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April, 2016 Welcome to our newsletter!  

Another season is upon us and it looks great! 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

We are beginning the 4th month of the 

year and we are starting a brand new   

season as a church.  Looking at the church 

calendar, we just finished celebrating the 

resurrection of Jesus so we are now       

beginning a new focus.  Instead of turning 

to the events of Easter, we are going to 

work on our foundation as we learn about 

some of the major doctrines that help us 

remain healthy as a church. 

 

Along with the doctrine sermon series, we 

will be starting a Sunday night class that 

will last until June 26.  I am calling it “From Acts to America: The story of God’s Church,” 

and it will be an hour long beginning at 6:00pm every Sunday night. 

 

The purpose for this class is to lay a foundation for what will be our “Restoration History” 

class in the Fall.  During that class, we will dig in deep and learn about our heritage so we 

can further develop our identity as a “Stone-Campbell” movement type of church.  And for 

those who are not familiar with that title, I will make sure you know it well when we have 

that class in the fall. 

 

The reason why I am starting with a general church history class is because we need to 

start where Jesus began building His church.  Once we learn about where we came from, 

we will be able to fully understand where we need to go.  I have said this before, and I am 

sure you will hear me say it again, before we can restore the church, we need to find out 

what part of the church needs restoring.  It is a hard road to travel especially when other 

churches work against you, but the destination is worth the journey because the end result 

is a church that is modeled after the church in the Bible. 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

FCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SC   
...where strangers become family 

Footprints 
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Joy Comes in the Morning (Michael Winfrey) 

 
“When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has 
delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been 
born into the world.”  (John 16:21) 
 
April is one of my favorite months.  It hasn’t always been...but all that changed in the early hours 
of Sunday, April 13, 2008.  Actually, it really begins on Saturday, April 12th.  My mom and dad 
had been visiting us in Florida and were about to head back to Georgia.  We went to church for 
a picnic and I was feeling, well, less than comfortable.  Every few minutes I would have to stop 
what I was doing and just be quiet.  The pain was not intense, but it was “interesting”.  After 
hanging out at church for a while, we decided to go grab some dinner. The pain that was once 
just “interesting” has now turned to “okay...that is more than interesting” and more frequent.  We 
would be talking at the table and all of the sudden I would stop talking and then the whole table 
would get quiet.  I would just rest my head on my chest for about a minute and once that minute 
was over, we would commence to talking. 
 
The pains were still bearable, even though they were more frequent.  
Earl and I had taken child birth classes so we were prepared for what 
was suppose to happen.  There are times when what is suppose to    
happen and what actually happens do not match up...this was one of 
those times.  In the classes we took, we knew that these contractions 
would gradually increase in intensity and frequency.  This could take a 
few hours or a few days, there is really no way to tell.  So with all of that 
knowledge, we went to bed Saturday night knowing that things 
would GRADUALLY progress. 
 
About 1:00am, I realized that there would be nothing GRADUAL about this event!  I took hot 
showers...they didn’t help. I did my exercises...they didn’t help.  I tried to sleep...that didn’t help.  
With every failed attempt I would cry a little bit more.  The only “relief” I ever felt was when Earl 
took his fist and pressed up against the small of my back.  These pains went from bearable to 
“holy moly” with absolutely no warning.   
 
Around 2am we hopped in the car and headed to the birthing center, which was about 45   
minutes away.  To say it was the LONGEST 45 minutes of my life (up until that point) was an    
understatement.  My mom drove, I was in the front seat, and Earl was in the back seat with his 
arms around the front pressing against my back.  He did all he could to make me as comfortable 
as I could.   
 
We get to the birthing center and all I wanted to do was get into their HUGE garden tub!  One 
of the selling points for this birthing center, which was located in an old Bed and Breakfast, was 
their HUGE garden tub.  I remember walking in and asking if I could get in the tub.  My hopes 
were dashed when my midwife said that I needed to be checked first.  My mind quickly snapped 
back to reality and the “holy moly” pain that was going on in my abdomen.  I thought to myself, 
“I am glad that I am at a birthing center cause I REEEEEEALLY might be asking for some drugs 
right about NOW!”  So I do as instructed and lay down on the big queen size bed.  The lights 
were dimmed, my pillows were propped behind my head, and my man was by my side rubbing 
my back. 

(To be continued on the next page…) 

“He knew that it 

was necessary 

in order for us 

to make it 

heaven.” 



“Pray for FCC” 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special prayers 

specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 

Origin of Phrases: 

THE WHOLE NINE YARDS 

 

American fighter planes in WW2 had machine guns 

that were fed by a belt of cartridges. The average plane 

held belts that were 27 feet (9 yards) long. If the pilot used up all his ammo he 

was said to have given it the whole nine yards. 
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(Continued from page 2) 

I hadn’t been laying on the bed long when my midwife made an observation. She told me that I 
was making some wonderful noises...but I wasn’t ready to push yet.  A few minutes later, with 
my voice telling her something different, she said that we would try pushing one time...just to 
see what would happen.  With that first push, Wil crowned.  I saw the astonishment in her face 
and then suddenly everyone's focus shifted.  The room went from “we will be here a while” to 
“this baby is on the way NOW”!  
 
So as I lay on the bed, with my husband on one side and my mom on the other, I distinctly remember 
thinking that everything I learned in classes about how it feels to push...was completely true.  In my 
mind, the phrase, “THIS HURTS” just kept replaying.  I couldn’t believe that I would have to go through 
HOURS of this!  What was I thinking?  I should be in a hospital hooked up to drugs so I didn’t have to 
feel this.  I CANNOT endure this for much longer.  Well...about 8 pushes later, I didn’t have to endure it. 
 
There my baby lay...my beautiful baby boy.  I did it!  WE DID IT!   This amazing little 6 lb. 10 oz. Wee One 
was here.  In fact he came so fast that my primary midwife missed the birth!  She turned around to get 
something off the counter and when she turned back to me, the second midwife was handing me Wil.  
This moment was finally here!  We stayed at the birthing center for a few hours, just resting and      
bonding.  After a few check-ups and instructions, we headed home with our little one.   
 
I would laugh at moms (not in their faces of course) when they would say that they don’t remember the 
pains of childbirth.  To all those moms, I apologize!  On April 13th, my little man will be 8 years old.  It 
seems unreal that it has been 8 years.  I do know that there was pain...IMMENSE PAIN.  I just can’t       
actually remember the pain.  It could have been that my labor wasn’t that long or because I was too  
focused on making the pain stop.  I’m not sure the reason, I am just thankful that I don’t remember it. 
 
The verse I introduced at the beginning of this article comes from the larger passage that is John 16:16-
24.  When Jesus was speaking these words, He was preparing the disciples for the crucifixion that was 
about to take place.  Using the analogy of a woman in labor, Jesus is describing how He felt about being 
the sacrifice for our sins.  He knew that it was necessary in order for us to make it heaven, and that made 
the pain worth enduring.  Just like a mother who sees the baby as a blessing from God, Jesus looks at us 
and smiles because He suffered the pain for a season so we can have life with Him for all eternity. 
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Taking a break this month ~ Sara Lantzer 

The month of March has been extremely busy for me as I have been busy with transition in my 

life.  I plan to be back to writing soon so I can have an article ready for the May issue.  Thanks 

everybody for reading every month! 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

The Sabbath was not a suggestion. Moses included it in his top 10, and Jesus completely redefined 
this ancient practice to the Jewish culture that had made it a chore instead of a blessing. But let’s 
be honest, most of us do not know how to take a day off without feeling guilty, restless, or           
insecure. As a young pastor, I seldom chilled for an entire day, and it almost cost me my marriage, 
my health, and my ministry. Today, I am better at it. Here are some thoughts and suggestions to 
help all of us unplug and recharge our lives. 
 
1. Tweet less or not at all. 

2. Don’t look at your Facebook inbox. 

3. Go on a date with your spouse. 

4. Go outside and take a walk. The sun recharges our bodies more than we think. 

5. Unless it’s family or one of your close friends, do not answer your phone. Voicemail is a great 
screening tool. 

6. Don’t drink cheap coffee. 

7. Talk about anything but work stuff. Note to pastors - church stuff is work stuff. 

8. Wear clothes you would never wear to work. I have an awful set of t-shirts I wear on my day off. 

9. Do something that makes you smile or laugh. If nothing comes to mind, read something from 
Dave Barry. 

10. Spend time reading the Bible. If you’re a pastor or teacher, do not read the text you plan to 
teach on Sunday. Read for yourselves today and not for others. 

11. Hit yourself on the kneecap with a hammer each time you read an e-mail from work. After a 
couple of e-mails, you will be forced to lie down and rest. 

12. Spend some time completely alone. Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. We 
should, too. 
 
May our souls be restored and our joy return as we trust that God can do more in our lives in six 
days than we can accomplish in seven days on our own. The Sabbath requires faith and             
obedience, but the rewards are incomparable. 
 

Brady Boyd (Churchleaders.com) 
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“Sometimes, it is better to let somebody else handle the problem” (Earl Winfrey) 

As a son of a "shade tree" mechanic, I grew up with many opportunities to learn how to work on 

cars. Of course, the fact that we could not afford new cars created those opportunities as we were 

always breaking down!  I learned how to repair most of the problems with the car from first hand 

experience with the side of the road or highway as my "garage" for some of those repairs. Some 

repairs were quick, other repairs required a few days of frustration combined with many trips to 

the parts store. 

 

Although we take pride in having the ability to fix our own cars when they break down, there are 

times when it is better to pay somebody else for the repairs. My dad was always willing to pay the 

money for somebody to work on the air conditioning system, and after an adventure with the 

transmission of our truck when I was younger, we decided that rebuilding a transmission is    

probably not a "Winfrey's Garage" specialty either! Some repairs require special skills that we       

reluctantly admitted that we did not possess. 

 

As I grew older, the engines of the cars I drove became more difficult to work on, and mixing that 

with the busy schedule that became a norm for my life, there were times when I had to defer to a 

professional for something I would normally repair myself. I wasn't very happy about having to pay 

somebody else to work on my car, but my dad told me something that changed my perspective 

when I vented to him. He said that there are times when you have to pay somebody else to work 

on your car even though you have the ability to do it yourself, but that's ok because those           

mechanics need to feed their families too! After that conversation, I decided that I will not stress 

about having to pay somebody to do something I could do on my own. 

 

A few years ago, as I was heading home from D-Group, my brakes lost pressure, and I had a hard 

time stopping my truck. I nursed the truck home and while Michael was pumping the brakes, I 

looked under the back of the truck to find the brake line squirting fluid! At that point, I had several         

decisions to make at one time. First of all, it was obvious that the problem needed to be fixed right 

away because we need both vehicles running (And stopping!) this weekend! I also needed to    

decide if it would be better to work on the truck myself and save some money or pay a mechanic 

to repair the line for me. Brake lines are not complicated, but repairing them can be time            

consuming, and with the busy day ahead of me, I was not in the mood to invest a full day into 

working on the truck. 

 

So I bit the bullet and took the truck to a mechanic, and he repaired the brake line and I was back 

in the truck by 5pm with less money than I had that morning! The mechanic was very reasonable 

with his charge, and I was still able to get some work done since I did not have to work on the 

truck myself. Sometimes, it is better to let somebody else handle the problem! 

 

When it comes to our walk with God, we can take on a "shade tree mechanic" mentality for some 

of our problems we face. Some of our issues are easier than others, and God does encourage us to 

grow to the point where we can handle life on our own, but sometimes, it is better to let         

somebody else handle the problem. God created the church so that if we are facing problems that 

are too big for us to handle on our own, we can turn to somebody else who has experience     

dealing with similar issues. Working together, you can overcome a lot of problems that would have 

stranded you on the side of the road if you tried to fix it yourself. 

“Life is ten percent what happens to you and ninety percent how you respond to it.”  - Lou Holtz 



"Jesus' tomb is empty and his throne is not, so let's not live today like it's               

the other way around. Stay calm, be brave!" - Rick Atchley  
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How Firm a Foundation 

 

A few weeks ago, I preached about the secure foundation that will sustain us through times of 

trial.  I used the “Building a house on the rock” passage at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, 

and I focused on the fact that our church must be built on the foundation of the Bible.  One of 

our songs for that service was “How Firm a Foundation” because it fit perfectly with the theme 

for the day.  Check out the first verse of this hymn: 

 

“How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?” 

 

Did you notice where the foundation is laid?  Our foundation is laid in His Excellent Word, the 

Bible.  For this reason, our churches MUST rely on the Bible as our rule for faith and practice.  

And since the Bible is our foundation, it makes sense to study the Bible so we can know what 

the Bible teaches.  This is the reason why I am preaching a doctrine sermon series starting April 

3.  We need to be reminded of the basic doctrines of the church so we can know what we    

believe and why we believe it.  We cannot assume that our people are doctrinally sound simply 

because they show up for church every week. 

 

Now that I decided to preach about doctrine, which doctrines should I preach about? 

 

That was the question I was faced with a few months ago when I was planning the calendar.  

Among the many doctrines in the Bible lie a few core teachings that must be understood for a 

church to be healthy.  And those few core teachings make up the series. 

 

The teachings are about God, the Bible, sin, salvation, and the church.  If we can be clear with 

these essentials, we will remain healthy as the church.  Throughout the years, these core   

teachings have been abused over and over again because of the heretical hooey that exists 

among many church leaders.  My goal for the series is to cut through the confusion of the 

masses so we can focus on the final authority which we find in the Word of God. 

“Teaching used to be the process of throwing out facts but thanks to the internet, 

teaching involves trying to show which facts are true.” - Mark Ziese 
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Do you know about Jesus, kids? Do you know how he 

was born in Bethlehem and lived a perfect life? Do you 

know that he died on a cross, not because of his sin, but 

because of our sin? Do you know that he was raised from 

the dead? He’s alive today! Do you know he went up to 

heaven and is sitting at God’s right hand? And he’s com-

ing back one day soon! Do you know about Jesus? 

And if you know about Jesus, do you know Jesus himself? 

Do you know his love for you? Is he living inside of you? 

He showed his love by dying on a cross. He showed his 

power by rising from the dead. Have you put your trust in 

him? Just as you trust your dad or mom to take care of you 

and   provide for you, you should trust Jesus to save you 

and lead you. Have you become a part of him through 

baptism? Think about these things, kids. Ask your parents 

to tell you about Jesus. Read God’s Word if you can, or 

have it read to you.  Everyone who believes in him will not 

be put to shame. 

(Ben Lantzer - Created in May, 2012) 

“For the Scripture says, 

„Everyone who believes in 

him will not be put to shame‟” 

– Romans 10:11 

“But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,  

for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14 ESV) 

Are You Ready for a Scavenger Hunt? 

 

This month’s activity will be in the form of a Biblical scavenger hunt!  Listed below 

are items that you need to find and scripture references to let you know where to 

look.  Get your parents to help you and have fun searching through God’s Word! 

 

1. This can help you see at night (Psalm 119:105) 

 

2. This keeps you warm when it is cold (Genesis 37:3) 

 

3. This is made out of trees and ink (Joshua 1:8) 

 

4. A person who takes care of Sheep (Psalm 23:1) 

 

5. This person can crawl, drool, and cry (Luke 2:12) 



It was the coldest winter ever. Many animals died because of the 

cold. The porcupines, realizing the situation, decided to group  

together to keep warm. This way they covered and protected themselves; but the quills of each 

one wounded their closest companions. 

After awhile, they decided to distance themselves one from the other and they began to die, alone 

and frozen. So they had to make a choice: either accept the quills of their companions or disappear 

from the Earth. 

Wisely, they decided to go back to being together. They learned to live with the little wounds 

caused by the close relationship with their companions in order to receive the heat that came from 

the others. This way they were able to survive. 

The best relationship is not the one that brings together perfect people, but when each individual 

learns to live with the imperfections of others and can admire the other person's good qualities. 
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Published on Georgia DNR - Wildlife Resources Division (http://www.georgiawildlife.com) 
Tips For Fishing With Kids 
 
1. Keep it easy. Choose simple tackle, bait and techniques. Fish for a species that is plentiful and 

easy to catch. Your goal should be to keep their rod bent as much as possible. Don't worry 
about catching a fish that YOU will be proud of...catch anything! The more interesting, col-
orful and unique the fish, the more excited they will be.  

 
2. Keep it short. Marathon days are not what they need. Try to find fishing spots VERY close to 
home that that don't require long car or boat rides. 
 
3. Keep them covered. Use plenty of sunscreen and protective clothing. Try not to make any-
thing about the experience painful or unpleasant. 
 
4. Keep them happy. Take lots of snacks including a treat that usually is not allowed at home. 
Snacks can help break up moments of frustration and will keep the kids interested.  
 
5. Keep your cool. Expect to re-bait hooks and take out line tangles and knots all day. This is 
their day, not yours. The quickest way to turn children off to fishing is to get frustrated with 
them. Teach them what you know -- tell them about birds, plants, or fish. Kids remember these 
things and find it interesting. Read to them about fish. 
 
6. Keep a few fish for dinner. Keep fish within the legal catch limits and never keep more than 
you plan to eat. These lessons mold responsible and conscientious anglers helping to ensure 
the future of our fishery resources. 
 
Some good resources to explore: Kids All-American Fishing [http://www.kids-fishing.com/] 
TakeMeFishing.org [http://www.takemefishing.org/] 

Fable of the Porcupine 

"Nothing like machinery to make a preacher wanna cuss." -Dr. Mike Chambers  

(commenting on the frustration of trying to get his dad's model T to run) 



Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

Church History Class 

 

Sunday Nights 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 

April 3 - June 26 

 

Beginning with Acts, 

we will be studying 

the story of how the 

church arrived in 

America.  We will end 

just before the 1800s  

in our timeline. 
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Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month’s question: Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) 

 

Winners:    Wil Winfrey/Phillis Jackson/Freda Austin      

 

This month’s question: 

 

What was the writer of the 

letter asking of Philemon? 

 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer correctly and you will be a winner! 




