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TRAINING TO BE GREAT FOR THE LORD 
 

It was the end of the school year, and coach wanted the 

football team to meet on a Sunday afternoon.  My family 

was on a camping trip an hour and a half away so my 

dad drove me to the meeting and we had to drive back 

to break down camp when it was over. 

 

As we entered the meeting, we saw the rest of the team 

sitting in the weight room of the school with the coach in 

the middle holding a stack of folders.  He passed out the 

folders and began to explain the pages 

as we turned.  After a few introductory comments, coach had us turn to the 

workout pages that were typical of an off-season program.  For the school year, 

coach already had us working out after school so this was not new. 

 

After looking through the workout pages, we turned to a page that had a list of 

the times the school weight room would be open for us.  Well, there goes our 

summer of fun!  Coach did not accept any excuses, and our parents were in the 

meeting to make sure they helped us stay with the program. 

Continued on page 4… 
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Check us out online: 
 

www.fccgwd.org 
 

Facebook: 
 

FirstChristianGWD 
Early Morning Snuggles 

Address: 
First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 
Greenwood SC 29649 

Church Office: 
 

864-223-2940 
Earl@fccgwd.org 

Please keep us informed of any 
address changes so we can 
keep our records up to date. 

All Scripture is God-Breathed: 

 1. Teaching 

 2. Reproof 

 3. Correcting 

 4. Training in Righteousness 

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church? 

First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC.  We are part of 

the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the 

son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live 

forever.  We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

Core Beliefs 

A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately 

that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided  spiritually it is very important to know just 

exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and 

discuss these core beliefs in depth. 

We believe… 

1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path". 

 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105 

3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God" Romans 3:23 

4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and 

obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16 

5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 

6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18 

8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be   baptized into Him. 

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38 

 

For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website 
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CAST AWAY!!!!! (Michael Winfrey) 

 
“Cast ALL your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 1Peter 5:7 (emphasis mine) 

 
This past Wednesday I began keeping an eye on the weather, paying close attention to             
Saturday’s forecast.  I looked at my weather app and saw that lovely little rain cloud.  I began 
“wondering” if we were going to be able to have the fall festival.  I know we had advertised on 
Facebook and TV, not to mention the word of mouth.  I, and probably others, was concerned 
about weather. 
 
I am sitting here at the church computer and it is Saturday night at 7:30pm.  Like most things I 
worry about, I didn’t have to worry about the weather at all.  The weather was beautiful and 
best of all...NOT A DROP OF RAIN IN SIGHT! 
 
I kept thinking about something Earl says sometimes, “I’m not one to look for the devil around 
every corner, but…”  As I sat in the parking lot today, watching all the families play games and 
have fun, I wondered what conversation wouldn’t have happened had it rained?  What little 
child’s tummy might have stayed empty if the weather had been bad? 
 
Today’s fall festival was a great success, not simply because we had lots of people show up.  It 
was a great success because we as a church reached out to the community!  We fed them and 
their children.  We played games with the children.  We talked with the parents.  We extended 
kind smiles and warm hugs. 
 
We were able to reach out to these people because, through prayer and petition, we presented 
our request to God.  Some may say that praying that the Lord keeps the rain away is a silly       
request.  God has bigger things to worry about than holding back some sprinkles in Greenwood, 
SC.  To that I say, “Check the verse at the top of the article!  That little three letter word is so   
powerful.  It means everything….A-L-L!!!!  God didn’t tell us to cast only the big anxieties on him.  
God isn’t holding a checklist in his hand, checking off requirements of just how big an anxiety 
has to be before He takes it on.  NO!  He said to cast them ALL on him!  That means the little  
anxiety about rain in the forecast! 
 
I am so thankful that God is big enough for all my anxieties...and they are many (just ask my   
husband)!  I am also thankful that He is big enough for yours too!  So go ahead...CAST AWAY! 

Wisdom of Larry the Cable Guy: 

Remember, half the people you know are below average. 

WISDOM FROM THE WEE ONES 

“God is with us all the way!!!!!!!!!” - Michaela Winfrey 

“What Jim Carey does on TV will get you a spanking in real life.” - Wil Winfrey 
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...Continued from the cover page 

 

Coach was not known for playing fair with his players.  He used our parents against us because 

he knew that if he gave us the folders on our own, most of the players would have ignored the 

instructions and we would be in for a rude awakening when the August practices began.  We 

had no choice because our parents supported the coach, and we had to commit to training for 

the practices that were on the horizon. 

 

The summer went by quickly because of the workouts, and August practice met us 3 times per 

day, 5 days per week.  We had to work out at 6:30am, practice at 10:00am and again at 4:00pm 

which ruined any chance of going to Six Flags during the week.  So much for seeing the girls at 

the amusement park!  We worked through the practices and made it to the first game of the 

season.  The whistle blew, the ball was kicked, and we noticed that running down the field was 

not as bad as it was the year before.  The team we played was not ready for us, and we won 

big for a great start to the season. 

 

We made it to the state championship game and lost to the only team that beat us during the 

season.  We were in the best shape we had ever been in, and our team was setting a standard 

that would not be reached for several years.  How did this happen?  Coach knew exactly what 

we needed to win, and he was willing to recruit the help of our parents to make it happen. 

 

As we live the Christian life in a secular world, we will face opposition from every side.  The 

world does not like us and the devil wants to defeat us.  Our own tendency to compromise and 

our weakness in the face of temptation cause us to fall into the trap of sin even though we try 

hard to avoid it.  This is why God created the church. 

 

When we are committed to a church, not only are we helping others grow in the Lord and  

adding to the Kingdom, we are also part of a family that will hold us accountable to the training 

we need in order to grow into strong, mature, children of God.  By using the Bible as our guide, 

we are training in righteousness for the day we are tested which is known as game day. 

 

How is your spiritual workout routine going?  Have you been missing practice or have you 

been working hard at getting in shape?  Our “Practice” is Bible Study and the more we study, 

the stronger we become and that is what makes us ready for anything that comes our way.  

Our church is committed to helping each other so let’s make sure we are committed to training 

in righteousness through the study of God’s Word. 
I love our church! 

Earl Winfrey 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2017, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special    

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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WHY GIVE THANKS? ~ by Sara Lantzer 
 
We Do circumstances ever steal your gratefulness from you?  It might surprise you, but whatev-
er you are going through, Jesus also experienced so many of those same things when He lived 
here on earth. 
 
  Are you poor   Christ is abounding in riches 
  Are you sad   The Lord is near to your broken heart 
  Are you weary  Trusting in God uncovers new strength 
  Are you rejected   The spotless Lamb carries our grief 
  Are you run down  Our treasure is that we are not destroyed 
  Are you discouraged  Hope in God, who inhabits our praises 
  Are you slandered  Jesus, as Truth, upholds you before His Master 
  Are you neglected  God carries our sorrows and cares for us 
 
Jesus is the only reason it is possible to give thanks in all things, which is the will of God for us.  
Go reclaim some of your gratefulness today! 
 

NASB ~ Rom 10:12, Phil 4:19;  Ps 34:18;  Is 40:31 (NLT);  Is 53:4,7, 1Pet 1:18-19; 
2Cor 4:7,9; Ps 42:5, 22:3 (KJV);  John 14:6, Rom 14:4;  Is 53:4, 1Pet 5:7 

 
Sara Lantzer is a friend of the Winfreys who currently lives and works and writes in a small town in    

Michigan. She enjoys storytelling, creativity, uniqueness and spontaneity. 

God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 

THE NEIGHBORING CHURCH 

What is different or difficult when it comes to   

neighboring? 

 

1. It is not on campus: We don’t have the luxury of 

using the church facilities when trying to reach our 

neighbors 

 

2. It’s not come and see: There is no specific place or 

time for neighboring to happen.  It happens as we live life together in our neighborhoods. 

 

3. It’s not staff designed and implemented: There is no program led by the “Professionals” to move 

us along and hold us accountable.  We simply see a need and fill it.  We see a conversation           

opportunity and seize it.  We see our neighbors and they see us! 

 

4. It is not Date-Time-Place oriented: We are trained to check our calendars for ministry events.     

After all, that is what the church building is for, right?  This is not the case for neighboring.  We 

must constantly watch for opportunities and jump to action when the time comes to move. 
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CALLING ALL MEN!!!!! 
We are starting a monthly get together for the men of our church as soon as we can work 

out a time and a place for us to meet.  When this happens, I want us to commit to this   

meeting and keep it is a high priority so we can encourage each other to be the men of 

God we have been called to be.  I want us to show our families what Godly men look like! 

 

In addition to a monthly men’s night, I will be working on leadership training for those who 

are interested in finding out what the Bible says about church leadership.  Whether you are 

thinking about stepping up or just curious, I want you to be part of our group! 

- Earl Winfrey  

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated 
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food 

they need.  If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items 
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall.  Every can counts! 

Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood SC 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question:  

Jonah suggested that he be thrown overboard (Jonah 1:12) 

Winners:  Wil “Mr. Bukes” Winfrey/Freda “Mrs. Fre-Fre” Austin/Michaela “Pookness” Winfrey  

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: 

Steve “Crazy Man” Skinner/ 

Phillis Jackson 

This month’s question: Who told Joseph that Jesus would save his people from their sins? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 

Be one of #4-10 to answer 

and you will receive an 

honorable mention! 




