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Welcome to our newsletter!  

Home is where the heart is! 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

We drove.  We slept.  We drove some more and now we are back 

home!  It was an exciting, encouraging, and exhausting month for 

us as we made the cross-country trip to the NACC! 

 

Now that we are back home, we can focus on the horizon which 

will bring us a new school year.  And with the new school year 

comes new opportunities to reach out to our community.  Let’s pray 

about how we can impact those families for Christ! 

 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

Footprints 

First Christian Church 

Greenwood SC 
...where strangers become family 



P A G E  2  F O O T P R I N T S  

Living a Better Story (Michael Winfrey) 

 
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to His purpose.”  (Romans 8:28 ESV) 

 
If we are all honest with ourselves, there are moments when we would LOVE to be anyone other that 
who we are.  We look, longingly, into the lives of others and wish we had what they had.  We wonder 
why we can’t be further along than others, why we can’t be better speakers, singers, wives, moms,       
human beings than others.  Sometimes we wish we just weren’t who we are. 
 
One of the most important things I learned while on this whirlwind trip to Cali and back is that there is no 
other me.  I can’t take a “break” and have someone else come fill my shoes for a couple weeks.  I can’t 
wake up and say, “Today, I will not be Michael...I’m going to be Beth Moore.”  (Although I secretly, or not 
so secretly, wish I could speak as passionately as she does...especially in her southern twang!)  I can only 
be me, for better or worse….just me. 
 
One of the speakers at the NACC this past month, shared the 
story of the man laying beside the Pool of Bethesda.  People with 
all sorts of sicknesses would come sit by the water and wait for 
the angels to stir the water.  When the water was stirred, the first 
person in would be healed.  This man had some sort of infirmity 
for 38 years.  For 38 years he had been waiting for the chance to 
get into those healing waters, but someone always beat him to it.  
Jesus saw him and with his wonderful sense of humor, Jesus 
asked him, “Do you want to be made well?”  HUH???  He’s only 
been wanting this for THIRTY EIGHT years!  The man gave Jesus 
reasons (excuses, really) as to why he was still in this state. 
 
I know I make excuses as to why “things” are still the way they are, and I bet some of you do as well.  The 
bottom line is, we have to WANT a better story if we are going to HAVE a better story.  I’m not talking 
about a “more money in the bank” kind of story or a “book deal/speaking engagements” kind of story.       
I am talking about the better story that God is writing for each one of us that ONLY  we can tell.   
 
I don’t know what kind of affliction the man at the pool had, but I’m pretty sure it was painful.  He was 
this way for 38 years and not once could he get to the stirred waters.  He couldn’t change his posture fast 
enough before someone else took the plunge and was healed. 
 
Changing our posture can be painful, but we need to embrace that pain.  We need to get up, no matter 
how much it hurts, and realize that the view from where we were just wallowing is a pitiful view.      
Standing and walking in our God given story is the most beautiful view of all.  We have to make that 
choice to get up!  Not only does it effect our live, it also effects the lives of those around us… especially our 
family!  Embrace the pains of the past because what Jesus has done for us and through us is BIGGER that 
what was done to us! 
 
So, my friends...GET UP!  Let those bones crack and creak.  Let those back muscles stretch and strain.  Look 
around at the view from where you stand.  Realize that you are the only you, so be the best you!  Give 
God that pen and let Him start writing your story and walk in that story!  Run  to the arms of God.  Dance 
in the fact that you are FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE!  Start living your better story! 

The bottom line is, 

we have to WANT a 

better story if we are 

going to HAVE a 

better story. 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special 

prayers specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 



"A culture of encouragement will outperform a culture of criticism." - Lance Duncan 
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Wisdom from Grandpa...... 
 
Whether a man winds up with a nest egg, or a goose egg, depends a lot on the kind of chick 
he marries. 
 
Trouble in marriage often starts when a man gets so busy earning' his salt that he forgets his 
sugar. 
 
Too many couples marry for better, or for worse, but not for good. 
 
When a man marries a woman, they become one; but the trouble starts when they try to       
decide which one. 
 
If a man has enough horse sense to treat his wife like a thoroughbred, she will never turn into 
an old nag. 
 
On anniversaries, the wise husband always forgets the past - but never the present. 
 
A foolish husband says to his wife, "Honey, you stick to the washing', ironing', cooking' and 
scrubbing'. No wife of mine is gonna "work"." 
 
Many girls like to marry a military man - he can cook, sew, and make beds and is in good health, 
and he's already used to taking orders. 
 
Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about 
it. 
 
Some people try to turn back their odometers. 
 
Not me, I want people to know "why" I look this way.  I've traveled a long way and some of the 
roads weren't paved. 
 
How old would you be if you didn't know how old you are? 
 
You know you are getting old, when everything either dries up or leaks. 
 
Old age is when former classmates are so gray and wrinkled and bald, they don't recognize 
you. 
 
Have a GREAT day.......and keep Laughing! 
 
It's good for the soul . 

"Success is getting what you want. Happiness is wanting what you get." - Hayden 
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Faithfulness ~ an Award Series by Sara Lantzer 

On my 35th birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve certain    
qualities in my life.  Parent Second received one titled Faithfulness.  (Please note that names have 
been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!) 
 
Psalm 37:3  “Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.” 
 
Faithfulness is best shown off in the midst of trials: like a palm tree that shakes and shivers in the 
hurricane, but continues to stand strong again afterwards.  You think of a person as “faithful”  
after they have experienced hardship or monotony, not when everything is going well for them.  
How does this person arrive at this high-quality characteristic?  By practicing trust in something 
worthy of having faith put into it.  See, it does no good to trust in self or feelings or status-quo – 
those foundations are shifting, sinking sands of unreliability.  Trusting in what is true and right, 
which God invented and maintains, is a dependable foundation that remains forever. 
 
A parent chooses to enjoy being home with the family, not to go off and enjoy some other    
family …in contrast to what their parent chose – this has created a foundation for my siblings and 
I that is solid and dependable. 
 
A wife tells her husband one day that she doesn’t love him any more – the resulting divorce  
copies into her daughter’s life what had happened to herself when she was 2. 
 
The Princess Bride is a movie that tells a story of fencing, fighting, torture, revenge, giants,     
monsters, chases, escapes, True Love, miracles – and of a pirate who spares a Farm Boy’s life,   
because of the “faithfulness he talked of, Madam, your enduring faithfulness” when referring to 
the Girl of Surpassing Beauty. 
 
But what if a trial proves terminal?  What if someone you depend on proves unfaithful?  What if 
you discover that you have been trusting in untrustworthy things?  Has God rejected helping 
you?  Has He lost the ability to create good from bad??  Has He left you without direction or 
guidance???  Certainly NOT!  Humans are very close to God’s heart, and He cares about each 
and every one of them to the point of remaining faithful even when we prove (intentionally or 
accidentally!) faithless. 
 
We might be able to choose what to trust in, but we can’t choose the benefits or consequences 
that result from building on certain foundations.  Trust carefully! 
 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

Origin of Phrases: 

(RIFF-RAFF) The Mississippi River was the main way of traveling from north to south. 
Riverboats carried passengers and freight but they were expensive so most people used rafts. 
Everything had the right of way over rafts which were considered cheap. The steering oar on 

the rafts was called a "riff" and this transposed into riff-raff, meaning low class. 
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“The magic of movie making” (Earl Winfrey) 

The road trip to California was an amazing experience for our family.  We had a great time learning 

about the states we traveled through and we also found out that it is possible to drive across the country 

in a Jeep Wrangler (Another story for another day).  When we arrived in Los Angeles, we drove around 

to check out the sights and get to know the area. 

 

Although we were there for the North American Christian Convention, I was also excited about the 

chance to check out the filming locations for Beverly Hills 90210.  If you are familiar with the show, then 

you can probably understand my excitement.  I knew that the locations would not look the same as what 

I saw on TV, but I was surprised to see just how much magic was involved with the movie. 

 

The show was created during the 1990s, but most of the locations were still there, and I recognized 

many of them.  Unfortunately, the main production studio/warehouse was sold and completely           

remodeled, so the Peach Pit After Dark was missing along with the back entrance to the Peach Pit.  

Again, if you are not familiar with the show, you probably don’t know about the Peach Pit, but that’s ok, 

we should move on. 

 

While were driving around, reality set in and I finally got to see just how hard it is to put a show together.  

The production studio/warehouse was in a suburb north of Los Angeles on a side street.  This was not 

anywhere close to anything having to do with Beverly Hills.  By the way, when we drove through       

Beverly Hills, we saw what we expected, but it was not as glamorous as we have seen on TV.                

Apparently, everything is exaggerated to fit the image we have of Beverly Hills instead of showing what 

it really is. 

 

While the production studio was north of Los Angeles, the high school was about 30 miles south which 

is around an hour worth of drive time because of traffic.  The main house in the show was north of   

Pasadena which was an hour worth of driving in the other direction from the production studio.  Along 

with that, the beach house and beach club were not anywhere close either which makes me wonder if 

anything was actually filmed in Beverly Hills. 

 

If they filmed on location, Brandon Walsh would need to wake up in the house north of Pasadena, drive 

2 hours south to the school in Torrence and then drive an hour north after school to work at the Peach 

Pit in Van Nuys.  By the way, another interesting fact is that Dylan’s house was just down the street from 

Casa Walsh which made those long drives from house to house on the show just a bit silly for us. 

 

The exterior shots were created on location, so I am sure that there were many days of traveling           

involved, but once they established a believable scene, the rest of the work could be accomplished at the 

studio/warehouse in Van Nuys.  This is where the movie magic happened. 

 

After getting all of the shots needed to establish the show’s reality, the production crew spent time     

adding and subtracting until they ended with a seamless view of a teenager’s life in Beverly Hills.          

Unfortunately, that life was not based on reality which to some fans can cause some real hardships.  The 

good news is that I am smart enough to know that the show is fantasy although it was still entertaining. 

 

Sometimes I wonder if some of our popular church doctrines are the result of movie making magic with 

the Bible. 

(Continued on the next page…) 

Man’s way leads to a hopeless end, God’s way leads to an endless hope. 
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(...Continued from page 5) 

 

The more I study the Bible, the more I can see just how far off the path we have strayed.  Doctrines like 

the TULIP of Calvin, the Sinner’s Prayer, infant baptism, sprinkling instead of immersion, and other        

misrepresentations of the Scriptures have been taught for so long that many well meaning Christians  

refuse to admit that most of those doctrines do not line up with the Bible.  Why is it so hard to admit this?  

When you learn from a trusted teacher, it can hurt to think about that teacher being wrong especially if 

the person who taught you is a family member. 

 

Well respected Theologians are human, and they are capable of being wrong even if their teachings 

have survived several centuries after the Lord has called them home.  That does not mean their lives were 

a fraud.  It simply means that their interpretations of the scriptures are wrong, and we should correct our 

understanding according to what is really in the Bible instead of stubbornly hanging onto the doctrines 

that have the appearance of truth even though they were created by several passages being spliced   

together to form a seamless reality that contradicts itself. 

 

After a few minutes of study, it becomes evident that the popular doctrines contradict the actual          

passages that are used to support those doctrines.  Here is an example. 

 

The plan of salvation is always a hot topic and for good reason since we are dealing with eternity.  This is 

the reason why we must be sure about what the Bible says instead of taking somebody else’s word for it.  

Of course, that includes me too.  Even though I am confident of what I have learned through in depth 

Bible study on several levels, I am still human which means that you must check up on me to make sure I 

am following what the Bible says. 

 

For our example, I will be using Romans 6. 

 

One of the most popular verses used when presenting the plan of salvation has been Romans 6:23 

which says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Here is how it is usually interpreted. 

 

The wages of sin is death means that we are sinners and we deserve to die.  The free gift of God means 

that salvation is a gift from God that we cannot earn.  Eternal life in Christ Jesus means that Jesus is the 

only way to heaven.  Therefore, God provided salvation as a free gift for us even though we deserve to 

die because of our sins. 

 

Although that is a good interpretation of the verse, it does not tell us about how we can receive the gift 

of salvation.  This is why many people send us to Romans 10:9 which says, “Because, if you confess with 

your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved.”  This is where the movie magic begins.  

 

When Paul wrote the letter to the church in Rome, he did not include chapters and verses.  Those were 

added much later.  The letter was written using a similar format as our modern letters which means that 

the flow of thought begins at the top and works its way throughout the letter.  For this reason, we 

should not move to a later part of the letter to explain Romans 6:23.  Instead, we need to move to an  

earlier part since that is where the flow of thought begins. 

 

(To be concluded on the next page…) 



We need to ask first of all: why do we receive the gift of the indwelling Spirit? What is the purpose of his indwelling? 

The answer is that the Holy Spirit comes into our lives and very bodies for the purpose of empowering us to fight and 

conquer the sin that constantly besets us. To think that the Spirit could or would live in us only if we do not sin is 

equivalent to thinking that a doctor will visit us and treat us only if we have no diseases or ailments. When the bank 

robber Willie Sutton was asked WHY he robbed banks, his reputed reply was, "Because that's where the money is." 

Why does the Spirit live within us who are sinners? Because that's where the sin is! And his job is to enable us to fight 

against sin, and to "put to death the deeds of the body" (Rom. 8:13). He dwells within our very bodies (1 Cor. 6:19), 

which themselves continue to be indwelt by sin (Rom. 7:17-18, 23). "Thus he is in position to do battle for us in the 

very place where we need him most" 

 

- Jack Cottrell (Retired professor from Cincinnati Christian University) 
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(...Continued from page 6) 

 

This particular flow of thought begins at the beginning of Romans 6 when Paul talks about being dead 

to sin and alive in Christ.  Check this out. 

 

 “[1] What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] By no means! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it? [3] Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 

in newness of life. [5] For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his.” (Romans 6:1-5) 

 

If we read Romans 6:23 in light of the first 5 verses on the chapter, we can see that Paul is saying that we 

can receive the free gift of salvation by being baptized into Christ.  At that point, we bury our old lives of 

sin by joining in the death of Jesus so we can also be joined with Jesus in His resurrection, our new life 

with Christ.  The rest of the chapter goes into detail about being slaves to sin and being set free from sin 

in order to become slaves to righteousness which means having Jesus as our Lord, not just our Savior. 

 

Using the first part of the chapter to interpret the last verse of the same chapter is known as using the 

context to determine the meaning of the text.  Context means background which provides the big      

picture of what Paul is trying to say.  In this letter to the Romans, Paul is reminding the Christians who 

have already been immersed about what happens during baptism.  This is his way of encouraging them 

to remain faithful because they have received new life in Christ so there is no need to fall back into their 

old lives of sin.  They should walk away from the sin and walk towards God who is now their Heavenly 

Father thanks to the free gift of salvation they received at baptism. 

 

I could go into more detail about the concept of a free gift and how baptism is not a work, but for this 

article, the purpose is just to give an example of how we should be careful when trying to interpret the 

scriptures.  We should use the immediate context instead of searching for other places to prove what we 

want to believe. 

 

We should resist the temptation to use movie making magic when trying to learn about what the Bible 

says. 
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“But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,  

for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14 ESV) 

An Alphabet of Good Words!!! 
Think of a kind or good word that begins with each letter! 

 

a _____________ n _____________ 

 

b _____________ o _____________ 

 

c _____________ p _____________ 

 

d _____________ q _____________ 

 

e _____________ r _____________ 

 

f _____________  s _____________ 

 

g _____________ t _____________ 

 

h _____________ u _____________ 

 

i ______________ v _____________ 

 

j ______________ w _____________ 

 

k _____________ x _____________ 

 

l _____________  y _____________ 

 

m _____________ z _____________ 



Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

Yard Sale postponed until a later date: 
Our church-wide yard sale to benefit the youth group has been postponed 
until a later date, most likely in September.  Please keep collecting stuff to sell.  
If you are needing a place to store any items, feel free to contact somebody 
from the Circle of Joy for assistance. 
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Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question:  

Zebedee, the father of James and John, was a Fisherman (Matt 4:21) 

Winners:  Wil Winfrey/Freda Austin/Michael Winfrey 

 

 

 

  

This month’s question: 

What was the name of Ruth’s great-grandson? 

Be one of the first 3 people 

to answer correctly and 

you will be a winner! 




