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Welcome to our newslet ter!

“THIS IS SUCH A STRANGE WAY TO SAVE THE WORLD”
2018 THEME:
GET OUT OF
THE BOAT!

One of my favorite Christmas specials is a song called “A
Strange Way to Save the World.” It was written from Joseph’s
perspective, and he is wondering why God had called him
and Mary to be the parents of Jesus.
“Now I'm not one to second guess what angels have
to say but this is such a strange way to save the world.”

When thinking about how the Messiah should have come, it is hard
to imagine why God chose the ordinary to bring the supernatural to
earth. Whatever His reason was, I am just glad He did it! We are
now in our season of Advent so let’s remember our Savior, Jesus.

I
JESUS
L
O
I LOVE our Church!
R
Earl Winfrey
Earl@fccgwd.org
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Check us out online:

Facebook:

www.fccgwd.org

FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29649

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.

Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website
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AS CLEAR AS MUD
Now that we have been looking at the Titus passage for
Elders, I think we should take a moment to ask if this stuff
has become as clear as mud. For some, this is not new
because every church has had some kind of class about
leadership, and it usually involves the 1 Timothy 3 and
Titus passages with a little bit of 1 Peter mixed in.
If the church offers a leadership class, it is usually around
the time for the congregational meeting, and it covers
the basic requirements for those who wish to become
elders or deacons for the church. Although the lists that
are written by Paul give us a good guide for finding the
ideal elder, I have yet to see the ideal elder in any of the
churches I have been part of. Perhaps that is because
the ideal elder does not exist.

Who will be our
Next Man Up?

Mentoring today for
a better tomorrow

Just like Ministers are unique and each one should be handled on a case by case basis, there is
no cookie cutter for shaping an elder to make him fit for the leadership role. For this reason, I
believe that Paul was not concerned with finding the perfect elder. He was offering a guide for
finding the best of what is available, and out of that group of Godly men, there will be a variety
of skill sets, backgrounds, and styles for leadership. Not all elders are created equal, so we
should not treat them that way.
If we treat the elders as if they were all the same, we would have a difficult time trying to get
men to step up for the position mainly because they may feel intimidated by the present elders
serving. Instead of trying to mold the men into the image of the present elders or making them
measure up to the checklist given by Paul, we should be encouraging the men who step up to
work on themselves and improve in the areas where they need to improve. They should also
define their area of expertise and insert themselves into those places where they can serve the
best. When you get a group of elders who are serving in their areas of expertise, the leadership
runs smoothly and the church can grow beyond our expectations.
One we get the leadership serving in the areas where they serve best, the rest of the church
can follow that example and step up where they can be used for the glory of God. This method
works much better than trying to fill positions that are left empty. Unfortunately, the traditional
method of recruiting involves finding bodies to fill the holes instead of creating positions for the
people who are available. This is what we should be thinking about while praying for the Next
Man Up. Whoever decides to step up and help us will need to know how they can use their
skills for the church. If we can help them see that, we will have a great elder ready to lead us
into the future!

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy:
Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now.
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History of Israel: 1 Kings (Several sources used each month)
(Next month will continue the discussion of 1 and 2 Kings)
Getting Acquainted
1 and 2 Kings have been designated by different titles.
Jews sometimes refer to these books by the initial Hebrew
words that mean “Now King David.” The ancient Syriac version
contained this cumbersome but very accurate title: “The Book of the Kings who Flourished
Among the Hebrews, Containing also the History of the Prophets who Flourished in Their
Times.” The Septuagint (Greek) translators dubbed the books Kingdoms. In the early Hebrew
Bible the books were called Kings. English versions have generally adopted the title 1 and 2
Kings, occasionally using as a subtitle 3 and 4 Kingdoms when the books of Samuel were
designated 1 and 2 Kingdoms.
The Background of 1 Kings
After twenty years or so of glory, David committed a trespass which altered the course of
his reign. Because of the Bathsheba incident and the consequent murder of her husband David
finished his reign under the cloud of God’s chastisement. His son Absalom led a rebellion which
forced David to flee temporarily into Transjordan. No sooner was the rebellion crushed, then
another broke out led by a radical Benjamite named Sheba. As 1 Kings opens, David was “Old
and advanced in age” and suffering from some malady which threatened his life. Unknown to
him, his eldest son Adonijah was attempting to launch a coup which would depose David and
sweep himself into power.
Circumstances of Writing
In their present form the books of Kings could not have been written before 560 BC, for
that is the date of the last historical incident narrated (2 Kings 25:27-30). These last four verse
may be an appendix to the original book, added perhaps by Ezra. If that is the case, the bulk of
the Kings material was probably written shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. The author
of Kings is not known for sure. Jewish tradition assigned the book to Jeremiah the prophet. A
remarkable affinity exists between the language of Kings and that of the Book of Jeremiah.
Even those who deny Jeremianic authorship would concede that the author must have been a
pupil of the great prophet.
Chronology of 1 Kings
Both 1 and 2 Kings cover about four centuries of Israel’s history, from just before 971 BC
to just after 562 BC. Excluding the material which appears in the appendix at the end of the
concluding chapter, the books cover the story of God’s people from the accession of Solomon to
the destruction of Jerusalem. Stating the matter another way, the books begin (roughly) with
the building of the temple and concludes with the temple being burned down.
The four centuries reviewed in 1 and 2 Kings are clearly divided by the author into three
periods: (1) Solomonic kingdom (40 years); (2) sister kingdoms (210 years); and (3) surviving
kingdom (136 years). The books contain abundant chronological data. Two kinds of figures are
given in respect to the various kings. For most kings an absolute figure of the total number of
years of reign is given. The author usually has dated the beginnings of the reigns of the kings of
one kingdom in terms of the contemporary ruler in the sister kingdom. Although there are
scholars who have noticed some difficulties in creating a chronology for these kings, Edwin
Thiele resolved most of the issues to the satisfaction of the group. Many factors involved created
what appeared to be discrepancies but ultimately amounted to interpretation issues.
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This month’s Church myth: “Santa Claus and Baby Jesus are not compatible”
For those who may have seen the movie, Talladega Nights, they may recall a scene
when Ricky Bobby prays to baby Jesus before a meal. The scene is hilarious because after he
prays, a discussion breaks out about how he should not pray to baby Jesus because He grew
up and is now King Jesus. Ricky replied that he prays to the baby Jesus because everybody likes
Him. He is not threatening and He is easy to talk to so Ricky prays to Him. That scene gives us a
good explanation for why people are more likely to celebrate Christmas instead of Easter. Of
course, not all Christmas celebrations involve the baby Jesus, and that is the subject of this
month’s church myth.
In many Christian homes, Santa Claus and Baby Jesus are not compatible, so the families
shun Santa Claus and refuse to accept those who follow the tradition of the jolly fat man.
Unfortunately, this can end up getting ugly because for the American church, speaking out
against a tradition can get you thrown out of the church no matter how unbiblical that
tradition may be. Can we have both the Baby Jesus and Santa Claus without causing a church
split? That depends on how we combine the two traditions.
The word compatible means “(of two things) able to exist or occur together without conflict.”
When looking at the story of Saint Nicholas, we can see that the inspiration for Santa
Claus came from a Godly place of giving to honor Jesus being born. How can that be a bad
thing? On the surface, it is not a bad thing. If we give presents to honor the life of the man
who inspired Santa Claus and remember the birth of Jesus, there is less of a chance for the one
to overshadow the other. However, the problem comes from those who follow the legends
created that place Santa Claus at the North Pole with magical elves who create the toys and a
sleigh he rides all night long as he travels around the world. This is a nice fairy tale, but for
some people, this is a real event with real magic, and this can become the main subject of
Christmas instead of the real Reason for the Season.
Imagine having a birthday party where the guests bring presents for each other and
have fun creating a magical story that distracts everyone from the party you created. How
would that make you feel? How does that make Jesus feel when Santa Claus is celebrated at
Christmas instead of the birth of Jesus being remembered? This is why we need to be careful
about how much emphasis we place on the fairy tale.
To be continued on page 7...
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RESTORATION

Pulling People Out of Heaven Part 4 of 5 (Originally written as a blog post in 2015):
“In essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty, in all things, love.”
The essentials can be understood as anything that affects salvation. If it keeps you out of heaven, it
is a salvation issue. For this reason, we must agree on what the Bible says concerning salvation so
we can stand united against the devil who likes to twist scripture and send us down rabbit trails of
confusion. Of course, it can get more complicated than this. When we declare something to be
essential, there is a danger in viewing other parts of the Bible as optional. And this is a red herring
that has thrown our churches off course. This is a tricky subject that has to be handled with kid
gloves if we want to successfully navigate the rough waters of church unity.
If the essentials are salvation issues, guess what the non-essentials are? Naturally, they would be
anything that is not a salvation issue. However, like I just mentioned in the previous paragraph, we
have to make sure we don’t think of non-essential as optional. There is a difference between the
two concepts. Here is an example.
The people in the early church met in different types of places on a regular basis. Some of them
met at the Temple and Synagogues during times when the Jews were not there while others met
in houses. Some met by the river while others met in graveyards. Today, most of us meet in
buildings that are usually built to look like “churches.” Of course, there are many other places
where people meet to worship the Lord, and that is ok because the type of place where we meet is
a non-essential. The type of place we choose is considered a non-essential, but having a place to
meet is not optional (Hebrews 10:24-25).
How do we decide what is essential?
This is the question that has plagued our movement from the beginning. If you had 12 different
ministers discussing the Bible, there is a good chance that you will have 12 different opinions
about what is essential. This is why dialogue is so important for the movement. In fact, our
movement has been built on the ability to debate the Scriptures and come up with agreeable
solutions. And yet we still continue to have church splits. Why is that?
Many of our churches have forgotten the “In all things, love” part of the quote.
Continued on page 9...
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A CHRISTMAS LETTER TO THE SHEPHERDS (Les Hardin - Professor at JUFL)
Hey, I need to ask a favor.
My Boss has a friend who traveled back home with her husband for Christmas. When she got
there, her husband’s family (who didn’t know about her pregnancy) didn’t approve, and wouldn’t
let her stay there. He’s trying to patch it up with his family, but she’s caught in the middle.
The stress of all this threw her into labor. She didn’t have time to make it to the hospital, so she
delivered her baby right there in the garage. (Can you imagine giving birth in a garage on
Christmas Eve?) This is SO not what she expected for her first child. She’s lonely, far away from
home, and majorly depressed.

So I was hoping that you could pay her a visit. We think having random folks show up out of
nowhere inquiring about her baby will be encouraging to her—some confirmation that she’s
doing the right thing, and that God is watching over her. I don’t think it would take you all that
long. She’s not that far away from where you are. Just down the road, in Davidston.
This is the kind of thing we’d normally ask the professionals to do. But my Boss wants to keep this
one kind of quiet for now. Nobody knows it but her and her husband... but her child is The One...
The One we’ve all been waiting for. And if the professionals get hold of this news, they’ll either
exploit it for their own personal gain or try to discredit him. So, Boss is doing something different
with this one, letting some of the most ordinary folks on the inside from the very beginning.
We thought you’d like the chance to be one of those folks.

So if you could pay her a visit, I would greatly appreciate it. Boss will have “mad respect” for you.
Don’t worry about your sheep. I’ll take care of them. They’ll all be here waiting when you return
(though, the kind of mood Boss is in right now, there might be one more when you get back!). I’d
go see her myself, but I’ve seen her twice now, and I think she might be starting to question her
sanity. Real-life humans are probably in order this time.
Merry Christmas . . .
Gabe
… Continued from page 5

Of course, the excuse is that the fairy tale is harmless fun that doesn’t hurt anybody, and
society continues to add to the story until the original Saint Nicholas is nowhere to be found.
What happened to that guy who started it all by giving out presents? He is not in today’s version
of Santa Claus because the world has left him behind. Along with that person, Baby Jesus seems
to be missing in action, and this is why the church needs to be careful about how much attention
is given to the fairy tales that have been created to enhance the holiday season.
Are Baby Jesus and Santa Clause compatible? That depends on how you celebrate both.
Who is the main person for the holiday? It is possible to celebrate the birth of Christ and have fun
with Santa Claus, but we have to be careful when doing it. I would say that the myth is plausible
because there is a danger in letting the Jolly Fat Man upstage the tiny baby in a manger.
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Christmas Traditions (Karena Mason)
Christmas time is full of traditions, which vary throughout the world. Each country has
their unique approach to celebrating Christmas. In America, the majority of individuals focus
more on Santa Claus and the wrapped presents under the tree. However, there are still fellow
Christians today who celebrate the true meaning of Christmas: the birth of Christ. My family has
always put up a Christmas tree, hung stockings, and wrapped presents to put under the tree.
We celebrate these American traditions, while also keeping our focus on spending quality time
together and celebrating the true meaning of Christmas. Getting in the Christmas spirit is
something we enjoy doing together as a family, which is something many countries have in
common with America.

I served on two mission trips in Uganda last year, and was taught about some of their
Christmas traditions. The country’s focus on Christmas day is spending time with family, sharing
stories, giving a few small gifts, and eating a lot of good food. For Christians in Uganda, their
celebration is only slightly different, in that the majority of their focus is on the birth of Christ.
They attend church on Christmas day no matter what day of the week it is because December
25th is a sacred day for Ugandans, in reverence of our Savior. Americans could learn a thing or
two from Ugandans. The way that they so highly respect the true meaning of Christmas fills my
heart with hope and joy. The sacrifices that Jesus made in order to live on Earth as a mere
human is something we ought to remember not just on Christmas day, but everyday of our lives.

“And the Word become flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” –John 1:14
A friend of the Winfreys, Karena Mason is a 21 year old who was born and raised in Franklin, NC. She
attends Woodland Church of Christ with her family. She has a passion for mission work, and loves helping
people in need. She is currently a junior at Western Carolina University, and is majoring in Communication.

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!
Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Anna the prophetess was Eighty-four years old when she saw Jesus (Luke 2:37).
Winners: Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Steve Skinner

Be one of the first 3 people to answer
correctly and you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer and you
will receive an honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michael Winfrey
This month’s question:
Melchizedek was a high priest, but also king of where?

PAGE 9

FOOTPRINTS

WHAT’S NOT TO LOVE???????? (Michael Winfrey)

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11
What is NOT to love about this time of year? After all, it’s not called “THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME OF THE YEAR” for nothing. I love Christmas time. Again...what’s not to love?
The first day of November I get a text from Earl telling me that Michaela got so excited because
she turned her radio to 98.9 and heard Christmas music. When I got home from work I told her
that I heard Christmas music too, then we jumped and squealed in delight. There’s something
about Christmas music that just makes you happy. Unless you are one of those Scrooge
McDuck’s that don’t want Christmas music until the 4th Friday of November!
This is my favorite time of the year. I am so excited to start our nightly trips around Greenwood
looking at all the Christmas lights. Earl has the route planned out so that we can have maximum
Christmas lights sightings. We turn on the Christmas music and begin our drive. What’s NOT to
love about twinkly Christmas lights?
It’s almost time to dust off our “White Christmas” dvd and pop it in as we decorate the tree. We
sing along with Bing Crosby and dance along with Danny Kaye. Over the years the Wee Ones
have gotten much better about wanting to watch the movie with me. Once the tree is decorated, we play “O Holy Night” and at THAT precise moment (you know the one I’m talking about)
Earl plugs in the star at the top. What’s NOT to love about Bing’s “White Christmas” or Josh Groban singing “O Holy Night”?
I’m so ready for the blanket of cheerfulness that falls over the land when Christmas comes to
town. We smile a little bit more. We are a bit more patient. We aren't as self-absorbed. Our
helping hand is easier to extend. What’s NOT to love about loving our fellow man?

As I wrap myself in the merriment of Christmas I ponder about the beginning. What is not to love
about that twinkling star in the sky. It pointed the way to the Savior. What is not to love about a
host of angels making one amazing birth announcement. What is not to love about God drawing the lowly shepherds AND the wealthy wise men to His son. God showed the world in that
night that this gift is for EVERYONE.
SERIOUSLY!!!!! WHAT’S NOT TO LOVE ABOUT THIS GIFT????

...Continued from page 6
This goes back to having patience with others while studying the Bible. We must continue to
allow people time to make up their minds if we want them to understand what the Bible says.
This is not an easy task because for many people, saying yes to correct doctrine means having to
admit that they have been taught the wrong doctrine for several generations. We have to
remember that being motivated by love means that we need to learn to live with disagreement.
And once we figure that part out, we will be able to relax and allow the Bible to speak. Our goal
should always be salvation even if it means allowing people to disagree with us for a while.
Unfortunately, many churches have lost the ability to disagree without a fight. And this is why
our movement is suffering from the inside. This will be the subject of my next post which will be
my last post in this series. To be concluded…
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INTERVIEW WITH MICHAELA ABOUT HER FIRST FLIGHT (Earl Winfrey)
1. What was it like preparing for the flight?
When I found out about the opportunity to fly with Mr. Bo Bowman, I was very excited, but part
of me was nervous. Although I was a little nervous, I think mom was more scared than I was
about my first flight.
2. Can you describe what you did to prepare for the take-off?
Mr. Bo told me to go into the plane to check it out. I thought it was so cool to see all of the
buttons on the dashboard. He then put an extra cushion under me so I can see out the window,
and buckled me in. He twirled the propeller to get it started and then buckled himself in so we
could take off.
3. How was the take-off?
It was exciting! At first I was nervous, but as the plane lifted off the ground, I calmed down and I
felt like a bird flying through the air!
4. Can you take us through the flight?
After we took off, we opened the windows and my hand felt like it was going to break off
because of the wind. It was really strong. I thought the air was going to be really cold but it was
actually warm. We flew over Break on the Lake (Restaurant at Lake Greenwood) and then went
over Uptown Greenwood, passed Kid’s World, Palmetto Christian Academy, and crossed over
our church on the way back to the airport.
5. How was the landing?
When Mr. Bo began the descent, I was scared because it felt like we were free falling to the
ground. He assured me that we would be fine because he is an expert with landing, and
everything worked out great. We landed and after getting out of the plane, my legs felt numb.
It took a while to be able to walk normal again.
Since that was my first flight, I officially became part of the Young Eagles program which is a neat
way to introduce kids to flying. (For more information, check out www.eaa.org/youngeagles)
6. Overall, are you glad you did this?
Yes! I had so much fun with this new experience and Mr. Bo was a good pilot who was friendly
and he made me feel safe and secure while we were flying.
This experience was UNBELIEVABLE!
*** Do you have an experience you would like to share? Earl would love to interview you! ***
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"Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer."
Romans 12:12 (NIV)

General Prayer List (Church-wide weekly prayer list is in the bulletin)
Leadership / Ministry / Volunteers:
Earl Winfrey - Preacher / Music
Frank Jackson - Elder / Teacher
Marvin Bradley - Elder
Daniel Miller - Treasurer / Grounds
Michael Winfrey - Teacher / Music
Teresa Hinton - Teacher
Freda Austin - Circle of Joy
Christopher Crawford - Supply Preacher

Churches Near Our Hearts:
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC
Glouster Church of Christ (Glouster, OH)
Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY)
Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Surfside Christian Church (Surfside Beach, SC)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
Woodlands Church of Christ, Sylva, NC

Circle of Joy
Cleaning Volunteers
Landscape Volunteers
Worship Service Volunteers
Programs and Groups:
Sunday School Classes
Bible Study Classes
Next Man Up Mentoring
Youth Group Events
Church-Wide Events
Fall Festival
Easter Egg Hunt
5th Sunday Services
Worship with Winfreys

Missions:
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home
Crossroads Pregnancy Center
Faith Home
Greater GWD United Ministry

Church Camps:
Camp Edisto (Branchville, SC)
Cedar Lake Camp Mission (Livingston, TN)
Woodland Christian Camp (Temple, GA)
Para Church Organizations:
NACC/Spire Conference
Christian Standard / Lookout Magazines

GWD Soup Kitchen Ministry
Magnolia Manor
Serenity’s Steps
Team Impact (Greenwood, SC)

Campus Ministries:
Catamounts for Christ (Western Carolina)
The Shack (USC student ministry)
Christian Colleges:
Cincinnati Christian University
Johnson University (Florida)
Future Projects:
Picnic Pavilion, Walking Trail, VBS

* For additions to the general prayer list, please contact Earl through email: Earl@fccgwd.org

“Pray for FCC”
For 2018, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!

