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March, 2016 Welcome to our newsletter!  

Can you believe it is already time for Spring? 

I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

It is hard to imagine that we are already 

coming up on Spring! 

 

The month of March has been known as a 

transition month with the entrance of 

warmer weather that brings about a     

feeling of freshness.  

 

This warmer weather gives us an            

opportunity to do a little “spring cleaning” 

for both the church and the home.  The 

days are going to start getting longer and 

our motivation will become greater since 

we will not have to hide in our homes during the cold weather or cover ourselves up with 

many layers of clothing anytime we want to go outside.  The soup weather will give way to 

sandwich weather as picnics will be a great option for outside activities. 

 

For the church, March brings us the Easter season since we are celebrating Easter a little 

early this year.  We are planning a Maundy Thursday communion service and an Easter 

Egg Hunt for the kids in order to help us focus on the “Holy Week” which is the most      

important week for Christianity.  Christmas is important because our Savior was born but 

Easter is critical for our eternal destination because our Savior died so we can live! 

 

The details for the special services are on page 9 in this newsletter.  Don‟t forget to check 

out the calendar too so you can keep up with the monthly activities.  We are also adding a 

kids‟ page to this month‟s edition so we can try to get the kids involved with reading the 

newsletter.  And as always, the trivia question is open for anybody who wants to answer.  

Overall, I hope you enjoy this newsletter as another great resource to build God‟s church! 

 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

FCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SC   
...where strangers become family 

Footprints 
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My Love Letter from God (Part 6) (Michael Winfrey) 

 
“Where shall I go from your Spirit?  Or where shall I flee from your presence?” Psalm 139:7 
 
We are created with a desire to learn about others.  Thanks to people like George Barna we have 
a wide variety of resources available to us so that we can satisfy our desire to know more about 
people.  In Barna‟s book, “The Frog in the Kettle” he writes, “Organizations such as  
Donnelly Marketing can now make available detailed information for about 85 million of the 92 
million households in America.  Based upon combined data bases and statistical modeling     
techniques, these systems can describe with great accuracy your television viewing patterns, 
your radio listening habits, your magazine/newspaper reading preferences, your product  
purchasing by brand, household demographics and key attitudes and values.”  It is scary to think 
that there are people out there who know that much about us. 
 
We live in a day and age where the knowledge that we can gain is growing by leaps and 
bounds.  Even so, with all these surveys, polls, and research, these people actually know a small 
fraction about us compared to our omniscient, all knowing God that we read about in          
Psalm 139.  He knows all about us and He is also fully present everywhere.  In verse 7 through 
12, we read that there is NO place we can hide where God cannot find us.  We may try our best 
to run away, but when we turn around...there He is.   
 
If you have ever taken a drive through the North GA Mountains, you will 
see that God did an AMAZING job creating those mountains.  I enjoyed 
living there for over 4 years.  While I wish our friendly, neighborhood 
bears didn‟t help themselves to our trash can, I‟m thankful God  
created them as well.  He truly is a wonderful creator.  He created       
everything there is about us.  We were not just a hobby that God 
worked with on nights and weekends, or in His spare time.  We are 
the crown of creation. 
 
The amount of space given to the sixth day of creation in Genesis indicates that we are the     
center of God‟s plan.  He loves us in ways that we cannot comprehend.  Even the hairs on our 
head, the curly or straight hairs, the blond, brunette or red hairs, the processed or never been 
messed with hairs, they are all numbered!  In every situation and circumstance, He is there, 
whether it is in times of difficulty or victory, rebellion or faithfulness, questioning or certainty,   
insecurity or confidence...He is right there with us.  He took incredible care in making and        
creating us.  That idea doesn't‟ always sink in until you hear just how fascinating our bodies are. 
 
Why don‟t we take a quick journey through the body to see just how amazing God‟s creation is? 
 
 

(To be continued on the next page…) 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special prayers 

specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 

“We are the 

crown of 

creation.” 



Origin of Phrases: 

POSH Accommodations 

In the late 1800's, India is where all the important Polo Games were played.  As the British were into 

Polo they had many passenger ships going there.  No air conditioning was available on the ships 

and the games were played during the hottest time of year. 

 

So.... when you made reservations on the ship you wanted to be on the shady side of the ship going 

to India and the same on the return trip. So the accommodations were termed… 

POSH Accommodations.  Port out - Starboard home. 
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(Continued from page 2) 

 

 He placed the hair on tip of our heads because we lose the majority of our body heat 
through our heads.  It acts as insulation for our brain to keep us warm.  

 Moving down to our skin, our biggest organ.  In one square inch of skin, we can find 20 
blood vessels, 65 muscles, 78 nerves, 78 sensors for heat, 13 for cold, and 160 for pressure.  
We can also find 650 sweat glands, 1300 nerve endings and over 19 million cells. 

 Let‟s move to the brain.  The average brain only weighs about 3 pounds.  Within the 3 
pounds of gray matter, 100 trillion bits of information are stored over the course of our lives.  
That equals about 500,000 sets of the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

 From the brain, we can travel down about 45 miles of nerves that send impulses throughout 
our bodies. 

 These impulses can travel as rapidly as 325 miles per hour. 

 Our nervous system is so sensitive we can feel something as light as a bee‟s wing falling on 
our cheek. 

 Now let‟s move to our ears, which are so finely tuned that we can hear the blood flowing 
through our vessels.  Those of us with children sometimes wonder if God just put them 
there for decoration...especially if they are teenagers! 

 Our eyes are so precisely made that we could see a small candle flame from 30 miles away 
on a clear, dark night.  While some men out there may think there are only 6  colors, our 
eyes can distinguish between more than 300,000 different color variations. 

 Our last stop on this journey is the heart.  The heart is the size of our fist but it has the     
awesome task of pumping blood through the 60,000 miles of blood vessels that are feeding 
our organs and tissues.  This small organ beats about 100,000 times a day, sending 2,000 
gallons of blood surging through our bodies. 

 
As you can see, God created a very complex machine to house our souls and yet there are STILL 
scientists out there that refuse to acknowledge the intelligent DESIGNER because they are  
holding on to the myth called evolution. 
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Socialness ~ an Award Series by Sara Lantzer 

On my 35th birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve certain    

qualities in my life.  Sister-in-law First received one titled Socialness. (Please note that names have 

been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!) 

Mark 6:30-34 -“The apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they 

had done and taught.  And He said to them, „Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and 

rest a while.‟ (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time 

to eat.)  They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.  The people saw them 

going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got 

there ahead of them.  When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion 

for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many 

things.” 

Socialness and friendship are slightly different (which is why I gave these 2 separate awards).  

Friendship is a relationship that develops between people who know each other; socialness is a 

relationship that develops between people who are around each other, whether they know 

them or not.  Acting like a friend can occur on many different levels (spending time together,  

giving gifts, speaking kind words, etc.); acting like a social person is limited to having your    

physical presence present in a group. 

A mom chooses to be present with her kids, her husband, her community, her church and other 

groups even when a project of her own isn‟t completed – I admire this greatly! 

My dad‟s father chose to be away from others a great deal, and created masterpieces with wood 

- yet he complicated his life and family with confusion and anger and non-reality. 

“Hunger Games” is the story of a society in the future, where socialness is not a free choice, but is 

distributed by the leaders – Katniss might move among the people of all 12 districts, but she has 

no choice in the matter about where her presence is present. 

But what if you have a deadline to finish a project?  What if being around people drains your  

energy?  What if there is no way the people you want to hang out with will ever let you near?  

Has God forgotten we are bound by time constraints?  Has He created too many people??  Has 

He made a mistake to put us in our location???  Certainly NOT!  Humans are very close to God‟s 

heart, and He cares about each and every one of them to the point of hanging out with a      

multitude when the schedule said to rest. 

We might be able to choose what people or projects to focus on, but we can‟t choose the   

benefits or consequences that follow. Welcome socialness! 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 
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“Worship Styles” (Earl Winfrey) 

Many books have been written over the use of contemporary music in the morning worship hour.  

Some of the books support the idea, while others try to get rid of it.  The temptation to defend one 

side or the other causes many Christians to either leave the church or to engage in strong debates 

resulting in others leaving.  Many church splits could have been avoided by keeping the proper 

perspective of the whole reason the worship service has been created.  The worship service is the 

time for all believers to come together and fellowship while building each other up to help fight 

the battle of living as the light in a dark world.  Although music is a very important part of the   

worship service, the act of worship involves every part of the Christian‟s life, not just singing.  The 

sermon and communion times are just as much a part of worship as the music. 

 

Worshipping God helps the body of Christ come together as one so they can accomplish this task.  

While it is true that worship is an act that takes place everyday in everything we do, it is also true 

that the Sunday morning worship hour creates a special time for corporate worship.  During this 

time of corporate worship, my job as part of the worship team is to make sure the service continues 

to promote unity and edifies the fellowship of believers.  Although it may be easier to use one style 

or the other, the service has enough room for both the traditional and contemporary styles of    

music. 

 

In the book titled Contemporary Worship Music, the author, John M. Frame, explains that the    

contemporary style of music is the younger generation‟s way of contributing to the worship service 

(Frame 129). This is important to understand because a lot of traditionalists (People who prefer 

hymns) tend to forget that the worship service includes contributions from all parts of the          

congregation.  The contemporary style has its advantages, as long as it is used in a way that       

glorifies God.  Another section of Frame‟s book shows that although he is a supporter of the     

contemporary style, he does agree with some of the concerns the traditionalists have (Frame 43). 

One major concern is that some of the songs used in the contemporary service turn the focus off 

of God and places it on feelings and experiences, like the popular chorus “Breathe”.  Another    

concern is that using today‟s music along with a praise band opens the door for the service to be 

marketed as a product instead of promoted as the worship service (Frame 48). These are valid   

concerns.  However, who is the one in charge of deciding which songs are appropriate?  This is a 

job that is very difficult for today‟s worship leader since there are so many available songs that 

younger Christians consider to be praise songs.  Another question that rises would be how to    

define a contemporary song (A song that is created in this generation) since most hymnals today 

contain some newer songs.  It is hard to define a traditional only or contemporary only service 

since everyone has a different definition of what those styles include.  So instead of trying to define 

the service, the worship leader should be more concerned with edifying and unifying the believers. 

 

 

(To be continued on the next page…) 

The following article is a paper that I wrote for my “Composition” class at Florida Christian College. 

I chose worship styles for the essay because I was in a praise band at the time and it was relevant to us. 



“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending;  

and to have the two as close together as possible.” - George Burns  
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(Continued from page 5) 

Barry Liesch, who authored the book The New Worship, promotes the idea of having a blended service.  

He states that forms of music do not indicate spiritual maturity levels, therefore we do not need to get so 

wrapped up in classifying what type of service we have.  His opinion is that we should have a blended 

service where both traditional and contemporary songs are used (Liesch 22). According to Liesch, both 

types of songs edify the believer in slightly different ways (Liesch 29). His idea of a blended service      

includes the variety necessary to make sure every believer is edified.  However, he also believes that the 

old hymns need to be “Energized” (Liesch 31) in order to make them more appealing to the younger 

generations.  By changing the music of the older hymns, the traditional is transformed into the           

contemporary which places the service back into the original debate of whether to go completely     

contemporary or traditional. 

 

There are way too many benefits from learning the old hymns the way they were written.  The hymns 

are rich in heritage, and the four part harmony (especially in the hymn “It is Well”) creates a beautiful 

sound as long as the congregation learns how to sing each part.  The contemporary songs are much 

easier to learn, and they can include more emotion since the lyrics would be easier to understand.  Each 

style of music adds something different to the service, so to exclude one or the other would be defeating 

the original purpose of the worship service. 

 

When deciding the appropriate songs for the worship service, the congregation has to be considered.  

The popular opinion that the only way for a church to grow is to stay with one style of music limits the 

ability to have a diverse body of believers in the same church.  There are many churches that benefit 

from one style, and they grow tremendously.  But what happens if some visitors decide to attend, and 

they don‟t like that style?  It may not be possible to find a church in that same area that contains the style 

of music they like.  This may result in their dropping out of church instead of learning to adjust to the 

new style of music used.  A healthy mix of both the traditional and contemporary songs can help the 

church avoid this problem. 

 

The temptation to throw out personal preference for one style or the other is very strong because of the 

idea that visitors should not attend just because they like the music.  But if the only way to catch their 

attention is through music, God certainly allows room for the style of music that is appealing to those 

visitors.  Keeping in mind that the music is only one part of the worship service; everyone should be 

open to changes in the styles in order to reach the lost.  But there is no need to move completely into 

one area or the other since every congregation has a mixture of those who like traditional and those 

who like contemporary styles of music. 

 

The worship service includes singing and a sermon along with communion and prayer, and should    

always bring the believers together for fellowship and edification in order to make it easier to live as the 

light in a dark world.  God never intended for the service to become a battleground for those who     

prefer one style of music over another. 
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Spring is an amazing and beautiful time.   

Did you know that spring is like Jesus? Winter is 

cold and dead and sad, but spring brings warmth 

and life and joy. And it is the same way with Jesus. 

We were cold and dead and sad because of our 

sin. But Jesus came to warm us up and give us life 

and joy.  

Jesus came to save us from our sinful hearts. He 

transforms us just like the earth is transformed from 

winter to spring. Have you trusted in Jesus and 

have you begun new life? Have you left winter and 

started spring? 

(Ben Lantzer - Created in March, 2012) 

 What season of the year begins in March, kids? 

Spring! We move out of winter into spring.  What is 

the weather like in winter? Cold? Snowy? What is 

the weather like in spring? The weather starts to 

warm up a little bit, and we get lots and lots of rain. 

What else happens in spring? Watch very closely. 

Grass will begin to grow again. Beautiful flowers 

will bloom. Will you help plant a garden with your 

parents or grandparents this spring?   

You might see trees grow and put out their leaves 

again. You might be able to see a bee hover over a 

flower. Maybe you‟ll see a rabbit scurry from one 

hiding place to another. Maybe you‟ll see birds 

chasing each other.  

“For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it 

to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up 

before all the nations.” –Isaiah 61:11   

“But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,  

for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14 ESV) 

Who is Jesus? 

Isaiah 9:6 can help you find the answers! 

ACROSS 

 

    2. Parent who lives forever 

    3. A peaceful member of the Royal family 

    4. All powerful Divine 

DOWN 

 

    1. Great listener who gives advice 
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“HE IS” 

 

In Genesis, He‟s the breath of life 

In Exodus, the Passover Lamb 

In Leviticus, He‟s our High Priest 

In Numbers, the fire by night 

In Deuteronomy, He‟s Moses‟ voice 

In Joshua, He is salvation‟s choice 

In Judges, law giver 

In Ruth, the kinsmen-redeemer 

First and second Samuel, our trusted prophet 

In Kings and Chronicles, He‟s sovereign 

In Ezra, He‟s the true and faithful scribe 

In Nehemiah, He‟s the rebuilder of broken 

walls and lives 

In Esther, He‟s Mordecai‟s courage 

In Job, the timeless redeemer 

In Psalms, He is our morning star 

In Proverbs, He is the cry of wisdom 

In Ecclesiastes, the time and season 

In the Song of Solomon, He is the lover‟s dream 

In Isaiah, He‟s the Prince of Peace 

In Jeremiah, He‟s the weeping prophet 

In Lamentations, the cry for Israel 

In Ezekiel, He‟s the call from sin 

In Daniel, the stranger in the fire 

In Hosea, He is forever faithful 

In Joel, He‟s the Spirit‟s power 

In Amos, the arms that carry us 

In Obadiah, He‟s the Lord our Savior 

In Jonah, He‟s the great missionary 

 

In Micah, the promise of peace 

In Nahum, He is our strength and our shield 

In Habakkuk and Zephaniah, He‟s pleading for 

revival 

In Haggai, He restores a lost heritage 

In Zechariah, our fountain 

In Malachi, He is the son of righteousness rising 

with healing in His wings 

In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, He is God, 

Man, Messiah 

In the book of Acts, He is fire from heaven 

In Romans, He‟s the grace of God 

In Corinthians, He is the power of love 

In Galatians, He is freedom from the curse of 

sin 

In Ephesians, He is our glorious treasure 

In Philippians, He‟s the servant‟s heart 

In Colossians, He‟s the Godhead Trinity 

In Thessalonians, He‟s our coming King 

In Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, He‟s our     

mediator and our faithful Pastor 

In Hebrews, He‟s the everlasting covenant 

In James, the one who heals the sick 

In First and Second Peter, He is our Shepherd 

In John and in Jude, He is the lover coming for 

His bride 

In Revelation, He is King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords 

He‟s the Alpha and Omega our Savior and God 

He is Jesus Christ the Lord and when time is no 

more… 

HE IS! 



Don‟t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 
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Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answer to last month‟s question: Elimelech died in Moab (Ruth 1:3) 

 

Winners:    Michaela Winfrey/Wil Winfrey/Phillis Jackson 

 

This month‟s question: 

 

Which garden did Jesus go to, 

to pray in before his arrest? 

 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer correctly and you will be a winner! 




