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Footprints 

First Christian Church 
Greenwood SC 

...where strangers become family 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! 
2018 is upon us, and we have plenty of reasons to be 

excited about the new year!  Our church had a great 

2017 with a Fall Festival that gave us a chance to 

meet many people from the community, craft nights 

that filled the parking lot, a neighborhood cookout 

that brought in neighbors, and Wil getting baptized!  

We also received the news that a baby will be born in May which means 

the nursery will be active again.  We have lots of positive 

movement for our church to start 2018. 

 Our 2018 theme is a call to action as we move forward 

as God’s church.  Now that we know “It can be done,” it is 

time to get out of the boat so we can make a courageous 

move for the Lord! 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

2018 THEME: 

GET OUT OF 

THE BOAT! 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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RESOLUTION...NO RESOLUTION??? (Michael Winfrey) 

 

Here we are at the beginning of 2018.  Have you made a resolution?  Have you made several 

resolutions?  Are you sticking to any of the resolutions you have made? 

Just out of curiosity, I decided to google the top ten New Year’s Resolutions.  Here are the Top 

Ten resolutions. 

 

 10. Lose weight and get fit 

 9. Quit smoking 

 8. Learn something new 

 7. Eat healthier and diet 

 6. Get out of debt and save money 

 5. Spend more time with family 

 4. Travel to new places 

 3. Be less stressed 

 2. Volunteer 

 1. Drink less 

As I was looking at this list I noticed something missing.  I see goals for the physical body.  I see 

goals for our emotional mindset.  I notice goals to strengthen relationships with others.  Where is 

God in all of this?  These goals aren't in and of themselves bad.  They are just not complete.   

Maybe our list should look a little more like this… (goals take from crosswalk.com) 

 

 10. Believe like you do belong to the God who makes all things possible. (Matt 19:26) 

 9. Stand firm like your faith cannot be shaken. (1 Corinthians 16:13) 

 8. Live like you are purposefully designed. (Psalm 139:14) 

 7. Rest like your power Source is infinite. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 6.  Endure like you are brave and strong. (Joshua 1:9) 

 5.  Walk like you are bravely confident. (1 Corinthians 15:57) 

 4. Thrive like you are chosen. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 3. Walk like you are righteous. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 2. Act like you are truly free. (Galatians 5:1) 

 1. Live like you are loved by God. (Romans 8:35) 

 

As we go through 2018, I pray that we realize that if we strive for the second list, the first list just 

might come a little bit easier! 

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 
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“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”  (Psalm 90:12) 

 Another translation of the above verse goes like this:  “Teach us to count our days so we 

can make our days count.”  As we enter a new year, we are beginning a new sermon series 

called “Get Out of The Boat.”  During this series, we will be taking an honest look at how our 

lives are lived for the Lord.  Let’s face it, we all fall short in living the way we should, so this is a 

series that we can all benefit from. 

 To help us get the most out of this sermon series, I decided to create a supplement and 

present it in this article.  I’m sure most of you have heard of a bucket list before.  This is a list of 

things you want to do before you “Kick the Bucket” and it usually contains a list of goals and 

dreams that you have always wanted to accomplish. 

 I want each of us to work on a “Spiritual Bucket List” so we can focus on what we want 

to do for the Lord.  This is a list that will be personal, but I want us to find somebody to share 

the list with so we can pray for each other and check up on the list.  When working on the 

items for the list, the first item on your list should be to get baptized if you have not been      

baptized yet.  This is the single most important decision you will ever make in your life because 

you will become a child of God. 

 The rest of the items on your “Spiritual Bucket List” should contain tasks that will push 

you to become a deeper, more committed follower of Christ.  There are some typical items that 

will most likely end up on most lists: Read the entire Bible, start a prayer journal, show random 

acts of kindness, memorize whole chapters of a Bible book, talk to your neighbor about Jesus, 

etc.  All of those items should be on your list, but here are some items you may not think about: 

1. Forgive somebody who has hurt you deeply - We have all been hurt by somebody, and the 

scars are deep.  Ask God to help you forgive that person so you can move on with your life. 

2. Research a theological topic - This item may sound scary to most people, but it can really help 

you strengthen your Biblical foundation if you take the time to work through a tough doctrine 

of the church.  My office has plenty of books to help, and of course, I’m available too. 

3. Clean up the temple of the Lord - The Apostle Paul says that your body is the temple of the 

Lord, so make some goals to clean it up.  This is an area of weakness for me, so this is on my list. 

4. Invest in the community: Visit a nursing home or volunteer in a school or a local ministry.       

If possible, attend a city council meeting so you can get to know the council members. 

5. Visit the Holy Land: This item on my “Spiritual Bucket List” will take a few years to accomplish.  

There is something about walking where Jesus walked that is special, and I would love to be 

able to take that trip within the next few years.  Perhaps we can go as a church group. 

The main point for a spiritual bucket list is to organize your thoughts so you can focus on being 

the best Christian you can be for the Lord.  Let’s make 2018 a great year for spiritual growth! 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2018, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special    

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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One of the great blessings we had a couple of years 

was the opportunity to travel part of the historic Route 

66 on our way to California.  That trip was great as we 

connected to history.  Just the thought of driving along 

the same road that the previous generation drove was 

worth the trouble to follow the path.  And yes, there 

was a winding road through the mountains that tested 

our desire to keep going.  Several times on that part, I was tempted to turn around and find the 

nearest entrance to the interstate.  However, we kept going and we were rewarded by seeing a 

“ghost town” that we never knew existed.  This place had wild donkeys roaming the streets that 

would approach the cars for food or to say hello.  I found out later that these donkeys are direct 

descendants of the ones used for mining when they had the gold rush.  When the people 

packed up and left, the donkeys stayed and now they live there. 

 

When you take a trip off the beaten path, it can be surprising to discover something you didn’t 

know existed, and it is also great to be reminded of something you may have forgotten.  For 

2018 and beyond, I am going to use Route 66 as a theme for taking a road trip through the 66 

books of the Bible!  Each month, I will be giving a bird’s eye view of a book in the Bible starting 

with Genesis and ending with Revelation.  Be sure to watch the February issue for the first stop 

on this Biblical road trip! 

- Earl Winfrey 

In our society, we pride ourselves on our material 

possessions and our status in the community.  We 

have certain clubs we must belong to if we want to 

be considered part of the elite, and those of us who 

either cannot afford to belong to the club or we are 

just not interested, we tend to be the outcast.      

People look down on us because we may not have 

the right brand of clothes, the right hairstyle or drive 

the right car.  It’s a good thing we don’t have to  

worry about that in the church!  Do we have that problem in the church? 

 

How many times have you heard of a church that rejects those who are less fortunate in order to 

cater to the ones who are considered to be “Upper-middle class?”  The problem is that this behavior 

is completely opposite of the nature of God and yet some churches continue to allow the size of 

the tithe to determine the amount of care you receive from the church.  In decision making, the 

golden rule gets rewritten to say “He who has the gold makes the rules!” 

 

One of the main reasons why people quit going to church is because they have been rejected.  

Whether it was intentional or not doesn’t matter.  The point is that our speech and our actions can 

display a very cold, hard God if we are not careful.  We need to find a way to show the love of God 

so that others can see how much God loves them! 
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BEAUTY ~ by Sara Lantzer 
 
 On my 35th birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve       
certain qualities in my life.  Niece First received one titled Beauty.  (Please note that names have 
been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!) 
 
1 Peter 3:3-4  “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate      
hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes.  Rather, it should be that of your inner 
self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.” 
 
Let’s go on a three step adventure.  Step one: Imagine you are looking at a photo of your         
favorite snow-capped mountain vista.  The adjective you use to describe the pleasure you derive 
from the sight is “beautiful”.  Step two: Imagine you are standing at an overlook off the        
northbound highway in Alaska, and you can see the peaks of Mt. McKinley rising majestically in 
the bright, blue sky.  You also feel the crisp air, smell the fresh forest scents, and hear the wind in 
the valleys. The adjective you use to describe the awe and thrilling feeling of being in the great 
mountain’s presence is “beautiful”!  Step three: Imagine you are a creator, and you are planting 
trees and hewing valleys out of flat, barren land for this same Mt. McKinley.  You are also         
creating wind currents and ecosystems and animals and clouds and snowflakes.  The adjective 
you use to describe both the process and the end result of your creativity is “beautiful”!! 
Conclusion: Beauty is recognized by most, if not all, people.  How vastly different the depth of 
that recognition is, though, depending on how involved you are with the object! 
 
A young lady learns that clothes and appearance have a minor role in displaying a beautiful   
person – now she can concentrate on the major roles of good character and a selfless heart. 
 
A young husband was outwardly handsome and charming, but had no depth of character – 
now his wife is divorced, and dealing with trauma from verbal attacks, as a result of his inner  
ugliness. 
 
Rigoletto is a musical movie in which Bonnie is recognized to be a girl of pure heart who holds 
the power to break the evil spell over the person that’s more like a beast than a man. 
 
But what if your inner beauty goes unrecognized?  What if beautiful things get destroyed?  
What if you have been harmed by something that appeared beautiful?  Has God changed what 
is of great worth in His sight?  Has He ceased to be involved in protecting His creations??  Has 
He left us without ability to look beyond appearances???  Certainly NOT!  Humans are very close 
to God’s heart, and He cares about each and every one of them to the point of showing His 
pleasure by drenching us in beauty, like of the tiniest snowflake or the grandest mountain 
range. 
 
We might be able to choose how often we stop and smell the roses, but we can’t choose the 
depth of healing and hope such beauty supplies.  Look for the unfading!  

 
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in a small town in    

Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity. 

God gives what’s right, not what is left. 



IF YOU WANT TO WALK ON WATER… (Earl Winfrey) 

 This year’s theme is inspired by a book I studied several years ago.  In that book, I took a 

closer look at the story of Jesus walking on water, and for the first time, I saw Peter in a new 

light.  We are quick to criticize Peter for his lack of faith, but at least he had enough faith to get 

out of the boat!  That is my desire for our church.  We may not have all the answers, but we can 

at least have enough faith to step out of the boat and let God lead us. 

 

Below is a portion of my 2nd sermon in 2017.  As you read it, you will see why I am sharing it: 

 

Peter Got Out of the Boat (Read Matthew 14:22-33) 

 

 A. Jesus stayed behind to pray on the mountain - After the crowds left, Jesus needed 

some time alone in order to work through His grief.  Remember that He was still needing to 

grieve over the loss of His cousin, John the Baptist.  At this point, it is important to remember 

that even though Jesus was completely God, He chose to live life as a human and that meant 

that He needed to process His emotions the same way humans do.  He was hurting from the 

loss of his cousin, and He needed to grieve in order to heal.  I guess the lesson we can learn 

from this is that even though we may have to modify our plans in order to minister to people, 

we still need to make time for ourselves so we can be refreshed and become stronger. 

 

 B. After Jesus was finished, it was evening and the wind was against them - The Sea of 

Galilee is known for sudden storms that pop up after the sun goes down, and in this situation, 

the boat was too far from land to escape it.  They had to ride out the storm on the sea, so I am 

sure that they were already anxious about the possibility of capsizing.  To make matters worse, 

they thought they saw a ghost on the water.  Of course, we know that it was Jesus walking  

towards them. 

 

 C. After finding out that Jesus was walking to them, Peter cried out to Jesus and got out 

of the boat to walk to Jesus (v.28-33) - I’m sure that we could criticize the fact that Peter took his 

eyes off Jesus and started to sink, but at least he had the courage to get out of the boat.  The 

other Disciples were comfortable where they were but Peter wanted to get close to Jesus      

instead.  Sometimes, you have to get out of the boat if you want to be like Jesus.  As a church, 

we cannot allow ourselves to get so comfortable that we never challenge ourselves to become 

better.  We need some “Get out of the boat” moments so we can continue to grow in our faith.  

If we never step out and take some risks, how will we ever know what God is capable of doing? 

 

 This is why I am so proud of our Fall Festival.  That was our “Get out of the boat” moment 

as a church.  We challenged ourselves to put on a Fall Festival even though we did not have 

the resources of a bigger church.  And the community responded by showing up!  We gained 

exposure and got to talk to some of the people we would have never been able to meet if we 

did not step out of the boat.  That was a great moment of faith for us last year, and I look        

forward to more opportunities like that this year!  Just like Peter, we need to have the faith to 

step out of the boat so we can be more like Jesus. 
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CAN WE PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH? 
One of the great strengths of ministry for us is the ability to pray.  We pray each week on 

Sunday morning for our worship service, and pray each Tuesday for our church in general.  

Along with those prayer times, we also have an active prayer list in the bulletin and a prayer 

page on our website for those who would like prayer although they are not physically here.  

At the bottom of this page, there is another list that we use for prayer, and this is where you 

can help us.  It has been a while since I have updated the list so I would like to take this     

opportunity to add churches to our list!  If you would like for us to pray for your church, just 

send me an email, and I will gladly list your church! 

- Earl Winfrey  

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 

Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question:  

John the Baptist was the name of Zacharias and Elizabeth’s son (Luke 1:13) 

 

Winners:  Wil "Bukeness" Winfrey/Michaela “Pookness” Winfrey/Steve “Crazy Man” Skinner 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: ????????? 

 

This month’s question: 

What was the new name given to Daniel while in captivity? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer 

and you will receive an 

honorable mention! 




