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Footprints 

First Christian Church 
Greenwood SC 

...where strangers become family 

SOON, SOMEDAY SOON, AND SOMEDAY 
 In order to help us move out of our comfort 

zones for the upward call of Christ and get out of the 

boat this year, we need a vision.  We need a direction 

to go in so we can figure out how to get there. 

 Remember that a road map will help you only if 

you know where it is you want to go.  For this reason, 

we want input from as many people as possible so we can create the 

journey for our church.  To help with this, we have set up a 

brainstorming board in the Fellowship Hall that will collect 

all of the ideas we have. 

 We want to fill up that brainstorming board with 1/4 

size sheets of paper that contain ideas from every member of 

our church.  No idea is too big or too small at this point.  We 

will decide which ones to keep later. 

Continued on page 4… 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

2018 THEME: 

GET OUT OF 

THE BOAT! 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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Love and Marriage….KIDS EDITION!!! (Michael Winfrey) 

 

There are times when kids really do say the darndest things!  Here are some of my favorite 

quotes by children regarding all things love and marriage! 

 

“If falling in love is anything like learning how to spell, I don’t want to do it.  It takes too long.” 

Glenn age 7 

“It’s never okay to kiss a boy.  They always slobber all over you.  That’s why I stopped doing it.” 

Tammy age 10 

“Romantic adults usually are all dressed up, so if they are wearing jeans it might mean that they 

used to go out or they just broke up.” Sarah age 9 

“Married people usually look happy to talk to other people.”  Eddie age 6 

“Tell your wife she looks beautiful even if she looks like a dump truck!” Ricky age 7 

“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different.  You just know that your 

name is safe in their mouth.”  Billy age 4 

“Marriage is when you get to keep your girl and don’t have to give her back to her parents.” 

Eric age 6 

“Falling in love is like an avalanche where you have to run for your life.” Roger age 9 

“Love will find you, even if you are trying to hide from it.  I have been trying to hide from it since I 

was five, but the girls keep finding me!” Bobby age 8 

“I am not rushing into being in love.  Fourth grade is hard enough.”  Regina age 10 

“Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and 

smell each other.” Karl age 5 

“Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt and he wears it every day.” Noelle age 7 

“Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know each 

other so well.” Tommy age 6 

“No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry.  God decides it all 

way before, and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with.”  Kirsten age 10 

“Once I’m done with Kindergarten, I’m going to find me a wife.” Bert age 5 

“Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other.  Even boys 

have something to say if you listen long enough.”  Lynnette age 8 

“It isn’t always just how you look.  Look at me, I’m handsome like anything and I haven’t got    

anybody to marry me yet.”  Gary age 7 

“Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making 

them give you any of theirs.”  Chrissie age 6 

“Love is hugging and kissing.”  Michaela age 8 

“Marriage is when you are devoted together.”  Michaela age 8 

“Falling in love means that the girl is cute and she feels the same way about you.”  Wil age 9 

“Marriage means wanting to have kids and continue to love the other person who loves you.” 

Wil age 9 
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...Continued from the cover page 

 The ideas for this brainstorming board will be separated in 3 different categories.  We 

want ideas for “Soon” (This year), “Someday Soon” (3-5 years), and “Someday” (10 years and   

beyond).  We already have several great ideas, but I want to see more!  For this year, we already 

have 2 ideas that were not previously discussed, and we are going to try to work on these 

ASAP, and those are VBS and a Women’s Bible Study.  I thought about waiting for VBS, but 

since we have to start sometime, there is no better time than the present!  Stay tuned for more 

details about VBS once we develop a plan for action! 

 Now some of you may be thinking that we have done this before under a different    

Minister, so why go through this again?  I’m glad you asked! 

 For starters, I was not the Minister when this happened so I don’t know the context for 

the ideas that were developed.  If you have the ideas and think they are good ones for us now, 

then please write them down and put them on the board!  I want to know what you came up 

before so we can see if it is something we still want to do now. 

 Along the fact that I was not the Minister, we are a different church today than we were 

yesterday.  People change as they grow older and churches do too.  We may or may not have 

the same needs, goals, skills, and resources that were here when the previous brainstorming 

session occurred.  This is why we need to look closely at what was suggested and see what we 

want to keep and what needs tweaking.  From this point forward, the ideas we come up will 

determine the journey we will take as a church.  Remember that this church will go as far as the 

Lord allows and He has blessed all of us with the ability to help along the way. 

 Let’s put our creativity to work and see what we can come up with.  I am excited about 

how this church can grow into something greater than anything we have ever imagined! 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING! 

Our sermon series that begins February 4th was      

inspired by Rick Rusaw’s book “The Externally        

Focused Church,” and it emphasizes the need for 

ministry to happen beyond the 4 walls of our     

comfort zone. 

 

This series will discuss what it means to be focused 

on the community while maintaining a Biblical  

foundation for making disciples.  Ministry in the community enhances our ability to be heard and 

increases our chances for bringing people to the Lord.  As the saying goes, “People don’t care 

about how much you know until they know how much you care.”  My goal for this series is to get 

us thinking about what happens outside the building because that is where the people are. 
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GENESIS: “In the Beginning…” 

Genesis gets its name by a common book naming    

principle in the Bible.  It deals with the beginning of 

such things as matter, the universe, animal and plant 

life, man, sin, and the Hebrew race.  The word “Genesis” 

means “Beginning or origin.”  Therefore, it is a fitting 

name for the first book of the Bible. 

Purpose/Theme: 

Records the creation of the world and events leading to the creation of God’s chosen people. 

 

Key Verses: 

“God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) 

 

“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and 

go to the land I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you… and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed by you.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 

Main People: Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Joseph 

 

Outline: 

 I. Mankind in General (Ch. 1-11) 

  A. The Creation (1-2) 

  B. The Fall of Man (3-4) 

  C. Noah and the Flood (5-10) 

  D. The Tower of Babel (11) 

 

 II. The Patriarchs of Israel (Ch. 12-50) 

  A. The Life of Abraham (12-25) 

  B. The Life of Isaac (21-35) 

  C. The Life of Jacob (25-49) 

  D. The Life of Joseph (30-50) 

 

(Information taken from “Journey of a Lifetime” written by Tommy C. Higle) 

 

 I had the wonderful experience of being able to teach this book from beginning to end 

verse by verse in a Wednesday Night Bible Study when I was preaching for the First Christian 

Church of Mountain City, GA.  Although it took over a year to finish the study, it was fun         

because we kept discovering parts of the story that we never noticed before.  We also saw that 

the people in the story are not that much different from us.  They made mistakes like we do, 

they struggle with their faith and even rebel against God like we do, and they were protected 

by God the way we can be protected if we allow God to be in charge of our lives. 

- Earl Winfrey 



Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

The early bird may get the worm, 

but the second mouse gets the cheese in the trap. 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2018, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special    

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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HEART ENGRAVINGS ~ by Sara Lantzer 
 

The heart is like an Etch-A-Sketch. Each relationship 
contributes its own unique effect on the screen. 

  
 
 An acquaintance makes a random faint line in the middle of the white space. 

 
 A new friend draws pleasant shapes that might gradually move toward the center. 

 
 A seasoned friend sketches beauty and familiarity here, there and everywhere. 

 
 A family member creates thick grooves that extend from edge to edge with either 
      annoyance or blessing. 
 
 A soul mate traces parallel lines and swirls and squigglies that exactly correspond to the 

heart's deepest desires. 
 
 
And then there is the Lord - a whizz and a pro of epic proportions! He thoughtfully takes up our 
heart, that fragile core that is so easily and deeply touched by even the slightest twist or shake, 
and He watches each stroke that others are adding. He notices every fleck that the magnets 
switch, and from all the contributions (or maybe in spite of them!) He crafts a magnificent       
engraving that breathes beauty and love and acceptance for us to gaze upon. 
 

 
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in a small town in    

Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity. 

"He that is good at making excuses is seldom 
good for anything else. " - Benjamin Franklin  



THE CIRCLE OF JOY (Earl Winfrey) 

 

Every church I have been part of had a thriving women’s group and this church has one too.  

Some churches have informal groups that work when needed while others are more formal 

with a monthly meeting.  Our women’s group is one that meets monthly, and they are called 

The Circle of Joy.  They are the backbone for ministry here especially for the children.  There 

have been many events planned and activities happening because these ladies take the time to 

organize and work out the details. 

 

I know that our church has benefited from their efforts and we are thankful because without 

their help, our ministry would not run as smoothly as it does. 

 

Having said that, there are times when The Circle of Joy depends on our help, and this month is 

one of those moments.  Every year, they have an annual fund raiser called the Favorite Soup 

Supper and Cake Walk.  The details are below.  This is a time when we get to sample some 

great recipes and have fun winning cakes and other sweets with the walk.  The money raised 

goes to their expenses and most of their expenses are focused on activities for the youth of the 

church.  This is why I want to encourage as many people as possible to support this fund raiser. 

 

If you are unable to attend the event and you would like to support the Circle of Joy, be sure to 

send me an email (Earl@fccgwd.org) and I will let you know how to get the donation to them.  I 

am sure that the money will go to good use as they are faithfully serving the Lord through    

ministry at our church.  Please pray for the event and the Circle of Joy as they prepare for it. 
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FAVORITE SOUP SUPPER AND CAKE WALK 

(Annual Fund Raiser) 

 

 When: Saturday, February 17 @ 6pm  

 

 Where: 

First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood, SC 29649 

www.fccgwd.org 

 

 Cost: $5 per person, $15 per family, $.25 (Cake Walk)  
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LOVE IS…..   LOVE IS NOT… 

PROTECTING   MEAN 

PATIENT    ANGRY 

TRUTHFUL   EVIL 

FAITHFUL   PROUD 

HELPFUL   RUDE 

FORGIVING   SELFISH 

KIND    HATEFUL 

TRUSTING   JEALOUS 



CAN WE PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH? 
One of the great strengths of ministry for us is the ability to pray.  We pray each week on 

Sunday morning for our worship service, and pray each Tuesday for our church in general.  

Along with those prayer times, we also have an active prayer list in the bulletin and a prayer 

page on our website for those who would like prayer although they are not physically here.  

At the bottom of this page, there is another list that we use for prayer, and this is where you 

can help us.  It has been a while since I have updated the list so I would like to take this     

opportunity to add churches to our list!  If you would like for us to pray for your church, just 

send me an email, and I will gladly list your church! 

- Earl Winfrey  

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 

Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question:  

Belteshazzar was the name given to Daniel while in captivity. (Daniel 1:7) 

 

Winners:  Freda “Mrs. Fre-Fre” Austin/Phillis “Mrs. Phillis” Jackson/Wil “Bukeness” Winfrey 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention:  

Michaela “Pookness” Winfrey 

This month’s question: 

 Which disciple was a tax collector? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer 

and you will receive an 

honorable mention! 




