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Welcome to our newsletter!  

Summer is coming! 

I 
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The month of June is always fun because school is out, the weather 

is warmer, and the summer activities are here. 

 

For our church, we are taking our youth to play putt-putt with 

something special planned to go with it.  Be sure to check the       

calendar for details.  While you are reading the calendar, be sure to 

check out the other events we have planned for the rest of the 

church.  We are building a great month for the Lord! 

 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

Footprints 

First Christian Church 

Greenwood SC 
...where strangers become family 
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Fathers are Wonderful People (Michael Winfrey) 

 
For this month, I wanted to share this poem by Helen Steiner Rice.  This poem accurately depicts most  

fathers, including my dad and my husband.  These two men are my rocks and I wouldn’t be who I am 

without them!  Sherman Wade and Earl Winfrey, I love you! 

Origin of Phrases: 

IRON CLAD CONTRACT 

This came about from the ironclad ships of the 

Civil War. It meant something so strong it could not be broken. 

*HISTORICAL TRIVIA* 

Did you know the saying "God willing and the Creek don't rise" was in reference to the Creek 

Indians and not a body of water? 

It was written by Benjamin Hawkins in the late 18th century. He was a politician and Indian   

diplomat. While in the south, Hawkins was requested by the President of the U.S. to return to 

Washington. In his response, he was said to write, "God willing and the Creek don't rise." 

Because he capitalized the word "Creek" it is deduced that he was referring to the Creek Indian 

tribe and not a body of water. 

Fathers are wonderful people 

Too little understood,  

And we do not sing their praises 

As often as we should...  

 

For, somehow, Father seems to be 

The man who pays the bills,  

While Mother binds up little hurts 

And nurses all our ills...  

 

And Father struggles daily 

To live up to "HIS IMAGE" 

As protector and provider 

And "hero or the scrimmage"... 

 

And perhaps that is the reason 

We sometimes get the notion,  

That Fathers are not subject 

To the thing we call emotion,  

 

But if you look inside Dad's heart,  

Where no one else can see 

You'll find he's sentimental 

And as "soft" as he can be...  

 

But he's so busy every day 

In the grueling race of life,  

He leaves the sentimental stuff 

To his partner and his wife...  

 

But Fathers are just WONDERFUL 

In a million different ways,  

And they merit loving compliments 

And accolade of praise,  

 

For the only reason Dad aspires 

To fortune and success 

Is to make the family proud of him 

And to bring them happiness...  

 

And like OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,  

He's a guardian and a guide,  

Someone that we can count on 

To be ALWAYS ON OUR SIDE.  

Helen Steiner Rice  



“For victory in life, we've got to keep focused on the goal, and the goal is Heaven.”  - Lou Holtz 
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CODE OF ETHICS (Earl Winfrey) 

 
When I was at Dyllan’s graduation from the Police Academy, I was pleasantly surprised to see 
the ceremony begin and end with prayer.  It’s good to see at least one government agency that 
has not thrown prayer out!  I heard an inspiring message about caring for the community and 
maintaining a balanced life, and I saw plenty of family members as the relatives who were     
already serving took their place on the stage to help with the passing out of certificates. 
 
As I was reading the program for the ceremony, something caught my eye.  On the back, they 
had a “Law Enforcement Code of Ethics” which was a 4 paragraph statement of what a Law 
Enforcement Officer believes to be the correct way to live.  As I was reading it, I kept thinking 
that this code of ethics would work great for Ministers too.  I was going to share this with the 
word Minister inserted, but I started thinking about how fathers are the ministers for the family.  
They are also law enforcement officers for the children so I decided to place the word father in 
the statement to show how this applies.  Here it is: 
 
As a Father, my fundamental duty is to serve my family; to safeguard their lives and property; to 
protect the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation, and the 
peaceful against violence or disorder; and to respect the God given rights of the family to       
liberty, equality, and justice. 
 
I will keep my life unsullied as an 
example to all; maintain        
courageous calm in the face of      
danger, scorn, or ridicule;       
develop self-restraint; and be 
constantly mindful of the      
welfare of  others.  Honest in 
thought and deed in both my 
personal and official life, I will be 
exemplary in obeying the laws 
of the land and the regulations 
of the Bible.  Whatever I see or 
hear of a confidential nature or that is confided to me will be kept ever secret unless revelation 
is necessary in the performance of my duty. 
 
I will never act officiously or permit personal feelings, prejudices, animosities, or favoritism to  
influence my decisions.  With no compromise for crime and with relentless prosecution of    
criminals, I will enforce the law courteously and appropriately without fear or favor, malice or ill 
will, never employing unnecessary force or violence. 
 
I recognize the title of Father as a symbol of who I am and I accept it as a blessing that has been 
granted by God.  I will remain true to the ethics of God’s family.  I will constantly strive to 
achieve these objectives and ideals, dedicating myself before God to my chosen profession,   
Fatherhood. 
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Glimpses of God, part 2 ~ Sara Lantzer 

 Once upon a time, God was in the process of creating humans.  He had already finished a 

great, big world for them to inhabit and take care of.  All He had left to do was to make them  

according to the beautiful, proven pattern of Himself. 

They would show to all creation, and especially among themselves, little glimpses of what He, 

the Unseen God, was like.  What a privilege He was giving them! 

So, as God continued this process of making humans, He set aside a special gift just for the boys.  

This select group of humans would be able to display very clearly God’s nature of protecting. 

The word Father is a precious name to wear.  Just as God protects what is His own, so too does a 

dad.  Fathers help us glimpse what God is like through good days and bad days, through         

discipline or duel or deliverance, … though oftentimes their efforts are  belittled or misunderstood 

or unwanted. 

Consider the word Gentleman with me for a moment, as well.  It is also a precious name to wear, 

though not every man or boy can be called one.  Just as God gives His protection to humans 

without arrogance, so too does a gentleman. 

  He uses his words to build up, not to tear down. 

  He opens the door for a lady, displaying selflessness in a subtle way. 

  He tells his daughter not to wear a skimpy dress, even if she won’t listen to him. 

  He works day in and day out in order to pay the mortgage on the family abode, even if he’d 

rather be fishing or riding a Harley. 

So, in an unconscious effort to display a glimpse of God’s nature of protecting, a Gentleman is 

lavish in his kind treatment of others.  He fights against wrongs, even at the expense of paying 

the highest price, pieces or the whole of his very life, in order to provide safety. 

Thank You, Lord, for Fathers, for Gentlemen, and most of all, for Yourself.  

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special prayers 

specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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“The Lord is My Shepherd” (Earl Winfrey - Father’s Day sermon from 2014) 

Anybody associated with church or church people should be familiar with Psalm 23.  It is probably the 

most popular and most widely used Psalm today.  It is a staple for Sunday School classes because it lays 

the foundation for an understanding of who God is.  It is also popular in funerals because it reminds us 

that even though we may be in the deepest, darkest part of the valley, God is there with us to help us 

grieve the loss of a loved one.  Psalm 23 can comfort us when we experience the pain of trials too.  

Whether the trials are self-inflicted or thrust upon us from the outside, God is there to help us stand 

strong and remain faithful.  There are many great uses for Psalm 23, and no matter what stage of life you 

are in, this Psalm reminds us of how God takes care of us.  He is our shepherd; therefore, we should 

never be afraid to walk with the Lord. 

 

As we move through the sermon, there is a perspective I want to use that might not be as familiar        

because many people don’t think about this.  In light of Father’s Day being today, I would like to look at 

Psalm 23 through the eyes of a father.  Fathers are given many titles when describing their role in the 

family but there is one title found in this Psalm that can capture the essence of what fatherhood is all 

about.  Fathers need to be good shepherds of the family, and Psalm 23 gives us a full understanding of 

what that means.  David calls God his shepherd.  In John 10:1-21, Jesus says that He is the Good       

Shepherd.  Listen to John 10:11-15: 

 

 “[11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [12] He who is 

a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. [13] He flees because he is a hired hand 

and cares nothing for the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

[15] just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

 

In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul says that the husbands are to love their wives the same way Jesus loves 

the church and gives up his life for the church.  Paul is saying that Jesus should be our example of how 

to lead the household with a sacrificial love.  And since Jesus leads by being the good shepherd, and He 

is our example of leading with a sacrificial love, we should follow Jesus’ example and become good  

shepherds for our families. 

 

So how should we become shepherds for our families?  We can start by being a supplier and the security 

for our kids.  And then we need to introduce them to our Savior so they can follow the path of righteous-

ness laid out for Christians. 

 

I. Supplier (Psalm 23:1-3) 

 A. 2 items mentioned: Green pastures/still waters - The strange thing about sheep is that because 

of their very makeup it is almost impossible for them to be made to lie down unless four requirements are 

met: 1) They must be free from all fear, 2) They must be free from friction with other sheep (Spread out), 

3) They must be free from any kind of annoying pests like flies or parasites, and 4) They must be free from 

hunger and the need to find food. 

 

 If you try to get a child to go to sleep, those same 4 requirements need to be met: 1) They must 

not be scared, 2) They must not be fighting with siblings, 3) They must not be annoyed at something, 

and 4) They need full stomachs. 

 

 The dad can take care of those 4 requirements for the kids, but he needs help since he can’t be 

around the kids all day and still work a job to provide for the family.  This is why God provided a helper 

for the man and we call her Mom.  Working together, mom and dad can make their kids lie down in 

green pastures so they can relax and recharge for the next day.  Let’s talk about the still waters. 

(Continued on the next page…) 
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(...Continued from page 5) 

 When sheep are thirsty they become restless and set out in search of water.  If not led to the 

good water supplies of clean, pure water, they will often end up drinking from the polluted pot holes 

where they pick up such internal parasites as nematodes, liver flukes, or other disease germs.  And in  

precisely the same manner Christ, our Good Shepherd made it clear that thirsty souls of men and women 

can only be fully satisfied when their capacity and thirst for spiritual life is fully quenched by drawing on 

Himself. 

 As the head of the household, the fathers are the suppliers so the kids can have a roof over their 

heads and a bed to lie down in.  They also have food to eat so they can stay healthy and grow.  As the 

spiritual leader of the house, the fathers are the suppliers of the living water that comes from Jesus.  

When the time is right, the kids should be taught the Bible so their spiritual thirsts can be quenched.  And 

of course, the father is not alone with this responsibility.  God provided moms to help the dads so they 

can raise children who love the Lord. 

 

 B. When the parents are on the same page, and the kids have their physical and spiritual needs 

taken care of, the next concept can be implemented.  David writes that God restores my soul - Now there 

is an exact parallel to this in caring for sheep.  Only those intimately acquainted with sheep and their 

habits understand the significance of a “cast” sheep or a “cast down” sheep.  This is an old English     

shepherd’s term for a sheep that has turned over on its back and cannot get up again by itself.  A cast 

sheep is a pathetic sight.  Lying on its back, its feet in the air, it flays away frantically struggling to stand 

up, without success.  When the shepherd rescues the sheep and sets it upright, the sheep is restored and 

no longer panics. 

 

 Even when we care for our kids’ physical and spiritual needs, there will be times when they may 

end up cast.  Life has a way of knocking you off your feet and that is when you need help getting back 

up.  Our kids need to know that whatever happens, they can count on us to help them recover from   

being cast down.  We can restore their souls by helping them through the trials they experience. 

 

God did this with the people of Israel many times throughout the Old Testament. 

 

 In Jeremiah 31:1-14, we see God promising to reunite the Israelites after the Babylonian captivity 

ended.  This is important to understand because as parents, we need to restore our children after they 

suffer a punishment.  The Jews cast themselves down when they chased after idols instead of being 

faithful to God.  As a result, God allowed them to be captured in order to teach them a lesson.  But when 

the punishment ended, God restored His people so they became a nation again.  The Jews sinned, God 

punished them, and then He restored them. 

 

 C. When are kids slip up and cast themselves down, we punish them, but then we need to restore 

them so we can continue to lead them in paths of righteousness. - This restoration is not wiping out the 

crime as if it never happened.  It is repairing the damage that was caused so the relationship can         

continue to be healthy.  One of the most important jobs of the shepherd is to keep the sheep moving 

from field to field to field so they don’t destroy their environment and end up sick with disease.  If they 

stay in 1 field too long, they will run out of grass, and the poor condition of the field would be the perfect 

setting for pests and disease to infect the flock.  The sheep do not know when to move so if the shepherd 

is not leading them, they will continue to destroy their environment until there is nothing left. 

 

 A family without a father is something that society is trying to say is normal.  Single moms are   

becoming common, but that does not mean this kind of situation is a good thing.  Can a family survive 

without a father?  On the surface, they can.  But through time, the family will break down because the 

kids need both mom and dad to keep them healthy.  A family with both mom and dad will flourish and 

produce kids who will grow up to build healthy families.  And with the new generation of healthy fami-

lies come the hope of turning this world around for good. 

But it has to start with Dad being the shepherd for the kids. (Continued on the next page…) 
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(...Continued from page 6) 

II. Security (Psalm 23:4-5) 

 A. The Valley - Notice that the valley in verse 4 comes before dwelling in the house of the Lord 

mentioned in verse 6.  We have to experience the valley before we can enjoy the blessing.  We cannot 

enjoy the mountain tops without first experiencing the valleys.  This valley is described as containing the 

shadow of death which gives the picture of a dark and scary place where the sun is hidden because of 

how deep the path has become.  It’s during those low points of the valley that faith in God is the only 

way to survive because you can no longer see your way out.  At that point, God chooses to use either 

the rod or the staff to bring you out. 

 

 B. The Rod - The shepherd’s rod asserts authority and power when used to correct the sheep’s 

path.  It also protects the sheep from predators as it is a defensive weapon.  And during times of           

inspection, the rod is used to lift the wool of the sheep in order to uncover blemishes that may have 

formed.  The rod for us is the Bible.  The Bible is our authority and power used to correct our paths.  The 

Bible can protect us from the enemy when trials come our way.  It can also be used as a mirror so we can 

examine our souls and uncover any blemishes that may have formed in our lives. 

 

 As parents, we use a rod that produces the same result when it is formed using God’s Word.  The 

rod of discipline is not just about punishing the kids when they are bad.  It is also about correcting their 

path by pointing them in the right direction.  If all we ever do is wait for them to make mistakes, we are 

not going to be very effective with raising our kids.  We have to build them up and prepare them for the 

journey of life.  That’s what God does with us through the Bible, and this is what we can do for our kids 

by using that same Bible. 

 

 C. The Staff is another description of the Bible - The shepherd’s staff is custom made for the    

shepherd.  It provides comfort for the shepherd and the sheep as it can be used to pull the sheep out of 

danger.  Sometimes, the sheep would wander into the nearby bushes and get caught in the thorns.  The 

shepherd’s staff is a great tool for pulling the sheep out of the bushes without causing additional       

damage to either the sheep or the shepherd.  In the same way, the Bible can help us pull our kids out of 

the thorny bushes known as sin so they can be restored.  And when they are restored, the family is back 

on track for God. 

 

III. Savior (Psalm 23:6) 

 A. Goodness and mercy - In Isaiah 40:1-5, God speaks through His prophet to send a message to 

His people.  God promises that once the punishment is over, they will be comforted because the Messiah 

is coming to save them.  Looking back, we can see that the Messiah is Jesus.  During the time Isaiah 

spoke these words, the Jews were most likely confused about the message.  All they know is that their 

world has been shaken, and they need a savior.  God promises to be their savior and He will show them 

goodness and mercy when the time for salvation arrives.  Obviously, we are not saviors for our kids in 

that sense.  However, we are responsible for introducing them to our savior so they can have a saving 

relationship with Jesus.  As shepherds of the family, we should guide them to Jesus so they can begin the 

most important journey in their lives. 

 

 B. Goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our lives - This is an indication that a daily walk is 

required, not a 1 time event.  A shepherd-sheep relationship requires a daily walk so they can build trust 

and the sheep will know who to follow.  A true father-child relationship relies on a daily walk so they can 

journey through life together with God as their guide.  This takes time to build, but the benefits are     

definitely worth the investment.  There is a special bond between a father and his kids that cannot be 

replaced by anything else in the world.  This special bond is different than the bond between a mother 

and her children because it was designed that way.  And this is why both parents are needed to raise 

kids in a way that pleases God.  Moms and Dads can create well rounded children who love the Lord as 

long as they are both on the same page with the same goal in mind. (To be concluded on the next page) 
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(...Continued from page 7) 

 C. And that goal is for our kids to dwell forever in God’s house - The greatest gift we can give our 

children is the gift of salvation!  My dad taught me many things while I was growing up, but the greatest 

lesson my dad taught me was that my relationship with God is top priority.  And he taught me that by 

being the driver of the car.  I mean that both physically and spiritually.  He drove us to church and he 

was actively involved in church.  I learned that the church was my supply for green pastures and still  

waters so my soul could be restored and my thirst could be quenched.  I learned that church was where 

I could learn about the paths of righteousness I needed to follow. 

 

 My security came from the church because I knew that no matter what kind of trials were hidden 

in the valley, the Lord was with me as He worked through His people to comfort and guide me using a 

rod or a staff depending on what the situation called for.  My dad was my shepherd who kept me in 

God’s flock known as the church so I could grow up and become a shepherd for my kids too. 

 

 As I look out and see our beautiful families in this church, I can tell that we have some great dads 

who understand what it takes to be shepherds for their families.  And from one dad to another, let me 

just say thank you because when we are working together to grow our families in the Lord, our kids will 

be that much stronger when it is their turn to become shepherds for their own families. 

Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37; 9:26-27) 

Barnabas was a great associate for the early church leaders.  He was always willing to introduce new workers and help 

train them to be useful for Kingdom.  Beginning with his name, Son of Encouragement, he has always been the kind of 

person who would encourage others.  Once in a leadership role, he continued to be an encourager as he had done many 

good things for the church.  Although the accounts of Barnabas involve his role as a leader for the church, we can learn 

from his example and lead our families in the same way. 

 

Barnabas is not a well known character in the Bible mainly because of the Apostle Paul becoming the leader of the 

group, but we do have enough information to see how Barnabas was a good mentor, mediator and model for those who 

were in his circle of influence. 

 

    I. The Mentor 

     A. Levite from Cyprus (Acts 4:36) 

     B. Cousin John Mark (Mother hosted prayer meeting while Peter was in prison – Acts 12:12) 

     C. God prepared Barnabas for mentoring (We have been prepared too!) 

    II. The Mediator 

     A. Brought Paul to the Apostles (Acts 9:26-27) 

     B. Restored John Mark and Paul 

  1. Acts 15:2 – Disagreement 

  2. 1 Corinthians 9:6 – Paul and Barnabas work together 

  3. Colossians 4:10 – Paul and John Mark work together 

  4. 2 Timothy 4:11 – Paul requested John Mark to join him because he was 

  “Useful for me in my ministry” (Complete restoration took place) 

    III. The Model  

     A. Good man full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:24) 

     B. Opened the door for Paul at Antioch 

     C. Faded into the background (Acts 13:4-12)  

  (Barnabas and Paul became Paul and Barnabas) 

 

We need to find ways to fade into the background as we elevate our kids to become the men and women God has    

created them to be.  We need to be able to release them into God’s hands fully equipped, ready to conquer the world 

for Christ!  And the only way to make sure this happens is to be that model that our kids need. 
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“But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,  

for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14 ESV) 

In Matthew 6, Jesus is praying to God. And Jesus 

calls God “Father.” God the Father sent Jesus to 

save us from sin and make us all children of God. 

God is an amazing Heavenly Father! He knows all 

that we need and He has the power to provide for 

us. He has never let us go hungry. He has given his 

children shelter and rest. He may discipline us, just 

like your human father will at times discipline you. 

But God’s discipline is never out of anger. It is     

always out of love. And when God disciplines, He is 

trying to build the right character into your heart. 

One day God will bring us to live with him forever. 

We’ll get to see Jesus and praise God with our  

family and with the angels! What a great day that 

will be! 

Hey kids, did you know that Father’s Day is coming 

up this month? We celebrate our fathers and all 

that they’ve done for us. They’ve worked hard to 

give us what we have today. Are you thanking God 

for your Dad? Are you planning on doing anything 

special for your Dad this Father’s Day? 

Did you know that Jesus calls God a Father?  

 Pray then like this: “Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed be your name. 

(Matthew 6:9) 
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"You don't have to be great to get started, but you have to get started to be great." - Les Brown 

Sometimes proper doctrine is painful  

The Winfreys are heading to California! 
The North American Christian Convention will be in Anaheim, CA this year, so the 
Winfreys are going to take a few weeks off in July to drive across the country.  The 
church will be praying for the Winfreys as they travel and they will be missed, but 
there is an obvious question that needs to be answered: 
 

What will we do for our worship services while they are gone? 
 
I’m glad you asked!  The Elders and the congregation discussed this, and they    
decided to modify Sunday mornings for July 10, 17, and 24. 
 
Communion/Offering and singing will be added to Sunday School to make one 
service at 11:00am.  This will fulfill the bare minimum elements that are recorded 
in Acts 2:42, so we could call them “Acts 2:42” services during those weeks. 
 
In addition to the modified Sunday service, Wednesday night Bible Study will be 
cancelled for July and will resume on Wednesday, August 3 at 6:00pm. 
 
Our Sunday night church history survey class will be finished on June 26 and our 
Restoration History class will start in September. 



 

 Putt-Putt with the Youth 

 Saturday, June 4 @ 2:00pm 

 

 Father’s Day Breakfast 

 Saturday, June 18 @ 9:30am 

 

 

 Ladies’ Lunch @ Bojangles 

 Monday, June 20 (Time TBD) 

 

 Fellowship Meal after Church 

  Sunday, June 26 

Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREENWOOD FESTIVAL CHORALE 

Tickets are now on sale. (See Michael or Earl) 

$15 to hear "From the Heart - Songs of Love" 

on Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 pm, 

Josephine B. Abney Cultural Center at Lander U.  
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Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question:  

God closed the door of Noah’s ark (Gen 7:16) 

Winners:    Larry La Douceur/Wil Winfrey/Michaela Winfrey     

 

This month’s question: 

What was the name of Solomon’s son 

who succeeded him as king? 

 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer correctly and you will be a winner! 




