannot speak for you, but I want to be among those who worship. I do not want
just to be a part of some great ecclesiastical machine where the pastor turns the
crank and the machine runs. You know--the pastor loves everybody and
everybody loves him. He has to do it. He is paid to do it.
I wish that we might get back to worship again. Then when people come into the
church, they will instantly sense that they have come among holy people, God's
people. They can testify, 'Of a truth, God is in this place.'" - A.W. Tozer
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Hebrews is the book of the Bible that follows Philemon (Philemon 1:25 - Hebrews 1:1)
Winners: Michaela Winfrey/Phillis Jackson/Wil Winfrey

Be one of the first 3 people
to answer correctly and
you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer
and you will receive an
honorable mention!

Honorable Mention:
Freda Austin

This month’s question:
On what island was John when he was given the vision of Revelation?

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
UPDATE ON THE PLAYGROUND
At the beginning of the year, we received a generous donation from Josh
Norman to help with building a playground. So far, nothing has been built yet,
but we are currently looking at some designs and will be contacting a company
soon to get started. We may need to discuss the location of the playground
because we are finding that the original place we had in mind might not be big
enough for what we want to build. Please pray for us as we continue to work
out the details for this exciting new addition to the church grounds!

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV)
Don’t forget to pray for those churches near our hearts!
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY)

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL

Port Orange Christian Church, FL

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA

Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA

Tucker Christian Church, GA

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added
to this list, be sure to let Earl know.

Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)

Lilburn Christian Church, GA

