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We Need To Vote On a Name 

We will have a name soon! I 
JESUS 

L 
O 
R 
D 

We have some names for our 

newsletter!  I will list the names 

here that have been given to me, 

and I will need everyone to vote 

on which name they like the best.  

Here are the names: 

 

- Footprints 

- Greenwood Gazette 

- Koinonia (―of the same mind‖) 

- First Christian Chronicle 

- Greenwood Chronicle 

- The Messenger 

- The Gospel Gazette 

 

These are the names that were given to me.  I will take votes until the last week of October, 

then I will create the name for the newsletter based on the results.  Please share in naming 

our newsletter by contacting me and placing your vote! 

 

As we start the first full month of fall, we begin our new church year.  With a new year 

comes the opportunity for a fresh start.  This is a gift for us because we have a chance to 

make some much needed changes for our church.  Of course, the dreaded ―C‖ word does 

not have to be a bad thing.  When a baby is born, the family does not usually cry about the 

changes made even though those changes are major especially if the baby is the first born 

child.  Crying about the change would not make any sense because a baby is a symbol of 

life, and the future of the family is secure thanks to the baby being born. 

 

In the same way, we should embrace the changes that help our church become better.  

After all, we are building for the future so our children can have a great church to lead! 

 

-Earl Winfrey 

FCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SCFCC Greenwood SC   
...where strangers become family 
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Friendship ~ an Award Series by Sara Lantzer 

On my 35th birthday, I gave awards to my family members for helping me achieve certain qualities in 

my life.  Parent First received one titled Friendship. 

 

(Please note that names have been changed to protect the identities of the superheroes around me!) 

 

John 15:15  ―No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.‖ 

Friends share: experiences, secrets, food, you name it.  The deeper the friendship is, the more personal 

the knowledge is that can be shared.  Jesus wants us to be His friends!  He wants to share with us, to 

help us know God, to fit us for a place with Him in heaven.  What a stunning concept: Lord and Master 

of the universe seeks friends, not robots. 

A parent passed on the knowledge to me that doing things       

together as a family was a privilege; that wearing handmade, 

matching outfits was cool; that simply hanging out or playing 

games was a great way to show love.  

Children at the street kids‘ home in Ukraine have many people 

come and go in their lives – and yet they welcomed me and my 

team members, and shared their lives with us for the 10 days we 

were among them. 

In a Chronicles of Narnia movie (The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe ), Lucy is incredulous when the faun Tumnus mentions 

that he is kidnapping her.  She responds with, ―I thought you were 

my friend.‖  At 0:23.20 into the film, Tumnus looks at Lucy and  

discards all the knowledge he had previously acquired about    

humans, and changes his course of action to save her instead. 

But what if a ‗friend‘ is deceiving you with lies?  What if the knowledge you passed on to someone in 

secret is blabbed in public?  What if a person is trying to win your trust and friendship for the sole    

purpose of betraying you?  Has God slipped out of the situation?  Has He ignored us humans while He 

tends to worlds and angels??  Has He left us on our own to navigate who to trust and who to avoid in 

our experiences???  Certainly NOT!  Humans are very close to God‘s heart, and He cares about each 

and every one of them to the point of making knowledge of Himself attainable (through His Word!), 

and He never deceives or is untrustworthy in any way. 

We might be able to choose who to be friends with, but we can‘t choose the benefits or consequences 

of the knowledge we gain from them.  Knowledge is powerful! 

Sara Lantzer is a good friend of the Winfreys and a member at the First Christian Church in Mountain City GA. 

THE MASTER BUILDER 
 

God is the master builder, 
His plans are perfect and 
true, and when he sends 
you sorrow, it's part of his 
plan for you. 
 
―FOR YOU, O GOD, tested 
us: you refined us like silver.‖ 
Psalm 66:10  
 
Today, sculpt and work on 
your life for you are creating 
a masterpiece a work of art 
in partnership with God. 
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The Christological Fallacy (By Jack Cottrell) 

QUESTION: What is the ―Christological fallacy‖? 

REPLY: One of the most serious threats to sound doctrine is something I call ―the Christological fallacy.‖ It is 
a fallacy because it places Jesus in a role he was never intended to fill. How does it do this? It makes Jesus 
the SOURCE and/or NORM for all doctrine. Why is this a serious threat to sound doctrine? Because trying to 
look at everything through Christological lenses distorts our understanding of some if not all of the most 
crucial truths that we must live by. 

This is a very difficult subject to talk about, because to some people it surely must seem like some kind of 
attack upon Jesus. It sounds almost unchristian to say something like ―Jesus is NOT the source and/or norm 
for all doctrine.‖ But I assure you that this is not unchristian or impious in any way. We do not dishonor   
Jesus when we let him be and do those things for which the Eternal Logos, God the Son, became Jesus of 
Nazareth. Rather, we dishonor him when we try to make him into something he was never intended to be. 

Exactly what IS the Christological Fallacy? It is the attempt to make Jesus into an epistemological principle, 
or to interpret his life and work primarily in terms of the KNOWLEDGE they convey to us, or to make him 
THE basic norm for truth. 

Another way to say this is that the Christological fallacy seeks to interpret Christ‘s purpose in terms of   
REVELATION. Revelation is an epistemological concept. It is a source of knowledge or truth. The            
Christological fallacy thus asserts that the main purpose of the incarnation was to reveal something to us. 
Christ came to show us something, or tell us something. EXAMPLE: Some years ago a church in Custer, WA, 
wrote to Standard Publishing to explain why they were no longer going to use Standard‘s Sunday School 
curriculum for children: ―As a church we have opted to try another curriculum that perhaps will be more in 
line with the doctrine of our church. We believe that Jesus came to be an example for us to follow and did 
not operate as the Son of God, but rather as he called himself, the son of man. Man had fallen so far from 
his original position that Jesus‘ life was a real contrast and example of what God wanted man to be like. 
Yes, Jesus is special—He died and rose from the dead for us. He went to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to 
live in us so that we might BE like Him.‖ 

This fallacy identifies the revelation that comes through Christ (rather than the Bible as a whole) as the    
PRIMARY and NORMATIVE source of our knowledge of God and his will. Some who hold to this fallacy   
accept other forms of revelation, but they say Jesus is the normative revelation, the basic norm for truth by 
which all other alleged truth must be judged. This is the concept of ―the canon within the canon‖: even the 
rest of the Bible must be judged by the life and teachings of Jesus. Some go further and say that Jesus is the 
ONLY revelation (e.g., Karl Barth). 

This is a distorted view of Christ and his purpose. It presents a portrait of Christ that is out of focus. The 
proper portrait is very different. 

(Continued on the next page…) 

Bible Trivia Questions (Send answers to Earl) 

Answers to last month‘s question: Leah was Jacob‘s first wife (Sherman Redden is the winner!) 

This month‘s question: Which musical instrument did David play for Saul? 

 

Be the first to answer correctly and you will be the winner! 

"The problem with having a sense of humor is often that 

people you use it on aren't in a very good mood." - Lou Holtz 



Cookout and Campfire! 

Saturday, Oct 17 (6pm) 

Come join the fun at 

the church! 

 

Food, Fun, Fire! 

You know you 

want to be there! 

Do NOT ride in automobiles: they cause 20% of all fatal 

accidents. 

Do NOT stay home: 17% of all accidents do occur in the 

home. 

Do NOT walk on the streets or sidewalks: 14% of all       

accidents happen to pedestrians. 

Do NOT travel by air, rail, or water: 16% of all accidents 

happen on these. 

Only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in 

church, and these are related to previous physical           

disorders. 

Hence, the safest place for you to be at any time is church. 

[Bible study is safe, too. The percentage there is even less.] 

 

Go to church! IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!  

Causes  of  all  fatal  accidents  

W E  W I L L  H A V E  A  N A M E  S O O N !  
P A G E  4  

(...Continued from page 3) 

Revelation was indeed ONE of the purposes for which Christ came. (John 1:9, 17; 14:9; 18:37; Heb. 1:2.)     
It is indeed proper to say that the incarnate Christ, during the time of his earthly ministry, was the highest 
FORM of revelation this world has ever known. Thus we properly speak of Jesus as PROPHET, indeed, one 
greater than Moses himself (Deut. 18:18; Heb. 3:3). 

But revelation was not Christ‘s primary work, much less his only work. REDEMPTION was. (See Matt. 20:28; 
Rom. 3:24-25; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Tim. 1:15.) Christ came as a remedy for SIN, not for ignorance as 
such. In medical terms, what he provided for us was medicine or even surgery, and not just eye-glasses. 

God‘s primary means of revelation for us today is the BIBLE. The Bible is revealed knowledge from God and 
about God–but not just God in his role as Redeemer, i.e., as the incarnate Christ. The Bible is God‘s word to 
us–the word of the Creator to us as creatures, as well as the word of the Redeemer to us as sinners.     
Whatever revelation has come to us from Jesus of Nazareth falls within the broader scope of the total   
revelation of the Bible. As Redeemer, Christ is unique; as Revealer, he is not. His revelation, as grand as it is, 
is just part of a larger package (the Bible) that has just as much authority and is just as much a source and 
norm for sound doctrine as anything that comes from Jesus specifically. 

From the above discussion it should be clear that the Christological fallacy leads to a false view of the Bible 
as such; it distorts many doctrines, especially the doctrine of the atonement; and it distorts ethics in many 
ways, e.g., by providing a false basis for pacifism. 

Have you noticed that our politically correct culture wants Jesus, God, and anything else church related 

stricken from the culture? Don't get mad. Take a deep breath and smile, realizing that this makes clear who 

needs to be invited to church and prayed for, and who needs to hear your conversion story. Jesus works 

every time He is tried.  

The church of Jesus always shines brightest when the culture is the darkest. Paul reminds us of the truth 

when he states: "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:18   

We have two de facto options -- curse the darkness or turn on the light. Remember that a small light moves 

a lot of darkness.   

"When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.' " John 8:12 



―A Shepherd must tend the flock and at times, fight off the wolves." 
(Scene from ―The Patriot‖ just before a minister rides off to war) 

One of the best ways for a 

church to become a well-

rounded mission center is to 

have the people step up and 

create ministries that will 

show the best use of the  

resources God has given us. 

This is why I am looking for 

any ideas to help our church 

become better stewards of 

the resources we already 

have.  We need some people 

to step up and get to work. 

If there is something you 

want to do, and there is a 

way to get it done, let‘s sit 

down and discuss it so we 

can see if this is something 

God can run with. 

 

The door is wide open and 

there are no ―wrong‖       

answers during the        

planning stage so let‘s think 

outside the box and see 

what we can create! 

You can begin by asking 

two simple questions: 

What is your part? 

What are you called to do? 

Wanted: Ministry ideas using the resources we have! 
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Mikey Says: I don't know about you all, but if I ever have to miss church it feels like my week just 

isn't complete. It is extremely important to me to take advantage of that weekly opportunity to 

come together as a church family to worship God and meet around his table for communion. It 

kind of energizes me while also reminding me of the great responsibility we have to live as 

Christians every single day. 

 

Unfortunately I can't give proper credit for this but a preacher friend of mine recently            

summarized to me something he heard regarding church attendance from a preacher friend of 

his. I thought it was good and wanted to share it. He said "Oh, you say, 'I don't know if I want to 

go to church today.' And then you expect God to bless your week and you complain when he 

doesn't. Why don't you first focus on blessing God on Sunday morning and you might be      

surprised how your week goes. No, I'm not saying you're going to have a GREAT week. You'll 

probably have the same week either way, but your perspective will be different from spending 

time with Jesus and instead of complaining and blaming, you'll be praising God for trials and 

finding positive solutions.  To this I say "Well Said!" 

 

So then, let me ask you. Are you making a genuine effort every Sunday to get in church? Are 

you complaining, blaming or making excuses? OR! Are you praising God and finding positive 

solutions to life's daily problems? To be the church you've got to be in church! 

- Until next time True Believer's - 

Rejoice!" 

Mikey Sweeney is Earl‘s friend who is the Minister at Hartford Christian Church in KY. 
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―Change is inevitable, except with a vending machine.‖ - Robert C. Gallagher 

―Are we growing a forest or a collection of tiny trees?‖ - Earl Winfrey 

A few months ago, we introduced our kids to a 1980s classic movie trilogy called ―The Karate Kid.‖  

They really enjoyed watching the movies and for the next few weeks, Wil would lift his leg in 

preparation for the crane technique just before finishing his opponent, the big stuffed teddy bear. 

 

One of the main characters was the man who trained the Karate Kid, and his name was Mr. Miyagi.  

Along with the ability to teach Karate, Mr. Miyagi was a gardener who specialized in Bonsai trees.  

Bonsai trees are those little trees that are usually seen in Chinese restaurants near the cash register.  

Basically, they are trees that are groomed in such a way that they remain small. 

 

Here is how it happens.  A gardener takes a tree or shrub and cuts the branches and roots to keep 

it small.  Basically, the gardener is training the tree or shrub to stay small and become a potted 

plant rather than fulfilling its potential as a wild plant. 

 

Sometimes I wonder if we treat our churches the same way.  Are we training our churches to stay 

small instead of allowing it to grow the way God designed it? 

 

The church becomes a Bonsai tree when we are constantly uprooting our ministries, upgrading 

our methods, and usurping our mission.  We usurp our mission when we place programs ahead of 

people which contradicts the concept of making disciples.  Instead of focusing on fulfilling the 

Great Commission, we end up frustrating the followers because they become a confused church. 

 

Upgrading our methods is not bad as long as we use wisdom during the planning stages.  We all 

want to be creative with God‘s church so we can keep up with the ever changing society around 

us, but the changes we make have to be embraced by the people if we want the church to grow.  

It‘s not about pleasing the people as much as it is about making sure we don‘t work against       

ourselves.  We can destroy progress when we push too hard and lose our focus along the way.  

For this reason, we need to stay away from making changes that don‘t make sense.  We should 

make changes that are needed while remaining consistent with what needs to stay the same. 

 

If want our church to grow, we need to make sure we don‘t uproot our ministries.  Way too often, 

some ministries never get a chance to grow because they are cancelled too soon.  Whether it is 

unrealistic expectations, pushback from those who opposed the idea, or a fear of failure causing us 

to get paranoid, our church suffers when we don‘t allow our ministries time to get established.  For 

this reason, we need to make sure we are confident of the ministries we create before we start 

them.  And being pro-active in prayer is the first step in building confidence for our ministries. 

 

When we are constantly praying about what we do, we are aligning our thoughts with God‘s 

thoughts and that will make it easier for us to see the church the way God sees it.  And when we 

can see the church through God‘s eyes, we will be able to see it grow into the ministry God        

designed it to be.  And that ministry will be much bigger than anything we can imagine! 

―Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.‖ (Hebrews 13:8 ESV) 
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My Love Letter from God (Part 2) - Michael Winfrey 
 

―You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; you 
perceive my thoughts from afar.‖  (Psalm 139:1) 
 
As you read the Book of Psalms, have you ever wondered why so many of them resonate in your 
heart?  Are there moments when you feel that what is in the deepest corners of your mind have just 
spilled out onto the paper?  Why is that?   
 
Many scholars believe that out of the 150 Psalms we have, David wrote 73 of them.  Of those 73 
psalms, many of them were written as David reflected on his years as a shepherd.  That is where we 
get the great shepherd‘s Psalm 23 that has become a staple for Sunday School classes around the 
world.  A quick survey of the other psalms reveals the type of writer that David was, as he drew from 
his life experiences. He wrote about these experiences as he poured out his heart to God.  This is why 
we can relate to most psalms we read.  They are based on real life, they come from a very personal 
place that David is allowing us to see.  In Psalm 139, David is giving a beautiful description of God‘s  
relationship with humanity. 
 

 
First, we read that God sees everything about us!  He is         

omniscient, which means all knowing. ―Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God‘s sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare  
before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.‖ (Heb 4:13)  
Nothing is hidden from God and yet we still complain that no one 
knows us or understands us.  We long for this, but do we really 
comprehend what we are wanting?  We want someone who has 
access to every thought, action, mistake, and secret.  We don‘t have 
to want this because God DOES!  God sees everything we do,     
everywhere we go, and everything we think.  I don‘t know about 
you, but that thought scares me!  There are things that I have done 
and places that I have been that I wouldn‘t want my own mother to 
know about...much less my Creator!  I know there are things that I 
have said in anger or frustration that as soon as the words left my 

mouth, regret followed.  Wouldn‘t it be wonderful if God sent us a text or an email letting us know  
beforehand that we need to keep our mouths shut...possibly with duct tape!  We won‘t received an 
email or a text because He has already warned us.  ―He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps 
himself from calamity.‖ (Proverbs 21:23) 
 
He also knows every thought in our head.  What if I told you that tonight, in theaters across the     
country, a movie will be opening and the star of the movie is YOU!  More to the fact, the star is your 
THOUGHTS!  Now in true ―Hollywood‖ fashion, I would edit out all the good thoughts in order to 
make time for the unwholesome tidbits. Would that be a good movie?  Many of us would stand in line 
for tickets, spend the outrageous amounts on popcorn, candy, and soda and then sit front row center 
to watch the ―Thoughts‖...as long as it is someone else.  Sometimes we even take pleasure in knowing 
the dirty little secrets of others.  However, when it is time for our ―Thoughts‖ movie premier we secretly, 
or not so secretly, pray for a bust at the box office. 
 
We may say that we want someone to know all of us, the ins and outs that make us who we are.  
Those are often just words.  As much as we would like to be known, we are frightened.  It is scary 
sometimes to draw near to God, trying to find comfort in Him when we know that He really KNOWS 
everything about us.  However, we have no need to fear!  As we keep reading in Psalm 139 we see 
that God uses this knowledge to help us, not hurt us.  He desires for us to come to Him and rest in Him. 

―As we keep      

reading in Psalm 

139 we see that 

God uses this 

knowledge to help 

us, not hurt us.‖ 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sunday 

Worship - 11am 

 

Wed Bible Study - 

6:00pm 

Daily Scriptures 

are given for us in 

anticipation of 

the sermon the 

following Sunday 

 (Sept 30) 

 

Bible Study at 

Magnolia Manor  

2:00pm (Earl) 

1 

Jonah 2  

2 

Jonah 3 

3 (Jonah 4) 

 

Fall Cleaning with 

pizza lunch 

4  5 (Luke 16:19-31) 

 

Earl in Louisville 

(Oct 5-7) 

6 

Matthew 16:1-16  

7 

Matthew 3:1-12  

8 

Nahum 1 

9 

Nahum 2  

10 

Nahum 3  

11 

 

12 (Ezra 1) 

Circle of Joy 

(10am)               

Ladies‘ Lunch 

after meeting 

13 

Ezra 3 

14 

Ezra 4 

15 (Ezra 5) 

 

Singing with Dan 

at Magnolia 

Manor - 10:00am 

16 

Ezra 6 

17 (Ezra 7) 

 

Cookout and 

Campfire 6:00pm 

(At the church) 

18 

 

19 

Acts 1:1-11 

20 

Jude  

21 

Isaiah 49  

22  

Acts 4:1-22 

 

23 

Haggai 1  

24 

Haggai 2  

25 

Family meal after 

Morning Worship 

26 

Proverbs 4:1-9 

27 

Proverbs 4:10-19  

28 

Proverbs 4:20-27 

29 (Jer. 17:1-8) 

 

Deadline for the 

Nov Newsletter 

30 

Isaiah 3:8-15 

31 

Psalm 1 

 Men‘s Bible Study 

will begin soon. 

Magnolia Manor 

is a nursing home 

in Greenwood 

    

P A G E  8  

Don‘t forget to pray for those churches around us and 

near our hearts! 

Bethany Christian Church (Bumpass, VA) 

Christian Church at Deleon Springs, FL 

Christ Church Forgiven (Greenwood, SC) 

East Win Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 

First Christian Church of Fairburn, GA 

First Christian Church of Franklin, NC 

First Christian Church of Kissimmee, FL 

First Christian Church of Mountain City GA 

Hartford Christian Church (Hartford, KY) 

Lilburn Christian Church, GA 

Port Orange Christian Church, FL 

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, GA) 

Southlake Christian Church (Groveland, FL) 

Toccoa Christian Church (Toccoa, GA) 

Tomoka Christian Church (Ormond Beach, FL) 

Tucker Christian Church, GA 

If anyone knows of any churches that need to be added 

to this list, be sure to let Earl know. 

W E  W I L L  H A V E  A  N A M E  S O O N !  

Calendar of Events -  October 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." - Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

First Christian Church of Greenwood SC (864) 223-2940 www.fccgwd.org  


