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2016: A new year, a new attitude! 
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Happy New Year! 

 

We have officially begun 2016, and I am 

excited about our church!  We are building 

on the momentum that was created by a 

strong finish to 2015 and now, we are 

bringing back Sunday School and working 

on some great events throughout the year! 

 

Our Sunday School begins at 9:45am, and 

we are providing coffee and breakfast 

items on a “first come, first serve” basis.  We 

have Frank teaching the adults and the 

kids are being taught by Michael. 

 

This month, we have 5 Sundays so we will have a Sunday Night service on January 31.  We 

are leaning towards having another Singspiration but I am open to suggestions if we want 

to try something different.  Either way, we are going to have fun because anytime believers 

meet together, it is a blessed event! 

 

Along with the new year, we are starting a new sermon series that will lead us into Easter.  

I will be using the “Sermon on the Mount” passages found in Matthew to remind us about 

how we are supposed to be living while we wait for heaven.  There are great expectations 

for all of God’s children so let’s rise up to the challenges that come from trying to reach the 

world for Christ.  In many ways, the church became its own worst enemy through the years 

because of the way Christians behave.  This series is all about getting beyond the negative 

image that was created by living the life we are called to live.  If we want to build the 

church that glorifies God, we need to become the Christians we were created to be! 

 

Can we build it?  Yes we can! 

-Earl Winfrey 

FCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SC   
...where strangers become family 

Footprints 
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My Love Letter from God (Part 5) - Michael Winfrey 
 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  (Psalm 139:14) 

 
Let me ask you a question.  Looking at the above verse, do you respond in the same manner as David?  
Do you look in the mirror and say, “God, you did a wonderful job, I AM wonderfully made.”  I would 
venture to guess that not many of us, present company included, are not overly excited about the way 
that God made us.  We tend to be self-critical and put ourselves down.  Maybe we don’t say it out load, 
but inside we’re saying, “I’m too fat.  I’m not smart enough.  I am so forgetful.  I am ugly.  I’m clumsy.” 
and a mountain of other put downs.  The sad part is, we have been culturally conditioned in such a 
way that if we didn’t think this way about ourselves, people would see us as somehow conceited or 
prideful about the way we look.  It’s almost as if we HAVE to be ugly because it’s the right way to be.  
In our first world, western hemisphere way of thinking, this is the culture that has been created.  We 
are conditioned to say these things about ourselves, but who are we really putting down?  Truthfully, 
we are telling the One who created us, “God, you really did blow it when you made me.”  God is trying 
to tell you that no mistakes were made.  He created us just the way He desired for us to be.  If only we 
would believe Him! 
 
We are so concerned with the way we look, however, God did not design 
our bodies to be anything more than just a vessel that housed our souls 
while we walk this earth.  For that reason, our identity should NEVER be 
found in the way we look.  Instead, our relationship with God is what truly 
defines us.   
 
Let’s talk about our TRUE identity.  Psalm 139:13 shows us that God formed 
our “inmost being”.  In the English Standard Version, He created our 
“inward parts”.  In the King James Version, the word used is “reigns”.  
That comes from a Hebrew word that literally means “kidney”,.  Figuratively, it means “the mind, the 
interior self”.  This was the Hebrew way of describing our souls.  This is where we find our true identity.  
You see, God is more concerned with our souls, which will last forever, than He is with our physical 
bodies, which are temporary.  If God places a higher priority on our souls, rather than our physical  
bodies, shouldn’t we do the same? 

“Our identity 

should NEVER be 

found in the way 

we look.” 

“One dilemma we face is deciding whether or not to be honest on a case-by-case basis.  During the 
course of a normal day we each have scores of opportunities to lie, cheat and steal.  By settling the 
issue once and for all, and deciding to always choose the narrow road, we can remove the tint of 
dishonesty that shades the lives of so many.  And God will know what He can trust us, in the little 
and in much.” 

-- Patrick Morley, The Man in the Mirror 
 

Seven things the early church did that we must do: 

     1. Never stopped talking about Jesus 

     2. Met people where they were 

     3. Opened themselves to the Holy Spirit’s leading 

     4. Practiced true koinonia (community/fellowship) 

     5. Demanded strong leadership/discipleship/teaching 

     6. Were not enslaved by the teaching of the world 

     7. Were continually in prayer 
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Who is Directing Your Steps? ~ by Sara Lantzer 

 

“The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.” ~ Proverbs 16:9 NASB 

  I had planned to continue the series of character traits in this article, but recent events in my life have 

made that difficult.  Over the last few weeks, when planning for this new year, I included things that were 

similar to my past.  Travels, new business ideas and goals, investing in the lives of my church families 

(what a blessing to have Christian brothers and sisters in so many of the locations to which I travel),      

loving my immediate family and the growing number of nieces and nephews, and improving the daily 

health challenges I live with, to name a few. 

  Yes, these were my plans.  Long ago, however, I surrendered my life to a different Lord than myself, and 

since then I have been on the lookout for directions from the Master.  Sometimes He directs in obvious, 

“you can’t miss this” ways; most times, though, God just directs in subtle, everyday “you already know this 

to be right so keep doing it” ways. 

  In the past, for instance, the direction I felt concerning working on the movie Beyond The Mask was one 

of the obvious type: the timing was perfect (they had a delay in production that coincided with a wide 

open schedule of mine), my talents were suited to it (I’ve known how to sew since approximately age 8), 

the message of the film was exciting and God-honoring, and my entire family was supportive and         

encouraging concerning it.  It was a rare instance, and I treasure that time in my life. 

  This weekend, God has provided another instance of obvious direction.  One of my family members   

suffered a sudden, life-threatening health change.  The timing was perfect (people were around to call 

911), my talents were suited to it (sickness in many forms is no stranger to me!), and God sent the peace 

that passes understanding into my heart in almost overwhelming proportions.  I have stepped into a new 

role of being a constant companion, in the midst of a life that in the past was marked by being sporadic in 

regards to any one location. 

  So now my steps for this new year are being directed by things out of my control sometimes.  I still have 

my plans, but I’m not holding onto them very tightly: my steps may be required elsewhere at any          

moment. 

  I am beyond glad that the LORD who directs my steps is always good, always loving, always perfect in 

His directions for my plans, whether they be similar or contrasting to what I’ve done in the past. 

 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

DISCIPLESHIP – knowing and following Jesus: the mind of the believer and the church 

EVANGELISM – sharing the good news of Jesus: the mouth of the believer and the church 

FELLOWSHIP – sharing life with other believers in Jesus: the open arms of the believer and the church 

WORSHIP – the expression of a relationship with Jesus: the heart of the believer and the church 

MINISTRY – serving Jesus and the world using gifts: the moving feet of the believer and the church 



F O O T P R I N T S  P A G E  4  

9 Reasons why People don’t invite their friends to Church 

(Taken from Churchleaders.com - Michael Harvey) 

1. “We have no non-church going friends.” 

Now either this is true or it is not true. Let’s for one moment say that this is true, that would lead the pastor 

to conclude that we are a church that has ghettoized itself. Let’s say it is not true, then of course we are  

lying to ourselves! It is either one or the other. 

2. “It’s the pastor’s job!” 

I have heard some congregational members go on to say, “In fact, what on earth are we paying them for if 

they are not into mission?” I have heard of church management meetings where fingers are pointed very 

firmly in the direction of the pastor. We must remember, however, that when we start pointing the finger, 

three fingers are pointed back straight at us. Jesus invited us all into mission. Now mission is a large        

concept, into which many books have been written. However, at the center of most mission is invitation. 

We can all invite, and therefore it is not just the pastor’s job. 

3. “My friend said no to me last year.”  

Why do we give up so easily? And God could not have done  

something in their lives in the past period of time? I have heard 

countless stories from Christians who had to be asked several times                                                                  

before they accepted an invitation. We need to learn from the    

persistence seen in the story of the lost coin. 

4. “What if it damages my friendship?” 

A fear of spoiling a good relationship is another reason. We don’t ask because we fear the damage it would 

cause, that would be irreparable. But of course, we are only talking about our relationship with our human 

friend rather than God! 

5. “Our services and people are unpredictable.” 

A need to know who is preaching, whether the right hymns or worship songs will be sung, and whether 

everyone will behave. We are not going to invite unless everything is perfect that day. I am not sure how 

perfectionism got into the church. 

6. “I fear what the congregation will think of my friend; they are not our type of people.” 

What if it damages my relationship with those of my friends in church when they see the type of person 

with whom I associate? Jesus spent time with tax collectors and those seen as the outcasts of society. 

7. “I don’t want to be seen as strange.” 

I don’t want to be seen as a Bible-basher or, worse, one of those fundamentalists. We want to be thought 

of as a sane person. At times in the Christian life, we will be rejected and seen as odd! 

8. “I wouldn’t know what to say and they might ask something about my faith.” 

How do you go about asking someone to church, and what if they ask me a question that I am unable to 

answer like, “Explain the Trinity.” We start to imagine all the difficult questions that would follow our     

stumbling performance in inviting someone to church, and then conclude that it is not worth the effort. Of 

course, they might not ask a difficult question. They might say yes, but we imagine the worst outcome. 

9. Below the surface of these answers lies the fear of rejection. 

I have come to the conclusion that this is causing the majority of the issues in Christianity today and God 

anticipated the problem by saying: “Don’t be afraid for I am with you.” Yet fear is lurking amongst us all,  

hiding away and causing us to reject God’s prompting to invite and to extend the Kingdom of God.              

I believe God will use invitation to disciple a whole congregation through it. God enables fear to be 

brought to the surface so we can attack it with faith that Immanuel our God is with us. 

“Don’t be afraid for 

I am with you.” 
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“Removing the Rose Colored Glasses” - Earl Winfrey 

A few days ago, we were watching a movie on Netflix called “Inside Out” and although I had my 

doubts when the movie started, it was actually good.  The premise was intriguing because there 

was an entire world inside a little girl’s head where all of the emotions and memories were        

controlled by a team of people named after the emotion they specialize in.  The very first emotion 

the child experienced was joy, so she was naturally the leader of the group.  Along the way, other 

emotions showed up including a guy named fear who was overreacting to everything.  Anger was 

always wanting to pick a fight and sadness dragged everybody down with her depressing outlook 

on life. 

 

As the girl went through the day, Joy would control the emotions that were appropriate for the 

situation.  She turned the controls over to anger if the girl needed to be mad, and so on.  During 

one of the scenes, Joy was replaying a happy memory for the girl in order to cheer her up, but   

after a few seconds, the memory turned sad.  Sadness touched the memory ball and turned it blue 

which removed the happiness that Joy was trying to show.  Sadness was banned from touching 

the memories because Joy did not want any of the memories to become sad.  She thought that 

only happy memories were worth keeping so she went out of her way to keep Sadness away. 

 

As the movie progressed, Joy and Sadness got lost in a long term memory area after being sucked 

up a tube that carried memories away for storing when the girl went to sleep.  With Joy being 

away, the other emotions did not know how to operate the controls so they made a mess and the 

girl started losing parts of her personality.  With Joy gone, the girl became angry, sarcastic, and 

paranoid which caused a strain on the relationship with her parents. 

 

After an adventure of trying to get back to the control room, Joy and Sadness returned, but the 

damage was already done.  Joy  tried to use a memory to help the girl remember good times with 

her mom, but Sadness touched it again and caused the happiness to be removed.  That was when 

Joy decided to rewind the memory to find out why it turned sad. 

 

The memory was  a celebration in the backyard involving the girl and her parents.  The girl just lost 

a hockey game and her parents were cheering her up with a party.  Joy did not understand how 

losing a game would be an occasion for happiness, but now she saw that her parents were   

cheering her up instead of celebrating a loss, and that made more sense.  Without the sad part of 

the memory, the happiness was out of place, so Joy learned that it was important for Sadness to be 

able to share the memory with her.  From that point forward, Joy and Sadness worked together to 

show the realistic view of the memories rather than Joy’s view which was skewed because of her 

fear of anything sad. 

 

Having a realistic view of the past is important especially when trying to rebuild a church.  There 

are times when we try to remember a past success but we fail to see the negative parts of that 

memory because we are wearing rose colored glasses. 

(To be continued on the next page…,) 

“Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will 
become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?”  (Numbers 14:3 ESV) 



"Fear does not work as long as there is hope." - President Snow 

(Hunger Games - Catching Fire) 

F O O T P R I N T S  P A G E  6  

(Continued from page 5) 

The Israelites had this problem after the Exodus from Egypt.  They complained in the wilderness saying 

that it would have been better to stay in Egypt because the Lord was making life hard for them now.  

They were wearing rose colored glasses because they refused to remember the slavery part. 

 

In the same way, we may be guilty of making a past success more of a success than it actually was.  This 

can be dangerous because it will affect our plans for the future.  We need to remember that a past     

success can become a useful resource for us as long as we keep a realistic view of that success.  We need 

to consider the downside from that success in order to make a decision for how effective it will be if we 

tried to bring it back today.  Here is an example of what I mean. 

 

When I was preaching in KY, one of the Elders attended a revival and decided that the preacher would 

be good for a revival at our church.  They remembered the great revivals of the past and they knew that 

if we planned a revival, it would be just what we needed to get the attendance numbers up.  What they 

did not remember was that the great revivals in the past were successful because the entire church 

worked together to bring the people in and pack the house.  What they did not remember was that the 

last few revivals they had declined in attendance because people don’t respond the same way they used 

to when a revival is going on.  What they did not remember was that the community has become too 

busy to spend 4 nights back to back during the week for church. 

 

The revival was good, but it was nothing compared to the glory days from the past because we did not 

have a realistic view of the past.  If we would have just taken the time to remember that the revivals 

have not been as successful in the last few years as they have been before, we could have changed our 

approach and use that preacher for special messages during the worship services rather than trying to 

put together 4 nights back to back.  That preacher served a church in the area, so this would have been 

a great solution because the people in the community are no longer sitting at home during the          

evenings with nothing to do.  Most families were dual income families which meant that going to 

church for a revival during the week was not going to happen. 

 

Rose colored glasses can help us cherish the memories without having to relive the pain of failure that 

usually comes with success.  Rose colored glasses can help us deal with life’s lemons by making           

lemonade for all to enjoy.  Rose colored glasses are great when you are wanting to take a stroll down 

memory lane but they will handicap you if you don’t take them off during brainstorming sessions or any 

other activity where plans for the future are being discussed. 

 

We have many wonderful memories of the church and as the years go by, we will be creating memories 

for our children so they can enjoy them when they get older.  However, we need to make sure we are 

being realistic with our memories and consider the whole moment rather than focusing on the good 

parts that we want to remember.  At that point, we will be able to evaluate how great the past really 

was before we start making plans for the future. 



Don’t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Hampton, SC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

Please join us for a Beach Party theme game night! 

 

January 16 @ 6pm 

(Fellowship Hall) 

“Pray for FCC” 
For 2016, we want to cover our church in prayer on a weekly basis.  Along with the many prayers 

that go up on our behalf, I am declaring every Tuesday to be a day for us to offer up special prayers 

specifically for our church.  Please join us by praying at some point every Tuesday! 
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Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answers to last month’s question: 

Abraham’s name means “Father of a great multitude” (Genesis 17:5) 

Winners:    Michael Winfrey    Dana Silver   Bethany Silver 

 

This month’s question: 

 

How did Samson kill 

all the people in the temple? 

 

Be one of the first 3 people to answer correctly and you will be a winner! 




