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First Christian Church 
Greenwood SC 

...where strangers become family 

FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN... 
 

I love Christmas concerts!  There is something special 

about gathering in the auditorium listening to the  

familiar sounds of singing that honors the birth of the 

Christ Child.  The playlist contains the classics such as 

“Love Has Come,” “Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” and 

of course, “O Holy Night” is a must for any concert. 

 

For those who grew up near East Point GA, there is a 

chance they have heard the Atlanta 

Christian College Choir sing “For Unto Us” during their concert.  That 

songs sticks out in my mind because of the scripture it is based on.  

Isaiah 9:6 is packed with good, spiritual meat.  In fact, I would go so 

far as to say that this is the Prime Rib of Messianic prophecies! 

 

Continued on page 4… 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

“For to us a child is born, to 

us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God,    

Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 ESV) 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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IT‟S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR! (Michael Winfrey) 

 
“But the angel said to them, „Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause               

great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;                 
he is the Messiah, the Lord.‟”  (Luke 2:10-11 ESV) 

This is my favorite time of the year! I absolutely love EVERYTHING about Christmas!   

Last Friday we went to Greenville to go to Sam‟s Club.  We were late getting home but HAD to 

drive past our house and straight to downtown Greenwood?  Why?  That was the night that 

they turned on the Christmas lights in downtown!  One of our FAVORITE things to do is drive 

through downtown and some of the neighborhoods so that we can see the Christmas lights. I 

don‟t care that it is out of our way...it‟s CHRISTMAS!!! 

The Wee Ones have already begun their “I want this” and “OHHHH...I love that” as they look 

through catalogs, see commercials, or walk down the Wal-Mart aisle.  Any other time of the year 

it would drive me crazy. Not this time of year!  CAUSE IT‟S CHRISTMAS! 

I got in my car the other day and turned on the radio, like I usually do.  I usually have it on a     

station here called Magic 98.9 because I like the morning DJs.  What did I hear?  Much to my   

surprise AND DELIGHT...Christmas music!  The jingle of the bells filled the SUV and the Wee Ones 

and I rocked out on the way home.  I love Christmas music...like an “I could listen to it all year 

long” kind of love! 

There are songs that I like, like “Santa Clause is Coming to Town” by Bruce Springsteen and the   

E Street Band. There are songs that I can‟t stand, like “Wonderful Christmastime” by Paul     

McCartney.  Then there are the songs that grab my heart. One of them is Josh Groban‟s           

rendition of “O Holy Night”.  I like that song so much that Earl kept the car going the other night 

so that I could hear it.  How rude of the radio to start playing it as we were pulling into the   

driveway.  We sat there in peace, just listening.  No worries about the stuff in the back, no desire 

to rush into the house.  We just sat there and listened. 

We listened as Josh sang about the GREATEST night in history.   Imagine just how divine that 

night truly was. The Lord of Heaven was sent down to earth. The world was (and still is) so    

weary.  That night changed EVERYTHING! I can picture the sunrise that next day being so much 

more glorious.  The world would never be the same.   

This season, while we bask in the glow of the Christmas lights or listen to our children / grand-

children tell us for the millionth time what they want, “let all within us praise his holy name.” 

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

He who laughs last thinks slowest. 

WISDOM FROM THE WEE ONES 

“There is nothing ‘Wee’ about me.” - Michaela Winfrey (Thanks Jimmy Sledge for this!) 

“It is never too wet to swim.” - Wil Winfrey (Jimmy Sledge’s mom used to say this) 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2017, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special    

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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...Continued from the cover page 

 

A couple of years ago, I unpacked this verse in a sermon, so I decided to share that with you in 

this newsletter.  Here is the portion of my sermon that contains this verse: 

 

II. Birth of a Miracle child (No man can fit this description) 

 A. Wonderful Counselor: Marvelous Guide - God led the Israelites out of Egypt with a  

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  He is the marvelous Guide who led David 

through the valley of the shadow of death that was written in Psalm 23.  He is our Marvelous 

Guide in life and He is also our Wonderful Counselor during those times when we don‟t know 

what to do.  How does He counsel us?  First and foremost, He gave us the Bible which is the 

Word of God that can help us know which direction to go in.  Secondly, He gave us the Holy 

Spirit to guide us as we are walking the straight and narrow road that leads to heaven.  And 

finally, He gave us the Messiah who opened up the gates of heaven and provided a way for us 

to be saved. 

 

 B. The next name given by Isaiah was Mighty God: Powerful Almighty - God is all      

powerful.  Super heroes have a weakness but with God, there is no weakness.  There is no   

kryptonite that can keep God from being God. 

 

 C. The Messiah is also the Everlasting Father: Never-ending chief - Chief should be easy 

enough to understand.  He is in charge of the people who submit to Him.  He is also                

responsible for making sure we grow the way we should.  He is our teacher and mentor who 

has already lived the life we are trying to live.  He has gone before us and opened up the door 

for us.  If we obey our never-ending chief, we will have eternal life in heaven. 

 

 Here is where we need to understand something.  Obeying the commands God has   

given is not a work.  It is a sign of our love for God.  After all, Jesus said that if we love Him, we 

will keep His commandments, right?  This is why I have a hard time understanding why people 

call obedience a work.  Those who oppose the obedience part of the plan of salvation claim 

that if we obey God‟s commands, we are trying to work our way to heaven.  Think about a 

child growing up in a family.  Being an obedient child does not mean he is trying to work his 

way into the family.  Being an obedient child means that he loves his parents enough to follow 

the rules. 

 

 In Romans 1:5, the Apostle Paul talks about how he was called to bring the obedience of 

faith for God among the nations.  By using the phrase “obedience of faith” Paul is making a  

connection between faith and obedience.  He is not taking down one and promoting another.  

He is writing that obedience and faith go together which means that our faith does no good 

unless we make up our minds to obey God.  If we have faith in God, we will want to obey Him.  

If we love God, we will want to obey Him.  Obedience is very much part of being a Christian, 

and there is no way we can get out of it.  Just like the words of that popular hymn, we have to 

trust and obey for there‟s no other way… 

Continued on page 5… 
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...Continued from page 4 

 

 D. Getting back to Isaiah, we see that the Messiah is also the Prince of Peace: Son of   

prosperity/safe haven - For the Israelites during the days of Isaiah, this was a welcome message 

because they grew up during a time of war and uncertainty.  In fact, the generation who heard 

Isaiah speak never got the chance to see Jerusalem get rebuilt.  After Isaiah spoke, the            

Babylonians captured the Jews and kept them for 70 years.  During those 70 years, an entire 

generation passed away, and those who were old enough to remember when they lived in   

Jerusalem were most likely too old to travel back to Jerusalem when the Persians released them. 

 

 Our children are growing up the same way those Jews did.  Any child who was born   

after September 11, 2001 will never know what it was like to live in America before the terrorists 

attack.  Those who were born in the 1990s were probably too young to remember a time of 

peace either.  The promise of a prince of peace kept the hopes of the Jews alive while they were 

in captivity.  The peace that comes from the Messiah today is the hope we have for heaven.  

And that peace is not something that can be produced by anybody here on earth.  Only God 

can give us that kind of peace and that means only God can be our Messiah. 

 

I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

THE NEIGHBORING CHURCH 

The picture below is something called a neighboring 

map.  This is a tool to help you focus on those who 

live around you.  The “X” in the middle represents 

your home, and the other boxes represent those 

who live next door, across the street, and behind 

your house.  Take a moment to write a name in each 

box for your neighbors so you can see each family 

within reach. 

Now that you have the names of your closest 

neighbors written down, ask yourself: 

 

Am I praying for these people on a regular basis? 

 

Do I know anything about their situation? 

 

Do I have deep conversations with them? 

 

Have I visited them without having an agenda? 

 

Have I invited them to be part of my life? 

   

 

X 
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CHRISTMAS CHARACTERS ~ by Sara Lantzer 
 
If you could be a character from the Christmas story, who would you choose?  Each one had an 
impact on Jesus‟ life in an important way. 
 
-  The Innkeeper provided His first shelter in this world, even though he could have turned away 
His parents because of the busy season. 
 
-  The Angels gave the fanfare to the Savior, announcing that the Almighty God was pleased to 
dwell among men. 
 
-  Mary enabled Him to start life as a human baby, which was probably quite an adjustment from 
being Creator of time and space and mass! 
 
-  Caesar Augustus isn‟t someone I would choose to be in this Story, even considering that his 
actions facilitated the fulfillment of prophecy concerning the location for Jesus‟ birth. 
 
-  The Shepherds were His original greeting party, the first in a long line of ordinary people that 
Jesus would gladly interact with. 
 
-  There is also Gabriel, Zechariah, Elizabeth, John, Simeon, Anna, the Wise Men, Herod, priests, 
and many others. 
 
 The character that is most intriguing to me right now, though, is Joseph.  He was a     
law-abiding, God-fearing individual whose whole life got turned upside down when he found 
out his betrothed was with child.  The seeds he had sown into his life had been high quality and 
free from weeds.  He was one of the “good kids”, who followed the rules and kept the proper 
company … so why was God directing this turn of events in his life that, to all appearances, was 
tragic and disruptive and not at all the harvest he expected to reap?! 
 
 How easy it would have been to only take things at face value and reject playing this   
scene in the Story.  But Joseph shows great strength of character in that he believed the angel‟s 
message and chose to act the difficult role that had been offered him.  His cultivation of a deep 
relationship with his Father God had prepared him to withstand the strain of confusion and 
doubt.  As a result, he was able to be a father to this Son, even though He wasn‟t his own.  He 
was able to provide a family to this Child, and not leave Him to grow up with a single mom.  He 
was able to play a vital, indispensable role in the most important Story ever, all because he chose 
to not let appearances or expectations be more influential than God‟s script.  

 
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in a small town in    

Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity. 

When God ordains, He sustains. 



Restoring the Voice of King David (Earl Winfrey) 

 

One of my biggest fears as a public speaker is that I would begin preaching and forget what I 

have to say.  This is one of the main reasons why I use notes.  Another fear is that I would lose 

my notes, or something would happen to them just before I stand up to preach.  These are 

common with many preachers I am friends with, and there is another fear that happens at 

times, and that is losing our voice before we begin.  This happened to me last Saturday as I was 

preparing for the worship service. 

 

Normally, when I get sick and lose my voice, I can drown myself in orange juice, gargle an 

ocean of saltwater, and by the next day, everything is fine.  However, Sunday morning came, 

and I still couldn‟t speak!  I managed to get enough of a voice to teach Sunday School, but  

singing a special that I had planned was out of the question.  I usually sing with Michael during 

the song service to help with leading while I play the keyboard, but that wasn‟t happening    

either.  I even had to get Michael to handle some of the speaking parts that I usually lead and 

one of my Elders had to pray for us at the end of the service.  If you listen to last week‟s sermon 

recording, you can hear my best impression of Dick Alexander, but I digress. 

 

Michael and Frank helped me have a voice at a time I did not have one.  If it wasn‟t for their 

help, I probably would not have had enough voice to finish the sermon.  This is a good picture 

of how we should be as the Church.  We should help people find their voice and speak up for 

those who cannot speak up for themselves.  I believe James has this in mind when he reminds 

us that pure religion is helping orphans and widows (James 1:27), and Jesus also spoke about 

helping the needy in Matthew 25. 

 

Speaking of Jesus, we are celebrating His birthday on December 25!  In a world that has used 

much energy and resources to turn people‟s heads away from the manger, we still hold these 

truths to be self-evident, that God came down to earth because we could not reach up to Him.  

The great wall of sin that separated us from God was destroyed by Jesus, and the manger is the 

first place He laid His head on earth.  He restored our relationship with God, and He also gave a 

voice to the throne of David that was too weak to be heard during the first century. 

 

During the inter-testamental period, their were uprisings in Jerusalem that caused the people to 

create new kings to follow.  The Roman Empire chose a king, the Pharisees and Sadducees had 

their own opinions for who should be king, and the real king from the line of David ended up 

in exile.  The voice of David was lost in the chaos of the community, and this is why the family 

moved from Bethlehem to a land in Galilee that they ended up calling Nazareth.  This city was 

built as a refuge for the Jews who would like to stay faithful to God, and this is where the family 

line of David was preserved. 

 

The birth of Jesus restored the voice of David as the throne became active once again, and now 

that He ascended to Heaven, Jesus reigns forever as the King of all kings!  This fulfills the    

promise God made to David that his throne would last forever (2 Samuel 7). 
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CAN WE PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH? 
One of the great strengths of ministry for us is the ability to pray.  We pray each week on 

Sunday morning for our worship service, and pray each Tuesday for our church in general.  

Along with those prayer times, we also have an active prayer list in the bulletin and a prayer 

page on our website for those who would like prayer although they are not physically here.  

At the bottom of this page, there is another list that we use for prayer, and this is where you 

can help us.  It has been a while since I have updated the list so I would like to take this     

opportunity to add churches to our list!  If you would like for us to pray for your church, just 

send me an email, and I will gladly list your church! 

- Earl Winfrey  

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 

Don‟t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month‟s question:  

An angel of the Lord told Joseph that Jesus would save His people from their sins (Matt 1:21) 

Also Acceptable: Gabriel (Luke 1:26 - talking to Mary) and Simeon at the temple (Luke 2:25) 

Winners:  Steve “Crazy Man” Skinner/Michaela “Pookness” Winfrey/Michael “Momma” Winfrey  

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: ????????? 

 

This month‟s question: 

Zacharias and Elizabeth were told that they would have a son. What was the son‟s name? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer 

and you will receive an 

honorable mention! 




