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Welcome to our newslet ter!
He Makes All Things New!

New Year’s Day is an annual reminder of the new life we have in Christ. And with that new life
comes the opportunity to correct that which needs correcting, improve that which needs
improving, and let go of that which is not worth holding onto. A new year is the same way.
As we thank God for a great 2016 for our church, we need to push forward and make whatever
adjustments that need to be made so our new year will be that much better!

As you can see, we are trying a new look for our newsletter so please let us know
how it works. If you like it, we will happy to hear it and if you don’t like it… Well,
we need to hear it anyway because the only way we can improve the look is if
we know that the look needs improving! Along with the new look, we also have
some new features that will give us some more variety for the newsletter. This is
still a work in progress so please help us out by letting us know what you would
like to see and we will work on getting it added!
I love our church!
- Earl Winfrey

Check us out online:
www.fccgwd.org

Facebook:
FirstChristianGWD
Early Morning Snuggles
Mkdisciples Study Group

Address:
First Christian Church
474 Deadfall Road West
Greenwood SC 29646

Please keep us informed of any
address changes so we can
keep our records up to date.
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Church Office:
864-223-2940
Earl@fccgwd.org
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What Kind of Church is First Christian Church?
First Christian Church is a non-denominational Elders-led Church located in Greenwood, SC. We are part of
the movement to restore the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God, that He lived a sinless life, offered His life for ours on the Cross, and rose on the third day to live
forever. We believe that salvation comes through simple obedience to the plan of salvation that is laid out
in the pages of the New Testament.

Core Beliefs
A common misconception is that all churches believe and preach the same thing. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. In a world that is greatly divided spiritually it is very important to know just
exactly what a church believes and practices. We welcome the opportunity to sit with you and
discuss these core beliefs in depth.

We believe…
1. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God who died for our sins and arose from the
dead. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God - "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path".
2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:105
3. That every person has worth as a creation of God but "all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God" Romans 3:23
4. That forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available to those who trust and
obey Christ as Savior and Lord. John 3:16
5. That we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9
6. That the Church is the body of Christ on earth and exists to save the lost and edify the saved.
Ephesians 4:1-16
7. That Jesus Christ will one day return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 1 Thes 4:13-18
8. That those accepting Christ must repent of sin, confess their faith and be baptized into Him.
Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38
For more information about baptism, see our Baptism FAQ located on our website

PAGE 3

FOOTPRINTS

New Year, New Focus (Michael Winfrey)
“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.” Matthew 9:35 (ESV)
I want to share with you my vast knowledge of lawn care. Are you ready for it? Here it comes! Lawn
care has something to do with grass and plants. I will be the first to admit that I don’t know much about
things having to do with playing in the dirt. I have NEVER nor will I EVER be interested in kneeling down
and sticking my hands into a pile of dirt in order to plant anything. I leave that up to Earl, and he does an
amazing job! He does explain things to me and I listen because I love him!
I am smart enough to know how the grass should look say in May or
June verses how it should look in November or December. So as I was
driving around the other day, I passed by a beautiful church. The first
thing that I noticed was how green their grass was. I mean it was
REALLY green. I drove on, not thinking too much more about it. Then
I started noticing the yards of the houses surrounding the church.
Their lawns looked like it was December and not May! The grass was
mostly brown and pitiful looking.

“We can’t grow
spiritually if we are
not serving.”

Something hit me as I drove on, do churches, all too often, have this
internally focused mentality rather than one that is externally focused?
Are we more concerned about the ascetics of the church? Do we pride ourselves on having the latest
and greatest technology? Do we boast about all the programs we have available? Or is our main
concern the person across the street or down the road?
Now there is nothing wrong with making sure the church looks “good”. I believe the church should be
up to date with some technology. We should have programs that are available for anyone who walks
through the door. What I am saying is that these things are NOT more important that being a voice in
the community.
In the book “The Externally Focused Church”, Robert Lewis says this,
“Imagine Jesus going out into towns and villages during his public ministry and proclaiming his gospel
without accompanying acts of healing and helping (Matthew 9:35). Do we really think our Savior would
have gained a hearing (much less a following) or established the credibility of his message without
displaying some proof that this gospel was real? Why would we ignore such a model? We need to be
like Jesus. Like him, we need to be OUT in our communities, connecting with people through acts of
amazing love...while connecting them to a God of amazing grace. Now that’s good news!”
If we want people to walk through our doors, we have to first walk out of those doors and into the
community! We can’t grow spiritually if we are not serving. We don’t have to look long and hard for
places in our community to serve. We don’t have to spend hours scouring for people who are hurting
and desperate for Jesus.
This year, let this be our focus!

“Pray for FCC”
For 2017, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis. Along with the many prayers
that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special
prayers specifically for our church. Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday!
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“Are We Playing Jenga with Our Doctrine?” - Earl Winfrey
I love playing board games. Ever since I was a wee little lad, I have been able to enjoy the time
well spent sliding down chutes and climbing ladders. I have jumped checkers, checked kings,
hopped marbles, and sent opponent’s pieces home without saying “Sorry.” I have gone fishing,
slapped jacks, grabbed spoons and even collected spades while trying to avoid hearts. I have
purchased property, paid the high rent of hotels, luxury tax, collected $200 and gone to jail.
Lately, I have rolled 5 dice and went through 10 phases with my family. Games have been part
of life, but there is one game I have never played, and that game is Jenga.
Jenga does not interest me, but many people like the tension that develops while they remove
each piece from the tower. For those who are not familiar with the game, you build a tower of
blocks and then remove the pieces until the tower collapses. I’m sure there is some kind of
strategy involved, but that is basically the game.
Along with playing board games, I have also been a fan of Jigsaw puzzles. I love the challenge
of taking each piece and finding out where it fits to form the big picture that is on the box. My
Granny used to have a big sheet of plywood she would place on a couple of card tables so we
would be able to work on a 1,500 piece puzzle as a family. Every time I would visit, I would
spend a few minutes at the puzzle to see if I can help the project move forward. When the
puzzle is complete, we all sit back and enjoy the reward of being able to see the picture on the
table. There have been some puzzles placed in frames because we liked the pictures, and they
looked good on the wall.
A Jigsaw puzzle is a good example of how the different doctrines found in the Bible fit together
to form the big picture of redemption. We can see the whole story when we take each piece
and fit them together according to how God laid them out in the Bible. These doctrines make
up our foundation as a church so it would be time well spent to learn more about them.
Unfortunately, there is a disturbing trend among preachers and church peeps concerning the
Bible. Way too many times over the past couple of months, I have seen discussions about
various topics with the conclusion drawn that it is not necessary to believe everything the Bible
teaches. The latest doctrine on the chopping block is the virgin birth. The popular way of
thinking is that the virgin birth is not as important as the resurrection so there is no need to
believe in it. I can agree that the resurrection is the victory declaration over death, but the
virgin birth drives home the point that no man can lay claim to God.
Not believing in certain doctrines because they are not as “important” as the “major” doctrines is
a dangerous game to play. Just like the game of Jenga, if you start removing doctrines piece by
piece, you will soon end up with a belief system that has collapsed. Instead, we should be
treating the doctrines like pieces of a Jigsaw puzzle that connect in order to give us the big
picture that God wants us to see.
(Continued on the next page…)
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Back in the 1500s
Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for
animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it rained
it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof, hence the saying
"It's raining cats and dogs."

(...Continued from page 4)
How can we treat the doctrines like Jigsaw puzzle pieces? I’m glad you asked!
Our first step is to recognize the value of each doctrine no matter how minor it may appear.
Even the smallest detail can be combined with other pieces to form the picture of the Messiah.
This is why we should always be looking for opportunities to connect passages of Scripture to
each other.
While it is true that we need to study each book of the Bible on its own, we also need to surf
the waves of thought that flow back and forth throughout the Old and New Testaments. We
need to be able to take Matthew and work backwards through the prophecies that were
spoken several hundreds years earlier. We can also take the book of Acts and jump into the
letters written by the Apostles to see how they taught the different churches. Genesis leads to
Exodus, but there is also a passage that can send you into the book of Job. And the Kings and
Chronicles passages can be used for creating a timeline of Minor Prophets.

The Bible is a complex web of various styles of writing, teachings, historical accounts, and
stories that can inspire us to live for God. When you take the time to study the various passages
in the Bible, you will find a great reward which is the whole counsel of God.
I LOVE the Bible! Of course, you expect me to say that since I have devoted my life to knowing
every inch of it from cover to cover. However, you can develop a love for the Bible too if you
take the time to study, and that is where I can help you.
During the next few months, I will be providing details about various studies that I can provide
for anyone who is interested. Whether it is a small group study using a book like “13 Lessons in
Christian Doctrine” or an individual discipleship study to improve your Biblical knowledge, I am
available for you if you are willing to commit to our time together.

I do not claim to know everything there is to know about the Bible, but I do know enough to
lead you to a higher level of Bible knowledge so you can become a better role model for those
who are following you. (Stay tuned for more information next month!)

Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
Origin of Phrases:
OVER A BARREL
In the days before CPR a drowning victim would be placed face down over a barrel
and the barrel would be rolled back and forth in an effort to empty the lungs of water.
It was rarely effective. If you are over a barrel you are in deep trouble.
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It breaks my heart and agonizes my mind to see so much misunderstanding and denial about
the clear Biblical teaching that water baptism is a salvation event. Occasionally someone will ask
me whether I think that their "faith-only" baptism was valid, and whether I think they should be
immersed again--for the right reason. Here is my latest answer to this kind of question:
I start with Colossians 2:12, which says that we are buried with him IN BAPTISM, IN WHICH we
are also raised up with him THROUGH FAITH IN THE WORKING OF GOD. "Buried" and "raised"
refer not just to the physical act of immersion, but especially to the spiritual event of
regeneration--death to sin and resurrection to new spiritual life (see v. 13). This is a salvation
event. And it happens IN BAPTISM. But it happens there THROUGH FAITH IN THE WORKING
OF GOD. I take this to mean that the one being baptized must have, in that moment, some
degree of faith that GOD IS WORKING in a saving way--without necessarily having to
understand all the details.
Next, I would ask you to remember as well as you can whether or not there was SOME faith in
your heart that God was DOING something for you there--something related to your salvation,
something you could not do for yourself. If so, there is no question in my mind that the baptism
was valid.
Finally, if you get this far and still have doubts, ask someone to immerse you--privately, unless
you want to make this a testimony to others also. But primarily it is for you. When you do this,
"call on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16) something like this: "Lord, I do not know for sure
what you have already done for me, but I want to be sure. Now that I understand your word
about baptism better, I am submitting myself to you here, calling upon your name to do for me
whatever has not already been done." Then let God decide whatever else you need, and let
him do it for you in baptism. Then you won't have to wonder about it any more. - Jack Cottrell

It Can Be Done - Anonymous

On my desk in the oval office, there
sits a plaque that says,
‘It can be done.’ It’s a belief that
I deeply hold true. – Ronald Reagan

Man who misses all the fun,
Is he who says, " It can't be done. "
In solemn pride he stands aloof
And greets each venture with reproof.

Had he the power he'd efface

4 Pillars of the Restoration Movement:
1. Lordship of Christ
2. Authority of the Bible
3. Unity of believers
4. Evangelism of the world
(John 17:20, 21)

The history of the human race;
We'd have no radio or motor cars,
No streets lit by electric stars;
No telegraph nor telephone,
We'd linger in the age of stone.
The world would sleep if things were run
By men who say " It can't be done. "
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Bible Trivia Question (Send answers to Earl)
Answer to last month’s question:
Mary and Joseph offered 2 turtledoves or pigeons after Jesus’ purification (Luke 2:24)
Winners: Michael Winfrey/Wil Winfrey/Freda Austin

Be one of the first 3 people
to answer correctly and
you will be a winner!
Be one of #4-10 to answer
and you will receive an
honorable mention!

Honorable Mention: Michaela Winfrey

This month’s question:
Who had a slave named Onesimus?

Soup Kitchen Donations are Appreciated
We support our local soup kitchen once per month by supplying some of the food
they need. If you would like to participate, be sure to check out the list of items
needed on the communication station in the Fellowship Hall. Every can counts!

Please join us for a Beach Party theme game night!
January 21 @ 6pm
(Fellowship Hall)

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV)
Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and
near our hearts!
Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA)
Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL
East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN)
First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA
First Christian Church of Hampton, SC
First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL
First Christian Church of Mountain City GA
Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY)

Lilburn Christian Church, GA
Port Orange Christian Church, FL
Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA)
Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL)
Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA)
Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL)
Tucker Christian Church, GA
If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added
to this list, be sure to let Earl know.

