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Welcome to our newsletter!  

Can you feel it in the air? 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

I have heard that summer is over and fall is here, but judging from 

the amount of sweat in my shirt at the end of the day, it is hard to 

tell!  I guess what they really mean is that summer break is over and 

a new school year has begun.  In that sense, a new season is upon 

us which brings new opportunities to make a difference. 

 

September is going to be fun and October will be even better!  We 

are having a yard sale to raise funds for our youth group and our fall 

festival will be happening in October! 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

Footprints 

First Christian Church 

Greenwood SC 
...where strangers become family 
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My Baby Girl (Michael Winfrey) 
This month I get to celebrate another year with the sweetest and sassiest soon-to-be 7 year old.  She 
brings me so much joy and laughter.  I look at my daughter, who looks NOTHING like me, and I am so 
thankful that I get to be her mom. 
 
Being pregnant with my second child was going to be a breeze...or so I thought.  Wil was such an easy 
pregnancy.  The worst thing that happened was my heightened sense of smell towards onions!  They 
were not allowed in the house!  Oh, and there was the crying incident in Publix...but that‘s another story 
for another day!  There was no morning sickness and I had lots of energy.  I thought Michaela was going 
to be 9 months of the same!  Hahaha!  There were mornings when my eyes would open and my stomach 
would say, ―I‘ve been waiting for you to get up, now let‘s commence the nausea!‖  Then there was the 
heartburn...OH THE HEARTBURN!  In my 30+ years of existence, I have never experienced heartburn.  My 
darling daughter changed all that!  Truth be told, I was excited about the heartburn because everyone 
knows what that means...a baby with a full head of hair!  I was so excited because my boy entered this 
world with peach fuzz!  I did look forward to the time when I could really see her move!  With Wil, I felt 
like I was in the ―Alien‖ movies as he twisted and rolled all over the place.  
I was excited about seeing that with my baby girl!  Not too fast, mommy!  
Michaela didn‘t twist!  Michaela didn‘t roll!  Michaela fluttered!  Before I 
had the sonogram I was almost convinced that I was just experiencing 
months of gas bubbles! 
 
What I remember most though was the waiting game!  I was certain 
that she was going to come in August because I felt miserable!           
Everything hurt.  I was ready to serve her an eviction notice!  My         
father-in-law came up towards the end of August so that he could help 
watch Wil while Earl and I were at the hospital.  After an almost two 
week stay, he had to make his way back to Georgia.  He left on Tuesday, 
September 8th and after some bus trouble, walked into his house on 
Wednesday morning, September 9th.  Kid you not, when he walked into his house in Georgia, my water 
broke in Kentucky!  Michaela was a stubborn little booger.  She wanted to prove me wrong about being 
born in August.  Her brother was born on his due date, she was not going to be out done.  She arrived 
precisely when she was instructed, 09-09-09.   She wanted her birthday to be memorable! 
 
And memorable it was!  We lived out in the country and the closest hospital was 45 minutes away in   
Lexington, KY.  So that morning, after trying to get my bags together (shame on me for not having them 
prepared), Earl puts me in the van and off we go!  It was so foggy that morning and between               
contractions I was praying that we make it safe.  Apparently God heard my prayers and also added that 
we have ALL green lights on the way!  Had there been even one red light from Paris to Lexington, she 
would have been born in the van.   
 
So we made it to the hospital and I am wheeled back to the only room available, where there are two 
other women laboring.  I probably scared them half to death with my ―vocals‖!  Within a couple of       
minutes of me getting in the bed, my baby girl was here!  All the months of sickness and heartburn were 
over.  I was holding my angel!  As I look down and her my first thoughts weren‘t about how beautiful she 
was...which she is!  I was wondering, ―WHAT IN THE WORLD IS ON HER HEAD???????‖  I kept wiping her 
head, which by the way was NOT full of hair!  What I was wiping wouldn‘t come off, no matter what I 
did.  My baby had RED HAIR!!!!  WHAT???????  Turns out she is all Earl and none of me! 

(To be continued on the next page…) 

―The sweetest 

and sassiest 

soon-to-be 7 

year old‖ 

―Pray for FCC‖ 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special 

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 



In the sentence of life, the devil may be a comma, but never let him be the period. 

Origin of Phrases: 

 
(SHIP STATEROOMS) Traveling by steamboat was considered the height 

of comfort. Passenger cabins on the boats were not numbered. 
Instead they were named after states. To this day cabins on ships are called staterooms. 
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(… Continued from previous page) 
 
After an ―interesting‖ time at the hospital, we were on our way home with my parents and sister waiting 
on us at the house.  Michaela was dressed up in her first of many Memoe Originals, looking like the    
angel that she still is.  As we were headed home, I couldn‘t help but wonder how it was going to be.  
The pregnancy and birth were both so crazy, I was gearing myself up for more craziness at home.  I kept 
waiting and waiting, but it never came!  Michaela was such a laid back baby!  So laid back that her    
SECOND night at home she slept the whole night!  She loved her sleep!!!  She REALLY IS my daughter!!!! 
 
I look back over these seven years and I wouldn‘t change a thing about my daughter!  She still flutters 
through life, dancing and singing as she goes.  She is my little fashionista, though sometimes I do     
question her fashion sense!  She loves horses and everything having to do with horses.  She still wants to 
crawl in my lap and cuddle.  She has such a sweet heart and an amazing laugh.  She brings me so much 
joy! 

―It just amazes me that approximately 40 years ago I rescued this baby     
Washingtonian Palm from out of the rocks of the FEC Railway in Sharpes, FL in 
front of the DOT Maintenance office & planted it at the corner of our garage in 
Cocoa, FL. It has grown approximately a foot a year! How could it possibly 
grow another inch taller? It is just soooooooooo tall.?! I also planted that 
hedge.‖ - Ray Woodruff (Friend of the Winfreys from Florida) 
 
That tree is a great illustration for the church.  When we are saved, God pulls 
us from the rubble and plants us in His church where we can grow tall and 
healthy.  How does He accomplish this?  He works through the church to 
reach the lost.  Those of us who have grown tall should be looking in the    
rubble for those who need saving.  And when we find those who need Jesus, 
we need to be ready to help them stay planted in church.  The church can 
make the difference between a Christian who grows tall and strong for the 
Lord and a Christian who fades away quickly.  For this reason, we need to be 
the church for those who are being planted in the Lord. 
 
―I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.‖ (1 Corinthians 3:6 ESV) 

"We're one of those rare generations, as I say, that saw in a lifetime -- in our lifetime -- a great transition. Our 

young people today are going to see astounding things, but they'll never see quite the great change that 

we saw. We literally went from the horse and buggy to walking on the Moon." - Ronald Reagan 

(Remarks to Chapter Presidents of the Catholic Golden Age Association, August 31, 1984) 
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Honesty ~ an Award Series by Sara Lantzer 

On my 35th birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve certain    
qualities in my life.  Niece Second received one titled Honesty.  (Please note that names have 
been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!) 
 
Psalm 32:2  ―Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of guilt, whose lives are 
lived in complete honesty!‖  
 
Here is a recipe for a ―best policy‖ item – honesty: 
 
  * Actions         * Target 
  * Holy Spirit fruit of self-control      * the LORD of rightness and effects 
  * Truth      * other People, either friend or foe 
 
       First take an action, no matter how small.  Apply self-control.  Aim with truth towards a      
target of rightness created by the LORD.  Affect those around you.  Yield- beyond your control: 
actions done without guile or deceit (i.e. honest!) can be either correct or helpful or misinformed 
or misconstrued or true or accidentally damaging.  Not to worry, because the LORD of effects 
can take your honest actions and craft a beautiful record regardless of your good intentions or of 
others‘ taking advantage of you or of the devil bumping your aim like any old adversary on the 
archery field.  The LORD can handle it! 
 
A girl is energetic, passionate and completely involved when she is doing something, whether it 
is dancing or throwing a tantrum or coloring a picture for her Aunt – her four-year-old life is 
made up of simple actions that her parents can exert control over to bring as much benefit as 
possible until she learns to use control on herself. 
 
I intended to follow directions at work in crafting furniture and other fine hand-made items from 
reclaimed barn wood, but instead, on occasion, have used the wrong shade of brown or the 
wrong type of boards– my boss brother is a vivid example of how God takes our efforts and 
changes them into something right beautiful. 
 
In the 3rd episode of Star Wars, Anakin Skywalker commits an honest blunder by choosing to 
listen to a dishonest Counselor instead of a father-like Master – being deceived, he hurtles      
tragedy upon uncountable innocents, on the love he was trying to protect, and even on himself.  
The balance of controlling self versus controlling others eluded this most powerful Jedi, and 
since the LORD was excluded from the picture, his life was made up of hopelessness and despair 
and guilt. 
 
We might be able to choose what actions to control, but we can‘t choose the benefits or        
consequences that affect our lives and other‘s.  Look to the LORD for the honest outcome! 
 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

Reach high, think big, work hard, have fun (Imagination Movers‘ Motto) 
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―GOD‘S FOREKNOWLEDGE: WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?‖ 
(Jack Cottrell - June 2016, taken from www.jackcottrell.com) 

My adult Bible study class (First Church of Christ, Greendale, IN) has been studying the book of Romans. 
Today was our second Sunday on Romans 8:29, and our focus was the foreknowledge of God. Among 
other things I presented four reasons why God‘s foreknowledge is an important doctrine. 
(It is just serendipitous that all four points are alliterative—all begin with ―Pr–‖.) 

I. PROPHECY. Generic prophecy is by definition any message spoken on behalf of someone else. One  
major kind of prophecy, though, is predictive prophecy, i.e., a message that predicts something that is 
going to happen in the future. The Bible has many examples where God predicts future events, often 
things that will happen hundreds of years later. Some of these can be explained by God‘s purposive    
decision to personally cause an event to happen at a chosen point in the future, especially predictions 
relating to the birth of the Messiah (e.g., Isaiah 7:14). 

Some predictive prophecies, though, are the result of God‘s foreknowledge of as-yet-future human     
free-will choices, i.e., choices that he knows certain people will make in certain circumstances yet in the 
future. One such prophecy is Isaiah 44:28: ―It is I who says of Cyrus, ‗He is My shepherd! And he will     
perform all My desire.‘ And he declares of Jerusalem, ―She will be built.‘ And of the temple, ‗Your        
foundation will be laid.‘‖ This prophecy was written probably in the late eighth century B.C., about the 
man who became king of Persia almost 200 years later (c. 539 B.C.). The fulfillment of this and other 
prophecies related to Cyrus is recorded in the book of Ezra (see Ezra 1:1-4). King Cyrus defeated the 
Babylonians, set the Judean captives free, and allowed them to return to their homeland to rebuild     
Jerusalem and the temple. 

Another predictive prophecy involving God‘s foreknowledge of future human acts is Psalms 22: 17-18,    
―I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; they divide my garments among them. And for my 
clothing they cast lots.‖ This is a Psalm of David, whose life ended around 970 B.C. Thus it refers to   
something that was going to happen a thousand years later (Matt. 27:35-36), something foreknown to 
God and revealed to David by the Holy Spirit. For another example see Jesus‘ own prediction concerning 
the Apostle Peter, made during the Last Supper, the night before the crucifixion: ―Truly I say to you, that 
this very night, before a rooster crows twice, you yourself will deny Me three times‖ (Mark 14:30). The 
amount of detail here shows that this was not a guess, but a predictive prophecy based on                  
foreknowledge. 

II. PROOF. The second example of the importance of foreknowledge is actually a continuation of the first 
one. It is simply this: the fact that God foreknows the future, as demonstrated by his predictive        
prophecies, PROVES that he alone is God. There are always many false gods whose reality and deity and 
power are claimed by their followers. To such claims the One True God says: ―OK, if you are a god, prove 
it! And one main way you can prove it is to predict the future! These phony gods cannot do this, BUT I 
CAN DO IT, AND I HAVE DONE IT! My unique foreknowledge of the future proves that I alone am God!‖ 

Several times in Isaiah 40-48 God issues this challenge to his so-called rivals. For example, in 44:7-8 he 
says, ―‗Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to Me in order, from the 
time that I established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming and 
the events that are going to take place. Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have I not long since       
announced it to you and declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, or is there 
any other Rock? I know of none.‘‖ 

(Continued on the next page…) 

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone. 
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(...Continued from page 5) 

Another such example is 45:20-21: ―‗Gather yourselves and come; draw near together, you fugitives of 
the nations; they have no knowledge, who carry about their wooden idol and pray to a god who cannot 
save. Declare and set forth your case; indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced this from of 
old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, a    
righteous God and a Savior; there is none except Me.‘‖ See also Isaiah 46:9-10. 
 
Here God himself points to his foreknowledge as proof that he and he alone is the One True God. 
 
III. PRAYER. Some have concluded that if prayer is meaningful, then it must have the power to change 
God‘s mind. But this seems to somehow make God‘s will depend on ours. How can we say that God   
answers prayers without somehow diminishing the nature of God? 
(I discuss this in my book on God the Ruler, pp. 367ff.) 
 
The answer lies in the foreknowledge of God. Even before he created this universe, he already knew 
every prayer that would ever be uttered. Even then he was able to decide which prayers he would      
answer and how he would answer them. Thus there is no need for God to change his plans in response 
to our petitions. From the beginning he has known them, and has known what he has planned to do 
about them. Answers to prayers are prearranged according to foreknowledge. 
 
This shows that even though our prayers do not change God‘s mind, they do influence what God       
decides to do. In his foreknowledge, as God processes all our foreseen acts and decisions—including our 
prayers, he plans his own decisions and deeds in connection with them. Thus some of the things God 
has determined to do, in answer to our prayers, he would never have done if we had not uttered these 
(foreknown) prayers! 
 
IV. PREDESTINATION. The final reason why foreknowledge is important is the one Paul is emphasizing in 
Romans 8:29, namely, that God‘s foreknowledge of our free choices is the means by which he              
predestines us to be part of his eternal family in heaven: ―For those whom He foreknew, He also           
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 
many brethren.‖ Some Christians do not like to talk or think about predestination, because they associate 
it with Calvinism. But there is a huge difference between how Calvinists understand predestination, and 
the predestination to which Paul is referring here. Both sides correctly define predestination as God‘s  
pre-creation decision to later bestow salvation on some people and not others. Both sides correctly       
believe that God is the one who chooses whom to save and whom not to save. 
 
But here is where the similarity ends. There are at least two HUGE differences between Calvinistic        
predestination and the predestination to which Paul refers in Romans 8:29. One difference focuses on 
the CONTENT of the salvation God predetermines to bestow on his chosen ones. Paul specifies that God  
predestines that we (the chosen ones) will be ―conformed to the image of His Son.‖ The context of       
Romans 8 shows that he is speaking specifically of giving us, in the end times, a new, glorified,              
resurrection body just like the one Jesus has now (vv. 11, 18-23; cf. Phil. 3:21). This is when we will be 
fully adopted into God‘s family (vv. 15-17, 19, 22-23). This is why verse 29 refers to Jesus as ―the firstborn 
among many brethren‖: he was the ―firstborn from the dead‖ (Col. 1:18), but not the only one. God has 
already predestined that we too will be raised in new bodies into God‘s eternal family. 
 
But how does Calvinism interpret the salvation to which certain people are predestined? They do not 
limit it as Paul does here, but affirm instead that God has predestined to bestow upon certain chosen 
ones the entire gamut of salvation, beginning with the act of faith itself. He chooses not just who will be 
in heaven in the end, but who (of all the sinners in the world) will become believers and remain           
believers until they die and are raised again. But this is not what Paul says! Paul says only the END is    
predestined, not the MEANS. Calvinists incorrectly say both. They are wrong. 

(To be concluded on the next page…) 
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(...Continued from page 6) 

 
This leads to the other main difference between Calvinist and Biblical predestination. It has to do with the 
REASON why God chooses and predestines some, but not others. How does God decide whom to      
predestine to heaven? Here is where the word and concept of foreknowledge becomes important! Paul 
says that the ones God FOREKNOWS are the ones he predestines. Exactly what does he foreknow about 
us that causes him to choose us? In a nutshell, he foreknows who will meet the conditions for salvation 
that he specifies at any point in redemptive history. 
 
Calvinists themselves are the ones who introduce this concept of conditions into the discussion. The    
Calvinist system of sin and salvation is usually summarized in the acrostic T-U-L-I-P. The ―T‖ is total          
depravity, which is actually why God has to choose who will believe and who will not: every human   
being is born (because of Adam) with a sinful nature that is so severe that no one is able to believe, or to 
meet any other conditions that God might specify for receiving eternal life. Therefore God‘s choice of  
certain ones has nothing to do with a ―foreknowledge‖ of who will meet specified conditions, such as 
faith and repentance. Thus they speak of the ―U‖ of unconditional election, where true foreknowledge is 
irrelevant. 
 
But Paul says the predestination to heaven is somehow based on God‘s foreknowledge of something 
about us, and we conclude from other Biblical texts that this is a foreknowledge of who will indeed meet 
the conditions God has specified for receiving salvation. We think of these conditions as the ―gospel  
commands‖ of believe, repent, confess, and be baptized. Thus because God foreknows from the           
beginning who will obey the gospel, he can predestine who will receive the final gift of a renewed and 
glorified body just like the one Jesus has now. 
(This is the ―purpose‖ according to which we have been ―called‖; see v. 28.) 
 
(For more details on predestination, see chapter 22 in my book The Faith Once for All; and my essay on 
―The Classical Armenian View of Election,‖ in the book edited by Chad Brand, Perspectives on Election: 
Five Views.) 
 
Here, then, are four reasons why the reality of God‘s foreknowledge is important for our Christian living 
and thinking. It is a key presupposition of certain PROPHECIES; it is a solid PROOF of God‘s unique        
existence; it is a factor in our PRAYER life; and it is the basis for our PREDESTINATION to heaven. 
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―Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!‖ (Psalm 34:8 ESV) 

***I‘M NOT BEING FED 

I wasn‘t going to say anything, but I must… Today, a young pastor friend called me all discouraged. His 

friend left his church and said: "I'm not being fed." My pastor friend loves God, people, and is orthodox in his 

theology. So, whatever his preaching style, I don‘t believe that he‘s not feeding people. 

 

Most pastors have heard that phrase… even the pastors who give thorough exegetical verse-by-verse       

sermons. Please, never say those words. Why? 

 

EATING IS OUR JOB - when someone makes us a meal, we feed ourselves. The same is true with Bible study. 

In today‘s world we can podcast any preacher, listen to free online seminary courses, attend conferences, 

read books, etc. Of course we‘re starving if we only have one meal a week (a weekend sermon with limited 

amount of time) — and that‘s OUR fault. 

 

OTHERS FIRST - we fill our cup to empty it. We should love God and love people. Church is about glorifying 

God by helping people follow Jesus (aka, serving those in the church and outside church). However         

unintentional, the phrase ―I‘m not being fed‖ can sound very selfish. If we don‘t serve others in addition to 

listening to the sermon, our growth will always be lagging no matter where we attend. 

 

MANY ARE GROWING - Bill Hybels said ―humble people can learn from anyone.‖ So true. Saying ―I‘m not 

being fed‖ unintentionally belittles those still growing and serving at our previous church. The pastors of our 

previous churches are each unique people with unique personalities that God uses to help others follow 

Jesus. 

 

We‘ve all left churches. People leave churches every week for various reasons. Some of the reasons are 

good—but some of the reasons are….not so good. Maybe the reason some of us left wasn‘t a lack of 

―exegetical depth‖ but a lack of ―internal depth‖? Maybe we‘re leaving because there‘s someone we haven‘t 

forgiven, a challenge we refused, hurt feelings, something didn‘t go our way, pride in how much theology 

we knew, etc. 

 

If we‘ve used that phrase, here‘s good news— If we‘re in a church now, we can commit to never saying that 

phrase again! Let‘s own our own spiritual growth, start serving others (besides leading a study), and be an 

encouragement to those who attend our church. 

 

That, my friends, is how we feed others and get fed ourselves. 

 

Caleb Kaltenbach (Lead Pastor, Discovery Church, Simi Valley CA) 



Don‘t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 25: 
Our annual congregational meeting will take place on Sunday, September 25, 
and we will be voting on a budget, celebrating the year of blessings from 
God, and looking forward to the year ahead for us!  We will also be voting on 
a revised set of bylaws so please don‘t miss this very important meeting for all 
of us here at First Christian Church. (Meeting time will be announced soon) 

F O O T P R I N T S  P A G E  9  

Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month‘s question:  

David was the Great-Grandson of Ruth (Ruth 4:22) 

Winners:  Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey/Freda Austin 

 

 

 

 

This month‘s question: 

On what island was John when he was given the vision of Revelation? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 

Why? To benefit the Youth Group 

When? Saturday, September 24 

beginning at 7am (Rain or shine!) 

Where? 

First Christian Church 

474 Deadfall Road West 

Greenwood SC 29649 

Be one of #4-10 to answer 

and you will receive an 

honorable mention! 




